
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Spring half term 1 

Introduction 

This newsletter gives an overview of what is being taught in each subject for every year group 
and gives suggestions for how parents can support the learning of our students. 
 
If you have any general questions, please contact Mrs Lee. If you have questions relating to the 
curriculum of a particular subject, please direct them to the member of staff detailed below: 
 
Key Stage 3 (Year 7-9): 
Art:     Mrs Bennett   b.bennett@arkvictoria.org   
Computer Science:   Mr Singh   r.singh@arkvictoria.org   
Drama:    Mr Hopson   l.hopson@arkvictoria.org   
DT:     Mrs Bennett   b.bennett@arkvictoria.org   
English:    Mr Cooper   d.cooper@arkvictoria.org   
French:    Miss Farrant   a.farrant@arkvictoria.org   
Geography:    Miss Addy   s.addy@arkvictoria.org   
History:    Mr Pritchard   a.pritchard@arkvictoria.org   
Maths:    Mrs Sehejpal  t.sehejpal@arkvictoria.org   
Music:     Miss Ayling   l.ayling@arkvictoria.org    
Personal development Mrs Turner  h.turner@arkvictoria.org   
PE:     Miss Coughlan  s.coughlan@arkvictoria.org   
RS:     Mr Nore   a.nore@arkvictoria.org   
Science:    Mrs Rashid   s.rashid@arkvictoria.org   
General enquiries:  Mrs Lee  l.lee@arkvictoria.org   
  
Key Stage 4 (Year 10-11):  
Art:     Mrs Bennett   b.bennett@arkvictoria.org   
Biology   Mr Miah  a.miah1@arkvictoria.org   
Business Studies  Mr Nandi  m.nandi@arkvictoria.org   
Computer Science:   Mr Singh   r.singh@arkvictoria.org   
Creative I-Media  Mr Singh   r.singh@arkvictoria.org   
Drama:    Mr Hopson   l.hopson@arkvictoria.org   
DT:     Mrs Bennett   b.bennett@arkvictoria.org   
English:    Mr Cooper   d.cooper@arkvictoria.org   
French:    Miss Farrant   a.farrant@arkvictoria.org   
Geography:    Miss Addy   s.addy@arkvictoria.org   
History:    Mr Pritchard   a.pritchard@arkvictoria.org   
Maths:    Mrs Sehejpal  t.sehejpal@arkvictoria.org   
Music:     Miss Ayling   l.ayling@arkvictoria.org    
Personal development Mrs Turner  h.turner@arkvictoria.org   
Princes Trust   Miss Ayling   l.ayling@arkvictoria.org   
PE/ Sports Studies:  Miss Coughlan  s.coughlan@arkvictoria.org   
RS:     Mr Nore   a.nore@arkvictoria.org   
Science:    Mrs Rashid   s.rashid@arkvictoria.org   
General enquiries:  Mrs Lee  l.lee@arkvictoria.org   
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Year 7 Curriculum 
Art 
In Year 7, pupils will conclude their exploration into the 
work of Vincent J Scarpace by creating their own final 
piece inspired by his work, an artist who is best known 
for his abstract fish art and will focus on the formal 
elements of line, shape, and colour.  
 

 
 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about which techniques they used 

in their artwork 
• Ask your child to describe the work of Vincent 

Scarpace 

• Ask your child about which formal elements of Art 
have they incorporated into a piece of Artwork so 
far. 

 
 
Computer Science 
Pupils will learn how computers use binary to represent 
all data. Pupils will learn how bits and bytes are 
calculated, how to convert from binary to denary and 
vice versa. In addition to this, pupils will learn how to 
calculate two 8-bit binary numbers and how convert 
from denary to hexadecimal. 
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: Ask your children: 

• How is storage measured in a digital device?  
• What is a bit? How many bits are there in a nibble? 
• How many bits are there in a byte?  
• Why is hexadecimal called base 16 if the largest 

number is 15? 
 
 
Drama 
In Drama this term, we are dramatising the story of the 
evacuees from WWII. During the project, students will 
place themselves inside the shoes of the evacuees and 
their families and use techniques such as narration and 
cross-cutting to emotionally bring the scenes to life for 
an audience.  
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about what life was like for people 

during war times and the troubles they had to 
endure 

• Ask your child about how to build a successful 
character. 

 
 
DT 
Students will be starting a new project this half-term 
where they will design and make a case for a USB stick 
from acrylic using CAD and CAM techniques. This half-
term, students will focus on researching and designing 
their product.  
 

  
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Ask your child what skills and techniques they have 
learnt in their DT lessons 

 
 
English: Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream 
“To say the truth, reason and love keep little company 
together nowadays.” (Bottom, Act 3 Scene 1) 

Shakespeare’s play A Midsummer Night’s Dream is set 
in the city of Athens and in a forest beyond the city’s 
wall. Pupils will learn about characters such as Puck, 
Lysander and Oberon and study themes such as 
transformation and jealousy. 

 



 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about the characters in the play, 

and who their favourite character is and why 

• Ask your child about the themes in the play 
 
 
 

French 
Pupils will continue to develop their understanding and 
knowledge of phonics and will focus on expressing their 
likes and dislikes. Pupils will learn how to express 
positive and negative opinions and how to justify their 
opinions.  

 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child to explain to you what an opinion 

verb is in French. 
 
 
Geography: Resources and trade 
This half term, students will be studying the topic 
‘Resources and Trade’. By tracking the movement of 
resources across the globe, students gain an 
appreciation of how countries develop economically. 
Students then study how the UK economy is currently 
influenced by trade, along with its historic involvement. 
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Parents can encourage students to read around 
how trade strengthens the economy – particularly 
in LICs 

• Parents can ask students where different products 
are from and why that may be the case 

• Parents can ask students how trade improves 
infrastructure. 

 
 

History 
Pupils will begin learning about the Crudes during the 
medieval period. Pupils will examine a number of 
different enquires around why Christians went on 
crusade, and how the Crusades changed the Middle 
East. This is a great opportunity for students to continue 
their study from previous topics, linking their 
knowledge of the rise of Baghdad and the Western 
Christian world.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
How parents can get involved: 
 

• After each lesson, create a timeline outlining the 
new learning 

• Ask students to write letters as if they were a 
crusader on crusade.  

 
 
Mathematics 
 

In Maths, pupils will be spending most of this half term 
exploring the geometry unit. They will start by 
reviewing different types of angles and then move onto 
various angles facts. These angles fact will help them 
move learn about interior and exterior angles in 
polygons. 
They will then explore 2D shapes and the properties of 
these shapes. There will be a larger focus on triangles 
and quadrilaterals, where they will also look at 
constructing these shapes, using mathematical 
equipment such as protractors and compasses. 
 

 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 

• Make sure that pupils have all correct 
mathematical equipment such as pencils, rulers, 
rubbers, protractors, and compasses 

• Support pupils in their use of Hegarty maths 
building blocks. 

 
 

 
Music  
In this unit, students will explore a pentatonic scale and 
successful melody writing, develop their vocal 
technique, and acquire a solid keyboard playing 
technique.   
 

 



 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask students what the notes of the F Pentatonic 

scale are 

• Ask students where C is located on the keyboard. 

 
PE  
We want to ensure that the students experience a range 
of individual and team sports activities, and therefore 
pupils will develop their confidence in a range of sports 
this term which include Football and Badminton. The 
focus for Football will be on passing, control, dribbling, 
turning, tackling, jockeying and shooting, whilst 
developing consistency, control and accuracy. The focus 
for Badminton will be Backhand flick serve, movement 
and footwork, overhead clear, net flick, underarm clear, 
long service whilst developing consistency, accuracy, 
and control.  We will be looking at performance in 
different contexts, decision making, self-improvement 
and attitudes towards physical activity.  
 

