
We have had an absolutely fantastic start to the year in Primary.  Last half term, we were 

so impressed with how quickly all of the children settled in and how enthusiastic they 

were about learning!  Walking around the academy, there is such a buzz for learning and 

it is fantastic to see how well the children are able to remember, explain and apply their 

new knowledge.

In these newsletters, we will share an overview of what your child 

will be learning every half term and share any key dates or exciting

activities.  A highlight for me in Autumn 1 was definitely the 

pumpkin parties – the costumes were fantastic and the pumpkin

designs were even more detailed than last year! 

If you have any queries about the Curriculum, please email info@arkvictoria.org to get in 

touch.

Assistant Headteacher (Curriculum)

Autumn 2
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Pumpkin Party!

Take a look at some of the costumes, pumpkin carvings and decorations that made our 

Pumpkin Parties such great fun!  Thank you so much to parents for organising some 

spooky costumes and tasty snacks for children to eat during the party.



We have been working really hard on our school environment and we’re delighted to show 

you our progress.  Ms Judge has created some fantastic reading areas – the garden is 

particularly popular!  Miss Lawrence, our phenomenal resident artist, has transformed 

our corridor so that the route to the library is full of beloved book characters.  Finally, 

there will be lots of exciting changes to our outdoor area, the first of which is some 

playground maps which the children are already using to learn as many country names as 

possible during breaktimes!



Other messages:

In Maths we are using the scales to measure 

heavy and light objects. We have also been 

focussing on long and short. We have been 

looking around our classroom to hunt for objects 

that are long or short.

This term we are also going to look at 2D and 3D 

shapes and use mathematical language to 

describe them.

Head of Reception’s Welcome:

We have had an amazing start to the year! We have thought 

carefully about our classroom rules and what is important to keep 

each other happy and safe. We have learnt the names of our 

teachers and friends in our classes. I am so impressed with how 

well the Reception children have settled in after such a long 

break! I am looking forward to the exciting topics this half term 

and I know the children will enjoy them too!

English

This half term, we will be reading The 

Gingerbread Man story. Once we have read the 

story we will create a story map and use actions 

to help us retell the story.

In Phonics, groups are working on different 

sounds. Your child’s home reader is matched to 

the sounds they need to practise so please ensure 

that they read to you every day.

Maths

This term we will be exploring different 

ingredients to bake a gingerbread man.

Topic

Our new topic is all about celebrations. In 

this unit, we will be learning about Bonfire 

night and Diwali. We have been creating 

amazing firework pictures using different 

media such as paint and chalk. We will use 

clay to make little diva lamps. 

Science

P.E

PE has been so much fun so far. This term we 

will be learning to catch and throw large and 

small balls. We are also looking forward to 

our running race challenge. 

Continuous Provision

Every afternoon we use 'Plan, Do, Review. 

This helps us focus in the afternoon. We 

have so many areas in our classroom. In the 

Story World area, we are learning to act out 

the story of Gingerbread Man using masks 

and puppets. In the writing area we are 

learning to write CVC words. In the creative 

area we have created a 3D gingerbread man.

Please remember to encourage your child to read every day at home and respond to their 

reading in their passport. Please practise the sounds in the sound wallet daily. Parents' 

evening is on the 16th of November, please make a note of your child's time slot and we 

look forward to speaking to you over the phone on the day.

Head of Reception & 

Phonics Lead



Other messages:

In Maths we are focusing on our numbers to 

20. This means adding and subtracting, as 

well as doubling and halving, and thinking 

about one more and one less.

We have really enjoyed learning about 2D 

and 3D shapes as well! We are looking 

forward to learning about time next!

Head of Year 1’s Welcome:

We are very busy in year 1! We are focusing a lot on our 

phonics; learning our sounds and special friends and blending 

these together into words. We have loved reading some amazing 

books already this year, especially The Odd Egg and Owl 

Babies. We are practicing our handwriting every day and getting 

good at our spellings each week too! Head of Year 1 & 

Writing Lead

English

This half term, we will be writing

a story based on the book “Owl 

Babies”.

In Phonics, groups are working on different 

sounds.  Your child’s home reader is matched to 

the sounds they need to practise so please ensure 

that they read to you every day.

