
Success Criteria:

Understand your options and the importance of your 
GCSE curriculum in Years 10 & 11

Know how we will grade you and what yours grades 
will look like

Know what the Attainment 8 and E-Bacc are and why it 
is important



Ark Victoria Vision  

Ark Victoria provides pupils with a unique journey in 
their education through the curriculum and wide range of 
opportunities that we offer as an all through school. We 
support and empower all staff and pupils to become 
ambitious, resilient, and kind citizens who understand 
their role in our community and the wider world. Pupils 
leave us with the skills and qualifications to continue 
their journey of life-long learning in a university or career 
of their choice.



Ark Victoria Pillars  



KS3 
Why 3 years for KS3?

Wasted years report by Ofsted September 2015:

“Secondary school leaders should make Key Stage 3 a higher priority in all 
aspects of school planning, monitoring and evaluation.  They should ensure that 
not only is the curriculum offer at Key Stage 3 broad and balanced, but that 
teaching is of high quality and prepares pupils for more challenging subsequent 
study at Key Stages 4.”

Amanda Spielman (Ofsted Chief Inspector)  October 2017

More generally, there is scope for intelligent ‘backward planning’ to achieve a 
coherent curriculum sequence from age 11 to age 16, especially in subjects that 
are taken by all to age 16. But this should not come at the expense of key stage 3 
curriculum breadth and depth: 11/12-year-olds should not be taught to GCSE 
assessment objectives. 



KS3 
Why 3 years for KS3?

Amanda Spielman October 2017

“We also collected data from the websites of 171 schools to identify when pupils 
selected their options for GCSE. This showed that in around a quarter of these 
schools options were being chosen at the end of Year 8.

This inevitably means that a considerable number of pupils will be experiencing 
only 2 years of study before dropping, for example, history or geography or a 
language, possibly never to study these subjects again. And for most children, 
the end of key stage 3 is the last time they will take art, music, drama or design 
and technology. Where key stage 3 is curtailed, this means ending study at age 
13 rather than 14. Furthermore, access to these subjects is sometimes restricted 
by how schools set options choices.”



Compulsory Subjects

In Year 10, the following subjects will be 
compulsory:

• GCSE English Language and GCSE English 
Literature

• GCSE Maths
• GCSE Separate Sciences: Biology, Chemistry, 

Physics Or GCSE Science Trilogy (Double Award)
• Core Physical Education (non-GCSE)

• Each pupil will then have 3 options.  Pupils will be 
guided to pick options based on their summer 2 
exam.  E.g. if they want to pick Computer Science, 
then they must achieve a minimum grade 6 in 
Maths and Computer Science. 



Option A

Subject

GCSE Geography

GCSE History

Option B

Subject

GCSE French

Creative I-Media Level 2 

Option C

Subject

GCSE Computer Science 

GCSE Business Studies 

GCSE PE

GCSE Art 

GCSE Drama

GCSE RE 

For Option C, pupils will give us a 1st choice, 2nd choice and 
a 3rd choice.  

For all options, pupils will be guided to pick subjects that 
they achieve at least a grade 6 in their summer 2 exam.  

All subject information is based in the Guided Option 
booklet that has been provided to you. 



Dos and Don’ts

DO:
Start revising for your summer exams now.
Choose courses you enjoy
Choose courses you are interested in
Discuss it with your parents
Ask your teachers

DO NOT:
Choose a course because your friends have
Choose a course that you have low assessment 
grades for
Make a decision without reading about the 
course
Make a decision without thinking about your 
future after leaving school 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwih9-Hj48XLAhVJfRoKHb2hCHEQjRwIBw&url=http://nootriment.com/vitamins-focus-concentration/&bvm=bv.116954456,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNHItERsUxPzlvqWpYRVOx2ysRlYxQ&ust=1458237394417096


What to do next 

• Summer 2 exam will be week commencing 10th June 2019.

• Pupils will then get their Summer 2 grades by 24th June 2019 

• Based on Summer 2 results, option forms will be personalised for your 
child and sent to you by Friday 28th June.

