
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Secondary curriculum newsletter Autumn first 
half term 
Introduction 
Welcome to the first edition of the Secondary Curriculum newsletter for this academic year. 
This newsletter gives an overview of what is being taught in each subject for every year group 
and gives suggestions for how parents can support the learning of our students. 

If you have any general questions, please contact Mrs Lee. If you have questions relating to the 
curriculum of a particular subject, please direct them to the member of staff detailed below: 
 
Art:     Miss Lovell   l.lovell@arkvictoria.org  
Computer Science:   Mr Singh   r.singh@arkvictoria.org  
Drama:    Mr Hopson   l.hopson@arkvictoria.org  
Design and Technology:  Mrs Bennett   b.bennett@arkvictoria.org  
English:    Mr Cooper   d.copper@arkvictoria.org  
French:    Miss Souli   h.souli@arkvictoria.org  
Geography:    Miss Addy   s.addy@arkvictoria.org  
History:    Mr Pritchard   a.pritchard@arkvictoria.org  
Maths:    Mrs Sehejpal  t.sehejpal@arkvictoria.org  
Music:     Mr Hopson   l.hopson@arkvictoria.org 
Personal development Mrs Turner  h.turner@arkvictoria.org  
PE:     Miss Coughlan  s.coughlan@arkvictoria.org  
RS:     Mr Nore   a.nore@arkvictoria.org  
Science:    Mrs Rashid   s.rashid@arkvictoria.org  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:l.lovell@arkvictoria.org
mailto:r.singh@arkvictoria.org
mailto:l.hopson@arkvictoria.org
mailto:b.bennett@arkvictoria.org
mailto:d.copper@arkvictoria.org
mailto:h.souli@arkvictoria.org
mailto:s.addy@arkvictoria.org
mailto:a.pritchard@arkvictoria.org
mailto:t.sehejpal@arkvictoria.org
mailto:l.hopson@arkvictoria.org
mailto:h.turner@arkvictoria.org
mailto:s.coughlan@arkvictoria.org
mailto:a.nore@arkvictoria.org
mailto:s.rashid@arkvictoria.org


 

Year 7 Curriculum 
Art: Scarpace 
In year 7 pupils will study the formal elements of art: 
Line, Tone, Form, Space, Shape, Texture and Colour, in 
the first half term. Following this the students will 
explore the work of Vincent J Scarpace, an artist who is 
best known for his abstract fish art which represent 
"a personal journey through the use of art elements: 
line, shape, and colour - resulting in unique works of 
art which purposely resemble fish.”  
 

Colour theory and techniques such as pointillism will 
allow students to create bright colours and exotic fish by 
the end of the Autumn term. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about which techniques they used in 

their artwork 
• Ask your child about which formal elements of Art 

have they incorporated into a piece of Artwork so 
far. 

 

Computer Science: Publishing for purpose 
Pupils will be using computers to publish a range of 
documents using the office suite. This includes 
Microsoft Word, PowerPoint and Publisher. In 
combination pupils will be learning about licensing and 
E-safety issues. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Discuss how to stay safe online 
• Discuss how to use personal information online 

appropriately 
 

Drama 
Pupils will be building their confidence and 
collaboration skills in the first half term by learning and 
exploring basic Drama techniques such as Freeze 
Frames and Narration. Students will create new 
characters and try to put themselves into the shoes of 
said characters to experience empathy.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Make a family freeze frame based on a situation of 

your choice 
• Take a photo of the freeze frame that shows an 

emotion or feeling 
 

Design and Technology 
Pupils will be studying graphics this term and will learn 
how to create character illustrations inspired by the 
work of Jon Burgerman. They will develop their 
designing, drawing and rendering skills during this 
project and will understand how analysing the work of 
others informs and inspires their own work.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child what they thought about the work 

of Jon Burgerman and to justify their opinions 
• Ask your child what skills and techniques they have 

learnt in their Design and Technology lessons 
 
English: Oliver Twist 
This term, pupils will be exploring the world of 
Victorian London. They will explore the 19th century 
through the novel Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens. 
During this time they will come to grips with examples 
of poverty and life for poor orphans. They will work on 
building their analysis skills and explore characters 
across an entire text. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about the characters in the novel, 

and who their favourite character is and why 
• Watch Oliver Twist on Youtube with your child and 

engage with the story.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

French: Je me présente (introducing oneself) 
This term, pupils will be learning how to introduce  
themselves and their loved ones. They will explore 
French pronunciation through phonics and will learn 
about sentence structure. They will work on building 
their confidence through a focus on speaking skills. 
 

Pupils will describe themselves, using vocabulary to 
express: 

• What they and their family look like 
• Where they live 
• When their birthday is 
• Their plans for the weekend  

 

 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about the vocabulary they have 

learnt in lessons 
• Support your child with their spellings of 

vocabulary by testing them at home 
 

Geography: Geography and me! 
In this topic, pupils will learn about what it means to be 
a great Geographer and how to use these skills to 
investigate their personal Geographies. 
 

 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about why Geographers have such 

a love for maps 
• Ask your child about their personal Geography, 

and how they can investigate this further 
 

History 
This term, pupils will learn about how the world was 
connected in the years c1000. Students will examine 
how the world was connected, the growth of Baghdad as 
a centre of knowledge, the growth of Christianity in 
Europe and the Norman Invasion.  

 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child to locate the places being studied on 

a map and explain how different places are 
connected. 

• Ask your child to explain what enabled Baghdad to 
grow, how Christianity spread and how the world 
was connected. 

Mathematics: Fundamental Skills 
This term, pupils will study Fundamental skills in 
Mathematics.  
Pupils will need to have a clear and consistent approach 
to these methods and skills. They will be using all these 
skills throughout Key Stage 3 and 4, so it is vital that 
pupils develop fluency. 
 

This topic will consist of: 
• Multiplication  
• Division (including decimals) 
• Multiplying and dividing by powers of 10 
• Calculations with Decimals 
• Time 
• Measure 
 

 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Give opportunities for pupils to build confidence 

without their calculators and phones 
• Develop and build confidence on Key Stage 2 skills 
 

 
Music: STOMP! 
This term, pupils will secure basic ensemble skills and 
learn simple rhythmic notation by performing and 
composing Stomp! inspired patterns. Pupils will 
perform ostinato patterns using body percussion and 
compose a structured piece that uses polyrhythms.  
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Ask your child to clap the ostinato rhythms 
back to you and tell you how many beats each 
note is held for? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PE 
Pupils will develop their confidence in a range of sports 
this term which include Football, Basketball, Handball 
& Table Tennis.  

 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Ensure that your child maintains a healthy 
lifestyle by exercising regularly (minimum of 
30 minutes exercise per day) 

• Exercise with your child, encourage them to 
walk to places where possible 

• 2 days of exercise should be moderate to high 
intensity, so they should be getting out of 
breath, hot and sweaty from the activity. 

• Watch sport with them and discuss what you 
are watching 

• Try a new sport or physical activity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Personal Development: 
This term in Personal Development, pupils will be 
exploring a range of key topics to prepare them for the 
year ahead so that all of our pupils reflect our core 
values: ambition, resilience and kindness. 
Here is an overview of each week: 
 

Week 1: Year 7 will begin the half term learning about 
internet safety in order to prepare them for their school 
devices. Students will learn about how to remain safe 
and protect their privacy online. 
 

