
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Autumn half term 2 
Introduction 
This newsletter gives an overview of what is being taught in each subject for every year group 
and gives suggestions for how parents can support the learning of our students. 
 
If you have any general questions, please contact Mrs Lee. If you have questions relating to the 
curriculum of a particular subject, please direct them to the member of staff detailed below: 
 
Key Stage 3 (Year 7-9): 
Art:     Miss Lovell   l.lovell@arkvictoria.org  
Computer Science:   Mr Singh   r.singh@arkvictoria.org  
Drama:    Mr Hopson   l.hopson@arkvictoria.org  
DT:     Mrs Bennett   b.bennett@arkvictoria.org  
English:    Mr Cooper   d.cooper@arkvictoria.org  
French:    Miss Souli   h.souli@arkvictoria.org  
Geography:    Miss Addy   s.addy@arkvictoria.org  
History:    Mr Pritchard   a.pritchard@arkvictoria.org  
Maths:    Mrs Sehejpal  t.sehejpal@arkvictoria.org  
Music:     Miss Ayling   l.ayling@arkvictoria.org   
Personal development Mrs Turner  h.turner@arkvictoria.org  
PE:     Miss Coughlan  s.coughlan@arkvictoria.org  
RS:     Mr Nore   a.nore@arkvictoria.org  
Science:    Mrs Rashid   s.rashid@arkvictoria.org  
General enquiries  Mrs Lee  l.lee@arkvictoria.org  
 

Key Stage 4 (Year 10-11): 
Art:     Miss Lovell   l.lovell@arkvictoria.org  
Business Studies  Mr Nandi  m.nandi@arkvictoria.org  
Computer Science:   Mr Singh   r.singh@arkvictoria.org  
Creative I-Media  Mr Singh   r.singh@arkvictoria.org  
Drama:    Mr Hopson   l.hopson@arkvictoria.org  
DT:     Mrs Bennett   b.bennett@arkvictoria.org  
English:    Mr Cooper   d.cooper@arkvictoria.org  
French:    Miss Souli   h.souli@arkvictoria.org  
Geography:    Miss Addy   s.addy@arkvictoria.org  
History:    Mr Pritchard   a.pritchard@arkvictoria.org  
Maths:    Mrs Sehejpal  t.sehejpal@arkvictoria.org  
Music:     Miss Ayling   l.ayling@arkvictoria.org   
Personal development Mrs Turner  h.turner@arkvictoria.org  
PE:     Miss Coughlan  s.coughlan@arkvictoria.org  
RS:     Mr Nore   a.nore@arkvictoria.org  
Science:    Mrs Rashid   s.rashid@arkvictoria.org  
General enquiries  Mrs Lee  l.lee@arkvictoria.org  
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Year 7 Curriculum 
Art: Scarpace 
In Year 7, pupils will continue to explore the work of 
Vincent J Scarpace, an artist who is best known for his 
abstract fish art and will focus on the formal elements 
of line, shape, and colour. Colour theory and 
techniques such as pointillism will allow students to 
create bright colours and exotic fish for their final piece 
by the end of the Autumn term. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about which techniques they used 

in their artwork 
• Ask your child to describe the work of Vincent 

Scarpace 
• Ask your child about which formal elements of Art 

they have incorporated into a piece of Artwork so 
far. 

 

Computer Science: Modelling data using 
Spreadsheets 
Pupils will be using Microsoft Excel to create and 
modify Spreadsheets. Pupils will learn how to create 
formulas and use functions to create an effective 
spreadsheet. Using Spreadsheets will not only give 
pupils a good set of skills they can use in Computer 
Science but also allow them to use these skills in other 
subjects. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child how using a spreadsheet can help 

them monitor their pocket money 
• Ask your child the benefits of using a spreadsheet 

to perform calculations 
 

Drama 
Pupils will be building on the introductory skills learned 
in the first half-term and applying them to the subject of 
Mime and Melodrama. During this half term, they will 
be learning about stock characters (Heros, Heroines, 
Villains etc) and will be using both verbal and non-
verbal communication 
skills to communicate 
meaning and character.  
 
How parents can get 
involved: 
• Ask your children 

to name all the main characters of Melodrama 
• Ask them to perform a mime sequence to music to 

practice confidence and non-verbal 
communication 

Design and Technology 
Pupils will be studying graphics this term and will learn 
how to create character illustrations inspired by the 
work of Jon Burgerman. They will develop their design, 
drawing and rendering skills during this project and will 
understand how analysing the work of others informs 
and inspires their own work. This 
half term, students will be 
designing their illustrations and 
printing them onto fabric, using 
the sublimation printer and 
printing press.  
 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child what they thought about the work 

of Jon Burgerman and to justify their opinions 
• Ask your child what skills and techniques they have 

learnt in their DT lessons 
 
English: Oliver Twist 
This term, pupils will be exploring the world of 
Victorian London. They will explore the 19th century 
through the novel Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens. 
During this time, they will come to grips with examples 
of poverty and life for poor orphans. They will work on 
building their analysis skills and explore characters 
across an entire text. The 
second half of the term will 
involve the shift of Oliver’s 
life from exploitation to 
the criminal activities of 
those he meets in London.  
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about the characters in the 

novel, and who their favourite character is 
and why 

• Watch Oliver Twist on Youtube with your 
child and engage with the story.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

French: Ma famille (my family) 
This half term, pupils will build on the phonics and 
vocabulary that they learnt in the first half term which 
included numbers, months and birthdays. Pupils will 
describe their physical appearance 
and their personality. They will also 
describe their family (how many 
people there are and their names), 
as well as the personality of their 
family members. 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about the vocabulary they have 

learnt in lessons 
• Support your child with their spellings of 

vocabulary by testing them at home 
• Ask your child to put their learning in practice and 

describe you or one of their siblings 
 

Geography: Our Planet 
In this topic, pupils will build on their understanding of 
what it means to be a great geographer by developing 
foundations in the different systems on our planet 
including water, the atmosphere and wealth 
distribution. Pupils will learn about the importance of 
these systems and how they influence the planet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about why water is so important 

and how it influences the planet. 
• Test your child on key words – these are found in 

their mastery booklet. 
 

History 
This term, pupils will learn about how the world was 
connected in the years c1000. Students will examine 
how the world was connected, the growth of Baghdad as 
a centre of knowledge, the growth of Christianity in 
Europe and the Norman Invasion. This half term in 
particular, the students will investigate to what extent 
the Norman invasion of England changed life in 
England, from the top to the bottom of society. 
Additionally, students will see how the Normans were 
also active in the rest of Europe, in their attempts to 
spread Christianity. This will tie in their learning from 
the beginning of the term, as the students will see how 
the Western world interacted with the Muslim Empires 
of the East, leading to the First Crusade of 1095. 

 
 
 

 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child to locate the places being studied on 

a map and explain how different places are 
connected. 

• Ask your child to explain what enabled Baghdad to 
grow, how Christianity spread and how the world 
was connected. 

 

Mathematics: Fundamental Skills 
This term, pupils will study Fundamental skills in 
Mathematics. Pupils will need to have a clear and 
consistent approach to these methods and skills. 
They will be using all these skills throughout Key 
Stage 3 and 4, so it is vital that pupils develop 
fluency. 
 

This topic will consist of: 
• Orders of operations 
• Positive and negative numbers 
• Algebraic expressions 
• Equations 
• Inequalities 
 

 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Give opportunities for pupils to build confidence 

without their calculators and phones 
• Develop and build confidence on Key Stage 2 skills 
• Support pupils in their use of Hegarty maths 

building blocks. 
 

