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02 November 2021 
 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
COVID-19 vaccination programme for children and young people  
 
Further to the information sent out to you previously, we can now confirm the vaccination date for 
students at Ark Victoria Academy will be 17th November 2021. 
 
In the same way as all school-based vaccination programmes, the vaccines will be administered by 
healthcare staff working closely with the school and following the usual approach to school-based 
immunisations. 
 
All parents or those with parental responsibility have been asked for consent, and will usually make 
the decision jointly with their children. 
 
Some older children may be sufficiently mature to provide their own consent. This sometimes occurs 
if a parent has not returned a consent form, but the child still wishes to have the vaccine on the day of 
the session. Every effort will be made by the vaccination team to contact the parent to seek their verbal 
consent. The school has no role in this process. 
 
Whilst school will host immunisation services, they are not responsible for securing parental or child 
consent, for assessing competence to make decisions or mediating between parents and children who 
may disagree about whether or not to consent. This is the role of registered nurses, who have extensive 
experience and the expertise to handle these issues and are professionally accountable for their 
decisions.  
 
The vaccine is not mandatory and if no consent has been received from a parent, but the child wants 
to be vaccinated and is judged competent by the healthcare professional, the child can still be 
vaccinated. In this case, the healthcare professional will make every effort to contact a parent to check 
before they proceed.  
 
We would like to reassure parents that if a child does not have parental consent and does not want to 
get the vaccine, they will not receive it. This will follow usual practice, even if the child is attending 
school on the day of the vaccine. 
 
If consent has been received by 17th November 2021 your child will be given an appointment to 
attend for the vaccine at school which will be administered by healthcare staff and they will be 
monitored by healthcare staff throughout the day. For more information, please read the attached 
leaflets which give further information on what can be expected. 
 
 If you need to speak to anyone regarding the vaccination, please contact Wendy Churchman on 
0121 446 7635 or bchc.covidschools@nhs.net  
 
A letter from Nadhim Zahawi, Education Secretary, regarding the Covid-19 vaccinations is on our 
website for information: 
 
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2021/10/25/education-secretary-writes-to-parents-about-
vaccinations-for-12-to-15-year-olds/ 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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