  
   
How parents can get involved:  

• Work on your child’s hand-eye coordination skills 
through throwing and catching a tennis ball  

• Work on your child’s foot-eye coordination by 
kicking a football around together in the garden or 
in the park  

• Ensure that your child maintains a healthy lifestyle 
by exercising regularly (minimum of 30 minutes 
exercise per day)  

• Exercise with your child, encourage them to walk 
to places where possible  

• Watch sport with them and discuss what you are 
watching  

• Try a new sport or physical activity  
 
 

 
Personal Development 
This term in Personal Development, pupils will be 
exploring a range of key topics to help them to be safe 
and healthy. Here is an overview of each week:  
 

Week 1: Pupils will be exploring the theme of online 
safety. They will learn about finding balance in a digital 
world and chatting safely online.  
 
Week 2: Students will learn about road safety. They 
will learn about the importance of speaking up in a 
potentially dangerous situation (both as a passenger 
and a pedestrian) and they will explore road safety in 
their local area.  
 
Week 3: Pupils will be learning about first aid. They 
will learn about how to help someone who is bleeding 
and also someone who has a head injury.  

Week 4: Students will be learning about mental health. 
They will learn about what mental health is and also 
about depression and support that can be given.  
 
Week 5: Pupils will explore the importance of healthy 
eating. They will learn about the different food groups 
and how they can eat a healthy, balanced diet.  
 
Week 6: Pupils will be learning about the importance 
of physical health and the importance of exercise for a 
healthy lifestyle.  
 

 
 

How parents can get involved:  

• Ask your child about how they can have a healthier 
lifestyle 

• Ask your child about how they can be safe online 
• Ask your child about the importance of being 

healthy.  
 
 
Religious studies 
Biblical Literacy (New Testament) 
 
Pupils will learn about the New Testament of the Bible. 
They will come across stories and parables that may be 
familiar to them as well as key events in the life of Jesus 
such as: 

➢ The Last Supper  
➢ The Crucifixion  
➢ Resurrection  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about how Jesus is similar and 

different in Islam and Judaism  

• Ask your child how Christians see Jesus as an 
important person. Can they identify other 
important people in other religions?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Science 
Reproduction 
This unit introduces pupils to their first specialised 
organ system, under the big idea ‘characteristics are 
inherited’. Pupils will learn that all organisms 
reproduce and be introduced to some of the ways that 
different organisms do this. Pupils will learn about the 
role of the reproductive system in the onset of puberty 
and have the opportunity to study some of the changes 
that take place. Pupils will study the menstrual cycle in 
enough detail to understand the different stages, before 
studying the process of reproduction in animals. Pupils 
will also develop an understanding of plant 
reproduction, learning how different plant structures 
are specialised to allow for pollination, fertilisation and 
germination.  
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Discuss the importance of bees for pollination 
• Find out together if twins can have ‘twin telepathy’ 
• Discuss how gardeners can use their knowledge of 

pollination to make plants that are different from 
their parent plant like the Carolina Reaper chilli 

 
Atoms, elements and compounds  
In this unit, pupils will continue to develop an accurate 
conceptual understanding of the nature of matter. This 
unit sits under the big idea of ‘Structure Determines 
Properties’. Pupils will begin to understand that the 
properties of a substance are directly linked to the type 
and arrangement of particles that make it up. 
Here, pupils are introduced to the fundamental 
language used to describe substances and the particles 
that make them. They will learn about and be able to 
define atoms, elements, compounds and molecules. 

Pupils will begin to recognise different types of atoms 
by learning about the periodic table and its structure. 
They will study metals and non-metals and their 
general properties. This unit will introduce pupils to 
compounds and how to recognise a chemical reaction 
by observation. Pupils will also learn about the hazard 
symbols, what these can tell us about the substances 

they are assigned to, and how to treat these substances 
to minimise the risk to health. 

 

How parents can get involved: 
• Play spot the element with everyday objects and 

scenarios 

• Show the safety warnings on household 
chemicals like bleach 

• Watch the YouTube channel periodic videos 
together for an element of your choice and 
discover the story of certain elements of your 
choice. 

Year 8 Curriculum 

Art 
In Year 8, pupils will learn about the topic of Portraiture 
and look at how artists communicate their ideas of this 
theme.  This half term, students will build on their 
understanding of face proportions and draw their own 
portrait from an image provided as an independent task 
and end of term assessment. They will be focusing on 
the formal elements of line, shape and tone to create 
realistic portraits for their final piece.  

 

 
 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about how facial features differ so 

each person is not identical 

• Ask your child how the facial features link to each 
other when planning to draw the proportions of 
the face 

• Ask your child why tone is so important when 
drawing photorealistic portraits. 

 

 
 
Computer Science 
This half term, pupils will learn about key hardware 
components inside a computer. Pupils will learn how 
the following key components work- 

• Central Processing Unit  
• Random Access Memory (Primary memory) 
• The motherboard 
• Graphics Cards 
• Network Interface Cards 
• Hard disk drives and solid-state drives  

 

 
 
Pupils will be taught how all the above components 
come together to form a computer. Pupils will also be 
taught how a computer performance can be improved 
by upgrading certain components. 
 

How parents can get involved: Ask your children: 
• What computer components would you upgrade to 

improve a computers performance?  
• Why would you need to upgrade a hard disk drive? 



 

Drama 
This half term, the Drama department will be working 
alongside the English Department on Shakespeare’s 
The Tempest. In Drama, we will be getting into 
character and performing and reflecting on scenes from 
the play as well as discussing plot and motive. We will 
mainly be working from the original text to enable 
students to decode and interpret the language in the 
script whilst expressing themselves through 
performance.  

 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Parents can test their child's understanding by 

interview the in the ‘hot-seat’ as one of the 
characters 

 
 
DT 
Students will be continuing with their mechanical toy 
project. This half term, students will focus on the using 
CAD/CAM to make their final project, working from 
their own designs and prototype models. Skills we will 
cover are as follows:  

• CAM – How to use 2D Design to draw design 
ideas for manufacture 

• CAM – How to use the laser cutting to cut 
material for their mechanical toy  

• Assembly – how to join material together to 
assemble their product 

 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Ask your child about the types of mechanism they 
have been learning about in DT 

• Ask your child how a cam and follower 
mechanism work 

• Ask your child what CAD and CAM stands for.  
 
 
English: Shakespeare’s The Tempest 
Pupils will study Shakespeare’s final play, The Tempest 
and will encounter characters such as Prospero, Caliban 
and Miranda. The play tells the story of an unfortunate 
shipwreck, includes a mysterious island and deals with 
themes such as justice. This will involve pupils 
improving their knowledge of Shakespearian drama and 
analysing colonial characters. 
 

 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Ask your child about the characters in the play 
• Ask your child about whether they think Prospero 

is good/evil and their evidence for this. 
 
 
 

French 
This half term, students will zoom in on talking about 
themselves and their relationships with family 
members. They will be able to describe what they do 
with their family on weekends and will learn about the 
perfect tense formation. 

 
 

How parents can get involved: 

• Ask your child to explain how to form the perfect 
tense to you 

 

 
Geography  
This half term, students will be investigating the 
changing global energy mix, learning as to why some 
countries lean towards non-renewable sources instead 
of renewable sources. Students will assess the impacts 
of these sources of energy, on the economy, people and 
the environment. Towards the end of the half term, they 
will zoom in and focus on a renewable leader. 
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Parents can ask students what the difference is 

between renewable and non-renewable energy 
sources 

• Parents can encourage students to research 
countries which have a high percentage of 
renewable energy sources and consider why this 
may be the case. 