Music: STOMP! 
Last half term, pupils secured basic notation reading 
skills by learning simple rhythmic patterns and 
performed these, using body percussion. This half term, 
pupils will compose a structured piece that uses 
Ostinato and polyrhythms and perform their 
compositions, using a range of percussion instruments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child to clap the ostinato rhythms back to 

you and tell you how many beats each note is held 
for? 

• Ask your child to clap one rhythm and you clap 
another at the same time – these are polyrhythms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PE 
Pupils will develop their confidence in a range of sports 
this term which include Football, Basketball, Handball 
& Table Tennis. We want to ensure that the students 
experience a range of activities. Students have changed 
topics this half term. For those who were on Football 
they are now on Basketball. For those who were on 
Basketball they are now on Football. Table Tennis and 
Fitness will be 
completed whilst Year 
11 mocks are ongoing 
for those students on 
Basketball. 
 
 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ensure that your child maintains a healthy lifestyle 

by exercising regularly (minimum of 30 minutes 
exercise per day) 

• Exercise with your child, encourage them to walk 
to places where possible 

• 2 days of exercise should be moderate to high 
intensity, so they should be getting out of breath, 
hot and sweaty from the activity. 

• Watch sport with them and discuss what you are 
watching 

• Try a new sport or physical activity 
 

Personal Development: 
This half term in Personal Development, pupils will be 
exploring a range of key topics to prepare them for the 
year ahead so that all of our pupils reflect our core 
values: ambition, resilience and kindness. 

Here is an overview of each week: 

Week 1: Pupils will be considering what their 
aspirations are for the year and how they can achieve 
their goals at school. 

Week 2: Students will learn about Remembrance day 
and why it is important. 

Week 3: Students will be learning about Resilience and 
looking at an example of how this is demonstrated. 

Week 4: Pupils will learn about road safety and how to 
travel on a bus safely around the city. 

Week 5: Pupils will learn about how to deal with exam 
stress which will support them during their end of term 
assessments at school. 

Week 6: Pupils will learn about why it is important to 
deal with exam stress which will support them during 
their end of term assessments at school. 

Week 7: Pupils will have the opportunity to reflect on 
how the term has gone for them, what went well and 
what they could do to improve next half term. 

Religious studies: Christianity 
Pupils will learn about classic stories from the Old 
Testament of the Bible including: 

• Moses and the Exodus 
• The 10 plagues 
• David and Goliath 
• Elijah and Exile  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about how these stories are similar 

and different in Islam and Judaism. 
• Ask your child to explain the story back to you. 
 

Science: 
Forces - Pupils will learn about contact and non-contact 
forces and different examples of these as part of the big 
idea ‘forces predict motion’. They will cover magnetism 
and gravity as examples of non-contact forces in this 
unit. Pupils will look at the fundamentals of Newton’s 
First Law of Motion, determining whether forces are 
balanced or unbalanced based on the motion of the 
object, and explaining the possible effects of an 
unbalanced force.  
 

Pupils will learn how to represent forces using free body 
diagrams and how to interpret the size and direction of 
arrows, as well as calculate resultant force when forces 
are acting in the same direction and in opposite 
directions. They will then learn about interaction pairs, 
covering the fundamentals of Newton’s Third Law of 
Motion.  
 

Pupils will apply their understanding to springs and 
investigate deformation as a possible effect of an 
unbalanced force. They will practise measuring the 
extension of a spring, as well as measuring the force 
applied using a Newton meter.  
 

Pupils will also look at resistive forces and the effect 
these have on the motion of an object. They will learn 
about drag forces (air resistance and water resistance) 
as well as friction and be able to explain when each 
occurs. They will go on to investigate how the type of 
surface affects the friction experienced by an object, as 
well as the effect of lubrication. 
 

 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Discuss what happens as you put your foot on the 

gas pedal when you accelerate a car 
• Using shoelace sweets, investigate how many are 

needed to hold a mug 
• If you have weighing scales for luggage, you and 

your child can look at the spring mechanism and 
weigh different objects. 

• Discuss why people call mass weight 

“Personal development is a powerful 
process that can enable deep, 

positive and lasting change in how 
we see ourselves and the world.” 



 

Year 8 Curriculum 
Art: Portraiture 
In Year 8, pupils will learn about the topic of Portraiture 
and look at how artists communicate their ideas of this 
theme. Students will start by learning how to draw the 
proportions of the face and develop their understanding 
of how to draw realistic face features with reference to 
the work of Photorealist artists Arinze Stanley and Rick 
Fortson. This half term, students will build on their 
understanding of face proportions and draw their own 
portrait from an image provided as an independent task 
and end of term assessment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about how facial features differ so 

each person is not identical. 
• Ask your child how the facial features link to each 

other when planning to draw the proportions of 
the face. 

 

Computer Science: Python Programming 
In this unit pupils will be developing the skills they 
learnt in the previous term using Python programming 
language.  Pupils will create a programming project 
using key programming constructs such as sequence, 
selection and iteration. Emphasis is placed on tackling 
common misconceptions and addressing basic errors 
formed during program execution. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child how the programs they are creating 

are implemented into video games, movies and the 
music industry. 

• Ask your child how computational thinking and 
iteration is linked to a person's day to day 
activities.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drama 
Pupils will be building on the exploration techniques 
learnt last half-term, whilst applying them to the 
characters of a Melodrama. During this unit they will 
learn about stock characters of a Melodrama as well as 
writing their own melodramatic scripts and performing 
them to an audience. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your children to name all the main characters 

of Melodrama 
• Ask them to perform a melodramatic sequence to 

music to practice confidence, expression and 
exaggeration  

 

Design and Technology 
Pupils will either be studying graphics or resistant 
materials this term. These projects will develop their 
design, drawing and making skills in each of the 
specialist areas. This half-term, students will be 
designing and making their final product.  
 

Graphics: Pupils will learn about the op-art movement 
and how to draw create graphics that follow the three 
illusion principals. They will design their own op-art 
cube and make a three-dimensional model using 
various drawing techniques. This half-term students 
will be continuing to recreate op-art design, focusing on 
illusion op-art. They will then design and make their 
final product. 
 
 
 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child what they thought about the work 

of Bridget Riley and to justify their opinions 
• Ask your child to tell you about the op-art 

movement and what type of op-art they like or 
dislike  

• Ask your child what skills and techniques they have 
learnt in their DT lessons 

 

Resistant Materials: Pupils 
will be learning basic 
workshop skills. They will be 
focusing on joining timber, 
marking and measuring 
material and making their 
final product. 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child what tools and equipment they have 

learnt to use 
• Ask your child how they can join pieces of timber 
• Ak your child what they are making in DT and how 

they have made it 
• Ask your child what skills and techniques they have 

learnt in their DT lessons 



 

English:  Sherlock Holmes 
This term, pupils will charter the crimes and mysteries 
of London with the world’s greatest detective; Sherlock 
Holmes. Pupils will read about and analyse the life and 
methods of the detective and explore the structural 
methods of a great detective story. Pupils will continue 
to improve their essay skills and delve further into in-
depth analysis of literary characters and Victorian 
context. This half-term, they will continue their study 
with a final short story from the Sherlock collection; The 
Blue Carbuncle. 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Read Sherlock Holmes stories for free online at 

Project Guttenburgh. 
• Check the British Library Archives for Victorian 

articles on life in London.  
 
