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11th March 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
 COVID-19 testing for students at Ark Victoria Academy 
 

We are determined to do everything we can to reduce the spread of COVID-19 so that your 
child can remain safely in school from Monday 8th March to continue their learning. 
  
As I mentioned in my previous letters, the government expects all secondary schools to 
provide all students with three COVID-19 tests, three to five days apart, as they return to 
school from 8th March at existing school testing facilities. These tests have gone very well so 
far in school. We now need to roll out the home testing programme. The government has 
stated that sfter the initial programme of three tests in school, students will be provided with 
two rapid tests to use each week at home. Please watch this YouTube video that explains how 
to self-test https://youtu.be/S9XR8RZxKNo. 
  
The testing is done via simple and quick tests, known as Lateral Flow Device (LFD) tests. 
This will help us quickly identify students and staff who are not displaying any symptoms but 
who might be transmitting and spreading the virus unknowingly so that they can follow 
Government guidance on self-isolation. 
  
As you know, the virus spreads as up to one in three people who have COVID-19 do not 
display any symptoms. The tests – which students will generally directly administer 
themselves – will help us keep your child and everyone safe so children can return and stay in 
school.  
  
I am asking all parents and carers to discuss the information in this letter with your 
child/children and read the privacy notice attached to this email. 
  
The self-swabbing part of the test may cause significant concerns for young people and their 
families. Please do raise any worries with us. We can discuss and agree to tactics to help 
reduce anxiety and put in any reasonable adjustments. You may want to look at the updated 
guidance from NHS Test and Trace regarding the Transition from on site testing to 
home testing  here and the guides attached to this email for further information. 
  
Testing is voluntary, so your child/children will still be allowed to attend school even if they 
do not participate in testing. However, I encourage families to consent to tests as this is the 
best way to reduce risk and keep everyone safe. 
 
Once students have been tested three times at school, they will be given home test kits for 
regular twice-weekly testing at home. Students will need to carry out twice weekly testing at 
home (three to five days apart) before coming into school in the morning. The current 
timeline for starting home testing for students is 18th March 2021, once the current round of 
on-site testing has finished. 
 
Distribution dates for home testing kits are as follows and kits will be shared with your child 
at school to take home on the dates below. Please note that the dates are planned based on 
the current situation and providing government guidance does not change in relation to 
home testing for students. Should there be any changes we will communicate these with you 
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as soon as we receive them. Please also note that students will receive enough tests to 
complete twice per week at home this includes term time and school holidays up to the end of 
the Summer term. 
 
18/3/21; 1/4/21;  29/4/21; 20/5/21; 10/6/21; 1/7/21 
 
Students will collect test kits and take them home. Please read the instructions inside the kit. 
Students will take their test in the morning before coming to school. If your child is 11 years 
old, you will need to swab test them. You will need to supervise your child if they are aged 12 
years and older.  
 
Students must check their results at 30 minutes – results are invalid after this time. 

• If your child has a positive result, they must self-isolate immediately for 10 days 
(we will provide remote learning materials). 

• If your child receives a negative result, they should come to school as normal. 
• If your child’s test result is invalid or void, please take another test. If they have two 

invalid/void results in a row, you should visit the NHS website for 
advice www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/what-your-
test-result-means/  

 
Please report your child’s results to NHS Test and Trace here www.gov.uk/report-covid19-
result. Please report all results – positive, negative, and void.  
 
You will also need to report your child’s result to us here studenttestresults@arkvictoria.org  
Sharing results will help with contact tracing and allow us to act quickly if required. You will 
need to provide the following information: 

 Full Name of student 
 Test kit lot number (from the box of test strips) 
 Test strip QR number (from the test strip used) 
 Result (positive, negative, void) 
 Date of test 

If it is easier please email a phot of the test strip once results are showing with your child’s 
full name and date of the test as staff at school will be able to pick up the test strip QR 
number and result from the photo (please make sure the QR code is clear on the photo) 
 
Your child will need to take their next test according to the twice-weekly guidance (three to 
four days apart). 
  
I want to give you access to as much information as possible about these tests. I have 
included a Question & Answer sheet below that I hope is helpful.  
  
I appreciate this is a lot of information to consider, so if you have additional questions, please 
get in touch with school. 
  
Thank you very much for your continued co-operation and support. 
  
Yours sincerely, 

 
Ms Ela McSorley 
Principal All-Through 
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On-site COVID-19 testing Q&As 
 
Who is our COVID-19 Coordinator and Main Registration Assistant? 
COVID-19 Coordinator is Judith Hunt 
Main Registration Assistant is Deb Rimmer 
You must report any incidents whilst testing at home to COVID-19 Coordinator using 
info@arkvictoria.org as soon as possible 
 
What does on-site or Asymptomatic Test Site (ATS) involve? 
Students will be offered three Lateral Flow Device (LFD) tests spaced three to five days apart 
(minimum three days). This is, so students have undertaken some testing in a supervised setting and 
have had the chance to familiarise themselves with the process. Students swab themselves, and staff 
will collect the swab, process the test, and record the results. 
 
Where are records sent? 
We must report the results of tests back to NHS Test and Trace every time, even if the result is 
negative or void. We will also have a test kit log, which will help us manage year group bubbles, among 
other things. 
 
What happens if the test is negative? 
If the results are negative, students can stay in school and continue their activities as normal. 
 
What happens if the test is positive? 
Students who test positive will be informed individually as soon as possible after the test, and we will 
let the parents or carer know, and guardians will also be notified. Results will be available about 30 
minutes after testing. 
 
Those who test positive will be given a further test on the same day. This is a ‘PCR’ test that we will 
provide for the student to carry out at home. We will also give the student guidance and support on 
how to get home safely and how to take the test. 
 
Students must self-isolate while they await results from the test, which will take approximately three 
hours.  
 
If a student receives positive confirmation from the PCR test, they must follow the NHS Test and Trace 
guidance and continue to self-isolate for 10 days, along with everyone the student lives with. You can 
read the NHS Guidance for you and your family.  
 
What if a close school contact tests positive? 
If a close school contact of your child tests positive for COVID-19, your child will be able to attend 
school if they consent to being tested each day, and each test comes back negative. If consent is not 
given, your child will need to self-isolate at home for 10 days. We will notify you and your child if one 
of their close school contacts has a positive test result. 
 
What if we decline to participate? 
Students who decline to participate in this testing programme should follow the usual national 
guidelines on self-isolation and get tested if they show symptoms.  
 
Why can’t I test at home? 
It is essential that initially, students are supervised while swabbing to make sure they are doing it 
correctly. Testing on-site initially, via an ATS, is a condition of transitioning students to test at home. 
 
What if my child has previously tested positive for Covid-19? 
Anyone who has tested positive on a PCR test should not undertake a further PCR test or LFD test for 
90 days unless they become symptomatic (in which case they should self-isolate and request a PCR 
test). If they are asymptomatic and choose to take a further test within 90 days and it is positive, they 
must self-isolate again for 10 days. 
 
What happens if my child runs out of testing strips before the next collection date? 
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Your child will have been supplied with enough kits to last until the next collection date. However, if 
there are void results they may need more strips. These can be collected from reception at school as 
needed and will need to be signed for 
 
What happens if my child starts to show Covid-19 symptoms? 
Regardless of whether your child has received a negative lateral flow device test result if they start to 
show Covid-19 symptoms they MUST organise for a PCR test and self isolate until the results are 
received. If the result is positive, then they must continue to self isolate and inform school at 
info@arkvictoria.org immediately. If negative and they are well enough to do so they can return to 
school. 
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