Maths

In our “Materials” unit, 

we will explore 

different materials 

and investigate their

properties.

History

Our new topic is “Changes Over Time”.  In 

this unit, we will be comparing the difference 

between modern and older toys, noticing the 

impact of new technology.

Science

R.E

This half term, we will continue our work on 

celebrations and learn more about festivals 

and special days celebrated by different 

people around the world.

Art/P.E/Computing/Music

• Art - This half term, Year 1 will practise

their drawing skills and apply their 

knowledge of colour using Miss 

Lawrence's tutorials.

• P.E – Year 1 will continue to practise key 

athletic skills.

• Music - Timbre

• Computing - Coding

Parent’s evening is on the 17th November.  Your child’s teacher will send out a letter with a 

half hour slot so make sure your phone is turned on!



Other messages:

In maths we are developing strategies to add 

and subtract 2-digit numbers in our head. 

We will be learning to skip count in 2s, 5s 

and 10s and use these facts to help us with 

more difficult number sentences. 

Head of Year 2’s Welcome:

The Year 2 teachers and I have been so impressed with the 

enthusiasm of the Year 2 children so far this academic year. We 

have loved learning about Kings and Queens together and have 

been blown away by the extra homework, research, and 

incredible projects that have been created at home. We are 

looking forward to the same engagement in our new Titanic unit.
Head of Year 2

English

This half term, we will start an 

exciting unit using “The Polar 

Express”.

In Phonics, groups are working on different 

sounds.  Your child’s home reader is matched to 

the sounds they need to practise so please ensure 

that they read to you every day.

Maths

In our “Animals” unit, 

we will learn how animals

are categorised, using 

scientific vocabulary 

e.g. mammal, reptile, 

omnivore.

History

Our new topic is “Titanic”.  In this unit, we 

will learn about the sinking of the Titanic and 

explore how this disaster could have been 

prevented.

Science

R.E

This half term, we will continue our work on 

Judaism, investigating the Torah and 

beginning to make comparisons between 

Judaism and Christianity.

Art/P.E/Computing/Music

• Art - This half term, Year 2 will practise

their drawing skills and apply their 

knowledge of colour using Miss 

Lawrence's tutorials.

• P.E – Year 2 will continue to practise key 

athletic skills.

• Music - Timbre

• Computing - Coding

Please support your child with SeeSaw at home to complement their learning in school.

Parents evening is on Wednesday 18th November. You will receive a call from your child's 

class teacher and a letter indicating your time slot. .



Other messages:

This half term children will be covering 

graphs, representing and interpreting data. 

They will learn about adding and 

subtracting two 3 digit numbers, with and 

without regrouping. They will also be 

learning to use measure to calculate 

perimeters.

Head of Year 3’s Welcome:

Year 3 have had an amazing start to the year. All the year 3 teachers 

have been so impressed by the children's learning and engagement. 

Children thoroughly enjoyed learning all about the Stone Age, and 

we have had some wonderful hillfort projects. We have had an 

exciting start to this half term as we have begun learning about 

Ancient Egypt and look forward to another successful half term.
Head of Year 3

English

To complement our History unit,

we will be writing stories and 

instruction texts about Ancient

Egypt.  Our core text is “The 

Egyptian Cinderella”, a retelling

of a classic fairy tale in a 

historical context.

Maths

In our “Skeletons and Muscles”

unit, we will learn about the

human anatomy, how we walk,

move and stay standing up!

History

Our new topic is “Ancient Egypt”.  In this 

unit, we will learn about all areas of Ancient 

Egyptian life, with a particular focus on the 

Nile as a key resource.

Science

R.E

This half term, we will continue our work on 

Hinduism, learning about their symbols and 

celebrations before making comparisons 

between religions.

Art/P.E/Computing/Music

• Art - This half term Year 3 will be 

learning about ancient Egyptians, with a 

focus on how to draw a and paint a death 

mask.

• P.E – Year 3 will be learning the skills 

needed to play dodgeball.

• Music - Timbre

• Computing - Coding

Please remember to encourage your child to read every day at home and respond to their reading in 

their passport. Teachers will be posting activities, questions and homework through our new home 

learning platform Seesaw so please make sure children are logging on regularly and engaging. Parents' 

evening is on the 19th November, please make a note of your child's time slot and we look forward to 

speaking to you over the phone on the day.



