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The purpose of this booklet is to provide you with information on the qualifications you will study during 

Year 10 and 11 and to provide you with a list of subjects that you can choose from. You have already had 

an assembly, and will also attend an Options Evening introducing the Options process and have a series 

of taster sessions for subjects that you can study.   
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Letter from the Principal   

Dear Parent/ Carer  
  
Considering subjects at Key Stage 4 is an exciting time for students, parents and 
staff. Ark Victoria Academy remains committed to providing a broad and balanced 
curriculum that serves the best interests of our students and their aspirations. I am 
confident that this booklet demonstrates how we intend to fulfil that commitment.  
  
At Ark Victoria we recognise the importance of the decisions that students need to make in their 
transition from Key Stage 3 to Key Stage 4.  In this important phase of education, it is crucial that we 
give you clear and informed guidance. This booklet provides information about the subjects available 
and an insight into how the qualifications are delivered and assessed.  
   
Guidance:  
   
There is guidance provided throughout this document but to assist with your reflections, please 
consider:  
  
a) Students should think about the subjects they enjoy; however, this needs to be reviewed without 
thought for the teacher that they may have worked with up to this point, since there can be no guarantee 
that the same teacher will lead them through Years 10 and 11  
  
b) Students should consider what subjects they are good at, and they can confirm their own 
understanding of their progress to date with their current teacher  
  
c)  Students should look for a balanced set of option choices. This is a time when it is prudent to keep 
all avenues available, whilst also being aware of the requirements of certain degrees and career 
pathways  
  
Some courses are compulsory: English Language, English Literature, Maths, Science – combined 
trilogy or separate sciences and Core PE (which is not examined). All other subjects are optional, and 
your child will choose the options they want to study for two years to GCSE level.     
  
Students will be asked to complete an online document with their first and second preferences for each 
option block, which should be completed by Friday 1st April 2022. We will then confirm your child’s 
options by June 2022.  
   
Qualifications gained at the end of Key Stage 4 play an essential role in students going onto sixth form, 
university or pursuing a career of their choice.  By working together and reinforcing our ongoing 
partnership between the school, parents and student, we will successfully meet the challenges of the 
new courses in Years 10 and 11.  
  
Yours faithfully  
  
  
E. McSorley 
Principal  
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Information for Students 

Selecting which subjects to study in Years 10 and 11 is a very important decision. You will be 
studying some subjects in greater depth and therefore need to carefully consider your choices. 
Decisions made now can affect your choice of sixth form or college course, and your future 
employment prospects. 

Which subjects you choose to study must be your decision, but you have many people in school 
who can help such as your form tutor, your teachers, and Head of Year. 

How to choose a course: 

Do: 

• Choose courses where you are making outstanding progress 
• Choose courses that you are interested in further developing (future careers) 
• Research the subject examination board website  
• Read the information offered in this booklet carefully 
• Watch the online subject videos on our website 
• Discuss it with your parents 
• Ask your teachers 

 

Do Not: 

• Choose a course because your friends have chosen that course 
• Choose a course because of the teacher 
• Make a decision without reading about the course 
• Make a decision without thinking about your future after leaving school  

 

Options 

Students will be allowed to choose their Options after the Year 9 Options Evening on 
Wednesday 9th March. Students will be asked to select their first and second preferences for 
each option via an online link which will be sent to all parents through a text message and email.  
The deadline to choose your Options is Friday 1st April. 

Where possible, we will try to meet your child’s first choice, however there may be reasons when 
this is not possible. For example, where there are too many students taking the course, or your 
child’s choice does not match their aptitude in that course and they are unlikely to be successful.  
We will inform you of your child’s options by June 2022. 

 

 



 

 

5 
 

Curriculum 

In Key Stage 4, we offer a full range of academic and vocational programmes with an emphasis 
on achievement at GCSE level. The curriculum at Key Stage 4 gives each student extended time 
to focus on a relatively smaller number of courses. However, the curriculum offer is broad and 
balanced, which allows students to choose from and study a range of subjects.  

Study at Key Stage 4 builds on the key concepts taught in Key Stage 3. Courses that are new to 
students also build on key knowledge from Key Stage 3, for example Business Studies 
incorporates many skills taught in Maths. Further details of different courses can be found on 
the next page. 

 
Educational Excellence and Academic Rigour 
 
At Ark Victoria Academy, there is a strong emphasis on intellectual study and independent 
learning. We believe that this is the best way to equip our students for university as well as the 
professions and success in the career of their choice, as studies in further education require a 
higher level of independent study. We are determined that our students will compete on equal 
terms with students coming from the most privileged backgrounds, in an ever-competitive 
global community. 

Lessons include clear modelling of knowledge and concepts, taught by skilled subject experts, 
as well as opportunities for students to engage in independent practice to apply this knowledge. 
Teachers also set work through platforms such as MS teams, GCSE Pod and Seneca. It is 
expected that students will continue to develop their understanding of content outside of the 
classroom, through research and further tasks to consolidate knowledge; reflecting on their 
understanding and communicating this with their teachers.  
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Key Stage 4 
 
In Year 10, the following subjects will be compulsory: 

• GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature 
• GCSE Maths 
• GCSE Triple or Combined Science 
• Core Physical Education 

Students will choose four additional subjects offered by Ark Victoria from the list below:  

• GCSE Art and Design or Art and Design - Three-Dimensional Design  
• GCSE Business Studies  
• GCSE Computer Science 
• Level 2 Creative I-Media 
• GCSE Drama  
• GCSE French 
• GCSE Geography  
• GCSE History 
• BTEC Music 
• GCSE Religious Studies  
• GCSE PE or Level 2 Sports Studies 

 
Where students are able to speak, write and read an additional second language, we encourage 
students to sit the GCSE examination at the academy. 

Some students with specific needs may be offered alternative qualifications such 
as Princes Trust, Functional skills English and Entry level Maths. If this is the 
case, you will be contacted by school to arrange a meeting to discuss appropriate 
qualifications. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

7 
 

GCSE Art and Design 

Subject  GCSE Art and Design  

Meet the team Ms L Lovell – Head of Art 

Careers in this 
subject 

Fine Art for example: drawing, painting, installation, mixed media, digital media  
Graphic Communication for example: Advertising, communication graphics, interactive design 
including games art, web and app design, illustration. 
Photography for example: Photo-journalism, studio photography, experimental imagery, moving 
image: film, video and animation.  
Textile Design for example: Constructed textiles, digital textiles, dyed fabrics, fashion design. 
Three-dimensional Design: for example: Architectural design, interior design, product design, 
environmental/landscape design, jewellery, theatre design. 

Examination board OCR 
Introduction  This GCSE is designed to bring Art and Design to life and to help you develop your artistic skills and 

expand your creativity, imagination and independence. You will develop essential life skills in 
thinking, reflecting and evaluating; becoming a confident risk-taker.  
This is an inspiring GCSE that will encourage you to consider a wide range of approaches to expressing 
yourself through different materials, media and techniques. It will help you gain knowledge and 
understanding of art, craft, design, media and technologies from different societies and cultures both 
past and present. You will gain skills in photography, drawing, textiles, ceramics, painting, sculpture 
and ICT. 

Our KS4 Curriculum  

 
 

Term Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn 1 Still Life – Artist research “Identity” – Mock exam project 

Research of choice of 
artist/movement.  

Autumn 2 Still Life – Independent project “Identity” – Final individual response 
to the theme title. 

Spring 1 Portraits – Photo realism drawing 
Facial features. Looking at the 
work of Artist Arinze Stanley and 
portrait Sculptor Jacob Epstein. 

Release of Externally moderated task 
(Exam paper) 
Independent research of artists. (Ao1) 
Recording from primary and 
secondary resources. (Ao3) 

Spring 2 Portraits – 
Recreations/experiments in the 
style of other artists and their 
techniques. Ink/Chalk/Oil 
pastels. 

Release of Externally moderated task 
(Exam paper) 
Independent experimentation and 
investigation of techniques and 
processes.  (Ao2) 
Final response to chosen theme – 10-
hour exam (Ao4) 

Summer 1 Portraits – Printing and pen 
processes 

External Moderation by OCR 
moderators. 

Summer 2 Portraits– Investigating surface 
material and painting techniques. 

 

How and when will I 
be assessed? 

This GCSE subject is divided into two components; coursework which is awarded 60% of the marks, 
and exam which is awarded 40%. 
The coursework deadline is the end of the Autumn term in Y11.  All portfolio work is completed and 
mounted along with a finished final piece. Exam preparation runs from January to April.   The exam 
lasts 10 hours and will be sat over two days, where you will produce a final piece. The preparation work 
you create in the run up to the exam will also count towards your final mark.  
Your coursework and exam work will be assessed by your teachers and then externally verified by a 
visiting moderator. 

What skills will I 
develop that can help 
me in the future? 

GCSE Art is a well-respected course by all redbrick universities, known for producing independent 
learners able to project manage, meet deadlines and creatively solve problems. 
 
An Art and Design GCSE is good preparation for progression to A Level or a vocational course in Art.   
It also opens up a world of opportunities in terms of careers in Graphic Design, Fine Art, Photography, 
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Architecture, New Media, Games Development, Costume design, Jewellery Design, Automotive design 
and more. 

Exam specification 
link 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220463-specification-accredited-gcse-art-and-design-j170-j176.pdf  
 

Further information 
available from 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/554125-portfolio.pdf 
 
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/z6hs34j  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220463-specification-accredited-gcse-art-and-design-j170-j176.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/554125-portfolio.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/z6hs34j
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GCSE: Art and Design - Three-Dimensional Design 

Subject  GCSE Three-Dimensional Design 

Meet the team Mrs B Bennett – Faculty Director for Expressive Arts 
Mr M Cashmore – Teacher of DT 

Careers in 
this subject 

Product designer, Graphic Designer, Fine Artist, Photography, Architect, New Media, Games Development, 
Costume designer, Jewellery Designer, Automotive designer, set designer and much more. 

