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24th February 2021  
 
 
School Return commencing from Monday 8th March 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I am delighted to be able to share with you our plans for welcoming all students back into 
school from Monday 8th March, following the Prime Minister’s Announcement on Monday 
22nd February.  
 
1. Return to school for all primary pupils on Monday 8th March 
All primary pupils will return to school on Monday 8th March and we cannot wait to welcome 
them all back. 
 
We understand that some parents will be nervous about their children returning to school.  I 
want to assure you that, as ever, the safety and wellbeing of your children and our staff 
remains our priority.   
 
Many of the previous measures in place through the autumn term will still be in operation 
when your child returns to school for example a staggered start to the school day to support 
with social distance measures and no mixing between class bubbles. In addition to these, the 
government has recommended a few additional measures:    
 

• Face coverings will need to be worn by staff and adult visitors in the early years and 
       primary schools where social distancing between adults is impossible.  
• Primary school staff will continue to take two rapid COVID-19 tests each week at 
       home. 
 

A separate letter will be sent out later this week with guidance for parents including updated 
timings of the school day. In the meantime, please do continue to support your child with 
remote learning until we return to school on Monday 8th March.  

 
2. A phased return to school for secondary pupils from Monday 8th March 
We are delighted about the news that students will be returning to school to receive their 
education face to face. Though our online provision has been successful, nothing can replace 
the face to face interaction and dynamism of the classroom. Please find below the return date 
for each year group:  
 
Monday 8th March: Students in years 10 & 11 will be invited in for testing only – by 
appointment which will be sent out to you next week 
 
Tuesday 9th March: Students in years 7, 8 & 9 will be invited in for testing only – by 
appointment which will be sent out to you next week 
 
Wednesday 10th March: All students to arrive to school at the usual time, to the usual gate 
 
Upon the return to school we will still operate in year group bubbles. Additionally, the 
government guidance on face mask wearing has now strengthened and strongly recommends 
that students, unless they are medically exempt, wear face masks both in classrooms and 
corridors. Please ensure your child arrives to school with their school issue face covering. If 
for any reason you do not have access to the school mask, please ensure that your child wears 
an alternative.  
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As per the statement from the Secretary of State for Education, school attendance is 
mandatory for all pupils. As in September, we are taking all appropriate measures to 
ensure the school environment is as safe as possible for our students and staff.  
 
3. Mass testing at secondary school: giving or withdrawing consent  
Each year group will be offered 3 lateral flow tests within their first two weeks of returning to 
school. The tests will be administered by themselves in our on-site testing centre 
(Performance or Sports Hall) and they will be supervised in this process by trained 
volunteers and existing members of staff.  
 
You have been sent a separate letter which will require you to give or withdraw consent for 
your child to have lateral flow tests in school. If you give your consent, you may withdraw this 
at any point by handing in a new copy of the form. Please complete and return this form 
ASAP. Mass testing is a way of stemming transmission of Covid 19 and is to ensure the safety 
of our entire community. 
 
Please however, DO NOT send your child into school if they have symptoms. If they have 
symptoms, they must stay at home and book a test. The symptoms of COVID-19 are:  
• a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not 
need to measure your temperature)  
• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)  
• a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell 
or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal  
 
We look forward to welcoming all our students back into school, safely and thank you for 
your continued support.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

   
Ela McSorley   
Principal All-Through 
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