Week 2: Students will learn about how to be organised 
for secondary school life in order to prepare them for the 
transition into a new school setting. They will also have 
the opportunity to become a form representative by 
delivering a speech to their peers and demonstrating 
our British value of democracy. 
 

Week 3: Pupils will be exploring what good behaviour 
looks like in year 7 and how they can behave in class to 
be the best possible version of themselves. They will 
plan and create their own student pledge for the year of 
what they would like their behaviour to look like. 
 

Week 4: Year 7 will have the opportunity to learn about 
Black History month and consider the importance of 
educating ourselves in order to help change society. 
Students will also be learning about the positive 
contributions that black people have made to British 
history 
 

Week 5: Celebrating the arts: National poetry 
day: All year 7 pupils will have the opportunity to watch 
a live poet performing in assembly as well as hearing 
about how they use poetry as an avenue to express their 
voice and ideas. Pupils will then be able to plan, create 
and deliver their own poetry in their personal 
development sessions. 
 

Week 6: Mental Health: Pupils will explore what 
mental health means and how we can improve our 
mental health through a variety of different strategies. 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about how they feel more prepared 

for secondary school life. 
• Ask your child about what good behaviour looks 

like in year 7 and their what their student pledge 
for the year is. 

• Ask your child how they can educate others about 
Black History. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Personal development is a powerful 
process that can enable deep, 

positive and lasting change to how 
we see ourselves and also the world.” 



 

Religious studies: Christianity 
Pupils will learn about classic stories from the Old 
Testament of the Bible including: 
• The Creation Story 
• Abraham and Isaac 
• Noah and the flood 
• Moses and the Exodus  
 

 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about how these stories are similar 

and different in Islam and Judaism. 
• Ask your child how Christian beliefs are similar 

and different to another major world religion 
 

Science: 
Cells 
This unit introduces pupils to cells as the building 
blocks of all living things, under the big idea ‘Cells are 
alive’. Pupils will learn that all living things are 
composed of cells, both singularly and in multicellular 
organisms, working together as tissues, organs and 
organ systems. They will learn that cells become 
specialised in order to carry out their function and will 
study different cells under a light microscope. Pupils 
will discover how plants are different from animals, and 
how this is reflected in the structure of their cells.  
 

 
How parents can get involved: 

• Discuss the issues surrounding organ donation 
and organ transplants 

• Discuss why Stem cells are important 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Particles 
This unit introduces pupils to particles as the building 
blocks of all matter, under the big idea ‘structure 
determines properties’. Pupils will learn how particles 
are arranged in solids, liquids and gases using the 
particle model. As this is the first time that pupils are 
introduced to a model in science, they will discuss why 
scientists use models, and the benefits and limitations 
of this particular model. Pupils will learn how to explain 
the properties of different substances, to represent 
expansion, melting, boiling, freezing, condensing, 
density, diffusion and pressure.  
  
As this is the first time that pupils are introduced to a 
model in science, they will discuss why scientists use 
models, and the benefits and limitations of this 
particular model.  
 

 
 
 How parents can get involved: 

• Float some raisins in lemonade. Question your 
child on what is happening and then get them 
to explain why the raisins move up and then 
down 

• Point out everyday examples where they mimic 
particle behaviour, for example, tins of beans 
are stocked on shelves like the arrangement of 
particles in a solid. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year 8 Curriculum 
Art: Portraiture 
In Year 8, pupils will learn about the topic of 
Portraiture and look at how artists communicate their 
ideas of this theme. Students will start by learning how 
to draw the proportions of the face and develop their 
understanding of how to draw realistic face features 
with reference to the work of Photorealist artist’s 
Arinze Stanley and Rick Fortson. They will then 
progress and build on this by looking at contrasting 
styles of work such as Julian Opie who produced the 
painting for the Best of Blur album cover, which was 
exhibited in the National Gallery, London. 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about how facial features differ 

so each person is not identical. 
• Ask your child how the facial features link to 

each other when planning to draw the 
proportions of the face. 

Computer Science: Python Programming 
In this unit pupils will be creating software programmes 
using the Python programming language.  In doing so, 
a wide range of skills will be taught, including how to 
create flowcharts, using computational logic, creating 
robust programs that can be used in wide range of 
environments and gaining the essential skills that will 
set pupils on the correct pathway into a future of 
computing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child how the programs they are 

creating are implemented into video games, 
movies and the music industry. 

• Ask your child how computational thinking is 
linked to a person's day to day activities.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drama 
Pupils will be building on the techniques learned last 
year by adding words and dialogue, whilst beginning to 
explore characterisation. They will explore new 
techniques such as hot-seating, improvisation and 
cross-cutting, which strive to get deeper inside the mind 
and body of the character.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Interview your child in the ‘hot-seat’ as a character 

that thy have been exploring in class to test their 
improvisation skills 

 

Design and Technology 
 
Pupils will either be studying graphics or resistant 
materials this term. These projects will develop their 
designing, drawing and making skills in each of the 
specialist areas.  
 

Graphics: Pupils will learn about the op-art movement 
and how to draw create graphics that follow the three 
illusion principals. They will design their own op-art 
cube and make a three-dimensional model using 
various drawing techniques.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child what they thought about the work 

of Bridget Riley and to justify their opinions 
• Ask your child what skills and techniques they have 

learnt in their Design and Technology lessons 
 
Resistant Materials: Pupils will be learning basic 
workshop skills. They will be focusing on health and 
safety, using hand tools and the properties of timber.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child what tools and equipment they have 

learnt to use 
• Ask your child what skills and techniques they have 

learnt in their Design and Technology lessons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
English:  Sherlock Holmes 
This term, pupils will charter the crimes and mysteries 
of London with the world’s greatest detective; Sherlock 
Holmes. Pupils will read and analyse the life and 
methods of the detective and explore the structural 
methods of a great detective story. Pupils will continue 
to improve their essay skills and delve further into in-
depth analysis of literary characters and Victorian 
context.  
 

 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Read Sherlock Holmes stories for free online at 

Project Guttenburgh. 
• Check the British Library Archives for 

Victorian articles on life in London.  
 
French: Mes passe-temps (my hobbies) 
This term, pupils will build up on their previous 
knowledge and will focus on describing their leisure 
activities. They will consolidate their French 
pronunciation through a range of speaking activities 
and will develop their grammatical awareness. 
 

From reading to cinema, students will be able to 
describe what they enjoy doing and why. 

 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child to name different types of book 

genres 
• Ask your child to name some of the TV 

programmes you watch together and to express 
and justify their opinions of them 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Geography: River Rivals 
In this topic, pupils will learn about the formation of 
different features of a river and begin to gain an 
understanding of why rivers are important to both 
people and the natural environment, focussing on the 
Nile River basin. Towards the end of the half term pupils 
will learn about the GERD, and how this contributes to 
the geopolitical tensions in eastern Africa. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about the formation of river 

features in the upper, middle and lower course 
• Ask your child about why the GERD has been built 

in Ethiopia 
 

History 
This term students will be studying the British Empire 
and slavery. Students will examine how the slave trade 
impacted on African people, shaped the American 
colonies, and how slavery was eventually abolished.  
 