 



 

History 
This half term, pupils will be studying the Trans-
Atlantic slave trade, a compulsory topic in UK schools. 
Students will build on their previous knowledge of West 
African Kingdoms and British colonialism. They will 
study, using primary sources: the slave trade triangle, 
and life for an enslaved African in the Americas. We will 
then investigate the enquiry “What was the real reason 
for the abolition of the slave trade?” in which students 
will examine the differing reasons for the abolishment 
of the slave trade in 1708, looking at historians 
arguments to form their own.  
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 
 

• Assist your child in making a timeline, adding to it 
after each lesson 

• Use the national archive to research further 
primary sources of the slave trade. 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/search/results/?
_q=slave+trade 
 
 
Mathematics 
 

Pupils will start this half term by looking at different 
types of graphs. They will look at the real life uses of 
graphs and how they can be used Mathematics and how 
they may be used in science or geography.  
Pupils will then move into looking at direct and inverse 
proportion. They will explore what the differences are, 
what the graphs look like and how they can use this 
information to calculate various aspects of 
proportionality. They will look at problems such as ‘If it 
takes 8 people, 24 hours to paint a house, how long will 
it take 10 people?’ This topic will be linked various real-
life examples. 
 

 
 

How parents can get involved: 

• Give opportunities for pupils to build confidence 
without their calculators and phones 

• Support pupils in their use of Hegarty maths 
building blocks. 
 

 

 
 
 

Music  
The Beauty of Baroque music  
In this unit, students will explore the relationship 
between melody and harmony, develop their keyboard 
skills and their ability to perform an independent line 
within a contrapuntal texture. 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask students what the notes of the D Major scale 

are 

• Ask students where C is found on the piano 
keyboard. 

 
 
PE  
Pupils will develop their confidence in a range of sports 
this term which include Football and Badminton. We 
want to ensure that the students experience a range of 
individual and team sports activities. The focus for 
Football will be on passing, control, dribbling, turning, 
tackling, jockeying and shooting, whilst developing 
consistency, control and accuracy. The focus for 
Badminton will be Backhand flick serve, movement and 
footwork, overhead clear, net flick, underarm clear, long 
service whilst developing consistency, accuracy, and 
control.  We will be looking at performance in different 
contexts, decision making, self-improvement and 
attitudes towards physical activity.  
 

  
   
How parents can get involved:  

• Work on your child’s hand-eye coordination skills 
through throwing and catching a tennis ball  

• Work on your child’s foot-eye coordination by 
kicking a football around together in the garden or 
in the park  

• Ensure that your child maintains a healthy lifestyle 
by exercising regularly (minimum of 30 minutes 
exercise per day)  

• Exercise with your child, encourage them to walk 
to places where possible  

• Watch sport with them and discuss what you are 
watching  

• Try a new sport or physical activity  
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Personal Development 
This term in Personal Development, pupils will be 
exploring a range of key topics to help them to be safe 
and healthy. Here is an overview of each week:  
 

Week 1: Pupils will be exploring the theme of online 
safety. They will learn about the power of digital 
footprints and explore the impact of social media.  
 
Week 2: Students will learn about road safety. They 
will explore the assumptions about road safety and the 
impact of distractions on reaction times. They will also 
create a road safety campaign.  
 
Week 3: Pupils will be learning about first aid. They 
will learn about allergies and asthma and how they can 
support someone who might need medical attention.  
 
Week 4: Students will be learning about mental 
health. They will learn about anxiety and stress, the 
symptoms and also coping strategies.  
 
Week 5: Pupils will explore the importance of healthy 
eating. They will learn about nutrition and the eat well 
plate as well as the consequences of not eating 
healthily.  
 
Week 6: Pupils will be learning about the importance 
of physical health. They will learn about why it is 
important to exercise and how they can implement this 
within their own lives.  
 

 
 

How parents can get involved:  

• Ask your child about how they can have a healthier 
lifestyle 

• Ask your child about how they can be safe online 

• Ask your child about the importance of being 
healthy.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Religious studies 

Pupils will learn about the history of Islam and how this 
started. Students will look at early Islamic history and 
the spread of Islam throughout the world.   
 

  
 
How parents can get involved:  

• Ask your child about how Islam might have spread 
after Prophet Muhammad.  

• Ask your child about key points in Islamic history 
and why it is important for Muslims today? For 
example, the Night of Power. 

 
 
 
 
 

Science 
 
Changing Substances 

In this unit, pupils will learn about the nature of 
chemical reactions. They will learn to interpret a 
chemical equation which uses symbols, numbers and 

chemical formulae. Pupils will learn about the Law of 
Conservation of Mass and to balance an existing 
chemical equation. Finally, pupils will revisit some 
chemical reactions from the previous chemistry unit 
(Acids and Alkalis) to apply their learning about 
balancing equations to those reactions. 

This unit sits under the big idea 
‘Reactions Rearrange Matter’. 
Throughout this unit, pupils will 
examine the nature of chemical 
reactions and the equations we use to 
represent these, with an emerging 
understanding that in any chemical 
reaction the reactant atoms 
rearrange to form one or more new products. 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask them why their bikes rust 
• Talk about why it is impossible to get a cake with a 

higher mass without adding extra ingredients 
 
Energy transfers 
This unit introduces pupils to the concept of energy 
under the big idea ‘energy is conserved’. Pupils are 
introduced to the language of energy; the different 
energy stores and being able to refer to changes in 
terms of emptying and filling stores and transfers. 
Pupils will apply this language to a wide range of 
observations both in the classroom and their everyday 
experiences.  

Pupils will be introduced to the law of conservation of 
energy, and the calculation of efficiency in simple 
energy transfers. They will learn about the difference 
between heat, temperature and thermal energy and also 



 

how we can measure these. Finally, pupils will 
investigate thermal insulators and conductors. 
 

 
 
 
How parents can get involved 

• Ask why puddles don’t boil 
• Discuss why it is not sensible to use a metal spoon 

to stir food in a hot pan 
• Explain why we insulate our homes. 
Magnetism 
In this unit, pupils will learn about the fundamentals 
of magnetism as a non-contact force. They will cover 
the different magnetic materials and the rules of 
attraction and repulsion. They will also learn about 
magnetic fields and their properties, including how to 
interpret and draw them.  

 
They will also learn the differences between 
permanent magnets and electromagnets, and how 
electromagnets can be turned on and off using simple 
circuits. They will also learn about 
the factors that affect the strength 
of an electromagnet and 
investigate these factors for 
themselves.  

Pupils will also learn the basics 
about how the Earth’s magnetic 
field functions because of the structure of the core and 
the difference between a geographic north pole and a 
magnetic north pole.  
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Make a compass, Bear Grylls style! 
• Discuss why we have the northern lights 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 9 Curriculum 

Art 
In Year 9, pupils will be developing their understanding 
of the Art process and the assessment objective that will 
prepare them for our GCSE Fine Art course. They will 

investigate the theme of Natural World and will 
complete a project using the 4 Learning Objectives 
recommended by exam boards (Develop, Refine, 
Record and present). This term, pupils will begin with a 
focus on drawing and mark marking. This half-term 
pupils will be developing their drawing skills using 
different mediums such as pen and pen and ink.  

 
 
How parents can get involved 
• Ask pupils what mark-making techniques they 

have learnt and to show you. 
 
 

 
Computer Science  
This half term, pupils will learn about different 
networks and how they operate. Pupils will be taught 
about the difference between a LAN and a WAN, 
network topologies, network hardware and the 
difference between a Peer-to-Peer network and a Client 
Server network. In addition to this, they will also learn 
about different protocols used on networks and the 
internet.  
 

 
 

How parents can get involved: Ask your child: 
• What is the difference between the internet and the 

World Wide Web (WWW)?  

• What does the term “Bandwidth” mean?  