French: Paris, la belle! (The wonderful Paris) 
This term, pupils will build up on their previous 
knowledge and will focus on describing their towns 
and what activities one can do. There will be a cultural 
focus on Paris and its monuments as well as aspects of 
the day-to-day life of French people. Students will 
learn how to form and use the past tense to describe 
things that they have done over the weekend. 
Moreover, we will focus on speaking skills through role 
plays, asking for opinions about various 
tourist attractions. 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child to name different 

monuments in Paris 
• Ask your child to name some of the 

typically French traditions, 
especially around the end of year 
festivities 

 
Geography: Food and famine 
In this topic, pupils will learn about the physical and 
human causes of famine and how they impact the 
development of different people groups. Through the 
half term they will learn how different countries along 
the Nile river overcome these challenges. 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about the 

causes of famine. 
• Ask your child to teach 

you how these challenges 
can be overcome in HICs 
and LICs. 
 
 
 
 

 

History 
This half term, students will be investigating the causes 
of the French Revolution as well as the changes which 
occurred following the revolution. Students will 
examine how the social structure and power structure 
in France, known as the Ancient Regime, led to the 
revolution. Students will 
then examine the events 
of the revolution and the 
changes which followed, 
for example, the birth of 
the French Republic. 
 
 
 

How parents can get 
involved: 
• Ask your child about the social and power 

structures in France 
• Ask your child to tell you about the events of the 

revolution. 
 

Mathematics: Fundamental Skills 
This term, pupils will study equations, inequalities and 
graphical representations in Mathematics. We will be 
identifying the gaps in pupils' skills and then addressing 
any misconceptions and building these essential 
mathematical skills. Pupils will need to have a clear and 
consistent approach to these methods and skills. They 
will be using all these skills throughout Key Stage 3 and 
4, so it is vital that pupils develop fluency. 
 

This topic will consist of: 
• Sequences 
• Forming and solving equations 
• Forming and solving inequalities 
• Linear graphs 
• Accuracy and estimation 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Give opportunities for pupils to build confidence 

without their calculators and phones 
• Develop and build confidence in mental methods 
• Use Hegarty maths to access building blocks to fill 

gaps in prior knowledge 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Music: Rhythm and Pulse – West African 
Drumming 
Last half term, pupils secured basic notation reading 
skills by learning simple rhythmic patterns and 
performed these, using body percussion. This term, 
pupils will understand the diverse roles, functions and 
sounds of the music of West Africa. Pupils will begin by 
performing ostinato patterns before moving onto more 
increasingly complex rhythms, textures and structures, 
as they develop a secure djembe playing technique. 
Pupils will drive forward their ability to improvise, sing 
and play independent parts and create new music that 
embraces the traditions of West Africa.  

 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child to clap the ostinato rhythms back to 

you and tell you how many beats each note is held 
for? 

• Ask your child the techniques used in order to play 
the Djembe? 

• Ask your child what the 3 tones are when playing 
the Djembe? 

 
PE 
Pupils will develop their confidence in a range of sports 
this term which include Football, Basketball, Handball 
& Table Tennis. We want to ensure that the students 
experience a range of activities. Students have changed 
topics this half term. For those who were on Football 
they are now on Basketball. For those who were on 
Basketball they are now on Football. Table Tennis and 
Fitness will be completed whilst Year 11 mocks are 
ongoing for those students on Basketball.

 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ensure that your child maintains a healthy lifestyle 

by exercising regularly (minimum of 30 minutes 
exercise per day) 

• Exercise with your child, encourage them to walk 
to places where possible 

• 2 days of exercise should be moderate to high 
intensity, so they should be getting out of breath, 
hot and sweaty from the activity. 

• Watch sport with them and discuss what you are 
watching 

• Try a new sport or physical activity 
 
 
 

Personal Development: 
This half term in Personal Development, pupils will be 
exploring a range of key topics to prepare them for the 
year ahead so that all of our pupils reflect our core 
values: ambition, resilience and kindness. 

Here is an overview of each week: 

Week 1: Pupils will be considering what their 
aspirations are for the year and how they can achieve 
their goals at school. 

Week 2: Students will learn about Remembrance day 
and why it is important. 

Week 3: Students will be learning about road safety 
and what it means to stay safe when crossing the road. 

Week 4: Pupils will learn a range of revision 
techniques and they will consider how they can use their 
time wisely in order to prepare for exams. 

Week 5: Pupils will learn about how to deal with exam 
stress which will support them during their end of term 
assessments at school. 

Week 6: Pupils will learn about why it is important to 
deal with exam stress which will support them during 
their end of term assessments at school. 

Week 7: Pupils will have the opportunity to reflect on 
how the term has gone for them, what went well and 
what they could do to improve next half term. 

 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about what their goal is for this 

academic year. 
• Ask your child about how they can demonstrate 

resilience in year 8. 
• Ask your child how they will revise for their 

assessments and deal with exam stress. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Personal development is a powerful 
process that can enable deep, 

positive and lasting change in how we 
see ourselves and the world.” 

 



 

Religious studies: Christianity 
In this unit, students will learn about Christianity in the 
modern world. We will look at Christianity in Britain, 
the difference between public and private worship as 
well as debates such as women 
taking leadership roles within 
the church. 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about why some people think 

women are allowed to be leaders in the Church and 
why some people believe they shouldn’t.  

• Ask your child whether public worship is more 
important than private worship. 

 
Science: Movement and pressure 
 
In this unit, pupils will be introduced to speed as a 
measure of how much distance is covered in a given 
time and be able to calculate speed using these values. 
They will also be introduced to changing speeds, 
including relative motion and acceleration as the rate 
of change of speed. Pupils will also cover how to draw 
and interpret distance-time graphs and calculate 
speed from these.  

This unit also covers the fundamental ideas of pressure, 
including applications of pressure where high pressure 
and low pressure are required, and the equation used to 
calculate it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How parents can get involved: 
• Discuss what happens as you put your foot on the 

gas pedal when you accelerate a car 
• Discuss why lying on a bed of nails will not hurt 

you 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year 9 Curriculum 
Art:  
In Year 9, pupils will be developing their understanding 
of the Art process and the assessment objective that will 
prepare them for our GCSE Fine Art course. They will 
investigate the theme of Natural World and will 
complete a project using the 4 Learning Objectives 
recommended by exam boards.  
 

These are:  
AO1 – Exploring ideas and analysing the work of other 
artists 
AO2 – Refining and experimenting with materials and 
processes 
AO3 – Recording ideas through drawings and 
photographs 
AO4 – Responding to the theme with a final piece. 
 

This half term, pupils will with a focus on composition 
and develop their understanding of creating a balanced 
observational page. This will allow students to 
understand how to present work for AO3 Students will 
use mixed media to 
capture sections of insects 
and develop their own 
creative style. 
 
 
 
 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about which techniques they used in 

their artwork 
• Ask your child how they see the contrast between 

natural and man-made in the city around them. 
 
Computer Science: Physical Computing (With 
Python) 
This unit applies and enhances the pupils’ 
programming skills in a new engaging context: physical 
computing, using the BBC micro:bit. In the first half of 
the unit, pupils will get acquainted with the host of 
components built into the micro:bit, and write simple 
programmes that use these components to interact with 
the physical world. 

In the process, they will refresh their Python 
programming skills and encounter a range of 
programming patterns that arise frequently in physical 
computing applications. In the second half, pupils will 
build a physical computing project.   

 
 
 
 
How parents can get 
involved: 
• Ask your child how the programs they are creating 

are implemented into video games, movies and the 
music industry. 

• Ask your child how computational thinking is 
linked to a person's day to day activities.  