Other messages:

In maths this half term, we will be continuing our 

learning on multiplication and division learning to 

use the distributive property when multiplying and 

short division. Our second unit of work sees us 

learning about discrete and continuous data, 

focusing on reading, interpret and construct 

pictograms, bar charts and time graphs as well as 

comparing tables, pictograms and bar charts.

Head of Year 4’s Welcome:

Since their return to school in September, I am extremely delighted with the 

behaviour of year 4 pupils and with their attitude towards learning. 

Reading and times tables are an important focus for all pupils in year 4 this 

year and I have been delighted to find out about all the reading children are 

doing at home and how they have also been practising their times tables. 

Could you please support your child to be the best reader they can and be 

able to quickly recite their timetables. Thank you for your support. Head of Year 4

English

This half term, we will be using the

book “The Firework Maker’s 

Daughter” to write a range of texts,

including poetry, an explanation

piece and a story.

In our Reading lessons, we will use

the same text to practise key skills 

and learn new vocabulary.

Maths

In our “Teeth and Digestion” 

unit, we will learn how our body

consumes food, investigating 

different elements of the 

digestive system.

History

Our new topic is “Volcanoes”.  In this unit, 

we will learn about the formation of 

volcanoes and investigate specific eruptions 

through a series of case studies.

Science

R.E

This half term, we will continue our work on 

Judaism, exploring how people celebrate 

their faith.

Art/P.E/Computing/Music

• Art - Year 4 will be looking at the artist 

Andy Goldsworthy who is well known for 

his site-specific art installations made 

with natural forms.

• P.E – Year 4 will be learning the skills 

needed to play dodgeball.

• Music – Timbre

• Computing - Coding

Please support your child with Seesaw at home to complement their learning in school.

Key Dates
20th November – Parents' Evening



Other messages:

In maths this half term, we will be continuing 

our learning on multiplication and division, in 

particular, learning to multiply and divide by 10, 

100 and 1,000. We will also learn to use related 

facts to support our multiplication and division. 

Our second unit of work sees us learning about 

area and perimeter

Head of Year 5’s Welcome:

I have been so impressed with the ambition, resilience and kindness shown by all the 

pupils in year 5 since their return to school in September. This year, reading is a real 

focus for all the pupils in year 5 and I have been thrilled to find out about all the 

reading children are doing at home. As a parent, one of the best things you can do to 

support your child's learning is to read with them daily. On Tuesday 24th 

November, I will be hosting a virtual session with parents to support you with 

developing your children's reading at home. Further details will follow closer to the 

time and we would love you to join us so we can work together to support your child 

to be the best reader they can be. Head of Year 5

English

This half term, our Reading and 

Writing lessons will focus on a 

fantastic text: “Phoenix”.  The book

complements our History and 

Science curriculum beautifully so 

we don’t doubt that our instruction

texts and stories will be bursting 

with knowledge!

Maths

In our “Earth and Space” 

unit, we will investigate 

different elements of the 

space, developing a secure

understanding of the 

universe.

History

Our new topic is “Discrimination in STEM”, 

in which we will learn about “forgotten” 

women who played a pivotal role in historic 

NASA launches.

Science

R.E

This half term, we will continue to work on 

our Hinduism.  We will consolidate our 

understanding of reincarnation and make 

links to other religions.

Art/P.E/Computing/Music

• Art - Year 

• P.E – Year 5 will be learning the skills 

needed to play hockey.

• Music – Timbre 

• Computing – Internet Safety

• Please support your child with using SATs Companion and SeeSaw at home to 

complement their learning in school.

Key Dates

23rd November – Parents' Evening 24th November – Parents' Reading Workshop



Other messages:

Head of Year 6’s Welcome:

I am incredibly proud of all the students in Year 6 and the work they've done so 

far. They have demonstrated that, although they've missed a lot of school, they are 

determined to have a very successful year. There is a lot of hard work yet to come, and 

we appreciate the support children are receiving at home. Ensuring your child is 

reading each night will benefit them greatly, but we will be also using online resources, 

such as SATs Companion and Seesaw to aid with home-learning. We would appreciate 

your support in helping your child to use these online resources to reinforce the 

learning they're doing at school. I am sure, with the hard work of teachers, children 

and parents, our students can all reach their full potential!
Head of Year 6

English

This half term, we will switch our  focus from 

classic texts, like “Goodnight Mister Tom” to 

novels that show  complex perspectives.

