
Ark Victoria Secondary Newsletter

Happy birthday to the following pupils who will celebrate 
their birthdays next week:

Azlaan Hanif 7 Tolkien
David Dumitru 8 Simmonds
Abdulkadir Tahlil 9 Cadbury
Ayman Lebbar 110 Yousafzai
Sulieman Sattar 110 Yousafzai
Usmaan Ali 8 Yousafzai

Headteacher’s Welcome:

Birthdays next Week

Our weekly Celebration Assemblies will be uploaded onto our 
YouTube channel from Monday 8th June 2020

Y7:  11.30am
Y8:  12.00pm
Y9:  12.30pm
Y10: 1.00pm. 

You can view the assemblies here. 
https://bit.ly/ArkVictoriayoutube

Celebration Assembles

Friday 5th June 2020

Secondary parents and carers - Please email us any completed students’ work for, positive stories or videos on a 
weekly basis to: s.homelearning@arkvictoria.org

Please email any art work to be display in our Virtual Art Gallery to virtualart@arkvictoria.org

Dear Ark Victoria students,

I hope that you and your families are all keeping well and that you had a restful break over half term. Recent world events have prompted us to 
think the following quote: ‘Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.’

We have all watched with distress as the tragic events in the US have developed.  The battle against racism, against systemic inequality of all kinds 
is at the core of Ark’s mission. At Ark Victoria we stand against injustice and inequality. Education can empower us and provide us with ways to 
address inequalities through raising awareness and by tackling discrimination. As Nelson Mandela proclaimed: ‘Education is the most powerful 
weapon which you can use to change the world.’

All lives matter. And injustice hurts us all. ‘Justice will not be served until those who are unaffected are as outraged as those who are’. Benjamin 
Franklin.  Please see below for some useful links which our head of History Mr Pritchard has put together to tackle injustice and inequality:

One documentary which covers the history and struggles of the civil rights movement in America is ‘Eyes on the prize’ available on YouTube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ts10IVzUDVw&t=231s – this documentary covers the history of the civil rights movement and struggles of 
Black Americans from the 1950s, beginning with the Little Rock 9. Little Rock Nine were a group of nine black students who enrolled at a formerly 
all-white Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas, in September 1957. I use segments of this documentary within lessons.  This documentary 
often makes me realise how lucky we are to have such a multicultural community here at Ark Victoria where all are welcome.

Of course, racial discrimination is not only an issue in America. Racial discrimination is found across the whole world and unfortunately exists in 
Britain too. To find out more about the roots of British discrimination, watch the video of Akala on YouTube. Akala picks apart many of the modern 
myths around gangs, street violence and black youth, looking at the ways these are perpetuated in the media and who benefits from perpetuating 
them, as well as looking back to the Windrush generation and the institutionalised injustices that led to the recent crisis. It is an education. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=atfVUgyEIOI

Lastly, Ark Victoria recognises the importance of supporting something you believe in strongly. We have been working with staff to come up with a 
school motto and wish to work with you to come up with a school pledge - a promise to support the things we believe in strongly, for example 
eradicating poverty or celebrating diversity. We will be in touch with more details for you to get involved.

Finally, some of our primary pupils have returned to school and we hope to welcome some Y10 students in too this half-term but also looking 
forward to a time when we can all be back in school.

Look after yourselves, take care and stay safe

Ms McSorley

Ambitious

Resilient

Kind

https://bit.ly/ArkVictoriayoutube
mailto:s.homelearning@arkvictoria.org
mailto:virtualart@arkvictoria.org


Ark Victoria Academy

My week of work – Y9 and Y10

Join us on the Learn Live Channel on Tuesday 9th to Friday 12th 
June @ 10:00am for My Week of Work organised by The Careers 
& Enterprise Company and the Oak National Academy.

About My Week of Work

This programme is a week’s worth of work-related activity which is completely free of charge.  This philosophy of 
the week is rooted in collaboration.  Employers, partner providers from the Careers sector, Careers Hubs and 
Careers Leaders from Academies Enterprise Trust (AET) have worked together to produce the following week of 
activities for your child.

The week is designed to target and support Year 10 and Y9.  The resources are designed to complement your home-
based learning plans in a format that is right for your child.  

The programme includes two main features: 
•         The Oak National Academy – 20 sessions scheduled Monday to Friday
•         Learn Live interactive Q&A sessions with a wide range of employers from Tuesday to Thursday with a session 
exploring 'Your Next Steps on Friday'.

To participate in this event you will need to register before the 8th June on the Learn Live Channel:

https://learnliveuk.com/my-week-of-work/

Here is an overview of the Oak National Academy lessons. They are designed to follow a sequence, but also work as 
standalone sessions. You can access the lessons from Monday here.

Friday’s Challenge:

Create your own CV!

Write a summary of what you have learnt from one of the sessions you have taken part in today!

Email your work to Mr Nandi 

https://learnliveuk.com/my-week-of-work/


Ark Victoria Academy

Why is networking 
important?  

We asked Ark alumnus, James 

Webb what he thinks the benefits of 
networking are: 

'Networking is not only connecting with 

people you know, but also those you 
don’t. It allows the sharing of new 

ideas, the creation of new opportunities 
and access to new career prospects. 
Your network will allow the 

collaboration of like minds to create, 
innovate and thrive. Establishing your 

own network and continually putting 
yourself out there; seeing new 
possibilities and developing new 

relationships, will develop the self 
confidence you need to succeed in the 

modern age.'  
 
Read more about networking. 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

'Pour myself a cup of 
ambition' 

As part of the Ark alumni community 
you will receive a monthly newsletter 
highlighting exciting opportunities, 
events and freebies from our 

partners.  
    

