
27th August 2020   
 
Dear Parent/ Carer,   
 
I am writing to you with an update on the start of term in September. We are looking forward to 
seeing all our children back in school very soon; it is important that they get back into a regular 
routine and reprise their education with their teachers so they can continue to learn and make good 
progress. We have worked hard to prepare our school and make sure it is safe for all our community 
to return. 
 
You will have heard that on Wednesday 26 August 2020, the government updated its guidance on 
the wearing of face coverings in secondary schools, allowing headteachers to decide whether face 
coverings are required. 
 
We have decided that, for the safety of entire community, all pupils and staff in the secondary phase 
of education (Y7 to Y11) at Ark Victoria Academy will be requested to wear a face covering in 
communal spaces inside the school building. We believe that wearing face coverings will further 
minimise risk, for example where pupils and staff may be passing each other in corridors and 
stairwells outside lesson time. 
 
We are currently not recommending the wearing of a face mask or covering in lessons, as the class 
environment will be well-ordered and the layout allows for social distancing.  
 
We realise this is a changing scenario and should infection risks change locally, we will consider 
further adapting this policy. 
 
We will issue a face covering to all students in secondary phase; this will be provided to the students 
on their induction day. This mask will be reusable and should be looked after and washed regularly, 
at the end of each day. We will also provide a sealable bag for our pupils to put their face coverings 
inside at the end of the school day. 
 
We would like to ask you for your support, by requesting you ensure that the face mask is looked 
after and regularly washed. We will provide this mask at no cost, however, should the mask be 
damaged or lost, then you will need to provide another mask or request to buy one from us. 
 
Further information regarding making and wearing face coverings is available on the government 
website;   
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-
make-your-own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own#when-you-do-not-
need-to-wear-a-face-covering 
 
As you will already understand, in school we will be asking pupils to wash or sanitise their hands 
regularly, in particular around the use of masks.   
 
If pupils are unable to put on or remove a face covering due to a mental or physical illness/disability 
or if you are providing assistance to someone who relies on lip reading, the face covering will be 
exempt.   
 
I have attached the guidance and arrangements for your child’s induction back into school in 
September as well as some frequently asked questions for your information. 



 
Thank you for your support. 
 
E. McSorley 


