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Head Teachers’ Message 

I would like to finish the term with a huge well 

done to all our children.  We did our end of 

term assemblies this week and celebrated our 

Shining Star pupils; Most Improved pupils; 

100% attendance and the winning house for the 

term (well done Tolkien!) I am incredibly proud 

of all of the pupils for completing a very 

successful first term at Ark Victoria.  They have 

worked very hard and I have seen so many 

example of pupils being ambitious and wanting 

to succeed; they have shown resilience and not 

given up when they have found things difficult 

and most of all the have been kind - kind to 

each other and kind to all members of all our 

school community.   

A big well done to all the staff who have worked 

hard to make the first term as a newly 

amalgamated school a success.  

Last, but not least a huge thank you to all our 

parents for your patience and support this term 

- we couldn't do it without you.  Have a fantastic 

break and we look forward to seeing you all in 

the new year. 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Parking 

A reminder to all parents that it is vital that you 

park safely outside the academy.  Parking 

dangerously is illegal and putting the lives of 

our pupils at risk.  Please park responsibly and 

be careful when dropping off students and 

collecting them. Be considerate when parking 

and have respect for other drivers on the road. 

It is a very busy road and parking sensibly helps 

to keep our children safe. 

 

Academy Uniform 
 

Clive Mark intend moving the school uniform 

for Ark Victoria Academy to our store in 

Sheldon as the Small Heath store has proven to 

be a huge success and is now too small to cater 

for the amount of footflow we are experiencing, 

particularly during the busy back to school 

season. 

Pupils can purchase their uniform from the 

Sheldon store effective from Monday 4th 

February 2019. The store will be offering a 10% 

discount for purchases made in store at the 

address provided, up to and including Saturday 

9th February. 

 

Clive Mark Schoolwear Ltd 

2282 Coventry Road 

Birmingham 

B26 3JR 
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Reception Christmas sing a long 

 

 
 

We would like to thank all the parents for 

coming and supporting Receptions Christmas 

assembly. The children worked hard to learn 

the songs and actions to all the songs. Well 

done Reception, we are all very proud of you! 

What a perfect end to an amazing first term in 

Reception. Have a great holiday. Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year. 

KS2 Pantomimes 

 

 

On Friday we had two amazing pantomime 

shows for our years 3, 4, 5 and 6. 

The show was full of interactive humour, songs 

and the powerful message of stopping bullying 

all within the story of Aladdin! 

The show covered name calling, spreading 

unkind rumours, making others feel 

emotionally upset and its impact and then 

dealing with it with a positive outcome! 

By the end of the show the bully understood her 

negative actions on the individual which was 

followed with doing the right thing.  

Forgiveness was also strongly portrayed in the 

pantomime.    

We all loved it including the teachers! 

 

Year 1 Nativity 

 
On Wednesday 19th December Year One 

showcased their Christmas Performance to 

friends and family. They worked extremely hard 

in the week running up to the show and 

absolutely loved performing on stage. The 

children learnt their lines, practised their songs 

and their Oscar winning acting! 

The play was set in a children’s hospital where 

the children’s Christmas wish was to spend time 

with their families. Year One learnt about the 

importance of family and love at Christmas time 

but also at any other time in the year.  

We were so proud of every child in the Year 

group and the performance was a huge success. 

There was a great turn out from friends and 

family, which made the event even more 

special. 

Year 2 Parent Workshop 
 

Last week, Year 2 parents spent a craft 

afternoon in classes with their children, trying 

their hand at Origami and pop up cards. To get 

into the festive spirit, we made ‘Origami love 

hearts’, complete with a space for a special 

secret message to a loved one and pop up 

Christmas scenes. We hope everyone had a fun 

time learning these new skills, and look forward 

to more parent workshops next term.  
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Year 2 Visit to Dudley Zoo 

 
On Wednesday, Year 2 

children went on a trip to 

Dudley Zoo! Children took 

part in an Ice World 

Workshop to compliment 

this term’s topic - Polar 

Regions. They also enjoyed 

touring the Zoo, looking 

for Ice World animals, as 

well as all the other wild 

life on offer.  

 

The weather was great and children had an 

amazing time! What a perfect end to a great 

term! 

 

Year 4 trip to Cadbury World 

 

On Wednesday 12th 

December Year 4 went to 

Cadbury World in 

Bourneville. We enjoyed 

finding out about how 

chocolate made its way to the 

UK, the role the Cadbury 

family had in changing the 

way we eat chocolate and how chocolate is 

made. We also wrote our names in chocolate, 

made our own melted chocolate pots, enjoyed 

an amazing 4D experience and visited the 

Bourneville museum to find out more about this 

amazing area. We had a great talk about the 

Cadbury family history. Year 4 had a great time, 

were really well behaved and enjoyed eating lots 

of yummy chocolate! 

 

 

Secondary SEND Surgeries 

At Ark Victoria Academy, the 

pupils, parents and community 

are very important to us. 