 

Drama 
During this half term, students will be introduced to the 
style of Physical Theatre, whilst learning about using the 
body as a form of communication and expression. They 
will create original sequences to music and perform 
them to class in order to improve body confidence and 
movement skills.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved:  
• Ask your child about Physical Theatre and how 

they can tell a story with the use of the body 
• Ask your child to show you a part of a movement 

sequence that they have been working on in class 
 

Design and Technology 
Textiles: This half-term, pupils will be designing and 
making a tote bag in the style of the artist Hattie 
Stewart. They will be learning the following textile 
techniques: 

- Applique 
- Tie-dye 
- Sewing machine skills 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about their design ideas for their 

final product 
• Ask your child what it is like to use a sewing 

machine 
• Ask your child about the work of Hattie Stewart 
 

Resistant Materials: Pupils will be learning basic 
workshop skills. They will be focusing on joining 
methods how to construct a product from timber. 
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child what tools and equipment they have 

learnt to use 
• Ask your child what skills and techniques they have 

learnt in their DT lessons 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

English: Jane Eyre 
This term, pupils will explore Victorian England from 
the perspective of a young, orphaned girl. They will 
analyse the novel Jane Eyre and delve into the concepts 
of gender, education and power within Victorian 
Society. Pupils will continue to develop their skills of 
empathy and the analysis of characters. They will 
analyse characters and situations within the novel, to 
explore gender and exploitation within Jane’s early life.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Read Jane Eyre for free online at Project 

Guttenburgh. 
• Check the British Library Archives for Victorian 

articles on life in London. 
 

French: Mes loisirs et mes plans (my hobbies 
and my plans) 
This half term, students will zoom in on grammar and 
tenses (past and future). They will look at activities one 
might do in town and will be able to describe what they 
have done and will be doing in the future with friends or 
family. 

 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child to describe what they have done and 

will be doing next last/next weekend 
• Ask your child to teach you how to form the past 

and near future tense in French 
• Help your child to consolidate their learning 

through revision on BBC Bitesize 
 

Geography:  Ocean biomes and governance 
In this topic, pupils will learn about the different 
ecosystems found in regional oceans and the 
importance of these. They then learn who governs the 
oceans and why this may impact on the activities which 
are found there e.g. garbage patch and over-fishing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about why coral reefs are important 
• Ask your child about fishing in Somalia’s waters 
 

History 
This half term, students will be investigating the causes 
of the Russian Revolution of 1917. Students will 
examine what life was like in Russia in the early 1900s 
and what caused the people of Russia to rebel against 
Tsar Nicholas II. Students will examine the events of the 
revolution, including the assassination of the Romanov 
family, the internal civil war Between ‘red and white’ 
and the consequences of the Revolution and the 
establishment of Communist Russia under Vladimir 
Lenin. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about what caused the people of 

Russia to rebel against the Tsar 
• Ask your child to describe the events of the 

revolution 
 

Mathematics: Linear Simultaneous Equations 
and Probability 
This term, pupils will study linear simultaneous 
equations and probability in Mathematics. Pupils will 
need to have a clear and consistent approach to these 
methods and skills. They will need to become confident 
with these skills to help prepare them for Key Stage 4. 
 

This topic will consist of: 
• Solving algebraically 
• Solving graphically 
• Probability 
• Sets, Venn and sample 

space diagrams 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Give pupils time to go over classwork at home 
• Remind pupils to watch videos and answer 

questions on the Hegarty Maths website.  
 
 

Music: Pop Music  
In this unit, pupils will develop their keyboard skills and 
be introduced to the foundations of harmony and 
chords and learn about different styles of 
accompaniment, including playing as part of an 
ensemble. Pupils will study ‘Imagine’ by John Lennon 
and use the compositional techniques used within this 
song to compose their own song. 
 

 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child to name the notes of the keyboard? 

Can they tell you what notes are in some major 
and minor chords? 

• Ask your child what chords are in the key of G 
major? 

• Ask your child about the structure, harmony and 
texture of their song. 

 



 

PE 
Pupils will develop their confidence in a range of sports 
this term which include Football, Basketball, Handball 
& Table Tennis. We want to ensure that the students 
experience a range of activities. Students have changed 
topics this half term. For those who were on Football 
they are now on Basketball. For those who were on 
Basketball they are now on Football. Table Tennis and 
Fitness will be completed whilst Year 11 mocks are 
ongoing for those students on Basketball.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ensure that your child maintains a healthy lifestyle 

by exercising regularly (minimum of 30 minutes 
exercise per day) 

• Exercise with your child, encourage them to walk 
to places where possible 

• 2 days of exercise should be moderate to high 
intensity, so they should be getting out of breath, 
hot and sweaty from the activity. 

• Watch sport with them and discuss what you are 
watching 

• Try a new sport or physical activity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Personal Development: 
This half term in Personal Development, pupils will be 
exploring a range of key topics to prepare them for the 
year ahead so that all of our pupils reflect our core 
values: ambition, resilience and kindness. 

Here is an overview of each week: 

Week 1: Pupils will be considering what their 
aspirations are for the year and how they can achieve 
their goals at school. 

Week 2: Students will learn about Remembrance day 
and why it is important. 

Week 3: Students will be considering what it means to 
be streetwise and how they can stay safe out on the 
roads. 

Week 4: Pupils will learn a range of revision 
techniques, and they will consider how they can use 
their time wisely in order to prepare for exams. 

Week 5: Students will learn about resilience and 
motivation. They will explore how they can build grit 
and why effort is essential for success. 

Week 6: Pupils will learn about how to deal with exam 
stress which will support them during their end of term 
assessments at school. 

Week 7: Pupils will have the opportunity to reflect on 
how the term has gone for them, what went well and 
what they could do to improve next half term. 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about their goals for this academic 

year. 
• Ask your child how they can demonstrate 

resilience in year 9. 
• Ask your child how they will revise for their 

assessments and deal with exam stress. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Personal development is a powerful 
process that can enable deep, positive 

and lasting change in how we see 
ourselves and the world.” 

 



 

Religious studies: Buddhism 
In this unit, students will learn about the religion of 
Buddhism. Here they will, through narrative, 
understand how the religion came into existence and 
how through one person (The Buddha), the religion 
seeks to understand the betterment of the ‘self’. 
Students will be able to explore and discuss different 
beliefs and practices related to Buddhism, the 5 Moral 
Precepts, how meditation can support the journey to 
enlightenment as well as the importance of festivals in 
Buddhism.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about how Buddhism has spread 

across the world today.   
• Ask your child how they may be able to apply the 

5 Moral Precepts in their own lives 
 

Science: Forces and Motion 
Pupils will learn about the effect of forces on the 
motion of objects, looking at Newton’s First Law and 
the effects of balanced and unbalanced forces. They 
will also look at Newton’s Third Law and describe 
forces in terms of action-reaction pairs. Pupils will 
learn about the differences between scalar and vector 
quantities and examples of each, particularly 
comparing speed and velocity and distance and 
displacement. They will also learn how to calculate 
resultant vectors from vectors acting at right angles 
and how to resolve single diagonal vectors into their 
horizontal and vertical components.  