• Which is faster: a wireless or wired connection? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Drama 
Students will begin to study and perform scenes from 
the play Our Day Out by Willy Russell which follows 
a class of school children on a school trip. They will 
continue to improve their confidence, acting skills and 
oracy when performing extracts and characters from the 
text.  

 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Ask your child about acting techniques and how to 
use characterisation 

• ‘Hot-seat' (interview) your child as one of the 
characters from the text. 

 
DT 
Textiles: Pupils will be designing and making a tote bag 
which will include an illustration designed by the pupil 
influenced by the designer Hattie Stewart. This half-
term, we will be learning the following skills: 

• Analysing a design brief  
• Developing Design Ideas 

• Designing Development 
• Annotating a final concept 

 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about which techniques they used 

in their DT work 

• Ask your child about the work of Hattie Stewart. 
 
Resistant Materials:  Students have designed and made 
a functioning trinket box and this half-term will be 
spent learning how to work with acrylic to make a lid for 
their product. This half-term, we will be learning the 
following skills: 

• Assembling materials 
• Preparing materials for finishes – sanding and 

filing  

• Working with acrylic  
• Evaluating their final product  

 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Ask your child what tools and equipment they 
have learnt to use 

• Ask your child what skills and techniques they have 
learnt in their DT lessons. 

 
 
English: Andrea Levy’s Small Island 
This half-term, pupils will explore a diverse addition to 
the English curriculum and have an opportunity to read 
and perform from the perspective of the Windrush 
generation, Caribbean immigrants who travelled to 
England in search of a new life and exciting 
opportunities. This is an exciting chance for pupils to 
analyse a different voice within the Literature canon, 
emphasising the celebration of differences and how all 
narratives matter.   
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Use the British Library online to explore the 

Windrush generation. 

• Read parts of the text online/ MS Teams at home 
 

 
 
French 
This half term, pupils will focus on leisure activities. 
Pupils will learn how to talk about the sports/musical 
instruments they play, as well as what they do online. 
The grammatical focus will be on prepositions, adverbs 
of frequency (how often one does something) and times 
markers (when). Pupils will also revisit the structure of 
the present and the perfect tense. 



 

 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child to explain what they normally do 

online 
• Ask your child to explain how to form the perfect 

tense in French and give you some concrete 
examples 

• Help your child to consolidate their learning 
through revision on BBC Bitesize 

 
 
 
Geography 
This half term, students will be learning about the global 
economy. They will learn about how global trade over 
the last few centuries has changed the level of 
interconnectedness between countries and the benefits 
which this may bring. Students will then zoom in and 
consider how globalisation has changed the economy 
along the coastal areas of China as well as the UK. 
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Parents can ask students how trade improves 
infrastructure 

• Parents can encourage students to read around 
why China only began to industrialise in the last 
few decades. 

 
 
History 
This half term, pupils will examine the interwar year 
period between WW1 and WW2. This topic helps 
prepare students for the study of History at KS4. They 
will explore the effects of the end of the war on 
international relations, the rise of Hitler in Germany 
and the failings of European countries to prevent 
another war.  
 

 

How parents can get involved 
• Create a weekly timeline, adding each week’s 

content to the timeline.  
 
 
Mathematics 
In Maths, pupils will be spending most of this half 
term exploring the geometry unit. They will start by 
looking at constructions and loci. Loci are a set of 
points with the same property. Loci can be used to 
accurately construct lines and shapes.  
They will then learn about who Pythagoras was and 
what his Theorem was. They will learn how to use the 
formula to find missing lengths in 2D, 3D and real-life 
problems. 
 

 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 

• Make sure that pupils have all correct 
mathematical equipment such as pencils, rulers, 
rubbers, protractors, and compasses 

• Support pupils in their use of Hegarty maths 
building blocks. 

 

 
 
 

Music: Film music 
Students are introduced to the world of film music, 
through playing motifs for heroes, villains, love stories, 
and thrillers. Creating a tense piece and a cartoon 
underscore, students learn how to work both orchestral 
and less common sound worlds. They learn how to 
employ dissonance, how to work more flexibly with 
tempo and tonality and explore instrumental, vocal, and 
computer software techniques to fully manipulate 
musical elements and reflect emotions and 
atmospheres. 
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Ask students to share their Bandlab projects with 
you.  

 



 

PE  
Pupils will develop their confidence in a range of sports 
this term which include Football and Badminton. We 
want to ensure that the students experience a range of 
individual and team sports activities. The focus for 
Football will be on passing, control, dribbling, turning, 
tackling, jockeying and shooting, whilst developing 
consistency, control and accuracy. The focus for 
Badminton will be Backhand flick serve, movement and 
footwork, overhead clear, net flick, underarm clear, long 
service whilst developing consistency, accuracy, and 
control.  We will be looking at performance in different 
contexts, decision making, self-improvement and 
attitudes towards physical activity.  

 

  
   
How parents can get involved:  
• Work on your child’s hand-eye coordination 
skills through throwing and catching a tennis ball  

• Work on your child’s foot-eye coordination by 
kicking a football around together in the garden or in 
the park  
• Ensure that your child maintains a healthy 
lifestyle by exercising regularly (minimum of 30 
minutes exercise per day)  
• Exercise with your child, encourage them to 
walk to places where possible  

• Watch sport with them and discuss what you 
are watching  

• Try a new sport or physical activity  
 
 

 
Personal Development 
This term in Personal Development, pupils will be 
exploring a range of key topics to help them to be safe 
and healthy. Here is an overview of each week:  
 
Week 1: Pupils will be exploring the theme of online 
safety. They will learn about being aware of what you 
share online as well as how to respond appropriately to 
hate speech.  
 
Week 2: Students will learn about road safety. They 
will learn about their responsibilities as a pedestrian, a 
passenger and a future driver as well as the benefits of 
sustainable travel.  
 
Week 3: Pupils will be learning about first aid. They 
will learn about basic life support and how to support 
someone who is bleeding.  
 
Week 4: Students will be learning about mental 
health. They will explore the importance of self-
confidence and goals as well as mindfulness as a tool to 
support positive mental health.  

Week 5: Pupils will explore the importance of healthy 
eating. They will learn the function of specific food 
groups as well as the impact of obesity on the body.  
 
Week 6: Pupils will be learning about the importance 
of physical health. They will learn about the health 
benefits of exercise and the links between an active 
lifestyle and positive mental health.  
 

 
 
How parents can get involved:  

• Ask your child about how they can have a healthier 
lifestyle 

• Ask your child about how they can be safe online 
• Ask your child about the importance of being 

healthy.  
 

 
 
Religious studies: Philosophy and Ethics  
Pupils will learn about ethics and will debate ethical 
issues such as designer babies.  They will explore key 
philosophers such as Plato, Descartes and Marx and 
how their theories contribute to the world today.  
 

 
   
How parents can get involved:  

• Ask your child to explain how they make ethical 
choices in their everyday life  

• Challenge your child to give reasons for their 
opinions, based on what they have learnt in 
lessons. 

 
 
Science 
 
Introduction to Quantitative Chemistry 
In this unit, pupils will be introduced to quantitative 
chemistry. To begin with, pupils will encounter state 
symbols for the first time, and these will be used within 
equations throughout this unit and going forward.  
 
From here, pupils will begin with calculation of 
relative atomic mass and formula mass. The mole is 
introduced here, described in simple terms, and pupils 
will be taught to relate number of moles with the 



 

relative atomic and formula mass. Pupils will also be 
introduced to the term ‘concentration’ and will be able 
to calculate concentration given mass and volume. 
This will include the conversion between cm3 and dm3. 
The concept of uncertainty will be introduced for the 
first time here. Finally, pupils will study the process to 
prepare a soluble salt.  

