
Unit Specification topics. 

   

Paper 1 
 

The 
challenge 
of natural 
hazards 

Physical processes taking place at 
different types of 
plate margin (constructive, destructive 
and conservative) that lead to 
earthquakes and volcanic activity. 

   

How monitoring, prediction, protection 
and planning can reduce the risks 
from a tectonic hazard. 

   

Global distribution of tropical storms 
(hurricanes, cyclones, typhoons). 

   

The structure and features of a 
tropical storm. 

   

Primary and secondary effects of 
tropical storms. Use a named 
example of a tropical storm to show 
its effects and responses. 

   

Evidence for climate change from the 
beginning of the Quaternary period to 
the present day. 

   

Managing climate change: 

 mitigation – alternative energy 

production, carbon capture, planting 

trees, international agreements 

 adaptation – change in agricultural 

systems, managing water supply, 

reducing risk from rising sea levels. 
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Paper 1 
 

The 
living 
world 

An example of a small scale UK 
ecosystem to illustrate the concept of 
interrelationships within a natural 
system, an understanding of 
producers, consumers, decomposers, 
food chain, food web and nutrient 
cycling. 

   

A case study of a tropical rainforest 
to illustrate: 

 causes of deforestation – subsistence 
and commercial farming, logging, 
road building, mineral extraction, 
energy development, settlement, 
population growth 

 impacts of deforestation – economic 
development, soil erosion, 
contribution to climate change. 
  

   



Causes of desertification – climate 
change, population growth, removal 
of fuel wood, overgrazing, over-
cultivation and soil erosion. 

Strategies used to reduce the risk of 
desertification – water and soil 
management, tree planting and use of 
appropriate technology. 
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Paper 1 
 

Physical 
landscape 
in the UK 

An overview of the location of major 
upland/lowland areas and river 
systems. 

   

Characteristics and formation of 
landforms resulting from erosion – 
headlands and bays, cliffs and wave 
cut platforms, caves, arches and 
stacks. 

   

The costs and benefits of the 
following management strategies: 

 hard engineering – sea walls, rock 
armour, gabions and groynes 

 soft engineering – beach nourishment 
and reprofiling, dune regeneration 

 managed retreat – coastal 
realignment. 

  
An example of a coastal 
management scheme in the UK to 
show: 

 the reasons for management 
 the management strategy 
 the resulting effects and conflicts. 

   

Characteristics and formation of 
landforms resulting from deposition – 
levées, flood plains and estuaries. 

   

How physical and human 
factors affect the flood risk – 
precipitation, geology, relief and land 
use. 

   

The costs and benefits of the 
following management strategies: 

 hard engineering – dams and 
reservoirs, straightening, 
embankments, flood relief channels 
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Paper 2 
 

Urban 
issues and 
challenges 

how urban growth has created 
challenges: 

 managing urban growth – slums, 
squatter settlements 

 providing clean water, sanitation 
systems and energy 
 

   

An example of how urban planning is 
improving the quality of life for the 
urban poor. 

   

An example of an urban regeneration 
project to show: 

 reasons why the area needed 
regeneration 

 the main features of the project. 
 

   

How urban transport strategies are 
used to reduce traffic congestion. 
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Paper 2 
 

Economic 
world 

Different economic and social 
measures of development: gross 
national income (GNI) per head, birth 
and death rates, infant mortality, life 
expectancy, people per doctor, 
literacy rates, access to safe water, 
Human Development Index (HDI). 

   

Limitations of economic and social 
measures. 

   

 Causes of uneven development: 
physical, economic and historical. 

   

An example of how the growth of 
tourism in an LIC or NEE helps to 
reduce the development gap. 

   

 The north–south divide. Strategies 
used in an attempt to resolve regional 
differences 

   

 

 