Examination 
board 

OCR 

Introduction  This GCSE is designed to bring Art and Design to life and to help you develop your practical skills and expand 
your creativity, imagination and independence. You will develop essential life skills in thinking, reflecting and 
evaluating; becoming a confident risk-taker.  
This is an inspiring GCSE that will encourage you to consider a wide range of approaches to expressing yourself 
through different materials, media and techniques. It will help you gain knowledge and understanding of 
prototyping and modelling. You must explore practical and written work of three-dimensional designers and 
investigate the different purposes, intentions and functions of three-dimensional design, linking it to your own 
work. You will gain skills in photography, drawing, textiles, ceramics, painting, sculpture and ICT. 

Our KS4 
Curriculum  

 
 

Term Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn 1 The autumn term will provide a foundation that 

will introduce you to key skills and techniques 
through a mini project and/or one-off workshops. 
A key focus will be on recording through drawing 
and developing practical skills. 
Practical Skills for working with timber will 
include measuring and marking out, cutting 
timber by hand, machine cutting, laser cutting, 
drilling holes, making joints, sanding and 
preparing the surface and using finishes.  

Project 2 – Mock exam project 
Research of choice of artist/movement.  

Autumn 
2 

“PROJECT NAME” – Final individual 
response to the theme title. 

Spring 1 Sensory Toy – Skill Development Project 
Students will focus on developing their textile 
skills  

Release of Externally moderated task 
(Exam paper) 
Independent research of artists. (Ao1) 
Recording from primary and secondary 
resources. (Ao3) 

Spring 2 Home Furnishings project :  
Mind—Map - Moodboard - Own photography - 
Drawing from observation and responding to an 
artist’s/designer’s work - Design drawings- CAD 
Artist research into any of the following designers 
and companies: Cas Holman - Teresa Bergen - 
Paula Lorence - Yaara Nusboim- Alessandra 
Fumagalli Romario – B toys – Le Toy Van, Vincent 
Calder, Lego, Ray and Charles Eames  

Release of Externally moderated task 
(Exam paper) 
Independent experimentation and 
investigation of techniques and 
processes.  (Ao2) 
Final response to chosen theme – 10-
hour exam (Ao4) 

Summer 
1 

Home Furnishings: Technical drawing - Procreate 
- CAD modelling - cardboard modelling - Wood- 
Clay- Casting - 3D Printing - Mixed media surfaces 
– Textiles – Metals 
 

External Moderation by OCR 
moderators. 

Summer 
2 

Home Furnishings: Develop ideas connecting to 
the theme and artists/designers research - A range 
of final designs - models and media trials 
Final outcome: Working prototype 

 

How and 
when will I be 
assessed? 

This GCSE subject is divided into two components; coursework which is awarded 60% of the marks, and exam 
which is awarded 40%. 
The coursework deadline is the end of the Autumn term in Yr11.  All portfolio work is completed and mounted 
along with a finished final piece. Exam preparation runs from January to April.   The exam lasts 10 hours and 
will be sat over two days, where you will produce a final piece. The preparation work you create in the run up to 
the exam will also count towards your final mark.  
Your coursework and exam work will be assessed by your teachers and then externally verified by a visiting 
moderator. 
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What skills 
will I develop 
that can help 
me in the 
future? 

GCSE Three-Dimensional Design is a well-respected course by all redbrick universities known for producing 
independent learners able to project manage, meet deadlines and creatively solve problems. 
 
An Art and Design GCSE is good preparation for progression to A Level or a vocational course in Art.   It also 
opens up a world of opportunities in terms of careers in Graphic Design, Fine Art, Photography, Architecture, 
New Media, Games Development, Costume design, Jewellery Design, Automotive design and much more. 

Exam 
specification 
link 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220463-specification-accredited-gcse-art-and-design-j170-j176.pdf  
 

Further 
information 
available from 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/574375-three-dimensional-design-portfolio.pdf 
 
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/z6hs34j  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220463-specification-accredited-gcse-art-and-design-j170-j176.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/z6hs34j
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GCSE Biology 

Subject GCSE Biology 

Meet the team Mrs S Rashid – Faculty Director of Science 
Mr A Aziz – Teacher of Science 
Dr A Abbotts – Teacher of Science 
Ms R Al-Oja - – Teacher of Science 
Mr S Hussain – Teacher of Science 
Mr U Ibraheem – Teacher of Science 

Careers in this subject Academic researcher, biotechnologist, higher education lecturer, marine biologist      
microbiologist, nanotechnologist, nature conservation officer, pharmacologist, research 
scientist (life sciences), scientific laboratory technician and veterinary nurse. 

Examination board AQA 
Introduction  GCSE study in the sciences provides the foundation for understanding the material world. 

Scientific understanding is changing our lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity. 
Students will gain appreciation of how the complex and diverse phenomena of the natural 
world can be described in terms of a small number of key ideas that relate to the sciences. 

Our KS4 Curriculum  

 

Term Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn 1 Cell Division   

Organising animals and 
plants  
 

Hormonal Coordination  
Genetics and evolution  
Ecology: organising an ecosystem  
Plant hormones and responses 
Using plant hormones  
Asexual reproduction  
DNA and protein synthesis  
Gene expression and mutation  

Autumn 2 Communicable diseases  
Preventing bacterial growth 

Biodiversity and ecosystems  
Controlling body temperature 
Removing waste products   
The human kidney  
Dialysis 
Kidney transplants  
The impact of change 
Trophic levels and biomass Factors 
affecting food security  
Making food production efficient and 
sustainable food production  

Spring 1 Preventing and treating 
disease  
Non-communicable diseases  

Re-teach and revision  

Spring 2 Reproduction  
Making monoclonal 
antibodies  
Uses of monoclonal 
antibodies  

Re-teach and revision  

Summer 1 The human nervous system  
Variation and evolution  
The brain 
The eye 
Common problems of the eye 
Cloning Adult cell cloning 

Re-teach and revision  

Summer 2 Genetics and evolution 
The history of genetics 
Theories of evolution 
Accepting Darwin’s ideas 
Evolution and speciation 

 

How and when will I be 
assessed? 

There are two papers. Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from 
distinct topic areas. Papers are either Higher Tier or Foundation Tier.  Each paper is 1 hour 45 
minutes long, with 100 marks available and each paper accounts for 50% of the total GCSE.  
Questions are from a range of multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open 
response.  
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What skills will I develop 
that can help me in the 
future? 

● Develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific disciplines 
of Biology 
● Develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science, through different 
types of scientific enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions about the world 
around them 
● Develop and learn to apply observational, practical, modelling, enquiry and 
problem-solving skills in the laboratory, in the field and in other learning environments 

Exam specification link https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461 
Further information 
available from 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/zpgcbk7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/zpgcbk7
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GCSE Business Studies 

Subject  GCSE Business Studies 
Meet the team Mr M Nandi – Assistant Headteacher and Business Studies teacher 

Examination board Edexcel  
Careers in this subject Bank manager, business analyst, digital marketer, financial adviser, human resources officer, 

investment analyst management consultant, pensions adviser and road transport manager 
Introduction  Theme 1 concentrates on the key business concepts, issues and skills involved in starting and 

running a small business. It provides a framework for students to explore core concepts through 
the lens of an entrepreneur setting up a business. 
 
Theme 2 examines how a business develops beyond the start-up phase. It focuses on the key 
business concepts, issues and decisions used to grow a business, with an emphasis on aspects of 
marketing, operations, finance and human resources. It also considers the impact of the wider 
world on the decisions a business makes as it grows. 

Our KS4 Curriculum  

 
 

Term Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn 1 Students will learn the dynamic 

nature of business, risk and reward 
and the role of business enterprise. 

Students will learn business growth, 
changes in business, aims and 
objectives, business and globalisation, 
ethics, the environment and business 

Autumn 2 Students will learn customer needs, 
market research, market 
segmentation and the competitive 
environment. 

Students will learn the 4 P’s – Price, 
product, promotion, place and using 
the marketing mix to make business 
decisions 

Spring 1 Students will learn business aims 
and objectives, business revenues, 
costs and profits, cash and cash 
flow and sources of business 
finance. 

Students will learn Business 
operations, working with suppliers, 
managing quality and the sales 
process, business calculations and 
understanding business performance. 

Spring 2 Students will learn the options for 
start-up and small businesses, 
business location, the marketing 
mix and business plans. 

Students will understand 
organisational structures, effective 
recruitment, effective training and 
development and motivation 

Summer 1 Students will learn business 
stakeholders, technology and 
business, legislation and business, 
the economy and business and 
external influences. 

Revision and re-teach. 

Summer 2 Revision and re-teach. Revision and re-teach. 

How and when will I be 
assessed? 

The course is made up of 2 papers.   
• Paper 1: Written exam (50% of the qualification), 1 hour and 30 minutes. The paper has 3 

sections (A, B and C).  The paper will consist of calculations, multiple choice, short answer 
and extended writing questions. Questions in section B and C will be based on a scenario 
given in the paper.  

• Paper 2:  Written exam (50% of the qualification), 1 hour and 30 minutes.  The paper has 3 
sections (A, B and C).  The paper will consist of calculations, multiple choice, short answer 
and extended writing questions. Questions in section B and C will be based on a scenario 
given in the paper.  

All exams will be sat at the end of Year 11. 
What skills will I develop 
that help me in the future? 

Skills that will be developed are financial management, marketing, sales and customer service, 
communication and negotiation, leadership, project management and planning, delegation and 
time management and problem solving.   
Potential jobs in the future can include engineering, accountancy, business management, project 
manager, economist, banking, IT, insurance, hospitality and communications.  