Pupils will also learn about acceleration as the rate of 
change of velocity and how to calculate it using the 
change of velocity over time. They will also investigate 
acceleration themselves, including measuring initial 
and final velocity. They will also learn how to describe 
motion using velocity-time graphs and interpret these 
qualitatively and quantitatively. They will also learn 
how to describe the forces acting on an object based on 
its motion.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Discuss why people call mass weight 
• Discuss what happens as you put your foot on the 

gas pedal when you accelerate a car 
• Discuss why parachutes slow a skydiver down 

 
 
 
 

 



 

KS4 Curriculum 

 

How parents can get involved: 
• Check the specifications for the subjects that your 

child is studying 
• Ask your child to show you their MS Teams pages 

for each subject 
• Direct your child to use GCSEPOD, Seneca and 

BBC Bitesize 
• Ensure that your child is revising at home and 

undertaking independent learning 
• Test your child on what they have been learning 
• Contact your child’s teachers if you have any 

questions 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subject Exam Board 

GCSE English Language AQA 
GCSE English Literature AQA 
GCSE Combined Science  AQA 
GCSE Biology AQA 
GCSE Chemistry AQA 
GCSE Physics  AQA 
GCSE Geography AQA 
GCSE Maths EDEXCEL 
GCSE Business Studies EDEXCEL 
GCSE Computer Science OCR 
GCSE Drama EDEXCEL 
GCSE Music OCR 
GCSE French EDEXCEL 
GCSE History EDEXCEL 
GCSE R.S. Spec B EDEXCEL 
GCSE Art and Design:  Fine Art OCR 
GCSE Art and Design:  3D Design – product design  OCR 
Sports Studies  OCR 
Creative I-Media OCR 
Functional Skills Maths EDEXCEL 

Functional Skills English EDEXCEL 

Functional Skills ICT EDEXCEL 

Entry Level Certificate Science AQA 
Personal Development and Employability Skills Princes Trust 



 

Year 10 Curriculum 
Core subjects 
 
English Literature:  An Inspector Calls  
Pupils will be studying the Edwardian play An Inspector 
Calls. This will be their first GCSE English Literature 
text and involves them reading the whole play. Pupils 
will explore J.B Priestley’s play with the emphasis on his 
ideas about morality and the key messages delivered by 
the police inspector and characters. They will continue 
to analyse the characters, themes and writer’s messages 
before completing an exam response in the form of an 
essay. They will analyse across the text and immerse 
themselves in the writer's ideas and messages within the 
characters.  

 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• This exam does not give pupils an extract so they 

will need to memorise and revise quotations.  
• Listen to the following podcast with your child:  
• https://www.listennotes.com/podcasts/an-

inspector-calls-lucy-macdonald-f6pkNjzWo1v/  
• Read the play. A copy of it is in your child’s MS 

Teams English group.  
 

English Language: Exploration of Creative 
Writing (Paper 1, Reading section) 
Pupils will be asked to read and write excellent 
examples of creative writing. This term is about 
exploring unseen texts and replicating the methods for 
effect.  Pupils will need to pay attention to their sentence 
structures and the art of building conceptual images 
within their writing. Pupils will engage with a variety of 
story structures and different approaches to both 
narrative and descriptive writing. This term will be 
about analysing these approaches for meaning. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• This exam has a short time limit, so practicing 

creative writing at home is crucial.   
• Read and explore engaging stories with your 

child.  
• Check the SpArk English page for excellent stories 

and competitions.  
 
 
 
 
 

Maths Foundation tier: Number 
This half term, pupils will be focusing on mainly the 
number section of their GCSE learning which forms 
22 – 28% of the foundation paper. This will consist 
mainly of calculations with decimals and fractions. 
Pupils will also look at estimation and worded problems 
using decimals and fractions. 
 
Pupils may have encountered some of these topics in 
previous years, meaning that teaching time may focus 
on application or consolidation of prior learning. These 
topics are vital for pupils to build on 
for the rest of the GCSE course. 
 
 
 
 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Using Hegarty Maths to practice and build 

confidence with these skills. They can watch 
videos and answer questions on these topics 
online. 

Maths Higher tier: 
This half term, pupils will be focusing on mainly the 
algebra section of their GCSE learning which forms  
27 – 33% of the higher paper. This will consist mainly of 
reviewing and revising algebra basics followed by more 
complex algebraic equations and inequalities. 
  
Pupils may have encountered some of these topics in 
previous years, meaning that teaching time may focus 
on application or consolidation of prior learning. These 
topics are vital for pupils to build on for the rest of the 
GCSE course.   

 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Using Hegarty Maths to practice and build 

confidence with these skills. They can watch 
videos and answer questions on these topics 
online. 

Combined Sciences: Biology: Organ systems 
Pupils will continue to study health and disease and 
pupils will study the immune system, lifestyle choices 
and the effect of diet, exercise, 
alcohol and smoking on the body. 
Pupils will link this information 
to the development of drugs and 
vaccinations to treat various 
diseases. They will look at the 
ethical aspects of drug trials. 

 
How parents can get involved: 
• Discuss whether children should be vaccinated for 

COVID  

https://www.listennotes.com/podcasts/an-inspector-calls-lucy-macdonald-f6pkNjzWo1v/
https://www.listennotes.com/podcasts/an-inspector-calls-lucy-macdonald-f6pkNjzWo1v/


 

• Discuss the impact of diet, exercise, smoking, 
alcohol and drugs on the mind and body  

 
Chemistry: Energy changes 
Pupils will study whether reactions can be classified as 
exothermic and endothermic reactions. They will study 
reaction profile diagrams and calculate bond energies. 
This will lead into their first chemistry required 
practical. 
 

Chemistry: Extraction of Metals 
Pupils will study the link between the reactivity series 
and how we extract metals using reduction and 
electrolysis. They will predict products of reactions and 
understand the roles of oxygen and electrons in these 
processes.  

 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child whether we should use disposable 

heat packs.  
• Ask your child why electricity is so important in 

terms of producing elements from compounds 
• Investigate rusting and why using potatoes can 

clean rust. 

Physics: energy conservation 
Pupils will look at energy transfers and energy stores. 
They will study how energy is transformed from one 
form into another and use calculations to support this. 
Some pupils will also find quantitative relationships 
between gravitational potential energy and kinetic 
energy. With the help of Sankey diagrams, pupils will 
infer the efficiency of certain appliances. 
 

Pupils will also study the different types of energy 
resources available to us. They will evaluate the use of 
these resources. Pupils will be able to describe how an 
energy company can generate electricity using fossil 
fuels, radioactive substances, and renewable resources. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child their opinions on using renewable 

resources to generate electricity. 
• Ask your child why a pendulum or a swing 

eventually stops. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Separate Sciences: Biology: Organ systems 
Pupils will continue to study the nervous system and 
how the central nervous system coordinates the 
response of muscles as well as hormones. This work is 
then linked to the study of health and disease and pupils 
will study the immune system, lifestyle choices and the 
effect of diet, exercise, alcohol and smoking on the body. 
Pupils will link this 
information to the 
development of drugs and 
vaccinations to treat various 
diseases. They will look at the 
ethical aspects of drug trials. 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Discuss whether children 

should be vaccinated for COVID  
• Discuss the impact of diet, exercise, smoking, 

alcohol and drugs on the mind and body  

Chemistry: Energy changes 
Pupils will study whether reactions can be classified as 
exothermic and endothermic reactions. They will study 
reaction profile diagrams and calculate bond energies. 
This will lead into their first chemistry required 
practical.  
 

Chemistry: Extraction of Metals 
Pupils will study the link between the reactivity series 
and how we extract metals using reduction and 
electrolysis. They will 
predict products of 
reactions, understand the 
roles of oxygen and 
electrons in these 
processes.  
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child whether we should use disposable 

heat packs.  
• Ask your child why electricity is so important in 

terms of producing elements from compounds 
• Investigate rusting and why using potatoes can 

clean rust. 