Therefore, on Wednesday 5th December, we 

dedicated an entire day to hold a Secondary 

Parent SEND Surgery. Parents of pupils with 

special educational needs and/or disabilities 

came and met with us to discuss their child’s 

needs and how we can continue to best support 

them as a school.  

Out of all parents invited, 77% attended the 

meetings, which is an excellent turn-out. 

Following the meeting, we asked parents to 

complete a short survey to capture their 

thoughts about how we are supporting their 

child.  

The results of the survey were positive with 

100% of parents agreeing or partly agreeing 

that they know their child is supported in 

school. Furthermore, 100% of parents surveyed 

agreed that they now know the targets for their 

child and are happy that the one page profile is 

an accurate reflection of their child’s needs. 

Comments from parents included:  

“My child has received support from all his 

teachers. The SENCo and inclusion team 

understand his needs and are working hard to 

support him in his learning.” 

“I’m very happy with the School and all the 

support my son is getting.” 

As a result of parent consultation, we have 

already followed up on some parental concerns 

as well as updated the one page profiles of some 

individual pupils. As this day was so successful, 

we plan to do the same for the parents of our 

primary pupils with SEND. We will contact 

parents about this early in the Spring Term. 

Mental Health 

Around 1 in 4 people will experience a mental 

health problem this year yet the shame and 

silence can be as bad as the mental health 

problem itself. Your attitude to mental health 

could change someone’s life.” (Time to Change ) 

10% of children and young people aged 5 to 16 

suffer from a diagnosed mental health disorder. 

These are just some of the facts that really hit 

home!  We at Ark Victoria Academy want all our 

pupils to have the best support and care 

available.  All our staff aim to ensure that we 

take care of the wellbeing and the academic 

achievements of our pupils.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjJ2MLh0bDfAhVPxIUKHeWAApwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Penguins_in_Dudley_Zoo,_England.jpg&psig=AOvVaw0v3d7-55HINX9iPH6Zn2Z6&ust=1545471927251277
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In school we have Learning Mentors that are 

trained in the skills needed to listen and guide 

pupils that may need social, emotional or 

mental health support.  

There are two post-boxes placed for pupils to 

post any concerns they may have within school. 

Pupils can find these in Oldknow library and 

outside the school nurse’s office in the Talbot 

Way Building. The Learning Mentors will deal 

with any concerns on a daily basis or signpost 

pupils and their families to appropriate 

professionals who can support them. 

The Leaning Mentors have an “open door” 

policy and one of them will be available at 

lunchtime and break time to listen or to talk to 

anyone that needs one to one support. Mr 

Parkar, Mr Jamal and Mrs Hayre are our 

Learning Mentors. 

If you find that you need additional support 

outside of school hours, the following services 

may be of interest to you: 

PAUSE Forward Thinking 

Birmingham  
 

Pause is a free service; you don't need an 

appointment; you can simply drop in for a chat. 

Whatever your reason, whether you're a little 

worried about something that's going on in your 

life or you just need some space to think, Pause 

is here for you. Drop in and talk to one of the 

team, learn a new technique for managing your 

emotions or simply browse our online self-help 

materials. Pause is run by a friendly team of 

therapists, youth workers and volunteers, who 

are always on hand to lend a listening ear.  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 10am - 

6pm, Wednesday: 12pm - 8pm, Saturday and 

Sunday: 11am - 4pm      

21 Digbeth, Birmingham, B5 6BJ 
 

 App - ‘Hub of Hope’ 

The Hub of Hope is a 

first of its kind, 

national mental health 

database which brings 

together organisations 

and charities, large and small, from across the 

country who offer mental health advice and 

support, together in one place. Addresses 

contact details of places near to you, endorsed 

by the Samaritans. 

 

Staff Favourite Book by Mrs 

Hayre 

I loved reading this story 

in my primary school, I 

think this was one of the 

first books I borrowed 

from the library. Pippi 

Longstocking is a young 

girl who is funny, kind and 

independent.  She has a 

number of adventures that 

provide fantasy and unreal 

situations that come alive in a fun and 

unconventional way! 

Why did I really enjoy about reading this book? 

It was the fact that she lived freely without any 

restrictions.  The book is full of fantasy, as no 

way a nine year old girl can live by herself-she 

liked to do things her way!  There's an episode 

where she sorts out some bully's with her 

physical strength which I remember very well. 

Pippi was very kind and generous always 

wanting to give to others. Not a conventional 

story in today's times, but to me it was a book 

that celebrated girls as being strong, brave, 

intelligent and independent.     

Dates for Your Diary 

 24th December – 4th January Christmas 
Holidays 

 7th January – Staff Training Day 

 8th January – Staff Training Day 

 11th January – Non uniform day for 
children in Tolkien house 

 14th January – Awards Evening 

 31st January – Parents’ Evening – Year 10 

 18th February – 22nd February – Half 
Term Week 