Exam specification link https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Business/2017/teaching-and-
learning-materials/GCSE-9-1-business-getting-started-guide%20with%20cover.pdf  

Further information 
available from 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zpsvr82  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/teachers/keystage_4/topics/business_studies.shtml   
https://businesscasestudies.co.uk/teacher-resources/    
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/business-
2017.resources.html?filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Publisher%252FPearson  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Business/2017/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCSE-9-1-business-getting-started-guide%20with%20cover.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Business/2017/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCSE-9-1-business-getting-started-guide%20with%20cover.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zpsvr82
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/teachers/keystage_4/topics/business_studies.shtml
https://businesscasestudies.co.uk/teacher-resources/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/business-2017.resources.html?filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Publisher%252FPearson
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/business-2017.resources.html?filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Publisher%252FPearson
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GCSE Chemistry 

Subject  GSCE Chemistry 

Meet the team Mrs S Rashid – Faculty Director of Science 
Mr A Aziz – Teacher of Science 
Dr A Abbotts – Teacher of Science 
Ms R Al-Oja – Teacher of Science 
Mr S Hussain – Teacher of Science 
Mr U Ibraheem – Teacher of Science 

Careers in this subject Academic researcher, analytical chemist, biotechnologist, chemical engineer, forensic scientist, 
nanotechnologist, pharmacologist, toxicologist, nuclear engineer, patent attorney and radiation 
protection practitioner. 

Examination board AQA 
Introduction  GCSE study in the sciences provides the foundation for understanding the material world. 

Scientific understanding is changing our lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity. 
Students will gain appreciation of how the complex and diverse phenomena of the natural 
world can be described in terms of a small number of key ideas that relate to the sciences and 
that are both inter-linked and of universal application 

Our KS4 Curriculum  

 
 

Term Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn 1 Bonding and structure  

Nanoparticles 
Applications of nanoparticles  

The Earth's resources  
Organic reactions  
Polymers 
Using resources  
 

Autumn 2 Chemical changes Extent of chemical  
change  
 
Crude oil and fuels 

Spring 1 Rates and equilibrium 
Chemical changes 
Strong and weak acids  

Re-teach and revision 

Spring 2 Electrolysis  
Molecules and matter  

Re-teach and revision 

Summer 1 Chemical cells and batteries  
Fuel cells 

Re-teach and revision 

Summer 2 The Earth’s resources  
Tests for positive  
and negative ions  
 
Instrumental analysis  

 

How and when will I be 
assessed? 

There are two papers. Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from 
distinct topic areas. Papers are either Higher Tier or Foundation Tier.  Each paper is 1 hour 45 
minutes long, with 100 marks available and each paper accounts for 50% of the total GCSE.  
Questions are from a range of multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open 
response.  

What skills will I develop 
that can help me in the 
future? 

● Develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific disciplines 
of Biology 
● Develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science, through different 
types of scientific enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions about the world 
around them 
● Develop and learn to apply observational, practical, modelling, enquiry and 
problem-solving skills in the laboratory, in the field and in other learning environments 
● Develop their ability to evaluate claims based on science through critical analysis of the 
methodology, evidence and conclusions, both qualitatively and quantitatively. 

Exam specification link https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462 
Further information 
available from 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/z8xtmnb 

 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/academic-researcher
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/analytical-chemist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/biotechnologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/chemical-engineer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/forensic-scientist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/nanotechnologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/pharmacologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/toxicologist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/nuclear-engineer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/patent-attorney
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/radiation-protection-practitioner
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/radiation-protection-practitioner
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/z8xtmnb
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GCSE Combined Science 

Subject Combined Science  
Meet the team Mrs S Rashid – Faculty Director of Science 

Mr A Aziz – Teacher of Science 
Dr A Abbotts – Teacher of Science 
Ms R Al-Oja – Teacher of Science 
Mr S Hussain – Teacher of Science 
Mr U Ibraheem – Teacher of Science 

Careers in this subject Immunologist, medicine, dentistry, geoscientist, food technologist, ecologist, dietician, nuclear 
engineer, health and safety inspector, x-ray expert, volcanologist and lab technician          

Examination board AQA 
Introduction  GCSE study in the sciences provides the foundation for understanding the material world. 

Scientific understanding is changing our lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity. 
Students will gain an appreciation of how the complex and diverse phenomena of the natural 
world can be described in terms of a small number of key ideas that relate to the sciences and 
that are both inter-linked and of universal application 

Our KS4 Curriculum  

 

Term Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn 1 Biology: Cell Division   

Organising animals and plants  
Chemistry: Bonding and structure 
Physics: Energy and energy 
resources  
Conservation and dissipation of 
energy  

Biology: Hormonal Coordination  
Genetics and evolution  
Ecology: organising an ecosystem  
  
  
  

Autumn 2 Biology: Communicable diseases  
Chemistry: Chemical changes  

Biology: Biodiversity and ecosystems  
Chemistry: Extent of chemical  
Change.  Crude oil and fuels  
 

Spring 1 Chemistry: Rates and equilibrium  
Chemical changes  
Physics: Energy resources  

Chemistry:   
The Earth's resources  
Physics Force and motion  
Magnetism and electromagnetism  

Spring 2 Biology: Preventing and treating 
disease  
Non-communicable diseases  
Reproduction  
Chemistry: Electrolysis  
Molecules and matter  
Physics: Energy changes  
Electricity in the home  

Re-teach and revision  

Summer 1 Physics: Radioactivity  
Biology: The human nervous 
system Variation and evolution  

Re-teach and revision  

Summer 2 Biology: Genetics and evolution 
Chemistry: The Earth’s resources  

  

How and when will I be 
assessed? 

For GCSE Combined Science there are six papers: 2 Biology papers, 2 Chemistry papers and 2 
Physics papers. Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic 
areas. Papers are either Higher Tier or Foundation Tier.   
• Each paper is 1 hour 15 minutes long, with 70 marks available and each paper accounts for  

16.7% of the total GCSE.   
• Questions are from a range of multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open 

response.  
What skills will I develop 
that can help me in the 
future? 

● Develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific disciplines 
of Biology 
● Develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science, through different 
types of scientific enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions about the world 
around them 
● Develop and learn to apply observational, practical, modelling, enquiry and 
problem-solving skills in the laboratory, in the field and in other learning environments 
● Develop their ability to evaluate claims based on science through critical analysis of the 
methodology, evidence and conclusions, both qualitatively and quantitatively. 

Exam specification link https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/nuclear-engineer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/nuclear-engineer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/health-and-safety-inspector
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464
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Further information 
available from 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/z8r997h 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/z8r997h


 

 

17 
 

GCSE Computer Science 

Subject  GCSE Computer Science 

Meet the team Mr R Singh – Faculty Director of Enterprise and Computer Science 
Mr A Hussain – Computer Science and Creative I-Media Teacher 

Careers in this subject With a Computer Science qualification, you can go on to the following careers: 
Programming engineer, Data scientist, Software tester, Web developer, Systems analyst, 
Business analyst, Product manager, Network architect, Software engineer, Technical support 
Game developer  

Examination board OCR 
Introduction  Computer science is a very large subject with lots of applications. Computer scientists design 

new software, solve computing problems and develop different ways to use technology. But, 
whatever they’re doing, all computer scientists rely on ‘computational thinking’. 
 
Computational thinking involves looking at a problem and working out a way a computer might 
be able to help you solve it. To do this, you need to understand how a computer processes 
information. 
 
You probably use computational thinking at school too, but don’t realise it. If you analyse a 
problem and plan out the solutions, you are using computational thinking 

Our KS4 Curriculum   

 
 

Term Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn 1 Data Representation Operating systems and 

Ethical, legal, cultural and 
environmental impact 

Autumn 2 Programming Fundamentals Searching and sorting 
algorithms 

Spring 1 Computer Hardware Identifying and preventing 
vulnerabilities  

Spring 2 Computational Thinking Re-teach and revision  

Summer 1 Networks Re-teach and revision  
Summer 2 Designing, creating, refining 

algorithms 
  

How and when will I be 
assessed? 

The course is made up of 2 papers: 
Paper 1: J277/01: Computer systems. Written exam (50% of the qualification), 80 marks, 1 
hour and 30minutes. The paper will consist of multiple choice, short answer, extended 
response and extended writing questions. The paper will include questions that target 
computer-related mathematics.  
Paper 2: J277/02: Computational thinking, algorithms and 
programming. Written exam (50% of the qualification) 80 marks, 1 hour and 30 minutes. The 
paper will consist short answer and extended writing questions. The paper will include 
questions that target computer-related mathematics.  
 
All exams will be sat at the end of Year 11.  

What skills will I develop 
that can help me in the 
future? 

Computer Science will help you develop a range of skills which can help you in the career of 
your choice. Some of these skills are problem solving, decomposition, abstraction, 
understanding how computers operate and how networks transmit data. In addition to this you 
will also develop your programming skills. 
 

Exam specification link https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j277-from-2020/ 
 

Further information 
available from 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/z34k7ty  https://www.computerscience.gcse.guru/    

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j277-from-2020/
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/z34k7ty
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/z34k7ty
https://www.computerscience.gcse.guru/
https://www.computerscience.gcse.guru/
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Level 2 Creative I-Media 

Subject OCR Level 1/Level 2 Cambridge National in Creative I-Media 

Meet the team Mr R Singh – Faculty Director of Enterprise and Computer Science 
Mr A Hussain - Teacher of Computer Science and Creative I-Media 
Mr M Nandi – Teacher of Business Studies and Creative I-Media 

Careers in this subject Production assistant, video editor, social media specialist, social media manager, film maker, 
digital artist, producer, sound engineer and video game designer.  

Examination board OCR 
Introduction  Vocational qualifications develop practical skills and knowledge related to an employment area, 

and are designed to help students learn in a practical way. They are offered in schools and 
colleges and can help students aquire the skills needed to start a job, progress in a career or go 
on to higher levels of education. Vocational qualifications include classroom-based and 
practical activities, and are assessed usually by both written and practical coursework or exams. 