 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child the rules of rearranging equations 
• Tell them where you use concentrated solutions 
 
 
Energy transfers 

This unit introduces pupils to the concept of energy 
under the big idea ‘energy is conserved’. Pupils are 
introduced to the language of energy; the different 
energy stores and being able to refer to changes in terms 
of emptying and filling stores and transfers. Pupils will 
apply this language to a wide range of observations both 
in the classroom and their everyday experiences. 
 
Pupils will be introduced to the law of conservation of 
energy, and the calculation of efficiency in simple 
energy transfers. They will learn about the difference 
between heat, temperature and thermal energy and also 
how we can measure these. Finally, pupils will 
investigate thermal insulators and conductors. 
 

 
 
How parents can get involved 

• Ask why puddles don’t boil 
• Discuss why it is not sensible to use a metal spoon 

to stir food in a hot pan.  

• Explain why we insulate our homes 
 
 
Movement and pressure 
In this unit, pupils will be introduced to speed as a 
measure of how much distance is covered in a given 
time and be able to calculate speed using these values. 

They will also be introduced to changing speeds, 
including relative motion and acceleration as the rate 

of change of speed. Pupils will also cover how to draw 
and interpret distance-time graphs and calculate 
speed from these. This unit also covers the 
fundamental ideas of pressure, including applications 
of pressure where high pressure and low pressure are 

required, and the equation used to calculate it. 

How parents can get involved: 
• Discuss the issues what happens as you put your 

foot on the gas pedal as you accelerate a car 

• Discuss why lying on a bed of nails will not hurt 
you 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

KS4 Curriculum 

 

How parents can get involved: 
➢ Check the specifications for the subjects that your 

child is studying 
➢ Ask your child to show you their MS Teams pages 

for each subject 
➢ Direct your child to use GCSEPOD, Seneca and 

BBC Bitesize 
➢ Ensure that your child is revising at home and 

undertaking independent learning 
➢ Test your child on what they have been learning 
➢ Contact your child’s teachers if you have any 

questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject Exam Board 

GCSE English Language AQA 

GCSE English Literature AQA 

GCSE Combined Science  AQA 

GCSE Biology AQA 

GCSE Chemistry AQA 

GCSE Physics  AQA 

GCSE Geography AQA 

GCSE Maths EDEXCEL 

GCSE Business Studies EDEXCEL 

GCSE Computer Science OCR 

GCSE Drama EDEXCEL 

GCSE French EDEXCEL 

GCSE History EDEXCEL 

GCSE R.S. Spec B EDEXCEL 

GCSE Art and Design:  Fine Art OCR 

GCSE Art and Design:  3D Design – product design  OCR 

Sports Studies  OCR 

BTEC Music EDEXCEL 

Creative I-Media OCR 

Functional Skills Maths EDEXCEL 

Functional Skills English EDEXCEL 

Functional Skills ICT EDEXCEL 

Personal Development and Employability Skills Princes Trust 



 

Year 10 Curriculum 

Core subjects 
 
English Literature: Macbeth 

Pupils will study Shakespeare’s play about a Scottish 
nobleman and his wife who murder their king for his 
throne charts the extremes of ambition and guilt. Pupils 
will study themes such as kingship and ambition and 
will explore symbolism and motifs in the text.  They will 
continue to analyse the characters, themes and writer’s 
messages before completing an exam response in the 

form of an essay. They will analyse across the text and 
immerse themselves in the writer's ideas and messages 
within the characters.  

 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• This exam will need pupils to memorise and revise 
quotations. Help them with this by testing their 
quote analysis 

• Listen to the following podcast with your child:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zgq3dmn  

• Read the play. A copy of it is in your child’s MS 
Teams English group.  

 
 

English Language: Viewpoints and Perspectives 
(Paper 2, Reading section) 
Pupils will be asked to read and write excellent 
examples of non-fiction writing. This term is about 
exploring unseen texts and replicating the methods for 
effect.  Pupils will need to pay attention to their sentence 
structures and the art of building conceptual images 
within their writing. Pupils will engage with a variety of 
non-fiction structures and different purposes. This term 
will be about analysing these approaches for meaning. 
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• This exam has a short time limit, so practising 
non-fiction writing at home is crucial  

• Read and explore engaging non-fiction stories 
with your child 

• Check the SpArk English page for excellent 
workbooks. 

 
 
Maths: Foundation tier 
During this term, pupils will be focusing on Unit 4 and 
Unit 5 from the Foundation Edexcel specification.  
In Unit 4, they will review how to do calculations with 
fractions and decimals and then will be move onto 
percentages. They will look how to calculate percentages 
effectively with and without calculators. They will look 
at percentage increase and decrease problems. They will 
look how to find out percentage change, and they will 
also use this in Business studies.  
In Unit 5, they will look at how to solve equations and 
inequalities. They will need to do this confidently and 
build on their knowledge from the Autumn term. They 
will then move onto look at sequences and will need to 
describe the term-to-term rules, find the nth term, and 
how to use the nth term. 
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Give opportunities for pupils to build confidence 

without their calculators and phones 

• Support pupils in their use of Hegarty maths 
building blocks. 

• Complete practice papers from Maths Genie 
 
 
Maths: Higher tier 
During this term, pupils will be focusing on Unit 5 and 
Unit 6 from the Higher Edexcel specification.  
In Unit 5, they will focus on finding missing angles in 
polygons and parallel lines. They will look at how to 
explain their working out and use these skills to access 
problem solving questions. They will them move onto to 
look how to find missing angles and sides in right angled 
triangles. They will look at 2D and 3D problems. This is 
a vital topic for all pupils in the year group. 
In Unit 6, they will focus on Algebraic graphs. They will 
look at how to plot linear, quadratic, cubic and 
reciprocal graphs. They will explore the various features 
of these graphs and they can recognise them.  
They will then explore the generic formula of a linear 
graph: y=mx + c and look how to find the gradient and 
intercept from two points and from the graph. 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zgq3dmn


 

How parents can get involved: 
• Give opportunities for pupils to build confidence 

without their calculators and phones 

• Support pupils in their use of Hegarty maths 
building blocks. 

• Complete practice papers from Maths Genie. 
 

Combined Sciences 
Biology: Plants and material cycling  
Pupils will study how plants transport water, minerals 
and glucose through the ideas of active transport, 
osmosis, diffusion and transpiration. They will then 
look at how roots, stems and leaves work together for 
these processes.  The water cycle and the carbon cycle 
will be studied in detail so that students can appreciate 
how water and carbon can be transported to various 
different aspects of life for survival. Students will then 
study plant diseases and will be able to compare this to 
animal diseases. 
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Discuss how gardeners protect their plants from 
getting diseases 

• Talk about how you can grow certain plants in 
certain countries far better than in this country. 

• Talk about why a potato plant disease led to the 
potato famine in Ireland, which led to mass 
migration of Irish people to America in the 1800s. 

 
 

Combined Sciences 
Chemistry: Extraction of Metals 
Pupils will continue to study the link between the 
reactivity series and how we extract metals using 
reduction and electrolysis. They will predict products of 
reactions, understand the roles of oxygen and electrons 
in these processes.  
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Ask your child whether we should use disposable 
heat packs 

• Ask your child why electricity is so important in 
terms of producing elements from compounds 

• Investigate rusting and why using potatoes can 
clean rust. 

Separate Sciences 

Biology: Plants and material cycling  
Pupils will study how plants transport water, minerals 
and glucose through the ideas of active transport, 
osmosis, diffusion and transpiration. They will then 
look at how roots, stems and leaves work together fpr 
these processes.  The water cycle and the carbon cycle 
will be studied in detail so that students can appreciate 
how water and carbon can be transported to various 
different aspects of life for survival. Students will then 
study plant diseases and will be able to compare this to 
animal diseases. 