• Pupils to hand their options to Miss Griffiths by 5th July .

• Pupils and parents will be notified of their options by week commencing 
15th July.  

Website



Enrichment and Pathways 
Year 9:
• Drop down days – meeting professionals. 
• KS4 option information evening for students and parents.
• Careers panel with Q&A session for careers in the creative industry (BBC Asian Network). 
• University visit – Access to professionals event in June 2019
• Trips out to the wider world – Big Bang.
• HS2 workshop – engineering. 

Year 10
• Assemblies by universities
• Visit to FE college and sixth form (to include personal statement practice and feedback) – taster 

session
• Visit to universities
• CV writing with feedback
• Employability Workshop
• Mock interview/assessment centre with employers.

Year 11
• All pupils will receive a one to one careers guidance interview with a qualified careers advisor.
• Taster days for both A-levels and Level 3 qualifications at Ark St Albans (Outstanding 6th Form)
• Personalised advice and assistance with completing college and apprenticeship applications 



New GCSE grades:

You will no longer receive a grade A*-G. 

New grade Old grade

9
A* & A8

7
6

B & C5
4
3 D, E, F & G
2
1



Attainment 8 
• Attainment 8 measures a student's average grade across eight subjects – the same subjects 

that count towards Progress 8. This measure is designed to encourage schools to offer a 
broad, well-balanced curriculum

• The eight subjects fit into three groups:
• English and Maths. These are double-weighted, which means they count twice. 
• English Baccalaureate (Ebacc). These are the highest scores from the sciences, computer 

science, geography, history and languages.
• Open group. Any remaining GCSEs and other approved academic, arts or vocational 

qualifications.



Progress 8 
• Progress 8 measures a student's progress between Key Stage 2 and Key 

Stage 4 across eight key subjects.

• It shows whether students have performed to expectation, based on a 
value-added measure using Key Stage 2 English and Maths as a 
baseline. It's checked by getting a sample of Year 11 students to sit 
English and Maths reference tests in March before their June GCSEs.

• Progress 8 only compares schools with similar intakes.

• This new measure is designed to encourage schools to offer a broad, 
well-balanced curriculum and will be used towards determining the 
'floor standard' for schools. 



The English Baccalaureate (Ebacc)

The award is highly regarded and certifies 
the academic credentials of the students 
that achieve it. The EBacc is also a method 
by which an Academy or school is judged. 
It will be one on four performance 
measures used from 2016. Whilst it is not 
compulsory, Ofsted will take it into account 
when inspecting the Academy. The 
measure shows where students have 
gained a 5+ grade or equivalent in the 
following:

• English
• Mathematics
• History or geography
• Sciences
• A Language.



• To pass the English element of the ebacc students either need to:
• Get A grade 5 or above in English language GCSE and achieve a grade in an English 

literature GCSE
• To pass the humanities element of the ebacc students either need to:
• Get a grade 5 or above in history or
• Get a grade 5 or above in geography
• To pass the science element of the ebacc students either need to:
• Take 3 single sciences (from biology, chemistry, computer science and physics) and 

get a grade 5 or above in 2 of them
• Get a grade 5 or above in science double award
• To pass the languages element of the ebacc students need to
• Get a grade 5 or above in French

Ebacc (cont.)



Thank you for listening and 
have fun choosing your options!


	Success Criteria:��Understand your options and the importance of your GCSE curriculum in Years 10 & 11��Know how we will grade you and what yours grades will look like��Know what the Attainment 8 and E-Bacc are and why it is important��
	Ark Victoria Vision  
	Ark Victoria Pillars  
	KS3 
	KS3 
	Compulsory Subjects
	Option A
	Dos and Don’ts
	What to do next 
	Enrichment and Pathways 
	New GCSE grades:
	Attainment 8 
	Progress 8 
	The English Baccalaureate (Ebacc)
	Ebacc (cont.)�
	Thank you for listening and have fun choosing your options!