Our KS4 Curriculum  Term Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn 1 Students will cover the unit R094: 

Visual identity and digital graphics. 
This is a coursework-based unit and 
is worth 25% of the qualification. In 
total the unit is worth 50 marks. 
Students will learn how to develop 
visual identities for clients. The 
topic will include: 

• Develop visual identity  
• Plan digital graphics for 

products 
• Create visual identity and 

digital graphics 

Students will cover the unit R093: 
Creative iMedia in Media Industry. 
This is the only exam-based unit and 
is worth 50% of the qualification. The 
exam will be 1 hour and 30 minutes in 
length and is worth 70 marks. 
Students will learn about the sectors, 
products and job roles that form the 
media industry.  The topics covered 
throughout the year are: 

• The media industry 
• Factors influencing product 

design 
• Pre-production planning 
• Distribution considerations. 

 
Autumn 
2 

Students will cover the unit R094: 
Visual identity and digital graphics.  
Students will learn how to develop 
visual identities for clients. The 
topic will include:  

• Develop visual identity   
• Plan digital graphics for 

products  
• Create visual identity and 

digital graphics  

Students will cover the unit R093: 
Creative iMedia in Media Industry. 
Students will learn about the sectors, 
products and job roles that form the 
media industry.  The topics covered 
throughout the year are: 

• The media industry 
• Factors influencing product 

design 
• Pre-production planning 
• Distribution considerations. 

 

Spring 1 Students will cover the unit R094: 
Visual identity and digital graphics. 
Students will learn how to develop 
visual identities for clients. The 
topic will include: 

• Develop visual identity  
• Plan digital graphics for 

products 
• Create visual identity and 

digital graphics 

Students will cover the unit R093: 
Creative iMedia in Media Industry. 
Students will learn about the sectors, 
products and job roles that form the 
media industry.  The topics covered 
throughout the year are: 

• The media industry 
• Factors influencing product 

design 
• Pre-production planning 
• Distribution considerations. 

 
Spring 2 Students will cover the unit R099: 

Digital games. 
This is a coursework-based unit and 
is worth 35% of the qualification. In 
total the unit is worth 70 marks. 

Students will complete outstanding 
coursework from year 10 and 11 so 
they can be submitted. 
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• Students will learn to 
interpret client briefs to 
devise original digital game 
concepts. 

• Learn to plan digital games 
effectively and to use a 
game design document 

• To cover topics that plan, 
create and review a game. 

Summer 
1 

Students will cover the unit R099: 
Digital games. 
This is a coursework-based unit and 
is worth 35% of the qualification. In 
total the unit is worth 70 marks. 

• Students will learn to 
interpret client briefs to 
devise original digital game 
concepts. 

• Learn to plan digital games 
effectively and to use a 
game design document 

• To cover topics that plan, 
create and review a game. 

 

Students will complete outstanding 
coursework from year 10 and 11 so 
they can be submitted. 
 

Summer 
2 

Students will cover the unit R099: 
Digital games. 
This is a coursework-based unit and 
is worth 35% of the qualification. In 
total the unit is worth 70 marks. 

• Students will learn to 
interpret client briefs to 
devise original digital game 
concepts. 

• Learn to plan digital games 
effectively and to use a 
game design document 

• To cover topics that plan, 
create and review a game. 

 

Students will complete outstanding 
coursework from year 10 and 11 so 
they can be submitted. 
 

How and when will I be 
assessed? 

 The following two modules are mandatory:   
• R093: Creative I-Media in Media Industry. 
• Ro94: Visual identity and digital graphics. 
A further unit makes up the full qualification. This is:   
• R099: Digital Games 
All units, except Creative I-Media in Media Industry are internally marked and externally 
moderated.   

What skills will I develop 
that help me in the future? 

 This course will equip Students with skills, such as:   
• Planning  
• Research and analysis  
• Working with others  
• Communicating technical concepts  

 
Exam specification link https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/610942-specification-cambridge-nationals-creative-imedia-

j834.pdf 
Further information 
available from 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/creative-imedia-level-1-2-award-
certificate-j807-j817/changes-for-2022/ 
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GCSE Drama 

Subject  GCSE Drama 

Meet the team Mr L Hopson – Head of Performing Arts 

Careers in this 
subject 

Acting, Theatre Design, Presenting, Directing, Public Speaking, Teaching, TV and Film Roles, Lighting 
/Sound Technician, Events C0-ordinator and Writer 

Examination 
board 

Edexcel 

Introduction  GCSE Drama is all about understanding what it is like to be in somebody else’s shoes whilst improving key 
social skills which are essential for life. Students will work in a practical way, exploring characters in a 
variety of different situations. Students will have the opportunity to create their own work as well as 
explore a variety of plays written by other playwrights.  

This inspiring GCSE will encourage you to consider a wide range of approaches by expressing yourself 
through different methods of performance and techniques. It will help you gain knowledge and 
understanding of theatre, technical, design, practitioners and playwrights from different societies and 
cultures both past and present. You will gain skills in performance, critical writing, technology, design and 
interpretation 

 
Our KS4 
Curriculum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Component 1: Devising 

Component 2: Solo/Duo Scripted Performance 

Component 3: Theatre makers in practice (“An Inspector Calls” by JB Priestley) 

Term Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn 1 Re-cap Key Drama skills and 

techniques 
Drama History 
Drama practitioners and styles 
Component 1: Devising from a 
stimulus 
 

Component 1: Devising - 
reteach 

Autumn 2 Component 1: Devising from a 
stimulus   
 

Component 2: Performance 
from a Text – re-teach 
Component 3, Written 
Exam: - re-teach 

Spring 1 Component 2: Performance 
from a Text (“Blood Brothers 
by Willy Russell and ‘Two’ 
by Jim Cartwright)  

Component 1: Devising – re-
teach 
Component 2: Performance 
from a Text – conclude 
(submission in Spring)  

Spring 2 Component 2: Performance 
from a Text (“Blood Brothers 
by Willy Russell and ‘Two’ 
by Jim Cartwright) 
 
Component 3, Section A: 
Theatre makers in practice (“An 
Inspector Calls” by JB 
Priestley)  

Component 1: Devising – 
conclude (submission in May) 
Component 3, Written 
Exam: - conclude (final exam in 
May) 

Summer 1 Component 3, Written 
Exam, Section A: Theatre 
makers in practice (“An 
Inspector Calls” by JB 
Priestley) 
Component 3, Written 
Exam, Section B: Live 
Performance Evaluation (tbc) 

Summer 2   



 

 

21 
 

How and when 
will I be assessed? 

This GCSE subject is divided into three components: 

Component 1: Devising (worth 40%) 

• Performance (worth 10%) 
• Portfolio (worth 30%) 

All portfolio work is completed alongside your practical work. The preparation work you create in the run 
up to the exam will also count towards your final mark.  

Component 2: Performance from a Text (worth 20%) 

• Performance of two monologues/duologues (“Blood Brothers by Willy Russell and ‘Two’ by Jim 
Cartwright worth 20%) 

•  
Component 3: Theatre makers in practice (worth 40%) 

• (“An Inspector Calls” by JB Priestley); written exam (1 hour and 30 mins) 
Your coursework and Exam work will be assessed by your teachers and then externally verified by a 
visiting moderator. 

 
What skills will I 
develop that help 
me in the future? 

GCSE Drama is not just about acting. The course inevitably covers all sorts of transferable skills that will 
be essential throughout life: communication, presentation/public speaking, group and leadership skills, 
problem solving, time management, initiative and the ability to work to a deadline and get it right first 
time (there are no re-runs!). Colleges and Universities like Drama experience as it represents a confident 
and well-rounded individual, which is desirable in almost all career paths and vocations.  

Drama is also a subject to take if you want a job in the entertainment industry; in front of an audience or 
behind the scenes. It is also relevant and interesting to people who are interested in cultural or social 
issues. 

 
Exam 
specification link 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.html  

Further 
information 
available from 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.html
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GCSE English Language  

Subject  GCSE English Language 
Meet the team Mr D Cooper – Faculty Director of English 

Mrs H Turner- Teacher of English/ Personal development co-ordinator 
Mr P Simpson- Teacher of English / Secondary School Reading Coordinator 
Mr A Hussain- Teacher of English / EAL Coordinator 
Mr A Brown- Teacher of English/ Deputy Headteacher  
Ms N McPhilimey – Teacher of English / SENDCo  
Mr M Danks – Teacher of English 
Ms E Lovell – Teacher of English 
Ms A Kalsoom – Graduate Teaching Assistant 

Careers Digital copywriter, Editorial assistant, English as a foreign language teacher, Lexicographer, 
Journalist, Publishing copy-editor/proof-reader, Web content manager, Writer 

Examination board AQA 
Introduction  The specification will enable students of all abilities to develop the skills they need to read, 

understand and analyse a wide range of different texts covering the 19th, 20th and 21st century time 
periods as well as to write clearly, coherently and accurately using a range of vocabulary and 
sentence structures. 
Each paper has a distinct identity to better support high quality provision and engaging teaching 
and learning. Paper 1, Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing, looks at how writers use 
narrative and descriptive techniques to engage the interest of readers. Paper 2, Writers' Viewpoints 
and Perspectives, looks at how different writers present a similar topic over time. 

Our KS4 Curriculum   
 
 
 
 

Term Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn 1 Language Paper 1:  

Explorations in Creative Reading 
and Writing.  
Students will be required to plan, 
write and revise imaginative 
narratives and descriptions.  
They will also be asked to analyse 
the works of others within 
multiple fiction genres. 

Language Paper 1:  
Explorations in Creative 
Reading and Writing 
Students will be required to 
improve their craft of planning, 
writing and revising narratives 
and descriptions.  
They will also be asked to 
analyse the works of others 
within multiple fiction genres. 