 
How parents can get involved: 

• Encourage students to read around the topic 
of the British Empire.  

• Ask students about the slave trade and how it 
shaped the British Empire.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Mathematics: Fundamental Skills 
This term, pupils will study Fundamental skills in 
Mathematics.  
We will be identifying the gaps in pupils' skills and then 
addressing any misconceptions and building their basic 
mathematical skills.  
Pupils will need to have a clear and consistent approach 
to these methods and skills. They will be using all these 
skills throughout Key Stage 3 and 4, so it is vital that 
pupils develop fluency. 
 
This topic will consist of: 

• Multiplication  
• Division (including 

decimals) 
• Multiplying and dividing 

by powers of 10 
• Calculations with Decimals 
• Time 
• Measure 

 
How parents can get involved: 
• Give opportunities for pupils to build confidence 

without their calculators and phones 
• Develop and build confidence on mental methods 
 

PE 
Pupils will develop their confidence in a range of sports 
this term which include Football, Basketball, Handball 
& Table Tennis.  

 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Ensure that your child maintains a healthy 
lifestyle by exercising regularly (minimum of 
30 minutes exercise per day) 

• Exercise with your child, encourage them to 
walk to places where possible 

• 2 days of exercise should be moderate to high 
intensity, so they should be getting out of 
breath, hot and sweaty from the activity. 

• Watch sport with them and discuss what you 
are watching 

• Try a new sport or physical activity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Personal Development: 
This term in Personal Development, pupils will be 
exploring a range of key topics to prepare them for the 
year ahead so that all of our pupils reflect our core 
values: ambition, resilience and kindness. 
Here is an overview of each week: 
 
Week 1: Pupils will be reflecting on the behaviour 
expectations from the previous academic year and 
considering how they should behave now that they are 
in year 8. They will plan and create their own student 
pledge for the year of what they would like their 
behaviour to look like. 
 
Week 2: Students will learn about what makes a good 
role model and how they can be a good role model to the 
year 7 students. They will also have the opportunity to 
be become a form representative by delivering a speech 
to their peers and demonstrating our British value of 
democracy. 
Week 3: Students will be considering how they can 
demonstrate resilience in year 8. They will explore some 
examples of resilient people and exploring how they can 
apply this to school this academic year. 
 
Week 4: Year 8 will have the opportunity to learn about 
Black History month and consider the importance of 
educating ourselves in order to help change society. 
Students will also be learning about the positive 
contributions that black people have made to British 
history 
 
Week 5: Celebrating the arts: National poetry day: 
All year 8 pupils will have the opportunity to watch a 
live poet performing in assembly as well as hearing 
about how they use poetry as an avenue to express their 
voice and ideas. Pupils will then be able to plan, create 
and deliver their own poetry in their personal 
development sessions. 
 
Week 6: Mental Health: Pupils will explore what 
mental health means, the stigma attached to it and how 
we can improve our mental health through a variety of 
different strategies. 
 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about how the standard of 

behaviour has changed now they are in year 8 and 
what their student pledge for the year is. 

• Ask your child about how they can demonstrate 
resilience in year 8. 

• Ask your child how they can educate others about 
Black History. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Personal development is a powerful 
process that can enable deep, 

positive and lasting change to how 
we see ourselves and also the world.” 



 

Music: Rhythm and Pulse – STOMP! And West 
African Drumming 
This term, pupils will secure basic ensemble skills and 
learn simple rhythmic notation by performing and 
composing Stomp! inspired patterns. Pupils will begin 
by performing ostinato patterns using body percussion 
and move on to working with increasingly complex 
rhythms, textures and structures as they develop a 
secure djembe playing technique. They drive forward 
their ability to improvise, sing and play independent 
parts and create new music that embraces the traditions 
of West Africa. They understand the diverse roles, 
functions and sounds of the music of West Africa. 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child to clap the ostinato rhythms back to 

you and tell you how many beats each note is held 
for? 

• Ask your child the techniques used in order to play 
the Djembe? 

 
Religious studies: Christianity 
In this unit, students will learn about the history of 
Christianity and how this began. It will look at its 
transformation through History from Constantine, the 
Great Schism as well as the Reformation. Through this, 
students will begin to understand how the religion has 
become to what we know it as today.  
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about the great periods of 

history such as the Great Schism and The 
Reformation as this in linked to many topics 
studied in History. 

• Ask your child how Christianity has developed 
since the birth of Jesus.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science: 
Tissues and organs 

This unit introduces pupils to a number of new 
mammalian organ systems, under the big idea 
‘bodies are systems’. Pupils will learn how movement 
is co-ordinated by the interaction of the muscular and 
skeletal systems. Pupils will study the structure and 
function of the skeletal system and learn how muscles 
work in antagonistic pairs to exert force on the 
skeletal system. Pupils will then learn about the 
structure and function of the breathing system and 
consider the use of a model for representing the 
volume and pressure changes that occur during 
inhalation and exhalation. Pupils are encouraged to 
learn about a range of recreational drugs and 
understand the impact they have on our bodies as 
systems. 

 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Discuss the impact of recreational drugs on the 

mind and body 
• Talk about how babies learn to crawl and walk 

 

Acids and Alkalis 
This unit introduces pupils to acids and alkalis. They 
will learn about common acids and alkalis around the 
home and the use of indicators to assess the pH of a 
substance. Pupils will also learn about the most 
important reactions of acids, including 
neutralisation, reaction of acids, with metals and 
metal carbonates. A key focus throughout this unit 
will be the nature of a chemical reaction and how we 
can represent reactions using word equations. 

How parents can get involved: 
• Use the water from boiled red cabbage, 

beetroot or any dark coloured fruit drink. Use 
it to test acids and alkalis around the home. 
Observe the colour changes. 

• Discuss how to treat wasp and bee stings using 
acids and alkalis 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year 9 Curriculum 
Art:  
In Year 9, pupils will be developing their understanding 
of the Art process and the assessment objective that will 
prepare them for our GCSE Fine Art course. They will 
investigate the theme of Natural World and will 
complete a project using the 4 Learning Objectives 
recommended by exam boards. These are:  

AO1 – Exploring ideas and analysing the work of other 
artists 

AO2 – Refining and experimenting with materials and 
processes 

AO3 – Recording ideas through drawings and 
photographs 

AO4 – Responding to the theme with a final piece. 

This term, pupils will begin with a focus on drawing and 
then move into experimenting with mixed media 
looking at the work of Angie Lewin before moving into 
a Nature V City project next term where students will 
look at the work of Portuguese 3D street artist of Sergio 
Odeith, whose work combines the concepts of nature 
and urban settings together. Students will capture this 
in their own artwork. 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about which techniques they 

used in their artwork 
• Ask your child how they see the contrast 

between natural and man-made in the city 
around them. 

Drama 
During this half term, students will be using empathy to 
put themselves into the shoes of other people of their 
age who are experiencing issues that affect teenagers. 
We will be using techniques such as flashbacks and 
flashforwards, monologues and duologues to explore 
teenage issues such as bullying, truancy and body 
image.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved:  
• Ask your child about the characters and 

situations they are exploring in class and how 
it has changed their views on the subject 

 

Computer Science: Advanced Python 
Programming 
In this unit pupils will be creating software programmes 
using the Python programming language.  In doing so a 
wide range of skills will be taught, including how to 
create advanced algorithms that utilise conditions, 
creating advanced flowcharts, using computational 
logic in combination with Boolean logic, creating robust 
programs that can be used in wide range of 
environments and gaining the essential skills that will 
set pupils on the correct pathway into a future of 
computing. 
 
