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The importance of hosting major sporting events - In all major sports a regular 
competition is held to determine the world champion. Features of this include:

1. Regularity/Scheduling - Major sporting events around the world repeat 
regularly and follow a planned schedule set by a committee.

These events may be:
• One off events – Olympic and Paralympic Games 

are hosted by a given city/country. i.e. London 
1948 and 2012

• Regular events – This can be annual, biennial or 
every four years. i.e. The UEFA Champions 
League Final is an annual event hosted by a 
given City. 

• Regular and recurring events – This events are 
periodically repeated every year in the same 
venue. i.e. Wimbledon, Grand Prix or FA Cup Final.  

2. International element - Major sporting events involves athletes from more 
than one country and is the highest standard of competition. This generates huge 
interest from supporters and media around the world. 

3. Level of investment - Significant amount of investment is required for the 
event to be a success. i.e. London 2012 Olympic Games cost around £12 billion

4. Attraction of funding - Major brands contribute to the cost of hosting a games 
through sponsorship. i.e. Visa, Coca-Cola

The potential legacy left behind after hosting a global event includes:
• Sporting legacy
• Social legacy
• Economic legacy

Staging a global event has benefits and drawbacks for the host City/Country: Many of the benefits and drawbacks can be linked to the sporting, social and 
economic legacies.
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Benefits Drawbacks

Investment and development of 
transport system/infrastructure.

Bidding for the event is expensive and 
not a guarantee to be awarded it. 

Increased tourism Host can be left with a deficit. 

National pride increased Facilities can end up empty and unused.

Participation rates increase. Negative reputation if run poorly. 

Commercial benefits – money from 
sponsors and external investment.

Focus on hosting the event can cause a 
consequence to other services. 

Sporting legacy:
1. Raises the profile of the sport and leads to more participating and watching. 
2. New and regenerated sporting venues which leave a positive legacy for 
years after. 
3. Minority sports and Paralympic sports get exposure.
4. Increased funding to ensure host nation do well.
5. Increased revenue for the NGB’s for each sport.   

Social legacy:
1. More money brought into the city to be used to support public services.
2. Generates a sense of national pride.
3. Improve transport or city infra-structure.
4. Regeneration of the area – Help poorer areas with housing and facilities.

Economic legacy:
1. Boost in tourism and income 
into the country.
2. More jobs are created. 
3. Increased sale of goods both 
event and non-event related. 

Benefits/Drawback Legacy linked to

Increase in tourism and revenue. Social + Economic

Generates a sense of national pride. Social 

Improve transport/city infra-structure/facilities available. Sporting + Social

More individuals engaging in sport as a result of the major 
event. 

Sporting + Social

More jobs are created. Social + Economic



Exam Questions:
1. Identify whether hosting the following major sports events is ‘one off’ or ‘regular and recurring’; British Formula One Grand Prix, Wimbledon & Paralympics. (3)
2. Suggest three reasons why a nation would bid to host the Football World Cup.                                                                                                                            (3)
3. Apart from cost, give three drawbacks for a country hosting the Football World Cup.                                                                                                                            (3)
4. Many countries want to hold major sporting events. Evaluate the potential benefits to the host country of holding a major sporting event. (8)

OCR Cambridge National – Sport Studies – R051 Contemporary issues in sport – LO3

Key term Definition/notes/concept
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