Autumn 2 

Spring 1 

Language Paper 2:  
Writers' Viewpoints and 
Perspectives. 
Students will be required to plan, 
write and revise persuasive non-
fiction texts.  
They will also be asked to 
analyse, compare and summarise 
the works of others within 
multiple forms of non-fiction. 

Language Paper 2:  
Writers' Viewpoints and 
Perspectives. 
Students will be required to 
improve their planning, writing 
and revision of non-fiction 
texts.  
They will also be asked to 
analyse, compare and 
summarise the works of others 
within multiple forms of non-
fiction. 

Spring 2 

Summer 1 Language Paper 1: Reading 
Section   
Students will be asked to focus in 
more detail on their analysis of 
the works of others within 
multiple fiction genres. 
 
Language Paper 2:  
Writing Section 
Students will be required to 
improve their planning, writing 
and revision of non-fiction texts. 
They will use this to complete 
their speaking and listening 
materials prior to Year 11 
examinations. 

This term is used to revise the 
key skills on both papers and 
make sure that our students are 
exam ready.  

Summer 2 
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How and when will I be 
assessed? 

1. Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing – 50% 
1 hour and 45 minutes.  80 Marks. 
Section A: Reading • one unseen fiction text  
Section B: Writing • descriptive or narrative writing 
 
2. Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives – 50% 
1 hour and 45 minutes.  80 Marks. 
Section A: Reading • one non-fiction text and one literary non-fiction text  
Section B: Writing • writing to present a viewpoint 
 
3. Non-examination Assessment: Spoken Language – 0% 

What skills will I 
develop that help me in 
the future? 

English Language develops a wide range of skills which are valuable to graduate employers 
including: how to argue a point, how to think independently, to summarise and precis, to write and 
speak well, to write reports, to present information effectively and to work as part of a team. 

Exam specification link https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/specifications/AQA-8700-SP-2015.PDF  
Further information 
available from 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/specifications/AQA-8700-SP-2015.PDF
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700
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GCSE English Literature 

Subject  English Literature 

Meet the team Mr D Cooper – Faculty Director of English 
Mrs H Turner- Teacher of English/ Personal development co-ordinator 
Mr P Simpson- Teacher of English / Secondary School Reading Coordinator 
Mr A Hussain- Teacher of English / EAL Coordinator 
Mr A Brown- Teacher of English/ Deputy Headteacher  
Ms N McPhilimey – Teacher of English / SENDCo  
Mr M Danks – Teacher of English 
Ms E Lovell – Teacher of English 
Ms A Kalsoom – Graduate Teaching Assistant 

Careers in this subject Novelist, Poet, Politician, Lawyer, Song Writers, Campaigners, Critics, Journalists, Editors 

Examination board AQA 
Introduction  In this subject we explore key texts from the canon of Literature. This involves studying a play 

from Shakespeare and a play from the 21st century. Students will also engage with an anthology 
of poetry alongside a challenging pre-1900 prose text. 
English Literature is about reading through traditional texts of fiction from British history, that 
capture key aspects of life, the times and beliefs of the world, at that time. Students are 
encouraged to be critical and analytical of characters, methods and forms. They are encouraged 
to enjoy the multitude of rich cultural knowledge from the texts, and make connections from 
within the context of the texts to modern day. 

Our KS4 Curriculum   

 
 

Term Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn 1 An Inspector Calls Anthology Poetry 
Autumn 2 An Inspector Calls Unseen poetry 
Spring 1 Macbeth An Inspector Calls re-teach 
Spring 2 Macbeth  Macbeth re-teach 
Summer 1 Jekyll and Hyde Key revision of all texts. 
Summer 2 Jekyll and Hyde  

How and when will I be 
assessed? 

English Literature will involve two exam papers to be sat at the end of Year 11 in June.  
These two exam papers will offer extracts from the key texts and key essay questions based on 
character and theme choices. 

• Paper 1: Shakespeare and Pre 1900, this paper will involve two extracts from the 
respective texts and ask students to answer a question based on character and theme 
choices. We are studying Macbeth and Jekyll & Hyde for this paper. 

• Paper 2: Modern text and Poetry, this paper will involve students answering a question 
on the drama text An Inspector Calls and 3 questions related to anthology and unseen 
poetry.  

What skills will I develop 
that can help me in the 
future? 

In depth analysis skills that allow students to really unpick methods. Explicit teaching of drama 
techniques and how to identify them within plays. A clear planning method and the ability to 
write extensive critiques and explanations to suit a thesis. The ability to compare across a range 
of time periods and materials. 

Exam specification link https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702 
 

Further information 
available from 

AQA explain assessment objectives: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0B6GRviuHtM 
 
Expert for Literature teaching content: https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff 
 
Parent Guide to AQA Revision: http://www.thewarrenschool.net/wp-
content/uploads/2014/12/Parents-Guide-to-AQA-Revision.pdf 
 
AQA Explaining AO2:  
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/as-and-a-level/english-literature-a/teach/teaching-
guide-ao2 
 
Example of the paper: 
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/sample-papers-and-mark-schemes/2018/june/AQA-87022-QP-
JUN18-CR.PDF 
 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0B6GRviuHtM
https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff
http://www.thewarrenschool.net/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Parents-Guide-to-AQA-Revision.pdf
http://www.thewarrenschool.net/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Parents-Guide-to-AQA-Revision.pdf
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/as-and-a-level/english-literature-a/teach/teaching-guide-ao2
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/as-and-a-level/english-literature-a/teach/teaching-guide-ao2
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/sample-papers-and-mark-schemes/2018/june/AQA-87022-QP-JUN18-CR.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/sample-papers-and-mark-schemes/2018/june/AQA-87022-QP-JUN18-CR.PDF
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GCSE French 

Subject  GCSE French 

Meet the team Ms H Souli – Head of MFL 
Mrs L Lee - Deputy Head Teacher / Teacher of French 
Ms E Gilpin - Teacher of French 
Ms A Farrant- Teacher of French 

Careers in this subject Academic researcher, Interpreter, Teacher, Translator, International aid/development worker, 
Tutor, jobs in Travel and tourism 

Examination board Edexcel 
Introduction  Our content has been structured across five themes. This flexible programme of study allows 

time for a focused revision period at the end of the course. 
 
The five themes are: 
● Identity and culture 
● Local area, holiday and travel 
● School 
● Future aspirations, study and work 
● International and global dimension. 

Our KS4 Curriculum  

 
 

Term Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn 1 Town and local area Work 
Autumn 2 Town and local area The environment 
Spring 1 Holidays Revision 
Spring 2 Holidays Revision/Speaking exam 
Summer 1 School NA 
Summer 2 Consolidation NA 

How and when will I be 
assessed? 

KS4 Assessment breakdown: Higher tier Grade 9-4 and Foundation tier Grade 1-5. The course 
is made up of 4 papers: 
 
Paper 1: Listening 
Paper 2: Speaking 
Task 1 – A role-play based on one topic that is allocated by Pearson.  
Task 2 – Questions based on a picture stimulus, based on one topic that is allocated by Pearson.  
Task 3 – Conversation based on two themes. The first theme is based on the topic chosen by the 
student in advance of the assessment.  
Paper 3: Reading 
Students are assessed on their understanding of written French across a range of different 
types of texts, including advertisements, emails, letters, articles and literary texts. Students are 
required to respond to multiple-response and short-answer questions based on these.  
Section A is set in English. The instructions to students are in English. Section B is set in 
French. The instructions to students are in French. Section C includes a translation passage 
from French into English with instructions in English. 
Paper 4: Writing  
Foundation tier – three open response questions and one translation into French.  
Higher tier – two open response questions and one translation into French. Higher tier – two 
open response questions and one translation into French. 

What skills will I develop 
that chelp me in the future? 

Languages are an asset in the world we live in and give you great skills for the rest of your life. 
The internet has brought everyone much closer together, so chatting, blogging and networking 
with people of different languages from all over the world is an everyday reality. 
Languages can open the door to a breadth of careers nationally or internationally and are skills 
that employers value and are willing to remunerate more for (on average 10% more) 
You will learn how to communicate effectively in a foreign language, whether it is to visit 
amazing places for pleasure or work. 
A French GCSE will also strengthen your grammatical skills, making your understanding and 
ability to use the subtleties of the English language even stronger. 
 

Exam specification link https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-2016.html  
Further information 
available from 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/z9dqxnb 
 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-2016.html 
 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-2016.html
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/z9dqxnb
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-2016.html
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GCSE Geography 

Subject  GCSE Geography  

Meet the team Miss S Addy – Head of Geography 
Miss K Ward – Teacher of Geography 

Careers in this subject Cartographer, Teacher, Lawyer, Town planner, Tourism, Air host, Volcanologist, Political risk 
analyst, Landscape architect, International aid worker, Trade, and Business manager. 

Examination board AQA 
Introduction  Students will travel the world from their classroom, exploring case studies in the United 

Kingdom (UK), higher income countries (HICs), newly emerging economies (NEEs) and lower 
income countries (LICs). 
Topics of study include climate change, poverty, deprivation, global shifts in economic power 
and the challenge of sustainable resource use. Students are also encouraged to understand their 
role in society, by considering different viewpoints, values, and attitudes. 

Our KS4 Curriculum  

 
 

Term Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn 1 Natural Hazards Changing Economic World 
Autumn 2 Natural Hazards Changing Economic World 
Spring 1 The Living World Resource management 
Spring 2 Urban Issues Pre-release booklet for Paper 3 
Summer 1 UK Landscapes Revision 
Summer 2 UK Landscapes  

How and when will I be 
assessed? 

The course is made up of 3 papers. 
   
• Paper 1: Written exam (35% of the qualification), 1 hour and 30 minutes.  
• Paper 2:  Written exam (35% of the qualification), 1 hour and 30 minutes.   
• Paper 3: Written exam (30% of the qualification), 1 hour and 15 minutes.  
 
All exams will be sat at the end of Year 11. 