 
 
 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Ask your child how the programs they are 
creating are implemented into video games, 
movies and the music industry. 

• Ask your child how computational thinking is 
linked to a person's day to day activities.  

 

Design and Technology 
 
Textiles: Pupils will be designing and making a tote bag 
in the style of the artist Hattie Stewart. They will be 
learning the following textile techniques: 

- Applique 
- Tie-dye 
- Embroidery  
- Lino printing 
- Sewing machine skills 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about which techniques they 

used in their Design and Technology work 
• Ask your child about the work of Hattie Stewart 

Resistant Materials: Pupils will be learning basic 
workshop skills. They will be focusing on health and 
safety, using tools and equipment and how to construct 
a product from timber.  
 

 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child what tools and equipment they have 

learnt to use 
• Ask your child what skills and techniques they have 

learnt in their Design and Technology lessons 



 

English: Jane Eyre 
This term, pupils will explore Victorian England from 
the perspective of a young, orphaned girl. They will 
analyse the novel Jane Eyre and delve into the concepts 
of gender, education and power 
within Victorian Society. Pupils will 
continue to develop their skills of 
empathy and the analysis of 
characters.   

 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Read Sherlock Holmes stories for free online at 

Project Guttenburgh. 
• Check the British Library Archives for 

Victorian articles on life in London. 
 

French: Je te parle de moi (who I am?) 
This term students will learn how to describe 
themselves and their family in details, going beyond the 
physical descriptions, they will be able to talk about the 
nature of their relationships and justify their opinion. 
They will be able to use different tenses and a range of 
structure to express and justify their views. 
 

 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child to describe a family member or 

sibling in details 
• Help your child to consolidate their learning 

through revision on BBC Bitesize 
 

Geography:  Global Oceans 
In this topic, pupils will learn about the tectonics and 
processes associated with the global ocean system. By 
studying global oceans, pupils will begin to form 
geographical links between plate tectonics, ecosystems 
and climate change and how these impact people. 
 

 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about why the 2011 Japanese 

tsunami was so hazardous 
• Ask your child about how oceans regulate climate 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

History 
This term, students will be studying the causes of WW1, 
how the powers of Europe were on a collision course for 
War, and how the war shaped societal thinking. 
Students will also answer enquiry questions around the 
events of the war, such as The battle of The Somme and 
the role of General Haig.  
 

 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Encourage students to read about WW1  
• Ask students to explain the different causes of 

WW1, and the relationships between 
militarism, imperialism, the alliance system 
and nationalism.  

 

Mathematics: Algebraic Skills 
This term, pupils will study Algebraic expressions and 
equations in Mathematics.  
Pupils will need to have a clear and consistent approach 
to these methods and skills. They will need to become 
confident with these skills to help prepare them for Key 
Stage 4. 
 

This topic will consist of: 
• Recapping basic algebra 

skills 
• Solving equations 
• Collecting like terms  
• Forming and solving 

equations 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Give pupils time to go over classwork at home 
• Remind pupils to watch videos and answers 

questions on the Hegarty Maths website.  
 
 

Music: Pop Music  
In this unit, pupils will develop their keyboard skills 
and be introduced to the foundations of harmony and 
chords and learn about different styles of 
accompaniment, including playing as part of an 
ensemble. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child to name the notes of the keyboard? 

Can they tell you what notes are in some major 
and minor chords? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PE 
Pupils will develop their confidence in a range of sports 
this term which include Football, Basketball, Handball 
& Table Tennis.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ensure that your child maintains a healthy 

lifestyle by exercising regularly (minimum of 
30 minutes exercise per day) 

• Exercise with your child, encourage them to 
walk to places where possible 

• 2 days of exercise should be moderate to high 
intensity, so they should be getting out of 
breath, hot and sweaty from the activity. 

• Watch sport with them and discuss what you 
are watching 

• Try a new sport or physical activity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Personal Development: 
This term in Personal Development, pupils will be 
exploring a range of key topics to prepare them for the 
year ahead so that all of our pupils reflect our core 
values: ambition, resilience and kindness. 
Here is an overview of each week: 

Week 1: Pupils will be reflecting on the behaviour 
expectations from the previous academic year and 
considering how they should behave now that they are 
in year 9. They will plan and create their own student 
pledge for the year of what they would like their 
behaviour to look like. 

Week 2: Students will learn how they can be a good 
role model to the year 8 students and how they can 
unlock someone else’s potential. They will also have the 
opportunity to be become a form representative by 
delivering a speech to their peers and demonstrating 
our British value of democracy. 

Week 3: Students will be considering how they can 
demonstrate resilience in year 9. They will explore some 
examples of resilient people and exploring how they can 
apply this to school this academic year. 

Week 4: Year 9 will have the opportunity to learn about 
Black History month and consider the importance of 
educating ourselves in order to help change society. 
Students will also be learning about the positive 
contributions that black people have made to British 
history 

Week 5: Celebrating the arts: National poetry day: All 
year 9 pupils will have the opportunity to watch a live 
poet performing in assembly as well as hearing about 
how they use poetry as an avenue to express their voice 
and ideas. Pupils will then be able to plan, create and 
deliver their own poetry in their personal development 
sessions. 
 

Week 6: Mental Health: Pupils will explore which 
mental health issues are most common within 
teenagers, how we can challenge the stigma attached to 
poor mental health and how we can overcome 
challenges to our mental health through a variety of 
different strategies. 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about how the standard of 

behaviour has changed now they are in year 9 and 
what their student pledge for the year is. 

• Ask your child about how they can demonstrate 
resilience in year 9. 

• Ask your child how they can educate others about 
Black History. 

 
 
 

“Personal development is a powerful 
process that can enable deep, positive 

and lasting change to how we see 
ourselves and also the world.” 



 

Religious studies: Buddhism 
In this unit, students will learn about the religion on 
Buddhism. Here, they will, through narrative 
understand how the religion came into existence and 
how through one person (The Buddha), the religion 
seeks to understand the betterment of the ‘self’. 
Students will be able to explore and discuss different 
beliefs and practices related to Buddhism such as the 
Eightfold Path and the Four Noble Truths.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about how the story of the 

Buddha is similar or different to stories of 
other influential people in religion such as 
Jesus, Guru Nanak or Prophet Muhammad.  

• Ask your child how they may be able to 
improve their own character through the 
advice that the Buddha gives in the Eightfold 
path.  