Personal Development: 
This half term in Personal Development, pupils will be 
exploring a range of key current affairs through the 
Votes for Schools platform that we subscribe to as a 
school. Topics change each week and are reflective of 
current affairs in the world and the mainstream media.  
Careers: Each week, all year 10 pupils will have the 
opportunity to explore a range of post-16 pathways and 
careers in order to prepare them for their future beyond 
secondary school. 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child which career they are interested in 

pursuing in the future. 



 

• Ask your child what their thoughts are on the 
current affairs being discussed in Votes for 
Schools. 

 
Option subjects 
 
Art and Design: 3 Dimensional design 
Pupils will continue their coursework component 1 on 
designing and making a sensory children’s toy. 
Component one of their portfolio is worth 60% of the 
student final mark. This term, students will continue the 
design process and develop their ideas through to a 
finished product. Students’ work in Year 10 and Year 11 
in total show explicit coverage of the four assessment 
objectives;  
 
AO1 – Develop: research, images & artists/ designers, 
A02: Refine: media and techniques, A03: Record: 
record ideas & drawings, and A04: Present: final ideas 
& outcome/s. 
 
This half-term, students will be focusing on developing 
their practical skills on both wood and textiles. They will 
learn how to cut, shape and 
join different materials to 
make functional products. 
They will also learn 
different decorative and 
finishing techniques to 
improve the aesthetics of a 
product.       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Business Studies: 
Pupils will study: 

• What are the different aims and objectives for a 
business. 

• Business revenue, cost and profit. 
• Calculating interest, break-even and margin of 

safety. 
• Cashflow.  
• Importance of cash to a business.  

 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ensure pupils are completing checkpoints on MS 

Teams. 

• Discuss any interest rates that you might be 
paying. 

• Discuss the importance of 
cash to pay employees, 
utilities and suppliers. 

 
 
Computer Science: 
Programming 
This unit has a big focus on Programming 
fundamentals. Pupils will investigate the basic 
constructs of programming as well as sequence, 
selection and iteration. Pupils will also look at the 
importance of assigning data types, sting manipulation 
and applying concatenation when using a high-level 
programming language such as Python. 
 

 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Purchase Computer Science CGP revision and 

exam guides (OCR Exam board) 
• Ensure a revision timetable is created and 

followed 
 
Creative I-Media: R081: Pre-production skills 
This unit will enable pupils to understand pre-
production skills used in the creative and digital media 
sector. It will develop their understanding of the client 
brief, time frames, deadlines and preparation 
techniques that form part of the planning and creation 
process.  
 
Planning is an essential part of working in the creative 
and digital media sector. 
This unit will enable 
pupils to acquire the 
underpinning knowledge 
and skills needed to 
create digital media 
products and gain an 
understanding of their 
application. 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Discuss how creative media products are involved 

in all industries. (Video games, social media, 
music etc) 

• Ensure that pupils are up to date with all 
coursework and attend all intervention sessions 

 
French: Ma ville et ma région (town and local 
area) 



 

In this unit, students will focus on the topic of town and 
local area. Students will be able to describe what they 
can do in their town, describe what an ideal town would 
be like and will consolidate their knowledge of tenses 
(essential to secure high grades at GCSE level). The post 
examination time will be dedicated to consolidating 
knowledge and grammar from Module 1-3 with a strong 
emphasis on the GCSE speaking examination (role-
play, picture and general conversation). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Geography: Natural Hazards 

In this unit, pupils will gain an understanding about the 
causes, effects and responses associated with 
atmospheric hazards (floods and tropical storms) 
through the case studies of Typhoon Haiyan and 
Somerset Levels. Pupils will then study the causes of 
climate change and how they, as geographers, can 

investigate the rate at which it is occurring. They will 
consider the impacts of race and wealth equity on the 
progression of climate change. 

Structure 

Melody = AABA in 4-bar 
phrases, no musical structure as 
the music matches the action on 
screen (intro, main theme, 
contrasting section, link, 
transition) 

Melody/Pitch 

Fanfare, repeated pitches (F Bb 
Eb), arpeggio-like, leitmotif, 
intervals (4th, rising perfect 5th, 
minor 7th, octave), 4-bar 
phrases, sequence, lower 
auxiliary notes 

Harmony and 
tonality 

Harmony: Mainly tonal, major 
and minor chords in root 
position and first inversion, 
dissonance, unusual chord 
progressions, chromaticism, 
tritone, note clusters, quartal 
harmony 
Tonality: Bb major, then C 
major (with added Ab) pedal 
notes(bass/tonic/dominant/inve
rted), atonal, bitonal 

Texture 

Homophonic, block chords, 
octave doubling in melody, 
pedal textures (inverted tonic, 
dominant), ostinato, imitation, 
arpeggio figures  

Tempo, rhythm 
and metre 

Tempo: fast, ritardando, very 
fast 
Rhythm: Triplet quavers, 
anacrusis, syncopation, off-beat 
quavers, sextuplet, frequent 
rests, homorhythmic chords 
Metre: 4/4, march-style, 
changes to 3/4 

Sonority 
(performing 

forces and playing 
techniques) 

Symphony orchestra (60+ 
players of strings, woodwind, 
brass and percussion, including 
piccolo, trumpet, celeste, harp), 
doubling in octaves, thickly 
scored Staccato, tremolando, 
glissando, pp, mf, ff, 
diminuendo, crescendo 

Context Film music, underscoring 



 

Towards the end of half term, students will begin to 
learn about the importance of different ecosystems e.g. 
tropical rainforests and consider the threat to their 
existence. They will gain an appreciation for how human 
activity changes these landscapes at both a local and 
global scale. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
History: Weimar and Nazi Germany  
In this unit, pupils will study the history of Germany in 
between the end of the First World War in 1919 and the 
outbreak of World War Two in 1945. This half term, 
students will be building investigating how Hitler went 
from a member of the DAP with 7 members, to the 
leader of the Nazi Party and Chancellor of Germany. 
Including his failed Munich Putsch, his time in prison, 
the extensive use of propaganda and the political 
intrigue which led to him becoming Chancellor of 
Germany.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music: John Williams ‘Star Wars’ (set work) 
This unit focusses on the set work by John Williams, 
‘Star Wars’. Pupils will analyse the set work and how the 
work uses harmony, metre and rhythm as well as 
leitmotif to represent characters. Pupils will also begin 
to perform on their chosen instrument and prepare solo 
and ensemble performances, as well as preparing for 
their free compositions. 
 
 

 
Religious Studies: Islam: Muslim Practices 
In this unit, pupils will begin to learn about Muslim 
practices. They will look at the Five Pillars of Islam; in 
particular Shahadah, Salah, Zakat, Sawn and Hajj and 
why these are important to Muslims. Students will be 
able to apply their own understanding of the Five Pillars 
taught in KS3 and use prior knowledge to gain more 
depth and detail. They will be able to use this knowledge 
to then apply it to GCSE exam style questions. 

 
 
Sports Studies: 
Pupils will study 2 units: 
 

• RO51 Contemporary issues in sport (1 lesson 
per week, theory) 

• RO52 Developing Sports Skills (2 lessons per 
week, practical) 

 
In the unit R051 Contemporary issues in sport, students 
will look at exploring participation levels and barriers to 
sport, the promotion of values and ethical behaviour of 
sport, the role of high-profile sporting events and 
national governing bodies in advancing sport’s attempts 
to positively impact upon society beyond providing 
entertainment. This unit will continue until June when 
the students will sit their external examination in 2022. 
The unit is worth 25% of the final grade. Focus this term 
will be on Learning Objective 2: Know about the role of 
sport in promoting values. 
 