Both our Writing and Reading lessons

will centre around “Once”, the story

of a Jewish boy struggling to 

understand what is happening

during WW2.

Maths

In our “Light” unit, 

we will learn how we see

both in terms of physical

anatomy and how light

travels.

History

We are continuing to study World War 2, but 

this time with a focus on the experience of 

Jewish people in Europe. 

Science

R.E

This half term, we will continue our work on 

forgiveness, exploring teachings from 

different religions and making connections 

across different faiths.

Art/P.E/Computing/Music

• Art - Year 

• P.E – Year 6 will be learning the skills 

needed to play hockey.

• Music – Timbre 

• Computing – Internet Safety

SATS Companion – new tasks will be set shortly, so please ensure your child is accessing the 

website and completing their tasks.

Further details about the Seesaw website, to aid learning at home, will be sent home soon.

For those whose children are receiving intervention tutoring outside of normal school hours, 

please ensure your child attends every session. Thank you!

This half term we will continue with our 
learning about the relationship between 
fractions, decimals and percentages before 
moving on to learning how to convert 
measures of length, mass and capacity. We 
will also be studying area/perimeter of 
shapes, volume of 3d shapes and missing 
angles.



Sign in to receive updates and activities for your child to complete!

For more information on using SeeSaw, please use the following link or contact 

info@arkvictoria.org :

Video guide - https://youtu.be/t2UgfXZyjDs

What is SeeSaw?

SeeSaw is a platform that allows teachers to 

communicate with children and parents.

How does my child access SeeSaw?

Your child should have a sheet with a QR code 

and a 16 letter passcode. When they log on to 

SeeSaw, they can choose to type in their code or 

scan the picture.

How will my child use SeeSaw?

Every week, teachers will set homework tasks for 

children to complete and they may post 

additional activities throughout the week. Here is 

an example of a Year 4 task set by a teacher. The 

children have researched their answer and 

commented below.

How will SeeSaw help my child?

The amazing thing about SeeSaw is that it allows 

teachers to give feedback to children when they 

are not in school. Here is an example of a Year 1 

teacher setting an extra challenge for the child to 

complete.

How can parents use SeeSaw?

You will receive a code to use to log on to 

SeeSaw. When you log on, you will be able to see 

messages from your child’s teacher as well as 

their work. We strongly recommend 

downloading the “SeeSaw Family” app for 

parents and the “SeeSaw Class” app for children.

mailto:info@arkvictoria.org
https://youtu.be/t2UgfXZyjDs


The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more 

places you'll go! 

For videos of teachers reading please visit our YouTube channel:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAYJUTo4FihHZ4yHI3tQpaQ

Please speak to your class teacher if you have questions about reading.

How does home reading work at Ark Victoria?

Your child's class teacher will PM Benchmark your child. 

This assessment will give the teacher the information they 

need to assign your child a home reader. These will be 

changed regularly and your child will be reassessed each 

term. Children in Early Years and Year 1 will be given a 

home reading level based on their Phonics group.

How often should I be reading with my child?

Reading widely and often with your child is the most 

important thing you can do to support your child. Getting 

into a habit of reading each night at bedtime will really 

help your child's reading improve.

How can I support my child with their reading?

Each child will have different needs when it comes to 

reading but every child needs patience and 

encouragement. Helping your child to break tricky words 

into syllables or looking for patterns will help them with 

their decoding. Asking your child questions about what 

they are reading will aid their comprehension.

How can I encourage my child to read at home?

Modelling a love of reading is really important. Children 

who see their parents reading will naturally copy them. 

Talking about the books your child has read at school will 

also encourage them to practise their reading.

Where can I record my child's reading?

Please ensure that your child draws or writes in their 

passport each week. The school passport is a useful tool 

for communicating with your child's class teacher about 

their reading. We would also love to hear your pupil 

reading on SeeSaw. Try using the microphone button or 

uploading a video.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAYJUTo4FihHZ4yHI3tQpaQ