 
Science: 
Growth and differentiation 

In this unit, pupils will develop their understanding 
of cell structure and specialisation. Pupils will learn 
to classify cells as eukaryotic or prokaryotic according 
to some basic features and revisit the function of the 
main sub-cellular structures. Pupils will also have the 
opportunity to investigate bacterial growth using 
agar and develop their skills in using aseptic 
techniques. This unit also introduces pupils to the 
three main methods of cell transport: diffusion, 
osmosis and active transport. Pupils will also study 
cell specialisation and learn how cells divide by 
mitosis to allow for growth and repair. Pupils will be 
introduced to cancers as a group of diseases that can 
arise from uncontrolled cell growth. They will also 
learn how scientists use stem cells to study and treat 
different diseases. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Discuss the impact of different cancers on 

families and communities 
• Observe how different frozen vegetables 

defrost (some stay crunchy, whilst others 
become floppy) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Periodic Table 

In this unit, pupils will develop their knowledge of 
atomic structure. They will learn about the nuclear 
model of the atom, as well as the development of our 
understanding of the atom, with an overview of some 
of the key discoveries and scientists that have paved 
the way so far. Important here also is that pupils’ 
understanding that our knowledge of the atom is still 
evolving now. Pupils will study the structure of the 
periodic table, and the distinct properties of some of 
the groups within it, as well as the link between those 
properties and the electronic configurations of the 
elements. Finally, pupils will look at the history of the 
periodic table and the contribution of Mendeleev.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Play guess the elements. Use different 

languages and say the name of the element. 
Pupils will need to guess this into English. 



 

KS4 Curriculum 

 

How parents can get involved: 
• Check the specifications for the subjects that your 

child is studying 
• Ask your child to show you their MS Teams pages 

for each subject 
• Direct your child to use GCSEPOD, Seneca and 

BBC Bitesize 
• Ensure that your child is revising at home and 

undertaking independent learning 
• Test your child on what they have been learning 
• Contact your child’s teachers if you have any 

questions 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subject Exam Board 

GCSE English Language AQA 
GCSE English Literature AQA 
GCSE Combined Science  AQA 
GCSE Biology AQA 
GCSE Chemistry AQA 
GCSE Physics  AQA 
GCSE Geography AQA 
GCSE Maths EDEXCEL 
GCSE Business Studies EDEXCEL 
GCSE Computer Science OCR 
GCSE Drama EDEXCEL 
GCSE Music OCR 
GCSE French EDEXCEL 
GCSE History EDEXCEL 
GCSE R.S. Spec B EDEXCEL 
GCSE Art and Design:  Fine Art OCR 
GCSE Art and Design:  3D Design – product design  OCR 
Sports Studies  OCR 
Creative I-Media OCR 
Functional Skills Maths EDEXCEL 

Functional Skills English EDEXCEL 

Functional Skills ICT EDEXCEL 

Entry Level Certificate Science AQA 
Personal Development and Employability Skills Princes Trust 



 

Year 10 Curriculum 
Core subjects 
 
English Literature:  An Inspector Calls  
Pupils will be studying the Edwardian play An Inspector 
Calls. This will be their first GCSE English Literature 
text and involves them reading the whole play. Pupils 
will explore J.B Preistley’s play with the emphasis on his 
ideas about morality and the key messages delivered by 
the police inspector and characters. They will analyse 
the characters, themes and writer’s messages before 
completing an exam response in the form of an essay.  

 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• This exam does not give pupils an extract so 

they will need to memorise and revise 
quotations.  

• Listen to the following podcast with your child:  
https://www.listennotes.com/podcasts/an-inspector-
calls-lucy-macdonald-f6pkNjzWo1v/ 

• Read the play. A copy of it is in your child’s MS 
Teams English group.  

 
English Language: Exploration of Creative 
Writing (Paper 1, Question 5) 
Pupils will be asked to read and write excellent 
examples of creative writing. This term is about 
exploring unseen texts and replicating the methods for 
effect.  Pupils will need to pay attention to their sentence 
structures and the art of building conceptual images 
within their writing. Pupils will engage with time-hop 
story structures and different approaches to both 
narrative and descriptive writing. This term will be 
about identifying the planning, writing & editing skills 
of expert writers and matching their attention to detail. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• This exam has a short time limit, so practicing 

creative writing at home is crucial.   
• Read and explore engaging stories with your 

child.  
• Check the SpArk English page for excellent 

stories and competitions.  
 
 
 
 
 

Maths Foundation tier: 
For the first part of this half term, pupils will be looking 
at all number properties and working with decimals. 
They will also be looking at indices, powers and roots. 
These are the basic skills that pupils need to be 
confident with so that they can build on them, to 
develop their mathematical understanding further.  
 
For the second part of this half term, pupils will be 
learning and revisiting all the basic Algebra skills such 
as solving equations, using index notation, simplifying 
expressions and understanding the difference between 
expressions, equations, formulae and identities.  
 
Pupils may have encountered some of these topics in 
previous years, meaning that 
teaching time may focus on 
application or consolidation of prior 
learning. These topics are vital for 
pupils to build on for the rest of the 
GCSE course.  
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Remind pupils to look over classwork from 
previous years 

• Using Hegarty Maths to practice and build 
confidence with these basic skills 

Maths Higher tier: 
For the first part of this half term, pupils will be looking 
at all number properties and working with decimals. 
They will also be looking at indices, surds and standard 
form.  
 
For the second part of this half term, pupils will be 
revisiting and building all the basic Algebra skills such 
as solving equations, simplifying expressions, 
expanding and factorising quadratics. Pupils will have 
an introduction in how to use algebra to support and 
construct arguments using proof. 
 
Pupils will build on their basic skills from previous years 
and develop their mathematical understanding further 
to prepare them for the Mathematics GCSE.  
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Remind pupils to look over classwork from 
previous years 

• Using Hegarty Maths to practice and build 
confidence with these basic skills. They can 
watch videos and answers questions on these 
topics online.  

 
 
 
 

https://www.listennotes.com/podcasts/an-inspector-calls-lucy-macdonald-f6pkNjzWo1v/
https://www.listennotes.com/podcasts/an-inspector-calls-lucy-macdonald-f6pkNjzWo1v/


 

Combined Sciences: 
 
Biology: Organ systems 
Pupils will study the heart as an organ and how it works 
alongside the different blood vessels. They will look at 
cardiovascular diseases and how some people need to 
have faulty hearts replaced. Pupils will then go on to 
study the nervous system and how the central nervous 
system coordinates the response of muscles as well as 
hormones. This work is then linked to the study of 
health and disease and pupils will study the immune 
system, lifestyle choices and the effect of diet, alcohol 
and smoking on the body. Pupils will link this 
information to the development of drugs and 
vaccinations to treat various 
diseases. They will look at the 
ethical aspects of drug trials. 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Discuss whether children 
should be vaccinated for 
COVID  

• Discuss the impact of diet, exercise, smoking, 
alcohol and drugs on the mind and body  

Chemistry: structure and bonding 
Pupils will study ionic, covalent and metallic bonding. 
They will look at the structures and link these to the 
properties of various different materials by explaining 
melting and boiling points, electrical conductivity and 
hardness. Pupils will then link their understanding of 
bonding and structures to polymers, they will be able to 
provide reasons why certain polymers melt easily walls 
others will burn or why one polymer may be stronger 
than another. They will do by looking at high density 
and low density polyethene. Pupils will then study 
endothermic and exothermic reactions through their 
reaction profile diagrams and bond energy calculations. 
 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Make your children responsible for recycling 
and looking at the packages for signs of the kind 
of materials that they are made from  

• Ask your child whether we should use 
disposable heat packs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Discuss why it is important to wear seat belts 

whilst in a car  
• Show pupils how to use a spanner, screwdriver 

or car jack and explain how it helps you to do 
a particular task. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Physics: Movement 
This unit looks at the application of movement in 
physics. Pupils will start this unit by studying how 
moments, levers and gears work. They will use the 
equation moment of a force = force × distance. 
Newton's second law will be studied by looking at the 
equation resultant force = mass × acceleration. They 
will link this to inertia. Pupils will go on to study 
stopping distances and how this is affected by breaking 
distance and thinking distance. Pupils will finish the 
topic by studying momentum and using the equation 
momentum = mass × velocity. They will combine their 
understanding of stopping distances with momentum 
to look at safety features such as airbags, seat belts, 
cycle helmets and cushioned surfaces for playgrounds. 
 