What skills will I develop 
that can help me in the 
future? 

Geographers should also possess the following specific qualities: analytical skills, 
mathematical/scientific comprehension, and the ability to form a coherent argument. 
Geographers commonly analyse information and spatial data from a variety of sources, such as 
maps, photographs, and censuses. They must then be able to draw conclusions from analysis of 
different sets of data. 

Exam specification link https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse  
Further information 
available from 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zpsvr82   
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse 
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/ 
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/map/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zpsvr82
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/map/
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GCSE History 

Subject  History  
Meet the team Mr A Pritchard – Head of History 

Miss H Moody – Assistant Headteacher / Teacher of History 
Miss Z Akram – Head of Year 10 / History of Teacher 
Mr C Webster – Teacher of History 

Careers in this subject Politics, Genealogy, Anthropology, Archive work, Administration, Tourism, Sociology, 
Publishing, Teaching, Civil service, Cultural heritage, Law, Journalism, Archaeology, 
Restoration work, Diplomatic service and Museum work.  

Examination board Edexcel 
Introduction  This GCSE is designed to develop students’ understanding of the world around them. Each 

paper tests different skills, which allows students to develop an array of different skills through 
the course, which are all transferable into adult life. 
In addition, each topic is relatable to the modern day. Super Power relations, which focusses on 
the relationship between Russia and America still has parallels with how different countries are 
interacting today. This course educates students on how different governments were formed, 
and how different political ideas and processes can be used and how they can influence public 
thought. All of these skills are vital for being a member of modern society where politics and 
media are such power tools. Additionally, this course allows students to interrogate 
information, check for reliability of information and scrutinise the facts. Again, these are skills 
which are needed in the world after school, especially with the rise of “fake news” and the use of 
media to influence voters. Finally, it will enable students to gain an understanding of why and 
how Britain changed over time, resulting in our modern society. For example, the Battle of 
Hastings and the Normanisation of England still have an impact on today’s Britain.  

Our KS4 Curriculum  

 
 

Term Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn 1 Weimar and Nazi Germany Medicine through time  

Autumn 2 Weimar and Nazi Germany Anglo-Saxon and Norman England 
Spring 1 Super Power Relations and 

the Cold War  
Anglo-Saxon and Norman England 

Spring 2 Super Power Relations and 
the Cold War 

Revision 

Summer 1 Medicine through time  
Summer 2 Medicine through time   

How and when will I be 
assessed? 

This GCSE is assessed through 3 examined papers, which will take place at the end of Year 11. 
There is not a coursework element. 
The qualification will include: 
 
Paper 1: A thematic study and historic environment. This is worth 30% of the qualification and 
is scored out of 52. Which will be a study of the changes of Medicine in Britain from the 
Medieval period to modern day. 
Paper 2: A period study and a British depth study. This is worth 40% of the qualification and is 
scored out of 64. 
The period study on offer is the changing relationships of two superpowers following the end of 
World War II, the Soviet Union and America. Alongside the British depth study, Anglo-Saxon 
and Norman England. Which includes the famous Battle of Hastings in 1066 and how England 
was changed by the Normans.  
Paper 3: A modern depth study. This is worth 30% of the qualification and is marked out of 52.  
The modern depth study we have chosen is the Weimar and Nazi period of Germany following 
the end of World War 2. The students will study the rise of Hitler.  

What skills will I develop 
that can help me in the 
future? 

GCSE History will help you understand how the world you live in was shaped, and make you 
consider today’s society in a different way. Studying History at GCSE will help you develop 
many skills that are useful in the world of work. For example, as part of the GCSE you will have 
to form structured answers to explain the causes of consequences of events, analyse sources, 
question information from the past, form a judgement, and put forward an argument. All of 
these skills are useful and transferable to life after GCSE’s, whether A level or apprenticeships. 
In addition, you will develop important literacy and thinking skills that are extremely valuable 
to potential future employers.  
History is also useful as a subject to support the study of other subjects. History and English 
could lead to a career in journalism or writing historical fictions. History and Maths, or 
Business studies could lead to a career in research, entrepreneurship or a career in 
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administration. History is also a gateway to subjects such as Law and politics. History and Art 
can combine for careers in architecture and restoration projects – a part of engineering.  
 

Exam specification link https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-
sample-assessments/GCSE_History_(9-1)_Specification_Issue_2.pdf  

Further information 
available from 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/zwwxqhv  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/GCSE_History_(9-1)_Specification_Issue_2.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/GCSE_History_(9-1)_Specification_Issue_2.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/zwwxqhv
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GCSE Mathematics 

Subject  Mathematics 

Meet the team Mrs T Sehejpal– Faculty Director of Mathematics 
Miss R Sadique – Deputy Director of KS4 Maths and Maths Mastery Lead  
Mr R Alipour – Teacher of Mathematics  
Mr A Wahab – Teacher of Mathematics  
Miss A Mahmood – Teacher of Mathematics  
Mr C Hubble – Graduate Teaching Assistant 

Careers in this subject Accountant, Actuary, Investment Analysis, Statistician, Engineer, Teacher and Astronomer 

Examination board Edexcel 

Introduction  In mathematics we are passionate about developing students to have: 

• A positive attitude towards mathematics as well as competence and confidence in 
mathematical knowledge, concepts and skills. 

• An understanding of mathematics through a process of enquiry and experiment. 
• An ability to solve problems, to reason, to think logically and to work systematically and 

logically. 
• The skills to use their own initiative and an ability to work both independently and in 

co-operation with others. 
• An ability to communicate through mathematics, and to use and apply mathematics 

across the curriculum and in real life. 
Our KS4 Curriculum  

 

Term Year 10 Year 11 

Autumn 1 Indices and standard form, 
Multiples, factors, Standard 
form, Surds 

Averages and Range 
Representing and interpreting data 
Probability 

Autumn 2 Equations and Inequalities 
Linear Graphs 
Transformations 

Collecting Data 
Cumulative Frequency, box plots 
and Histograms 

Spring 1 Fractions and Percentages 
Ratio and Proportion  

Vectors and Geometric proof 
Equation of a circle  
Algebraic Proof 

Spring 2 Quadratic Graphs 
Proportion Graphs 
3D shapes and properties 

Re-teach and revision 

Summer 1 Accuracy and Bounds 
Circle Theorems 
Similarity and congruence 

Re-teach and revision 

Summer 2 Trigonometry Graphs 
Further Trigonometry 

 

How and when will I be 
assessed? 

• The course is made up of 3 equally weighted papers.   
• Paper 1 (Non-Calculator), 1 hour and 30 minutes.  
• Paper 2 (Calculator), 1 hour and 30 minutes. 
• Paper 3 (Calculator), 1 hour and 30 minutes. 
• All exams will be sat at the end of Year 11. 
• There are two tiers available: Foundation tier (Grades 1-5) and Higher tier (Grades 4-9). 
• Students sit all three exams at the same tier. 

What skills will I develop 
that can help me in the 
future? 

The mathematics course enables all students to develop knowledge, skills and understanding of 
mathematical methods and concepts including: 

• Number  
• Algebra  
• Ratio, proportion, rates of change  
• Geometry  
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• Statistics  
• Probability  
• Use their knowledge and understanding to make connections between mathematical concepts 
• Apply the functional elements of mathematics in everyday and real-life situations 

Exam specification link https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/specification-
and-sample-assesment/gcse-maths-2015-specification.pdf 

Further information 
available from 

www.hegartymaths.com/ 

www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html 

www.nrich.maths.org 

https://www.mathswatchvle.com/ 

https://corbettmaths.com/ 

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z38pycw 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/specification-and-sample-assesment/gcse-maths-2015-specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/specification-and-sample-assesment/gcse-maths-2015-specification.pdf
http://www.hegartymaths.com/
http://www.nrich.maths.org/
https://www.mathswatchvle.com/
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z38pycw
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BTEC Music 

Subject  BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Music 

Meet the team Miss L Ayling – Assistant Headteacher/Teacher of Music 
Miss M Pirosca – Teacher of Music  

Careers in this 
subject 

Studying BTEC Music can lead you into an exciting and creative career in the music and media industries. 
The skills that you will develop and the careers you could go into are endless. Studying music could help 
with careers in Performance, Composition, Producing, Teaching; careers in recording studios, Radio and in 
theatres and live music venues, to name a few. 

Examination board Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Music 
Introduction  Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. Music increases self-

confidence, creativity, and a sense of achievement. Music allows you to be critical, analytical and develops 
leadership skills, whilst working together with others. In Music, you explore and engage with the music 
industry and develop a range of relevant practical and technical skills that span a wide range of styles and 
genres.  
Within this music course, you will explore music product development and events management and apply 
your knowledge in new and practical industry-related context. You will study the music industry and cover 
the fundamental knowledge, skills and understanding required for the music sector. You will build and gain 
knowledge on how to perform on your own and within an ensemble and learn fundamental music theory 
skills to compose music.  

Our KS4 
Curriculum 

Term Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn 1 Introduction to BTEC Music 

through Performance and 
Composition (bridging unit) 

Unit 1: The Music Industry  

Autumn 2 Unit 1: The Music Industry  Unit 1: The Music Industry 
Spring 1 Unit 4: Introducing Music 

Composition 
Unit 1: The Music Industry 

Unit 4: Introducing Music 
Composition 
Unit 2: Managing a Music 
Product  
Unit 5: Introducing Music 
Performance 
Coursework tidy-up 

Spring 2 Unit 4: Introducing Music 
Composition 
Unit 1: The Music Industry 

Unit 1: The Music Industry Exam 
Prep 

Summer 1 Unit 2: Managing a Music 
Product  
Unit 5: Introducing Music 
Performance 

Unit 1: The Music Industry Exam 
Prep 

Summer 2 Unit 2: Managing a Music 
Product  
Unit 5: Introducing Music 
Performance 

  

 

How and when will I 
be assessed? 