 
Additionally, students will study how gardeners and 
farmers use waste plants for composting through rapid 
decay of waste biological material. They will then 
evaluate anaerobic decay and biogas generation used to 
produce methane gas as a fuel. 

 

How parents can get involved: 
• Discuss how gardeners protect their plants from 

getting diseases 
• Talk about how you can grow certain plants in 

certain countries far better than in this country 

• Talk about why a potato plant disease led to the 
potato famine in Ireland, which led to mass 
migration of Irish people to America in the 1800s 

• Talk about how certain south-east Asian countries 
use cow manure to make cowpats to cook food. 
 

 
Separate Sciences 
Quantitative chemistry  
Students will build on their knowledge of moles, relative 
formula mass and concentration. They will revisit and 
revise this content from year 9 as to the foundations of 
looking at moles in pure substances, solutions and 
gases. They will perform a series of complicated 
calculations where unknown masses / concentrations / 
volumes need to be found. Students will need to 
appreciate the chemistry before attempting these 
calculations. Time will also be dedicated to doing 
titrations.  

 

 
 
How parents can get involved:  

• Ask why it is important that the right 
concentration of acid or alkali must be in our 
food, medicines and toiletries.  



 

• The calculations attempted are complicated, 
reassure your child and give them the support to 
persevere.   

 
 
Personal Development: 
This term in Personal Development, pupils will be 
exploring a range of key topics to help them to be safe 
and healthy. Here is an overview of each week:  
 
Week 1: Pupils will be exploring the theme of online 
safety. They will be learning about chatting online and 
red flag feelings. They will also learn about online 
behaviours that may hurt, embarrass or offend others.  
 
Week 2: Students will learn about road safety. They 
will learn how to challenge risks to personal safety (as 
a passenger). They will also learn how to manage risks 
as a road user.   
 
Week 3: Pupils will be learning about first aid. They 
will learn about choking as well as bone, muscle and 
joint injuries.  
 
Week 4: Students will be learning about mental 
health. They will be learning about bipolar disorder 
and strategies to cope with this as well as suicide (why 
people might take their own life and the warning 
signs).  
 
Week 5: Pupils will explore the importance of healthy 
eating. They will learn about good food hygiene as well 
as the danger of bacterial contamination.  
 
Week 6: Pupils will be learning about the importance 
of physical health. They will learn about the health 
benefits of exercise and the links between an active 
lifestyle and positive mental health.  
 
 

 
 
How parents can get involved:  

• Ask your child about how they can have a healthier 
lifestyle 

• Ask your child about how they can be safe online 
• Ask your child about the importance of being 

healthy.  

 
 
 
 
 

Option subjects 
 
Art: Fine Art 
Pupils will begin their coursework, component 1 worth 
60% of their overall grade, in the Spring Term on 
Portraits. Pupils will start their project by first looking 
at the Skulls, from which students will understand the 
structure of the face and record their observational 
drawings (AO3) and then develop their work through 
exploration of an artist’s work (A01). Pupils will also 
develop their knowledge of techniques and process 
linked to their chosen artist (AO2) before responding to 
these influences through a final outcome (AO4). 

 

   

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask students to see their project throughout the 

term 
• Ask students who their chosen artist is and why.  

 

Art and Design: 3-Dimensional design 
Pupils will begin their coursework component one 
designing and making a sensory children’s toy.  
Component one is a portfolio that in total shows explicit 
coverage of the four assessment objectives; AO1 – 
Develop: research, images & artists/ designers, A02: 
Refine: media and techniques, A03: Record: record 
ideas & drawings, and A04: Present: final ideas & 
outcome/s. 

 

 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask students to see their coursework 

• Ask students what ideas they have for designing 
and making a functional children’s toy.  

 
 

 
Business Studies 
This half term, pupils will study the concept of limited 
liability looking at limited and unlimited liability.  

Pupils will also look at the different types of business 
ownerships such as Sole trader, partnership, private 
limited company.  

Pupils will then study the different factors that influence 
business location such as proximity to: market, labour, 
materials and competitors.  Lastly, pupils will study the 

impact of e-commerce on business location.  



 

 

How parents can get involved: 

• Ensure pupils are completing checkpoints on MS 
Teams 

• Ask your child to discuss the different types of 
business ownerships.  

 
 
Computer Science: Systems Architecture 
This half term, students will be studying 1.1.2-1.2.2 of 
the Computer Science curriculum titled 'Computer 
Hardware.' The following topics covered throughout the 
term are:  

• Architecture of the CPU 

• CPU performance 
• Embedded Systems  
• Primary memory and secondary storage 

All the above are essential in preparing pupils for Paper 
1: Computer Systems. 
 

 
 

How parents can get involved: 

• Purchase Computer Science CGP revision and 
exam guides (OCR Exam board) 

• Ensure a revision timetable is created and 
followed 

Ask your child: 
• What are the main components of a computer 

system? 

• What types of memory exist within a computer? 
• Where can you find embedded systems?  

 
 
 
Creative I-Media 
R094: Visual identity and digital graphics 
This half term, students will learn how to develop visual 
identities for clients. Students will also learn to apply 
the concepts of graphic design to create original digital 
graphics which incorporate your visual identity to 
engage a target audience.  
 
Topics include: 
o Develop visual identity 
o Plan digital graphics for products 
o Create visual identity and digital graphics 
 
Completing this unit will introduce the foundations for 
further study or a wide range of job roles within the 
media industry. 
 
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: Ask: 
• Why is it important for a business to have a visual 

identity? 

• Why do some businesses have a strap line and 
other do not? 

 
 
Drama 
During this half-term GCSE Drama students will be 
putting the finishing touches to their Component 1 
examination performances by adding abstract 
conventions as well as working on a written portfolio. 
The students will also begin preparing for the Written 
Examination (Component 3). The play text An 
Inspector Calls will be taught practically.  
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask students to show you part of their devised 

performance  

• Ask them about the characters in An Inspector 
Calls 

 
 
French  
In this unit, students will focus on the topic of holidays. 
Students will be able to describe where they go on 
holidays, how they travel, where they stay and what 
activities they do as well as learning how to express 
contrasting opinions. Pupils will also consolidate their 
knowledge of tenses (essential to secure high grades at 
GCSE level). There will be a strong emphasis on 
listening and speaking skills. 
 

 
 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Encourage your child to tell and show you every 

week what they have learnt in lesson (practising 
their speaking skills) 

• Help your child to consolidate their learning 
through revision on BBC Bitesize 



 

Geography: The Living World 
In this unit, students will learn about the fragility of 3 
main ecosystems (temperate, tropical rainforests and 

hot deserts). Students will gain an understanding of the 
value of resources found in tropical rainforest and the 
impact on the environment and the economy when 
these are removed. They will then consider how this 

environment can be sustainably managed by deep 
diving into the Amazon, a rainforest whose 
deforestation rates are rapidly increasing despite 
targets set at COP26. Towards the end of the unit, 
students will learn about the Thar desert on the border 
of India and Pakistan, considering the challenges of 

economic development in this region. 

 
 
How parents can get involved: Ask: 

• What is the value of resources found in the 
tropical rainforest? 

• What are the challenges of economic development 
in the Thar desert? 

 
 
History  
Pupils will be continuing their study of Weimar and 
Nazi Germany, particularly the years later years of 1933, 
following Hitler’s rise to power. Pupils will be 
examining how Hitler was able to take control of the 
German population, how persecution of the Jewish 
community increased and how people tried to resist the 
Nazis. Pupils will also practise exam skills of source 
utility and interpretations. 
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Using the school provided revision guides, 
assist with completing the revision activities.  