 

Join now! 
    

 

  

    

 

Join the Ark Alumni network! 

    

 

What is the Ark Alumni 
network?  

Ark Alumni includes anyone who left an 
Ark school at either Year 11 or Year 
13. So far, we have over 6,000 alumni 

in our network based across the UK 
and internationally. It only takes 1 

minute to complete our online form, so 
sign up today!  

Join the community.   
  

  

  

  

 

  

  

Why should you join? 

As part of the Ark Alumni network you 
will get exclusive access to 

resources, opportunities and events 

that will help support you in your future 
career. Once you're 18 you'll also have 
access to the Ark Alumni online 

platform where you can join networks 

of alumni that will support you with 

university, apprenticeship and your 
chosen career sector.  

  

  

Alumni -
Year 11s 
read on

Please join our Ark Victoria 
Alumni.  Read the message and 

click on the link below.

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk
/r/2HQ5DLK

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/2HQ5DLK


Ark Victoria Academy

Birmingham School Games Virtual Personal Challenges 

Welcome to the introduction of the Birmingham School Games 
Virtual Personal Challenges, brought to you by the 11 School Games 
Organisers (SGOs) across the city and Sport Birmingham. 
For those that do not know the School Games is a national initiative which forms part of the legacy from the London 
2012 Olympics. The School Games is a free opportunity for all young people to engage in physical activity and 
competitive sport. For more information on the School Games please visit www.yourschoolgames.com or ask to speak to 
the Head of PE or PE Coordinator in school about it.
Recently, you may have seen the promotion on social media for our new School Games virtual personal best challenges 
with our first challenge going live on Monday 1st June.

If parents/children have access to the internet they can sign up at www.sgochallenge.com and then follow the 
instructions to register. In the case where children do not have access to the internet, they can still take part in the 
challenges, they just have to submit their results to Ms Coughlan (Faculty Director for PE), who will be asked to 
complete their information on a centralised spreadsheet. Once a challenge has finished, these pupils will have just as 
much chance as finishing in the top 5 as anyone else

Each School Games area has a unique code for registering. Our unique area code for registering is ‘central’.  This code is 
unique for our area, so please don't use any other codes that you may come across unless you are linked to another 
school in another area. If you are unsure then please ask the school.

The challenges that are set are weekly challenges and end on the Sunday of each week. Following the completion of a 
challenge week, the top 5 in each year group for each challenge will be emailed a School Games virtual badge. The SGO’s 
in each area and Sport Birmingham, may wish to promote this on twitter. If you have opted to remain anonymous, 
either online on via a teacher’s submission of results, the SGO will not share this information. If you have any concerns 
with how we use your information please refer to the privacy policy and terms of use on the website or contact the 
school for further information.

The virtual challenge portal is ever evolving to ensure that we are providing the best experience for our young people so 
please do bear with us if we experience any technical difficulties. Please also rest assured that we are keeping a close eye 
on everything, so if it is not working we will know about it.

If you have any issues registering or uploading results please contact your school or the SGO for that area on Twitter 
(Twitter addresses are all included below) or via the Sport Birmingham email address schools@sportbirmingham.com

We hope that in the future parents and teachers will have their own league table so the portal will include all families 
and school communities. We hope you and your child (children) enjoy taking part in the challenges and we can't wait to 
see your results and celebrate your success.

Kind Regards

Hannah Reed
SGO: Central Area
On behalf of the Birmingham SGO’s and Sport Birmingham.

SGO Twitter addresses

SGO AREA SGO NAME SGO TWITTER HANDLE
Central Hannah Reed @CPSGO

http://www.sgochallenge.com/


Ark Victoria Academy

AVA Virtual Art Gallery 

Welcome to the new AVA virtual gallery; a great way to display how you are being creative whilst at home. Exhibiting Art
demonstrates how you are developing skills, knowledge, understanding and an appreciation of art, whilst also building a sense
of pride and ownership in your school…plus a little bit of competition! For a chance to exhibit your wonderful creations
on our gallery, take a photograph of your completed work and email it with your name and year group to:
virtualart@arkvictoria.org
Ms Lovell

Year 8 Artist of the week

Juwairia Shahzad

Year 7 Artist of the week

Asma Guran

Art award for creative flair: 

Azlaan Hanif, Year 7

Year 9 Artist of the week: 

Tamanna Ali

Year 10 Artist of the week

Abbas Muhammad

mailto:virtualart@arkvictoria.org


AVA Shout Outs

Shout-out for the following 
pupil who have completed a 

significant amount of work on 
Seneca for Science: 
Syeda Imaani in Y8

Mr Aziz

Well done to Maisha Ahmed in Year 7, 
Saabirah Begum, Tanjina Akhtar, 
Zaynab Mahmood and Zulqurnain

Faisal in Y9 and Ibrahim Zahid, Zahra 
Zulfkar, Fatema Begum, Abdirahim

Fidar, Yousef Hassan, Abdelmalik Ihya
and Muntas Ali in Y10.Mrs Rashid

Subject Celebration names.  Your Faculty Director has chosen you for the amazing work that you have sent in 

Science: Ahmed, Maisha – Y7, Imaani, Syeda – Y8, Begum, Saabirah – Y9 and Zulfkar, Zahra – Y10
History: Fidar, Abdirahim – Y10 and Shahzad, Hamza – Y10.
Business Studies: Rageh, Tahani – Y10 and Nameeqa, Mohammed –Y10.
RS: Begum, Rahimah – Y10.

Thank you to Zhumana
Rahman in Year 9  for 

emailing us your Maths 
work.  Really well 

presented!
Mr Mahmood