In R052 students will develop their skills, techniques 
and use of strategies/tactics/compositional ideas in 
both a team and an individual sport, as well as their 
understanding of the rules to allow them to act in 
officiating roles within an activity. These aspects are all 
practically assessed. There is one final part that involves 
written coursework component; they will consider the 
use of practice methods to improve their performance. 
This unit will again continue until June 2022 when the 
students will have their work externally assessed by the 
exam board OCR. Pupils will focus on Learning 
Objective 1: Be able to use skills, techniques and 
tactics/strategies as an individual performer in 
Badminton. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 11 Curriculum 
Key dates: 
Please see below a list of key events and dates for Year 
11. Further details of events will be shared. 

Date Event Details 
01/11/21 
– 
14/11/21 

Y11 Autumn 
Mock exams 

Students will sit 
their first set of 
mock exams for 
each subject. 

09/12/21 Y11 Autumn 
Parents’ Evening 

An opportunity to 
speak to subject 
teachers, following 
mock exams. 

 

Core subjects 
 
English Literature:  
This term, pupils will explore the Victorian novella of 
Jekyll and Hyde. This is Stevenson’s Gothic story which 
explores a range of rich literary themes. Pupils will 
explore the science, life and beliefs within Victorian 
society in this text and analyse a diverse range of 
characters.  Pupils will refine and revise their 
understanding of the novella, looking deeper into the 
thematic choices and bigger concepts presented by the 
writer. 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Reading the text with your child. This is available 

online.  
• Watching Jekyll and Hyde with your child on 

Edisodes. The login and website are available in 
your child’s MS TEAMS English account.  

 
English Language: Viewpoints and Perspective 
(Language Paper 2) 
Pupils will be asked to read and write excellent 
examples of non-fiction. This term is about exploring 
unseen texts and replicating the methods for effect. 
They will also need to compare texts from across two 
different time periods. Pupils will need to pay attention 
to their sentence structures and the art of building 
convincing rhetoric to support their ideas. Pupils will 
engage with a variety of non-fiction texts and forms. 
This term will be about identifying the planning, writing 
and editing skills of 
expert writers and 
matching their attention 
to detail. It will be about 
analysing methods and 
explaining the effects in 
detail.  
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Reading non-fiction texts with your child.  
• Engage in discussions about world news and 

politics.  
• Try encouraging thinking about other people’s 

perspectives when conversing with your child. 
 
 
Maths Foundation tier: 
Following the mocks, pupils will be focusing on 
Statistics and Probability. Pupils will be learning how to 
draw and calculate probabilities from Tree Diagrams 



 

and Venn Diagrams; the more advanced questions on 
these topics will overlap with the algebra unit from half 
term 1.  
 
Pupils will then move on to calculating and interpreting 
averages. Pupils will be expected to learn how to 
calculate all averages from tables 
and certain graphs. They will then 
look at drawing and interpreting 
various statistical graphs such as 
scatter graphs, frequency 
polygons and histograms. 
 
 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Remind pupils to look over classwork from 

previous years 
• Use Hegarty Maths to practice and build 

confidence in these basic skills 
• Remind pupils to revise thoroughly for end of unit 

tests 
 

Maths Higher tier: 
Following the mocks, pupils will be focusing on 
Statistics and Probability. Pupils will be learning how to 
draw and calculate probabilities from Tree Diagrams 
and Venn Diagrams; the more advanced questions on 
these topics will overlap with the algebra unit from half 
term 1.  
 
Pupils will then move on to calculating and interpreting 
averages. Pupils will be expected to learn how to 
calculate all averages from tables and certain graphs. 
They will then look at drawing and interpreting various 
statistical graphs such as scatter graphs, frequency 
polygons and histograms. 
 
 
 
 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Remind pupils to look over classwork from 

previous years 
• Use Hegarty Maths to practice and build 

confidence in these skills 
• Look at 
graphs in real life 
context 
• Give pupils 
time to practice 
exam questions 
online using 
websites such as 

Mathsgenie.co.uk  
• Remind pupils to revise thoroughly for end of unit 

tests. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Combined Sciences: 
Chemistry: Chemical analysis 
Pupils will study the required practical for 
chromatography as the link to formulations. They will 
then study the test for hydrogen, oxygen, carbon dioxide 
and chlorine gas. 
 
Chemistry: Chemistry of the atmosphere 
Pupils will study the history of the atmosphere in the 
theories surrounding how the earth’s early atmosphere 
became the current atmosphere. Pupils will then go on 
to study the future of our atmosphere by looking at 
global warming, global dimming and acid rain. They will 
evaluate the impact of these phenomena. 
 
Chemistry: Using resources 
Students will study water and how it is cleaned and re-
used for drinking. They will look at how fertilisers are 
made unused. They will also study rusting, phytomining 
and bioleaching.  
 

 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Discuss your water bill, see what your water 

comprises on the Severn Trent website 
• Discuss why people love sauces like mayonnaise 
• Discuss how organic fertilisers like manure 

compare to shop bought fertilisers 
 
Physics: Forces 
Pupils will continue to study the 
three laws of motion. They will use 
various equations to study speed 
and acceleration. They will then 
move on to how moments, levers 
and gears work. They will use the 
equation moment of a force = force 
× distance. Pupils will go on to 
study stopping distances and how this is affected by 
breaking distance and thinking distance. Pupils will 
finish the topic by studying momentum and using the 
equation momentum = mass × velocity. They will 
combine their understanding of stopping distances with 
momentum to look at safety features such as airbags, 
seat belts, cycle helmets and cushioned surfaces for 
playgrounds. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Discuss why it is important to wear seat belts 

whilst in a car  
• Show them how to use a spanner, screwdriver or 

car jack and explain how it helps you to complete  
a particular task.  



 

 
 
 
 
Separate Sciences: 
Chemistry: Chemical analysis 
Pupils will study the required practical for 
chromatography as the link to formulations. They will 
then study the tests for positive and negative ions, 
hydrogen, oxygen, carbon dioxide and chlorine gas. 
They will then study analytical techniques to 
differentiate between positive and negative ions. 
 

Chemistry: Chemistry of the atmosphere 
Pupils will study the history of the atmosphere in the 
theories surrounding how the earth’s early atmosphere 
became the current atmosphere. Pupils will then go on 
to study the future of our atmosphere by looking at 
global warming, global dimming and acid rain. They will 
evaluate the impact of these phenomena. 
 

Chemistry: Using resources 
Students will study water and how it is cleaned and re-
used for drinking. They will look at how fertilisers are 
made unused. They will also study rusting, phytomining 
and bioleaching. 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Discuss your water bill, see what your water 

comprises on the Severn Trent website 
• Discuss why people love sauces like mayonnaise 
• Discuss how organic fertilisers like manure 

compare to shop bought fertilisers 
 

Physics: Forces 
Pupils will continue to study the three laws of motion. 
They will use various equations to study speed and 
acceleration. They will then move on to how moments, 
levers and gears work. They will use the equation 
moment of a force = force × distance and link this to 
equilibrium. Pupils will go on to study stopping 
distances and how this is affected by breaking distance 
and thinking distance. Pupils will finish the topic by 
studying momentum and using the equation 
momentum = mass × velocity, then calculating the 
change in momentum. They will combine their 

understanding of stopping 
distances with momentum 
to look at safety features 
such as airbags, seat belts, 
cycle helmets and 
cushioned surfaces for 
playgrounds.  
 