This qualification consists of mandatory and optional specialist units. These units include two mandatory 
units and two optional specialist units. The optional specialist units that students will be studying are: 
Introducing Music Composition  
Introducing Music Performance 
Unit 2 (Managing a Music Product), Unit 4 (Introducing Music composition) and Unit 5 (Introducing Music 
Performance) are all coursework-based units and are assessed internally. Unit 1 (The Music Industry) is an 
exam-based unit and will be assessed externally in the form of a written paper, marked by Pearson.   

What skills will I 
develop that help 
me in the future? 

BTEC Music doesn’t just consist of playing music. The course covers all sorts of transferable skills that will 
be essential throughout life: communication, presentation/public speaking, group and leadership skills, 
problem solving, time management, using initiative and the ability to work to a deadline. Colleges and 
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Universities appreciate subjects such as music as it represents a confident and well-rounded individual, 
which is desirable in almost all career paths and vocations.  

Exam specification 
link 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Firsts/Music/2013/Specification-and-sample-
assessments/9781446936177_BTECFIRST_L12_AWD_MUSIC_Iss2.pdf  

Further information 
available from 

Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Music specification 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/music-2013-nqf.html 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Firsts/Music/2013/Specification-and-sample-assessments/9781446936177_BTECFIRST_L12_AWD_MUSIC_Iss2.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Firsts/Music/2013/Specification-and-sample-assessments/9781446936177_BTECFIRST_L12_AWD_MUSIC_Iss2.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/music-2013-nqf.html
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GCSE Physical Education 

  
Subject  GCSE PE 

Meet the team Mrs S Coughlan - Faculty Director of PE, Health & Wellbeing 
Mr M Latham - Director of Student Experience/ Teacher of PE 
Mr S Martin - Head of Year 8 / Teacher of PE 

Careers in this subject Sports science, PE teacher, Physiotherapist, Professional sportsperson, Sports coach/consultant, Sports 
policy at local and national level, Diet and fitness instructor, Personal trainer. 

Examination board OCR  

Introduction  GCSE (9–1) specifications in Physical Education will equip learners with the knowledge, understanding, 
skills and values to develop and maintain their performance in physical activities and understand the 
benefits to health, fitness and well-being. This will require them to:  
• Develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin physical activity and 
sport and use this knowledge to improve performance 
• Understand how the physiological and psychological state affects performance in physical activity and 
sport  
• Perform effectively in different physical activities by developing skills and techniques and selecting and 
using tactics, strategies and/ or compositional ideas  
• Develop their ability to analyse and evaluate to improve performance in physical activity and sport  
• Understand the contribution which physical activity and sport make to health, fitness and well-being  
• Understand key socio-cultural influences which can affect people’s involvement in physical activity and 
sport. 

Our KS4 Curriculum  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 lesson of theory per week 

2 lessons of practical per week (this will change in the lead up to practical moderation or the exam 
period). 

Practical sports include (but not exclusive to): 

Netball, Badminton, Handball, Table Tennis, Football, Cricket. 

Term Year 10 Year 11 

Autumn 1 Skeletal System 
Muscular System  

Commercialisation of Sport 
Ethics in Sport 
Participation Trends 

Autumn 2 Movement Analysis 
Cardiovascular System 
Respiratory System 

Sports Psychology 

Spring 1 Effects of exercise on the 
body 
Components of Fitness 

Practical and coursework 
external assessment 
Revision 

Spring 2 Principles of Training 
Injury Prevention 

Summer 1 AEP (Controlled 
Assessment) preparation 

Summer 2 AEP (Controlled 
Assessment) write up 14 
hours 
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How and when will I be 
assessed? 

 

All aspects listed opposite 
will be assessed during the 
Summer term in Year 11. 

  

What skills will I develop 
that can help me in the 
future? 

GCSE Physical Education has been designed as a qualification that will bridge knowledge between GCSE 
and A-Level to support learning in further education.  Students engage in practical and theory content in 
order to fully engage with the content of the course. As well as all the key academic content the students 
will learn, they will also develop skills in communication, social, physical fitness, analysis and evaluation, 
which will benefit them in all other subjects. 

This course is closely linked with Science and will support learning and development in chosen study 
pathways and careers. 

Exam specification link https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/physical-education-j587-from-2016/ 

Further information 
available from 

• https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/ztrcg82  
• https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/physical-education-j587-from-2016/
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/ztrcg82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport
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Physical Education – Core 

Subject   Core PE  

Meet the team  Mrs S Coughlan - Faculty Director of PE, Health & Wellbeing 
Mr M Latham - Director of Student Experience/ Teacher of PE 
Mr S Martin - Head of Year 8 / Teacher of PE 

Examination board  N/A  
Introduction   Core PE is an important and COMPULSORY part of school life. Every student is required to take 

part in physical activity until they leave school at the end of Year 11.   
 
Sport is a key theme in most areas of the education and health policy. The need for people to lead 
healthy and active lifestyles, rather than sedentary ones, is increasingly prominent in respect of 
government initiatives, and this is reflected in the school’s curriculum.   
 
Benefits of exercise and physical activity:  

• Reduces stress and anxiety  
• Improves memory  
• Boosts decision making skills  
• Improves multi-tasking and planning  
• Increases self-esteem  
• Increase confidence  
• Can provide students with a better view of themselves  
• Improves quality of sleep  
• Aids concentration  
• Improves attention  

Our KS4 Curriculum   Students will experience a range of team and individual sports, as well as building on fitness levels 
and developing leadership skills through sport.  
 
Sports  
Netball/Basketball  
Handball  
Badminton  
Table Tennis  
Fitness  
Football 
Boxing 
Cricket 
 
Focus on game play, anticipation, developing and applying skills and tactics in sport, officiating and 
how to outwit an opponent. Increasing/maintaining participation in sport to sow the seeds for 
lifelong learning.  

How and when will I be assessed?  Core PE has no formal assessment as it is not a GCSE, but as you can see from the information 
above it can help support students’ development across all subjects and career pathways.  

What skills will I develop that can 
help me in the future?  

Educating students and supporting informed lifestyle choices.  
 
Benefits of sport for children include:   

• reduced risk of obesity  
• Lower levels of stress and anxiety  
• increased cardiovascular fitness  
• healthy growth of bones, muscles, ligaments and tendons  
• improved coordination and balance  
• a greater ability to physically relax and, therefore, avoid the complications of   chronic 

muscular tension (such as headache or back ache)  
• improved sleep  
• mental health benefits, such as greater confidence   
• improved social skills  
• improved personal skills, including cooperation and leadership.  

 



 

 

36 
 

Reducing inactivity may be more effective in achieving overall increases in energy levels in young 
children than putting the emphasis on increasing involvement in sporting activities. Taking steps to 
reduce children’s sedentary time is important.  
 
Personal skills include;  

• Understanding fair play,   
• Respect,   
• Analysis and evaluation skills  
• Teamwork,   
• Communication skills,   
• Leadership skills,   
• Increasing confidence,   
• Performing under pressure,   
• Resilience,   
• Determination   
• Being able to use your initiative.  

Exam specification link  N/A  
Further information available from  • https://youthsporttrust.org  

• https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/exercise/exercise-health-benefits/  

• http://www.afpe.org.uk/physical-education/mental-health-and-the-importance-
of-pe-sport-and-physical-activity-in-the-curriculum/  

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-
physical-education-programmes-of-study  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youthsporttrust.org/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/exercise/exercise-health-benefits/
http://www.afpe.org.uk/physical-education/mental-health-and-the-importance-of-pe-sport-and-physical-activity-in-the-curriculum/
http://www.afpe.org.uk/physical-education/mental-health-and-the-importance-of-pe-sport-and-physical-activity-in-the-curriculum/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-physical-education-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-physical-education-programmes-of-study
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GCSE Physics 

Subject GCSE Physics  

Meet the team Mrs S Rashid – Faculty Director of Science 
Mr A Aziz – Teacher of Science 
Dr A Abbotts – Teacher of Science 
Ms R Al-Oja – Teacher of Science 
Mr S Hussain – Teacher of Science 
Mr U Ibraheem – Teacher of Science 
 

Careers in this subject Actuary, Applications developer, Clinical technologist, Data analyst, Nuclear engineer, 
Operational researcher, Patent attorney, Prosthetist/orthotist and Software engineer           

Examination board AQA 
Introduction  GCSE study in the sciences provides the foundation for understanding the material world. 

Scientific understanding is changing our lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity. 
Students will gain an appreciation of how the complex and diverse phenomena of the natural 
world can be described in terms of a small number of key ideas that relate to the sciences and 
that are both inter-linked and of universal application 

Our KS4 Curriculum  

 
 

Term Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn 1 Energy and energy 

Resources 
Conservation and dissipation 
of energy 

Force and motion 
Using conservation of momentum  
 

Autumn 2 Magnetism and 
electromagnetism  

Impact zones  
Safety first  
Force and pressure  
Waves: light  

Spring 1 Energy resources Re-teach and revision 
Spring 2 Energy changes  

Electricity in the home 
Re-teach and revision 

Summer 1 Electromagnets in devices 
Generator effect Alternating 
current Transformers 
 
Transformers in action  
  

Re-teach and revision 

Summer 2 Radioactivity  

How and when will I be 
assessed? 

There are two papers for Physics.  
• Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas. 

Papers are either Higher Tier or Foundation Tier.   
• Each paper is 1 hour 45 minutes long, with 100 marks available and each paper accounts 

for 50% of the total GCSE.   
• Questions are from a range of multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open 

response.  
What skills will I develop 
that can help me in the 
future? 

●     Develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific 
disciplines of Biology 

●     Develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science, through different 
types of scientific enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions about the world 
around them 

●     Develop and learn to apply observational, practical, modelling, enquiry and 
problem-solving skills in the laboratory, in the field and in other learning environments 

●     Develop their ability to evaluate claims based on science through critical analysis of the 
methodology, evidence and conclusions, both qualitatively and quantitatively. 