 
 
 
GCSE PE  
Pupils will complete 3 units across the course. This 
term, the focus will be on:   

• (01) Applied Anatomy and Physiology   
• (03) Practical Activity assessment   
   

There will be a topic test in the third week of January 
based around the Muscular System and Skeletal System 

and Movement Analysis. After this, in the applied 
anatomy and physiology lesson, pupils will learn about 
the cardiovascular and respiratory systems. They will 
also look at different types of training.  
   
In the practical activity assessment, pupils will focus on 
2 sports; Handball or Badminton. Each sport will be 
assessed out of 20 marks during the first week after half 
term and then again at the end of the term. They will 
work on demonstrating effective performance, the use 
of tactics or techniques and the ability to observe the 
rules and conventions under applied 
conditions.  Advanced skills and decision making will 
feature highly in the assessment this term alongside the 
quality and range of skill and physical attributes. 
Competitive logs will be completed alongside to support 
the evidence needed for moderation in Year 11.  
  

  
 

 

How parents can get involved:   
• Encourage your children to attend sporting 

inter school competitions   
• Encourage your children to get involved in 

physical activity outside of school   
• Watch Sports performances with them such 

as a Handball match or a Badminton match 
and talk to them about what they are seeing. 
Think about if they can identify any strengths 
or weaknesses and what skills they are seeing 
the performance of the team and individuals.   

• Talk to them about what they are learning in 
lessons, ask them questions and see what kind 
of responses they are giving you.   

 
 
Religious Studies 
This term, pupils will study Crime and Punishment in 
Islam and Peace and conflict in Islam, which relates to 
Area of Study 2. Pupils will study Muslim attitudes 
towards justice and crime, as well as pacificism, Just 
War theory and Holy War. Students will use real life 
world examples in the news and apple them to religious 
teachings and understanding. This term, students will 
also develop key exam skills and techniques.  

 

 
 
How parents can get involved:  
• Ask your child about a recent story in the news 

and allow them to explain how Muslims would 
use their beliefs and teachings to respond to these 
stories. 

 



 

• Ask your child what sources of wisdom and 
authority there are to support some of their 
explanations.  
 

 
Sports Studies:  
Pupils will currently study 2 units out of the 3 required 
to complete the course:   

• R184 Contemporary issues in Sport (2 lesson 
per week)   

• R185 Performance and leadership in sports 
activities (1 lesson per week)   

   
In the unit R184 Contemporary issues in Sport, pupils 
will study LO1.4 Factors which can positively and 
negatively impact upon the popularity of sport in the 
UK. LO1.5 Emerging sports in the UK. A topic test will 
take place on the second week back in January on work 
completed so far based around user groups and barriers 
to participation.   
   
In the unit R185 Performance and leadership in sports 
activities, pupils will take part in 2 sporting activities, 
looking at the performance of skills and techniques as 
well as the appropriate use of tactics, strategies, and 
creativity in performance. These sports will be 
Badminton and Handball. These sports will be assessed 
at the end of the term and will be marked out of 15.  

  
   

  
 

 How parents can get involved:   

• Encourage your children to attend sporting inter 
school competitions   

• Encourage your children to get involved in 
physical activity outside of school   

• Watch Sports performances with them such as a 
Badminton match or a Handball match and talk 
to them about what they are seeing. Think about if 
they can identify any strengths or weaknesses 
and what skills they are seeing the performance of 
the team and individuals.   

• Talk to them about what they are learning in 
lessons, ask them questions and see what kind of 
responses they are giving you.   

   
  
  
  
 
  
 
 
 

 

Year 11 Curriculum 

Core subjects 
 
English Literature:  Unseen Poetry and  
Revision of key texts 
 
This term, pupils will complete the final area of their 
Literature studies. We will be exploring unseen poetry 
and analysing them for meaning. This topic will 
amalgamate all the skills our pupils have worked on 
throughout KS4. These poems will be about all and any 
human experience, with a wide breadth of choices. Our 
pupils will have to read these poems critically and write 
compelling essays about their findings.  
 

 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Read Poetry with your child. This is available 

online.  
• Watching Some of the analysis videos on Youtube 

for unseen Poetry. 
 

 

English Language: Creative Writing (Language 
Paper 1)  
Pupils will be asked to read and write excellent 
examples of both non-fiction and narrative fiction. This 
term is about exploring unseen texts and replicating the 
methods for effect.  Pupils will need to pay attention to 
their sentence structures and the art of building 
convincing rhetoric to support their ideas. Pupils will 
engage with a variety of non-fiction texts and forms. 
This term will be about identifying the planning, writing 
and editing skills of expert writers and matching their 
attention to detail. It will be about analysing methods 
and explaining the effects in detail.  
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Read non-fiction texts with your child 
• Make sure that your child is actively reading at 

home for 1 hour per day 

• Engage in discussions about world news and 
politics 

• Encourage thinking about other people’s 
perspectives when conversing with your child. 

 
 
 
 



 

Maths: Foundation tier 
During this term, pupils will work through the final 
topics of the Edexcel specification before they start their 
mocks. They will learn about Probability, what 
probability means and how to write it using fractions 
and decimals. They will then use this information to 
display and read from tree, diagrams, two-way tables, 
and Venn diagrams. Pupils will also cover similarity and 
congruence in 2D shapes and learn about vectors. 
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Give opportunities for pupils to build confidence 

without their calculators and phones 

• Support pupils in their use of Hegarty maths 
building blocks 

• Complete practice papers from Maths Genie 
• Monitor pupils completing the tasks from the 

workbooks. 
 
 

 
Maths: Higher tier  
During this term, pupils will work through the final 
topics of the Edexcel specification before they start their 
mocks. They will learn about Probability, what 
probability means and how to write it using fractions 
and decimals. They will then use this information to 
display and read from tree, diagrams, two-way tables, 
and Venn diagrams. They will also learn about complex 
probability problems, which will also link in with 
forming and solving equations and solving quadratics. 
The final topic that pupils will cover is Unit 18 of the 
Edexcel specification, which is Vectors and Geometric 
Proof and they will look at solving problems involving 
vectors. This a unit that will tie in with topics that pupils 
have learnt in Physics.   
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Give opportunities for pupils to build confidence 
without their calculators and phones 

• Support pupils in their use of Hegarty maths 
building blocks 

• Complete practice papers from Maths Genie 

• Monitor pupils completing the tasks from the 
workbooks. 
 

 
 
 

Combined Sciences 
Chemical Analysis   
Students will study the advantages of using 
formulations rather than pure substances. They will 
then study the reaction conditions and results for 
testing carbon dioxide, oxygen and 
hydrogen.  Additionally, students will study the positive 
tests for anions and cations using various techniques.   
 

  
 
Organic chemistry 
Students will study crude oil and its properties. They 
will look at it saturated and unsaturated nature and how 
demand is met through cracking 
 
  
 How parents can get involved: 
• Discuss why fuel prices are increasing 

 

 
Physics: Electromagnetism 
Students will study how magnets work , they will look at 
electromagnets and use Fleming’s left hand rule to 
determine how a wire moves in the motor effect. 
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Discuss what would happen if we didn’t have 
power in our homes 

 

 

Separate Sciences 
Chemistry: 

Students will study the advantages of using 
formulations rather than pure substances. They will 
then study the reaction conditions and results for 
testing carbon dioxide, oxygen and 
hydrogen.  Additionally, students will study the positive 
tests for anions and cations using various techniques.   
 

  
  
How parents can get involved:   

• Ask your child why we don’t drink cooking oil 
directly, but it is acceptable to have it in 
mayonnaise.   

• Discuss why formula milk is better for babies than 
cow’s milk   



 

• Discuss why we have fireworks of different 
colours. 