Option subjects 
 
Art and Design: 3 Dimensional design 
Pupils will begin their coursework component one by 
designing and making a sensory children’s toy. 
Component one of their portfolio is worth 60% of the 
student’s final mark. This term students will start the 
designing process with drawing and see their ideas 
through to a finished product. Students’ work in Yr10 
and Yr11 in total show explicit coverage of the four 
assessment objectives;  

AO1 – Develop: research, images & artists/ designers, 
A02: Refine: media and techniques, A03: Record: 
record ideas & drawings, and A04: Present: final ideas 
& outcome/s. 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Business Studies: 
Pupils are learning about entrepreneurship and what 
makes a good entrepreneur.  Students will look at how 
new businesses come about and how technology affects 
this. Pupils will also learn what are the risks and 
rewards for a business.  

 

How parents can get involved: 
• Discuss the qualities of an entrepreneur  
• Discuss the risks and rewards of running a 

business.  
 
Computer Science: Data representation 
Pupils are learning about Data representation and how 
computers deal with binary in different ways. In this 
unit pupils will learn binary theory, binary logic, binary 
to denary conversions (Vice versa) and hexadecimals. 
In combination with this, pupils will also learn the 
different types of compression, this includes both lossy 
and lossless compression and how they are 
implemented in various media formats. 
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Purchase Computer Science CGP revision and 
exam guides (OCR Exam board) 

• Ensure a revision timetable is created and 
followed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creative I-Media: 
R082 – Creating digital Graphics 
In this unit, students are focussing on the planning and 
creation of a digital graphic for the local area. Students 
will be working with advanced media creation tools such 
as Adobe Photoshop and Office applications to create a 
wide range of graphics.  
 

 
 
How can parents get involved: 

• Discuss how creative media products are 
involved in all industries. (Video games, social 
media, music etc) 

• Ensure that pupils are up to date with all 
coursework and attend all intervention 
sessions 

 
French: Ma ville et ma région (town and local area) 
In this unit, students will focus on the topic of town and 
local area. Students will be able to describe where they 
live, their region and its advantages and give directions 
around town. There will be a focus on speaking skills in 
preparation for the GCSE examination. Students will be 
able to express themselves in two tenses to describe 
where they currently live and where they aspire to move 
to. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

“Personal development is a powerful 
process that can enable deep, positive 

and lasting change to how we see 
ourselves and also the world.” 

Geography: Natural Hazards 
In this unit, pupils will gain an understanding about the 
causes, effects and responses associated with both 
tectonic hazards (earthquakes, volcanoes and tsunamis) 
and atmospheric hazards (floods and tropical storms) 
through a range of contrasting case studies. Pupils will 
then study the causes of climate change and how they, 
as geographers, can investigate the rate in which it is 
occurring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
History: Weimar and Nazi Germany  
In this unit, pupils will study the history of Germany in 
between the end of the First World War in 1919 and the 
outbreak of World War Two in 1945. Within the period 
Germany went from a democratic country to a country 
ruled by Hitler, a fascist Dictator. Students will examine 
the different political changes within Germany which 
led to the rise of Hitler and how life changed for 
everyday Germans.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music: Bridging Unit – Henry Purcell ‘Music for 
a While’ (set work) 
This unit will bridge the gap between KS3 music and 
GCSE music. Pupils will recap the musical building 
blocks of music, the elements, and use these to analyse, 
compose and perform music expressively.  
Pupils will perform simple arrangements of pieces of 
music as a class on their specialist instrument (or 
keyboard), compose ground basses, chord sequences 
and melodies, and refine listening and analytical skills 
in order to successfully begin their GCSE music course! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal Development: 
This term in Personal Development, pupils will be 
exploring a range of key topics to prepare them for the 
year ahead so that all of our pupils reflect our core 
values: ambition, resilience and kindness. 
Here is an overview of each week: 

Week 1: Pupils will be reflecting on the behaviour 
expectations from the previous academic year and 
considering how they should behave now that they are 
in year 10. They will plan and create their own student 
pledge for the year of what they would like their 
behaviour to look like. 

Week 2: Students will learn how they can be a good 
role model to the year 9 students and how they can 
unlock someone else’s potential. They will also have the 
opportunity to be become a form representative by 
delivering a speech to their peers and demonstrating 
our British value of democracy. 

Week 3: Students will be considering how they can 
demonstrate resilience in year 10. They will explore 
some examples of resilient people and exploring how 
they can apply this to school this academic year. 

Week 4: Year 10 will have the opportunity to learn 
about Black History month and consider the 
importance of educating ourselves in order to help 
change society. Students will also be learning about the 
positive contributions that black people have made to 
British history 

Week 5: Celebrating the arts: National poetry 
day: All year 10 pupils will have the opportunity to 
watch a live poet performing in assembly as well as 
hearing about how they use poetry as an avenue to 
express their voice and ideas. Pupils will then be able to 
plan, create and deliver their own poetry in their 
personal development sessions. 
 
Week 6: Mental Health: Pupils will explore which 
mental health issues are most common within 
teenagers, how we can challenge the stigma attached to 
poor mental health and how we can overcome 
challenges to our mental health through a variety of 
different strategies. 

Careers: Each week, all year 10 pupils will have the 
opportunity to explore a range of post-16 pathways and 
careers in order to prepare them for their future beyond 
secondary school.  

How parents can get involved: 
• Ask your child about how the standard of 

behaviour has changed now they are in year 10 
and what their student pledge for the year is. 

• Ask your child how they can educate others about 
Black History. 

• Ask your child which career they are interested in 
pursuing in the future 

 
 
 
 



 

Religious Studies: Islam: Muslim Beliefs 
In this unit, pupils will begin to learn about Muslim 
Beliefs. This will include the foundations of faith for 
Muslims such as the six beliefs of Sunni Islam, 
Prophethood, Angels, Holy Books as well as others. 
Students will also briefly touch upon Shia beliefs also. 
This will allow students to gain a wide understanding of 
the importance of beliefs before moving onto the next 
unit which ties in perfectly with Muslim practices.  

 
 
Sports Studies: 
Pupils will study 2 units: 

· RO51 Contemporary issues in sport (1 lesson per week, 
theory) 

· RO52 Developing Sports Skills (2 lessons per week, 
practical) 

In the unit R051 Contemporary issues in sport, students 
will look at exploring participation levels and barriers to 
sport, the promotion of values and ethical behaviour of 
sport, the role of high-profile sporting events and 
national governing bodies in advancing sport’s attempts 
to positively impact upon society beyond providing 
entertainment. This unit will continue until June where 
the students will sit their external examination in 2022. 
The unit is worth 25% of the final grade. 

