
 Personal Development: Progression Narrative 
 
Concept #1: Diversity 
 
 
Students are first introduced to the concept of diversity in KS1 with a topic on 'Is everyone 
the same?’ and they develop their understanding of this concept each year. Although they are 
not explicitly taught the definition of the word ‘diversity’ until year 3, they are beginning to 
explore similarities and differences between people and celebrating differences. They are 
introduced to vocabulary of 'identity’ and ‘unique’ as they learn to explore individual 
identities. 
 
Students in KS2 are explicitly taught the term ‘diversity’ and they explore what diversity 
looks like in the classroom, the whole school and the wider community. This builds on their 
learning from KS1, as students are being introduced to the idea that diversity is something 
they will encounter in all phases of their life. Students should be introduced to British Values 
and the key concepts of mutual respect and tolerance. 
 
In KS3, students will explore diversity in the UK and will begin to consider the positive 
aspects of a diverse community.  In year 9, pupils will consider the challenges faced by 
individuals living within a diverse community and how this can be overcome. Pupils will 
explore the term ‘prejudice’ in depth and the negative impact on wider society. Students will 
learn about their own responsibility in creating a mutually respectful community where 
individuals can thrive. 
  
By KS4, students will have the opportunity to evaluate the impact of diversity upon society. 
They will explore the positive contributions that a diverse community has had upon the wider 
world, drawing on real life examples. They will start to explore a range of a key figures from 
Black History who perhaps have been forgotten from mainstream history and will consider 
the important contributions they have made to wider society. They will consider the 
importance of educating themselves about Black History and how it is important to celebrate 
the diversity within Britain’s rich history and in the wider world. 
 
 
Concept #2: Citizenship 
 
Students are first introduced to the concept of citizenship in KS1 with a topic on 'Who is in 
charge of our country?’ and ‘What happens when people don’t follow the rules?’ They 
develop their understanding of this concept each year. Although they are not explicitly taught 
the definition of the word ‘democracy’ until year 3, they are beginning to explore fairness,  
who makes decisions and why. They are introduced to vocabulary of 'authority’, ‘laws’ and 
‘tyranny’ as they learn to explore the ideas behind those making decisions in power. 
 
Students in KS2 are explicitly taught the term ‘democracy’ and they explore what democracy 
looks like in the classroom, the whole school and the wider community. This builds on their 
learning from KS1, as students are beginning to explore the idea that not all countries are 
democratic and they will begin to think about whether our democratic voting system is fair. 
Within this, students will build on their understanding of British Values and the importance 
of democracy within school and the wider community. They will learn about the main 
political parties in the UK and start to consider which political party they might align with. 
 



In KS3, students will explore the big ideas that politicians use to decide how to run the 
country as well as the difference between right and left wing politics. They will begin to 
consider the impact of political decisions in the wider world, including human rights and why 
some countries might be poor. They will then learn about freedom of speech and the media’s 
role within politics as well as the legal and justice system within the UK. 
  
By KS4, students will develop their understanding of politics and the media by exploring 
propaganda and the media’s role within this. In year 11, pupils will learn vocabulary such as 
‘political lobbying’, how this can affect decision making within parliament and enforce 
individual agendas. They learn key terms such as ‘spin’ and how this impacts politics within 
the wider British media.  
 
 

Concept: Character 

KS1: 

Year 1: How do I forgive? Being grateful. Honesty being the best policy. Virtue shield. 

Year 2: How do I mend a friendship? How can I show gratitude? Virtue shield. 

KS2: 

Year 3: Why should I forgive? Why must we check the truth of a story before repeating to others? 

Aristotle’s bottles 

Year 4: How do we feel when we forgive others? How can I show gratitude? What is the voice of 

conscience? Aristotle’s bottles. 

Year 5: What positive qualities are needed for us to forgive? Why is it important to think before we 

speak? Aristotle’s bottles 

Year 6: How can talking to someone help solve my problems? What am I thankful for? What is 

honesty? Aristotle’s bottles. 

KS3: 

Year 7: Who is Malala Yousafzai and what did she represent? Who is Alan Turring and what did he 

represent? Why do people protest and can it create change? - Brave, heroic – helping to change 

society for the better? 

Year 8: Who are the Bristol boys and what do they represent? Who is Mohammed Ali and what does 

he represent? Who is Simone de Beauvoir and what did she represent? What are our religious 

freedoms?  (Feminism, social message of black pride) 

Year 9: Does ethnicity change the description of criminal acts? Who is Julian Assange and what did 

he do? What is the gender pay gap? What has Brexit changed in the Uk?  

KS4: 

Year 10: What is the argument for and against the increase in immigration? Who is Emiline 

Pankhurst and what does she represent? Did the UK gov. Engage in corruption? Who is Greta 

Thunberg and what does she represent?  (Suffragettes, stand up for what you believe in)  



Year 11: Edward Snowdon – was he a traitor or a hero (religious freedom fighter?) Ned Lud – what 

did the luddites really fight against (agriculture vs. Technological development)? Corrie Ten Boom – 

forgotten hero? Spike Lee? Challenging race and persecution in films? (Stand up for what you believe 

in, making a change to society) 

 

Students are first introduced to the concept of character building in KS1 with a topic on 
forgiveness and they develop their understanding of this concept each year. They then begin 
to explore the virtue of gratitude as well as how they can be an honest individual. This then is 
applied to friendships and how they can display these positive characteristics within their 
social interactions.  
 
Students in KS2 pupils learn about why it is important to forgive others, building on their 
learning from KS1. They develop their understanding of forgiveness by exploring the 
feelings associated with this action and they explore the positive qualities needed to forgive. 
They also develop their understanding of honesty in their conversations with others, ensuring 
that they check the truth of a story before repeating to others. Pupils are introduced to the 
vocabulary ‘conscience’ and explore the emotion of guilt and regret associate with not telling 
the truth. They will also learn about the importance of thinking before they speak, 
understanding that there are consequences to their actions, both positive and negative. 

 
In KS3, students will …............... 
 
 explore diversity in the UK and will begin to consider the positive aspects of a diverse 
community.  In year 9, pupils will consider the challenges faced by individuals living within 
a diverse community and how this can be overcome. Pupils will explore the term ‘prejudice’ 
in depth and the negative impact on wider society. Students will learn about their own 
responsibility in creating a mutually respectful community where individuals can thrive. 
  
By KS4, students will have the opportunity to ….............................. They will explore the 
positive contributions that a diverse community has had upon the wider world, drawing on 
real life examples. They will also consider …...... 
 