 
Physics 
Electromagnetism 
Students will study how magnets work , they will look at 
electromagnets and use Fleming’s left hand rule to 
determine how a wire moves in the motor effect. They 
will then use this knowledge to explain how loud 
speakers, microphones, generators and transformers 
work. 
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Discuss why we don’t get more than 230V 

delivered to our homes 

• Discuss what would happen if we didn’t have 
power in our homes. 

 
Space physics 
Students will study the components of our universe and 
describe the life cycle of different types of stars. They 
will look at the expanding universe theory and the Big 
bang theory. 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Ask what would happen to our sun in a few million 
years 

 

Personal Development 
This term in Personal Development, Year 11 pupils will 
have the opportunity to explore a range of post-16 
pathways and careers in order to prepare them for their 
future beyond secondary school. Pupils will also be 
learning a range of revision techniques and will have the 
opportunity to implement this within personal revision 
time.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about what revision techniques 

they will be using.  

• Ask your child about how they are revising in 
their own time.  

• Ask your child which career they are interested in 
pursuing in the future.  

Option subjects 
 
Art and Design: 3-Dimensional design 
Pupils will begin their coursework, component 2 worth 
40% of their overall grade, this project is an externally 
set task from the exam board OCR. Pupils will start their 
project by first looking at the exam paper, from which 
students will select a starting point and come up with a 
range of ideas they can start investigating (AO1) and 
then develop their work through exploration of an 
artist’s work (A01). Pupils will then experiment with 
materials and process linked to the starting point or 
practitioners they have chosen to research (AO2) before 
responding to these influences through an outcome of a 
functioning product (AO4). 
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: Ask your child: 

• Are they up to date with their coursework? 
• What are their ideas for their project? 
 
 
Business Studies 
Students will be exploring the different ways products 
are produced using either batch, job or flow production 
and their impact on price.  Pupils will understand the 
importance of using just in time (JIT) stock control as 
well as how to manage stock.  Pupils will learn the 
importance of procurement and why it is important to 
have good relationships with your suppliers.  
 

 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ensure pupils are accessing slides on MS Teams 

• Ensure pupils are completing checkpoint activities 
• Ask pupils how products are produced in Subway, 

Mercedes and a local jewellery firm 
• Ask pupils why it is important to keep good 

relationships with your supplier.  
 
 
 
Computer Science 
Pupils will be covering a range of topics, focussing on 
threats to computer systems and network, identifying 
and preventing vulnerabilities. In addition to this, 
pupils will also be covering ethical legal, cultural and 
environmental impacts of using computers.   



 

The list below refers to topics that pupils will cover this 
half term:  

• Malware 
• Social 

engineering,  
• SQL injection  

• Penetration 
testing,  

• Anti-malware software 
• Encryption and Physical security  
• 5. Data protection and Computer Misuse Act 

How parents can get involved: 

• Ensure your child is using the OCR Revision Book 
and answering question on the topics in the 
Workbook, which has exam question for J277  

Ask your child: 
• What does the term “Social Engineering” mean? 
 
 

Creative I-Media: R091 – Designing a Game 
Concept 
This half term, pupils will continue working on R091 
which builds on units R081 and R082. Pupils will be 
able to apply the skills, knowledge and understanding 
gained in those units. This unit will enable pupils to 
understand the capabilities and limitations of a range of 
platforms. They will be able to identify core features of 
digital games and gain the knowledge to create a games 
design concept proposal that can be presented to a client 
for critical review. 
 
This unit will also enable pupils to understand the 
basics of planning and designing digital games for the 
creative digital media sector. On completion of this unit, 
pupils will know about different types of digital games 
and where they are used, be able to plan and design a 
digital game concept and present a game proposal to a 
client or focus group. 
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Discuss how creative media products are involved 
in all industries. (Video games, social media, music 
etc) 

• Ensure that pupils are up to date with all 
coursework and attend all intervention sessions. 

 
 
 

French  
Students will cover the last module of the GCSE 
specification. In this module, students will learn about 
environment problems as well as steps they can take to 
protect the environment. One lesson a week will be 
dedicated to revisions of all previous modules ready for 
the next set of mock examinations. 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Encourage your child to tell and show you every 

week what they have learnt in lesson (practising 
their speaking skills) 

• Help your child to consolidate their learning 
through revision on BBC Bitesize 
 

 
Geography: Changing Economic World 
Students will continue their work on the unit Changing 
Economic World and begin to explore the UK’s 
development, understanding the wealth gap across our 
nation and how this is beginning to be closed through a 
range of industries, concluding with gaining an 
appreciation of how the UK’s place in the world has 
changed over the last century. Towards the end of the 
half term, students will complete their Human 
Geography fieldtrip as part of their compulsory 
components. 

 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Encourage your child to tell and show you every 

week what they have learnt in lesson  
• Help your child to consolidate their learning 

through revision on BBC Bitesize. 
 
 
History 
This half term, students will continue the study of 
Elizabethan England. Students have already begun this 
topic, but will contine studying the issues around 
Elizabeth’s legitimacy, foreign threats to England and 
the religious issues Elizabeth deals with during her 
reign. As well as practicing exam skills such as explain 
the causes of events.  
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Using the school provided revision guides, assist 

your child with the completion of the tasks within 
the book 

 



 

Music 
This term, students will be preparing for their Unit 2 
component, ‘Managing a Music Product’, whilst 
preparing for their unit 4 Performance. During Unit 2, 
students will plan and deliver a live concert to a target 
audience. Students will co-ordinate rehearsals and 
repertoire, as well plan and set up equipment that they 
will use to put on their live performance. Within 
planning their live performance, students will also 
prepare a solo and ensemble performance piece, which 
will form part of their performance portfolio. 
 

   
 
How can parents get involved: 
• Ensure you child is practising their solo piece of 

music at home 

• Encourage your child to attend their peripatetic 
music lessons and ask them to perform their piece 
for you 

• Ask your child what their target audience is for 
their live performance and which types of music 
repertoire they are planning to include in their 
concert 

• Support your child by coming to watch their live 
concert in March. 

 
 
Religious Studies 
Over the course of the Spring term, students will begin 
to revise. We will be re-teaching lesson which were 
identified as highest leverage misconceptions at the 
mock exam in November. Through this, we will work on 
knowledge, understanding and exam skills to prepare 
them for their next mock exams.  
  

 
 
How can parents get involved: 
• Ensure your child is learning key words and knows 

what the gaps are in their learning 
• Ensure they are completing their revision 

workbooks which contains exam questions as this 
will help them to best prepare for their GCSEs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sports Studies:  
Pupils will finalise units:  

• RO51 Contemporary issues in sport 
• Examination 10th January 2023 
• RO52 Developing Sports Skills  
• External Assessment 10th January 2023 
  
RO53 Leadership in Sport is the final unit and will be 
assessed in spring and summer term. The deadline for 
this unit is 15th May 2023. Students will start by looking 
at LO1: Know the personal qualities, styles, roles and 
responsibilities associated with effective sports 
leadership. They will also start to look at LO2: Be able 
to plan sports activity session, with a view to leading a 
Year 7 sports lesson in the Spring term. 
 

 
 
How parents can get involved:   
• Encourage them to revise for their exam on 

the 10th January 2023 and practise exam 
questions with them 

• Encourage your children to attend sporting inter 
school competitions   

• Encourage your children to get involved in 
physical activity outside of school   

• Watch Sports performances with them such as a 
Badminton match or a Handball match and talk 
to them about what they are seeing. Think about if 
they can identify any strengths or weaknesses 
and what skills they are seeing the performance of 
the team and individuals.   

• Talk to them about a leader you admire and what 
you admire about them 

• Ask them how they can be a good leader and how 
they can progress a sports skill 

• Talk to them about what they are learning in 
lessons, ask them questions and see what kind of 
responses they are giving you.   

 