In R052 students will develop their skills, techniques 
and use of strategies/tactics/compositional ideas in 
both a team and an individual sport, as well as their 
understanding of the rules to allow them to act in 
officiating roles within an activity. These aspects are all 
practically assessed. There is one final part that involves 
written coursework component, they will consider the 
use of practice methods to improve their performance. 
This unit will again continue until June 2022 when the 
students will have their work externally assessed by the 
exam board OCR.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year 11 Curriculum 
Key dates: 
Please see below a list of key events and dates for Year 
11. Further details of events will be shared. 

Date Event Details 
27/09/21 Y11 

Interventions 
after school 

A fortnightly 
intervention session 
after school for each 
subject for all 
students. 

21/10/21 Y11 Conference  A day which 
includes master 
classes and 
workshops, to 
support students to 
prepare for mock 
exams after the half 
term holiday. 

01/11/21 
– 
14/11/21 

Y11 Autumn 
Mock exams 

Students will sit 
their first set of 
mock exams for 
each subject. 

09/12/21 Y11 Autumn 
Parents’ Evening 

An opportunity to 
speak to subject 
teachers, following 
mock exams. 

 

Core subjects 
English Literature:  
This term pupils will explore the Victorian novella of 
Jekyll and Hyde. This is Stevenson’s Gothic story which 
explores a range of rich literary themes. Pupils will 
explore the science, life and beliefs within Victorian 
society within this text and analyse a diverse range of 
characters.  Pupils will need to read the entire novella 
and create clear revision guides to support their mock 
exams. This will involve building quote banks and 
timelines for the text.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
How parents can get involved: 

• Reading the text with your child. This is 
available online.  

• Watching Jekyll and Hyde with your child on 
Edisodes. The login and website are available 
in your child’s MS TEAMS English account.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

English Language: Viewpoints and Perspective 
(Language Paper 2) 
Pupils will be asked to read and write excellent 
examples of non-fiction. This term is about exploring 
unseen texts and replicating the methods for effect. 
They will also need to compare texts from across two 
different time periods. Pupils will need to pay attention 
to their sentence structures and the art of building 
convincing rhetoric to support their ideas. Pupils will 
engage with a variety of non-fiction texts and forms. 
This term will be about identifying the planning, writing 
and editing skills of expert writers and matching their 
attention to detail. It will be about analysing methods 
and explaining the effects in detail.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Reading non-fiction texts with your child.  
• Engage in discussions about world news and 

politics.  
• Try encouraging thinking about other 

people’s perspectives when conversing with 
your child.  

 
Maths Foundation tier: 
Pupils will be learning and revisiting all the basic 
Algebra skills such as solving equations, using index 
notation, simplifying expressions and understanding 
the difference between expressions, equations, 
formulae and identities.  
 
Pupils may have encountered some of these topics in 
previous years, meaning that teaching time may focus 
on application or consolidation of prior learning. In the 
Year 10 mocks, it was identified 
that a lot of pupils still need to 
build confidence in these topics, 
so we will be bridging any gaps to 
prepare them for their summer 
exams. 
 
 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Remind pupils to look over classwork from 
previous years 

• Using Hegarty Maths to practice and build 
confidence with these basic skills 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Maths Higher tier: 
Pupils will be revisiting all the basic Algebra skills such 
as solving equations, factorising, iterations and surds. 
Pupils will then be focusing on Quadratics. They will be 
looking at how to solve quadratics, forming and solving 
quadratic equations and exploring quadratic graphs 
 
Pupils may have encountered some of these topics in 
previous years, meaning that teaching time may focus 
on application or consolidation of prior learning. In the 
Year 10 mocks, it was identified that a lot of pupils still 
need to build confidence on these 
topics, so we will be bridging any 
gaps to prepare them for their 
summer exams. Most of the 
quadratic topic will be new 
learning and is a vital topic for 
pupils to achieve a grade 7 or 
higher in Mathematics.  
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Remind pupils to look over classwork from 
previous years 

• Using Hegarty Maths to practice and build 
confidence with these skills 

• Give pupils time to practice exam questions 
online using websites such as 
Mathsgenie.co.uk  

Combined Sciences: 
Biology 
Pupils will be finishing the biology course by studying 
plant biology, transport and specifically plant diseases. 
They will link this to ecology and various sampling 
techniques.  
 

 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Study the plants around you and how they 

interact with each other. 
• Help your children to revise by using the flash 

cards.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chemistry: Rates of reaction 
Pupils will look at how you can make a reaction faster 
by studying the effects of concentration, surface area, 
temperature, the use of catalysts. They will recap on 
their knowledge of energy and activation energy. Pupils 
will then study how reversible reactions can be 
controlled to produce the maximum yield in the shortest 
time possible. They will look at how industry 
compromises between yield and rates of reaction for the 
Haber process.  
 

 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Discuss how Birmingham and the West 

Midlands has always been the centre for the 
manufacturing industry. 

• Help your children to revise by using the flash 
cards.  

 
Physics: Forces 
This unit looks at the application of movement in 
physics. Pupils will start this unit by studying the three 
laws of motion. They will use various equations to study 
speed and acceleration. They will then move on to how 
moments, levers and gears work. They will use the 
equation moment of a force = force × distance. Pupils 
will go on to study stopping distances and how this is 
affected by breaking distance and thinking distance. 
Pupils will finish the topic by studying momentum and 
using the equation momentum = mass × velocity. They 
will combine their understanding of stopping distances 
with momentum to look at safety features such as 
airbags, seat belts, cycle helmets and cushioned surfaces 
for playgrounds.  
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Discuss why it is important to wear seat belts 
whilst in a car  

• Show them how to use a spanner, screwdriver 
or car jack and say how it helps you to do a 
particular task. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Separate Sciences: 
 
Biology 
Pupils will be finishing the biology course by studying 
plant biology, transport and specifically plant diseases. 
They will link this to ecology and various sampling 
techniques.  
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Study the plants around you and how they 
interact with each other. 

• Help your children to revise by using the flash 
cards.  

 
Physics: Forces 
This unit looks at the application of movement in 
physics. Pupils will start this unit by studying the three 
laws of motion. They will use various equations to study 
speed and acceleration. They will then move on to how 
moments, levers and gears work. They will use the 
equation moment of a force = force × distance. Pupils 
will go on to study stopping distances and how this is 
affected by breaking distance and thinking distance. 
Pupils will finish the topic by studying momentum and 
using the equation momentum = mass × velocity. They 
will combine their understanding of stopping distances 
with momentum to look at safety features such as 
airbags, seat belts, cycle helmets and cushioned surfaces 
for playgrounds.  
 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Discuss why it is important to wear seat belts 
whilst in a car  

• Show them how to use a spanner, screwdriver 
or car jack and say how it helps you to do a 
particular task. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Option subjects 
 
Art and Design: Fine Art 
Pupils will be continuing work on their coursework, 
component 1 worth 60% of their overall grade. Pupils 
will start their individual responses to the title they have 
chosen for their Mock Exam.  

Titles are: Hot Weather, Laundry or Confectionary.  

Students will record their ideas through photographs 
and observational drawings (AO3) and then develop 
them in the style of their chosen artist’s work (A01). 
Pupils will also develop their knowledge of techniques 
and process linked to their chosen artist (AO2) before 
responding to these influences through an outcome 
(AO4). 