Exam specification link https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463 
Further information 
available from 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/zsc9rd 
 

 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/zsc9rd


 

 

38 
 

GCSE Religious Studies 

Subject  GCSE Religious Studies  

Meet the team Mr A Nore – Faculty Director / Head of RE 
Mrs M Bashir – Teacher of RE 

Careers in this subject 
 

Teaching, Public Services, Law, Business and Banking.  

Examination board Edexcel (Specification B) Christianity & Islam.  
Introduction  Have you ever wondered why people choose to believe in God in the face of such evil and 

suffering in the world? Does life begin at birth or before that? What happens when we die? 
Does God exist?  
These are some of the questions that many people today often think about during their lives.  
This course examines religious beliefs and how they affect people’s lifestyles and the decisions 
they make. The study of Islam and Christianity throughout this GCSE encompasses key beliefs 
and teachings of those religions as well as a thematic approach to these religions. Students will 
learn what religions believe about life after death, marriage and the family as well as peace and 
conflict within the world.   
Through group work, discussions and debates combined with exciting and stimulating 
teaching, students are enabled to express their own views and opinions and gain the knowledge 
and understanding they need to justify views and opinions.  

Our KS4 Curriculum  

 

Term Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn 1 An Introduction to Islam /  

An Introduction to 
Christianity 

Area of Study 2: Religion, Peace and 
Conflict (Islam) 
Living the Muslim Life 

Autumn 2 Area of Study 1: Religion and 
Ethics (Christianity) 
Marriage and the Family 

Area of Study 2: Religion, Peace and 
Conflict (Islam) 
Living the Muslim Life 
 
Area of Study 1: Religion and Ethics 
(Christianity) 
Living the Christian Life 

Spring 1 Area of Study 1: Religion and 
Ethics (Christianity) 
Marriage and the Family 

Area of Study 2: Religion, Peace and 
Conflict (Islam) 
Crime and Punishment 

Spring 2 Area of Study 1: Religion and 
Ethics (Christianity) 
Christian Beliefs 

Area of Study 2: Religion, Peace and 
Conflict (Islam) 
Peace and Conflict 
Revision for exams 

Summer 1 Area of Study 1: Religion and 
Ethics (Christianity) 
Christian Beliefs 

 

Summer 2 Area of Study 2: Religion, 
Peace and Conflict (Islam) 
Muslim Beliefs 

 

How and when will I be 
assessed? 

This GCSE is divided into two exams at the end of Year 11. 
Paper 1 – Area of Study 1 – Religion and Ethics (Christianity) 50% 
Paper 2 – Area of Study 2 – Peace and Conflict (Islam) 50%  
However, throughout the GCSE course, students will be supported on how to answer exam 
questions by looking at the skills required. They will then be continually assessed in lessons by 
practising example and past GCSE style questions to prepare them for their real exams. 
Throughout Year 10 and Year 11, they will also have the opportunity to sit mock GCSE exams 
which provide an insight into how the real exams will be structured.  

What skills will I develop 
that can help me in the 
future? 

GCSE RS is a well-respected qualification and many universities love students who are critical 
thinkers and are able to form and justify their own opinions. The subject allows individuals to 
take ownership, control and responsibility.  
Students who take Religious Studies at GCSE have gone on to become medical professionals, 
civil and public servants, as well as take high profile jobs such as Members of Parliament. The 
opportunities which this subject provides are endless.  

Exam specification link https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-
2016.html 

Further information 
available from 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses.html 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses.html
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Level 2 Sports Studies 

Subject   OCR Cambridge Nationals L1/2 Certificate in Sports Studies J813  
Meet the team  Mrs S Coughlan - Faculty Director of PE, Health & Wellbeing 

Mr M Latham - Director of Student Experience/ Teacher of PE 
Mr S Martin - Head of Year 8 / Teacher of PE 

Careers in this 
subject 

Exercise physiologist, Fitness centre manager, Personal trainer, Primary school teacher, Secondary 
school teacher, Sports administrator, Sports coach, Sports development officer. 

Examination board  OCR   
Introduction   Mandatory (both these units will be completed) 

R184: Contemporary issues in sport 
In this unit, students will learn about a range of topical and contemporary issues in sport, relating 
to; participation levels and barriers, promotion of values and ethical behaviour, the role of high-
profile sporting events, the role of national governing bodies and how technology is used within 
sport. 
R185: Performance and leadership in sports activities 
In this unit, students will learn how to develop their skills as both a performer, in two different 
sporting activities, and as a leader in one activity. As a leader they will have the opportunity to plan, 
deliver and review safe and effective sporting activity sessions. They also have the opportunity to 
develop a range of transferable skills. 
Students will work both independently and as part of a team, including communicating with team 
mates as well as being in front of an audience when they perform. They will perform under 
pressure, both as a participant and as a leader, and will use their initiative to solve problems and 
make decisions. They will also deal with rapidly changing conditions and situations. 
Optional (students will only study one of these topics) 
R186: Sport and the media 
In this unit, students will learn to explore media sources and apply real life examples to 
demonstrate the nature of the relationship between media and sport. They will develop their ability 
to evaluate and interpret the different ways in which sport is represented by the media. 
R187: Increasing awareness of outdoor and adventurous activities 
In this unit, students will learn how to find out information about what opportunities there are in 
their local area, as well as nationally in the UK, for all different types of activities. They will learn 
how you can benefit from and enjoy activities safely by finding out what equipment, clothing, 
facilities and technology you need, as well as completing planning to help keep them safe. 

Our KS4 
Curriculum   

  
Term  Year 10  Year 11  
Autumn 1  R184 (2) & R185 (1) R185 (1) & R186 or R187 (2) 
Autumn 2  R184 (2) & R185 (1) R185 (1) & R186 or R187 (2) 
Spring 1  R184 (2) & R185 (1) R185 (1) & R186 or R187 (2) 
Spring 2  R184 (2) & R185 (1) R185 (2) & R186 or R187 (1) 
Summer 1  R184 (2) & R185 (1) R185 (2) & R186 or R187 (1) 
Summer 2  R184 (2) & R185 (1)   
  

How and when will I 
be assessed?  

R184: External examination in Summer of Year 11 (70 marks, 1hr 15min exam) 
R185: NEA Coursework – mostly practical assessment, but some written work (80 marks, approx. 
16 hours) Summer of Year 10 or January of Year 11 work sent for external Moderation. 
Either R186 OR R187:  NEA Coursework – dependent on unit maybe practical or written work (40 
marks, 8-10 hours) Summer Year 11 work sent for external moderation. 

What skills will I 
develop that can 
help me in the 
future?  

This will help you to develop independence and confidence in using skills that would be relevant to 
the Exercise, Physical Activity, Sport and Health sector. The qualification will also help you to 
develop learning and skills that can be used in other life and work situations, such as: 
• Completing research • Working with others • Planning training programmes • Evaluating and 
making recommendations to help improve performance • Creating and delivering presentations • 
Writing reports • Leadership skills • Healthy living and lifestyle skills.  
 
This qualification will complement other learning that you’re completing for GCSEs or vocational 
qualifications at Key Stage 4 and help to prepare you for further study. More information about this 
is given below. 
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Exam specification 
link  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/610953-specification-cambridge-nationals-sport-studies-j829.pdf 

Further information 
available from  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport  
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-studies-level-1-2-
j829/assessment/ 
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-studies-level-1-2-
j829/qualification-at-a-glance/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/610953-specification-cambridge-nationals-sport-studies-j829.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-studies-level-1-2-j829/assessment/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-studies-level-1-2-j829/assessment/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-studies-level-1-2-j829/qualification-at-a-glance/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-studies-level-1-2-j829/qualification-at-a-glance/
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Frequently asked questions 

You will undoubtedly have many questions about how to choose your GCSE options. The questions below will help you 
to make the correct choices. However, it is important to speak to your parents and teachers to help with your decision.  

Are GCSE English, Maths and Science compulsory? 

Yes, English, Maths and Science are compulsory - these are core subjects. All students must study the core subjects. 

Can I choose both Geography and History GCSE? 

Yes, this option is available. 

Should I base my GCSE options on subjects I am good at? 

Being good at a particular subject will help you manage your GCSE workload, because you will be able to complete work 
more quickly and get good results.  Results from your Summer exams will be able to inform you how good you are at a 
certain subject, and this will eventually lead to you studying a suitable course at KS5.  

Should I base my GCSE options on subjects I enjoy? 

It is fine to consider choosing subjects you enjoy at GCSE level. You will be studying that subject for 3 periods a week 
for the next two years, so it will definitely help if there are aspects of the subject you enjoy. If you enjoy a subject, you 
are more likely to work harder which will help to get good grades. 

Should I choose a GCSE subject because my friends are doing it? 

This is another popular question, and the advice is not to choose a subject because your friends are going to choose it. 
You may end up choosing a subject that you have little or no interest in and this may affect how much effort you put into 
the subject. 

Thinking about the future after GCSEs, are my A-Level choices affected by the GCSE choices I make 
now? 

Some A-level options do not require you to have studied them at GCSE first – for example, Psychology or Economics. 
You do not need to have these options at GCSE to study them at A-level. For other subjects you will most likely need the 
GCSE related to your option choice, so check with the sixth form, colleges and apprenticeships what they require from 
you.   

If you have any further questions, feel free to ask your subject teachers, form tutor or a member of the Senior Leadership 
Team.  

Do I have to do French, History or Geography? 

Choosing these subjects will allow your child to have a broader understanding of the world that we live in.   

How many Level 2 qualifications can I pick? 

You can pick a maximum of two Level 2 qualifications. 
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Ark Victoria Academy 
Talbot Way, Small Heath 

Birmingham 
B10 OHJ 

 
0121 393 4459 

 
info@arkvictoria.org 
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