Physics: Waves 
Pupils will study wave 
behaviour. They will learn 
the fundamentals of 
longitudinal and transverse 
waves and then look further 

at sound waves and the electromagnetic spectrum. 
Pupils will become proficient in their properties to 
explain their uses. They will also look deeply at lenses, 
real and virtual images.  
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Discuss why it is important to wear seat belts 

whilst in a car  

• Show them how to use a spanner, screwdriver or 
car jack and explain how it helps you to complete a 
particular task.  

• Discuss how rainbows and double rainbows are 
made. 

• Compare different family members’ eyesight by 
using their glasses to look at different texts.  

Personal Development: 

This half term in Personal Development, pupils will be 
exploring a range of key current affairs through the 
Votes for Schools platform that we subscribe to as a 
school. Topics change each week and are reflective of 
current affairs in the world and the mainstream media.  

Careers: Each week, all year 11 pupils will have the 
opportunity to explore a range of post-16 pathways and 
careers in order to prepare them for their future beyond 
secondary school. 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child which career they are interested in 

pursuing in the future. 
• Ask your child what their thoughts are on the 

current affairs being discussed in Votes for 
Schools. 

 
Option subjects 
 
Art and Design: Fine Art 
Art and Design: Fine Art 
Pupils will be continuing work on their coursework, 
component 1 worth 60% of their overall grade. Pupils 
will start their individual responses to the title they have 
chosen for their Mock Exam.  
 
Titles are: Hot Weather, Laundry or Confectionery.  
 
Students will record their ideas through photographs 
and observational drawings (AO3) and then develop 
them in the style of their chosen artist’s work (A01). 
Pupils will also develop their 
knowledge of techniques and 
process linked to their chosen 
artist (AO2) before responding to 
these influences through an 
outcome (AO4).         
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Art and 
Design: 3-
Dimensional 
design 
Pupils will be continuing work on their coursework, 
component 1 worth 60% of their overall grade. Pupils 
will start their individual responses to the title they have 
chosen for their Mock Exam.  

Titles are Hinges, Frozen, Aquatic life, and Contrast. 

Students will record their ideas through photographs 
and observational drawings (AO3) and then develop 
them in the style of their chosen artist’s work (A01). 
Pupils will also develop their knowledge of techniques 
and processes linked to their chosen artist (AO2) before 
responding to these influences through an outcome 
(AO4). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Business Studies: 
Students will be exploring the 4 principles to the 
marketing mix.  In particular, they will study: 

• The design mix. 
• The product lifecycle works and what are the 

extension strategies. 
• Different pricing strategies such as skimming, 

cost plus pricing, promotional and penetrating 
the market.  

• Different methods of advertising such as 
television, radio, digital, print and roadside.  

 

 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ensure pupils are accessing slides on MS Teams. 
• Ensure pupils are completing checkpoint activities. 
• Ask pupils what the different methods of 

promotion and pricing are.  
• Ask pupils how the product lifecycle works.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Computer Science: 
Pupils will be covering a range of topics, focussing on 
Programming. Pupils will analyse problems in 
computational terms through practical experience of 
solving such problems, including designing, writing and 
debugging programmes. Pupils will apply analytical 
skills and think logically.  

The list below are the topics that pupils will cover 

1. Creating algorithms using flowcharts and 
pseudocode 

2. Searching algorithms  
3. Sorting algorithms 
4. 2 dimensional arrays 
5. SQL and records 
6. Syntax and logical errors 
7. Applying abstraction and decomposition to a 

given scenario 
 

 
 
 
 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Purchase Computer Science CGP revision and 

exam guides (OCR Exam board) 
• Ensure a revision timetable is created and followed 
 
Creative I-Media: 
R091 – Designing a Game Concept 
This unit builds on units R081 and R082 and pupils will 
be able to apply the skills, knowledge and 
understanding gained in those units. This unit will 
enable pupils to understand the capabilities and 
limitations of a range of platforms. They will be able to 
identify core features of digital games and gain the 
knowledge required to create a games design concept 
proposal that can be presented to a client for critical 
review. 



 

 
This unit will also enable pupils to understand the 
basics of planning and designing digital games for the 
creative digital media sector. On completion of this unit, 
pupils will know about 
different types of digital 
games and where they are 
used, be able to plan and 
design a digital game concept 
and present a game proposal 
to a client or focus group. 
 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Discuss how creative media products are involved 

in all industries. (Video games, social media, music 
etc) 

• Ensure that pupils are up to date with all 
coursework and attend all intervention sessions 

 
 
 
 
 
Drama: 
This term, students will continue to prepare their 
original devised performance for Component 1. 
Students will create a unique and original piece of 
theatre in groups from a given stimulus. These 
performances will be presented to a live audience later 
in the term and will be marked for assessment.  
 
As well as this, students will continue to analyse and 
study the set text An Inspector Calls in preparation for 
their written exam (Component 3). 

 
 
French: Mes projets d’avenir (post 16 plans) 
Students will build on the topic of school and will be able 
to describe their post-16 plans. They will be able to 
express which job and sector they would like to work in 
and justify their motivation. They will continue to 
consolidate their knowledge of tenses and exam skills. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Geography: Revision 
All content for the Geography GCSE has now been 
taught, and so in Autumn 2 our students will be revising 
identified knowledge and skills gaps identified in their 
November mock series. 

 
 
History: 
Students will be studying Anglo-Saxon & Norman 
England. This topic covers a short but vital history 
within the history of Great Britain. This half term, 
students will investigate how the English rebelled 
against their new Norman rulers following the Invasion 
by William Duke of Normandy, including the Harrying 
of the North and the rebellion led by Hereward the 
Wake in Ely. Students will then move onto examining to 
what extent life in England changed under their new 
rulers, in 
particular the 
changes to the 
social structure, 
the Domesday 
book and the 
reforms to the 
English Church.  
 
 
 
Religious Studies: Christianity – Marriage and 
the family 
Pupils will begin a new thematic unit this half term after 
they have completed mock exams and re-teach has 
finished. Students will look at the importance of 
marriage, family and relationships in Christianity. They 
will be able to apply their knowledge into GCSE style 
exam questions in preparation for their mock exams.  

 
 
Sports Studies: 
Pupils will study 2 units: 

• RO51 Contemporary issues in sport (1 lesson 
per week, theory) 

• R051 Examination (external OCR) 10th 
January 2022 

• RO52 Developing Sports Skills (2 lessons per 
week, practical) 

In the unit R051 Contemporary issues in sport, students 
will look at exploring participation levels and barriers to 
sport, the promotion of values and ethical behaviour of 
sport, the role of high-profile sporting events and 
national governing bodies in advancing sport’s attempts 
to positively impact upon society beyond providing 
entertainment. This unit will continue until June when 
the students will sit their external examination in 2022. 
The unit is worth 25% of the final grade. 

In R052 students will develop their skills, techniques 
and use of strategies/tactics/compositional ideas in 



 

both a team and an individual sport, as well as their 
understanding of the rules to allow them to act in 
officiating roles within an activity. These aspects are all 
practically assessed. There is one final part that involves 
written coursework component; they will consider the 
use of practice methods to improve their performance. 
This unit will again continue until June 2022 when the 
students will have their work externally assessed by the 
exam board OCR. 

• RO53 Leadership in Sport 
• R053 NEA (Non-Examination Assessment) 

Coursework component will be externally 
moderated (OCR) 10th January 2022 

This work has mostly been completed; students may be 
requested for intervention during this term. Please keep 
an eye out for further communication. 
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