         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Art and Design: 3 Dimensional design 
Pupils will be continuing work on their coursework 
component 1, worth 60% of their overall grade. Pupils 
will start their individual responses to the title they have 
chosen for their Mock Exam.  

Titles are Hinges, frozen, aquatic life, and contrast. 

Students will record their ideas through photographs 
and observational drawings (AO3) and then develop 
them in the style of their chosen artist’s work (A01). 
Pupils will also develop their knowledge of techniques 
and process linked to their chosen artist (AO2) before 
responding to these influences through an outcome 
(AO4). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Business Studies: 
Students will explore the different barriers to trade.  For 
example, they will learn about the different trade blocks 
around the world and why countries put tariffs on 
importing products.  Students will also understand how 
businesses compete internationally and how the use of 
e-commerce has allowed businesses to grow.  
 

 
 

How parents can get involved: 
• Discuss Brexit, what was the impact and did it 

help? 
• Discuss why countries want to export their 

products? 
• What are the disadvantages of importing 

products? 

 
Computer Science: 
Pupils will be covering a range of topics, moving away 
from programming, pupils will be looking into how to 
keep the environment safe and how software and 
computers function. 

1. Operating systems 
2. Utility software 
3. Ethical, legal, cultural and environmental 

impact 
4. Languages 
5. The interactive development environment 

 

 
 
How parents can get involved: 

• Purchase Computer Science CGP revision and 
exam guides (OCR Exam board) 

• Ensure a revision timetable is created and 
followed 

 
Creative I-Media: 
R082 – Creating digital Graphics 
In this unit, students are focussing on the creation of a 
digital graphic for the local area. Students will be 
working with advanced media creation tools such as 
Adobe Photoshop and Office applications to create a 
wide range of graphics.  
 

 
 
How can parents get involved: 

• Discuss how creative media products are 
involved in all industries. (Video games, social 
media, music etc) 

• Ensure that pupils are up to date with all 
coursework and attend all intervention 
sessions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Drama: 
This term, students will begin to prepare an original 
devised performance for Component 1. Students will 
create a unique and original piece of theatre in groups 
from a given stimulus. These performances will be 
presented to a live audience later in the year and be 
marked for assessment.  
 

 
 
French: La vie scolaire et mes projets (school life and 
work) 
Students will revisit the topic of school and consolidate 
their learning by being able to describe the school 
facilities as well as looking at the differences between 
the French and English educational system. Students 
will extend their knowledge and skills by being able to 
describe their post 16 plans et justify their motivation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Geography: River Landscapes and Economic 
World 
Pupils will initially complete their unit of work on River 
Landscapes in the UK, by undertaking a study into how 
hard and soft engineering can be used to reduce the 
impacts of flooding in the River Tees basin.  
 
Once pupils have completed this unit of work, they will 
begin to learn about the changing economic world 
through studying two contrasting case studies (the UK 
and Nigeria). They will investigate how a change in 
employment structure can influence the economic make 
up of a country, as well as how a range of strategies can 
be implemented to reduce widescale regional 
differences. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

History: 
Students will be studying Anglo-Saxon & Norman 
England. This topic covers a short but vital period 
within the history of Great Britain. The invasion of 
England by William of Normandy has changed England 
in many ways, some we still feel today. Students will 
examine the changes that took place and the 
significance of those changes. For example, the changes 
to the social systems of the country, and how the Anglo-
Saxons tried to resist their new Norman rulers.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Personal Development: 
This term in Personal Development, pupils will be 
exploring a range of key topics to prepare them 
for the year ahead so that all of our pupils reflect 
our core values: ambition, resilience and 
kindness. 
Here is an overview of each week: 

Week 1: Pupils will be reflecting on the behaviour 
expectations from the previous academic year and 
considering how they should behave now that they are 
in year 11. They will plan and create their own student 
pledge for the year of what they would like their 
behaviour to look like. 

Week 2: Students will learn how they can be a good 
role model to the year 10 students and how they can 
unlock someone else’s potential. They will also have the 
opportunity to be become a form representative by 
delivering a speech to their peers and demonstrating 
our British value of democracy. 

Week 3: Students will be considering how they can 
demonstrate resilience in year 11. They will explore 
some examples of resilient people and exploring how 
they can apply this to school this academic year. 

Week 4: Year 11 will have the opportunity to learn 
about Black History month and consider the 
importance of educating ourselves in order to help 
change society. Students will also be learning about the 
positive contributions that black people have made to 
British history 

Week 5: Celebrating the arts: National poetry 
day: All year 11 pupils will have the opportunity to 
watch a live poet performing in assembly as well as 
hearing about how they use poetry as an avenue to 
express their voice and ideas. Pupils will then be able to 
plan, create and deliver their own poetry in their 
personal development sessions. 
 

Week 6: Mental Health: Pupils will explore which 
mental health issues are most common within 
teenagers, how we can challenge the stigma attached to 
poor mental health and how we can overcome 
challenges to our mental health through a variety of 
different strategies. 

Careers: Each week, all year 11 pupils will have the 
opportunity to explore a range of post-16 pathways and 
careers in order to prepare them for their future beyond 
secondary school.  

How parents can get involved: 

• Ask your child about how the standard of 
behaviour has changed now they are in year 10 
and what their student pledge for the year is. 

• Ask your child how they can educate others 
about Black History. 

• Ask your child which career they are interested 
in pursuing in the future. 

 

Religious Studies: Christianity – Living the 
Christian Life 

Pupils will begin to learn about the importance of 
different acts of worship in Christianity. They will begin 
to encounter the similarities and differences between 
Liturgical, Non-Liturgical, Private and Public forms of 
Worship for Christians. They will be able to use sources 
of wisdom and authority to support the importance of 
different forms of worship.  

 
 
Sports Studies: 
Pupils will study 2 units: 

• RO51 Contemporary issues in sport (2 lesson 
per week, theory) 

• R051 Examination (external OCR) November 
2021 date TBC 

• RO52 Developing Sports Skills (1 lessons per 
week, practical) 

In the unit R051 Contemporary issues in sport, students 
will look at exploring participation levels and barriers to 
sport, the promotion of values and ethical behaviour of 
sport, the role of high-profile sporting events and 
national governing bodies in advancing sport’s attempts 
to positively impact upon society beyond providing 
entertainment. This unit will continue until June where 
the students will sit their external examination in 2022. 
The unit is worth 25% of the final grade. 

In R052 students will develop their skills, techniques 
and use of strategies/tactics/compositional ideas in 
both a team and an individual sport, as well as their 
understanding of the rules to allow them to act in 
officiating roles within an activity. These aspects are all 
practically assessed. There is one final part that involves 
written coursework component, they will consider the 
use of practice methods to improve their performance. 
This unit will again continue until June 2022 when the 
students will have their work externally assessed by the 
exam board OCR. 

· RO53 Leadership in Sport 

• R053 NEA (Non Examination Assessment) 
Coursework component will be externally 
moderated (OCR) November 2021 date TBC 

This work has mostly been completed; students may be 
requested for intervention during this term. Please keep 
an eye out for further communication. 

“Personal development is a powerful 
process that can enable deep, positive 

and lasting change to how we see 
ourselves and also the world.” 
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