
English 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Writing 

At Ark Victoria Academy, English lessons are taught through ‘Talk for Writing’. At 
the start of each new unit, children commit a new text to memory using story maps, 
chanting and actions. This enables them to focus their working memory on 
unpicking the grammar and features of a text that the author has specifically chosen 
to have the greatest impact on the reader.  Pupils have lots of opportunities for 
‘short burst writing’ as well as the chance to write independently at length. Pupils’ 
writing is often influenced by the books and texts they encounter in reading lessons. 

Read Write Inc 

Read Write Inc. is a literacy programme designed and developed by Ruth Miskin, 
one of the country’s leading authorities on teaching children to read. The 
programme aims to create fluent readers and confident speakers. 

At the start of the new academic year, each child in Reception and Key Stage 1 is 
assessed on their letter recognition and reading within the first few weeks. After the 
assessment; any gaps in phonic knowledge, comprehension, or reading fluency will 
be used to assign each child to their own small, exclusive group for regular sessions 
with a trained member of staff using Read Write Inc. methods. These groups are 
organised according to the children’s specific needs, and the specific sounds, letters 
and comprehension skills needed are taught in a secure and engaging way.  The 
Read Write Inc sessions include a variety of activities delivered with pace and 
rigour. Children have the opportunity to learn sounds which are reinforced during 
the session with reading activities and spelling games. 

Reading for Pleasure 

We are a reading school where all children and adults read for pleasure and can 
share in the joy of books. All children will take books home to read for pleasure. 
These books are to be read aloud to family members and quietly to themselves. We 
encourage all family members to talk to their children about what they are reading 
using question stems provided by teachers. In school, we teach discrete reading 
lessons and high-quality texts are used as a stimulus in all other aspects of the 
curriculum. 

Spelling and Handwriting 

Spelling and handwriting are taught throughout all aspects of the curriculum, as 
well as during isolated lessons. This enables pupils to practise the words and 
handwriting techniques expected of children of their age, as well as applying what 
they have learnt in all their work. Spellings are grouped into rules and sent home 
each week for pupils to learn.  Spelling rules and example words can be found 
here: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/Spelling.pdf 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/Spelling.pdf


Maths 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

At Ark Victoria, the Maths Mastery approach is used in Reception to Year 3, with a 
view to introduce the scheme gradually in Years 4, 5 and 6, where White Rose is 
currently followed. Through the use of these rigorous and engaging structures, we 
aim to ensure that all children are fully prepared to meet both our high expectations 
of them and the challenges of the new primary curriculum. Our Maths curriculum 
works on the guiding principles of regular use of concrete materials and pictorial 
representations before pupils work on abstract problems. It also ensures depth for 
breadth. This approach explicitly focuses on using mathematical language and a 
mindset that says every child can succeed. These principles sit alongside the three 
central aims of the Primary Maths curriculum of developing fluency, reasoning 
mathematically and solving problems. Success in these aims will ensure that pupils 
fulfil their potential and are fully prepared for secondary school mathematics. 

 

Science 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Science stimulates and excites pupils’ curiosity about phenomena and events in the 
world around them. Science links direct practical experience with ideas so it can 
engage learners at many levels. During the teaching of science, an emphasis is 
placed on the teaching of scientific skills and vocabulary such as predicting, 
estimating, measuring, fair testing, hypothesising, and drawing conclusions. These 
skills are taught as part of our ‘Curriculum Blocks’.  Each year group will focus on 
one area of the Science curriculum per half term:  

• Animals, including humans 

• Living things and their habitats 

• Sound 

• Electricity 

• Light 

• Earth and space 

• Properties and changes of materials 

• Forces 

• Rocks  

 

History 



…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Studying history gives pupils the opportunity to develop an understanding of why 
the world and its people are the way they are today.  They begin to ask questions as 
they explore the diversity of human experience, past lives and societies.  By the end 
of their primary education, children will have a chronological understanding of 
British history from Stone Age to present day and are able to draw comparisons and 
make connections between different time periods and their own lives.  Interlinked 
with this is the need to look at world history and understand how societies across 
the globe have developed.  At Ark Victoria, the children will explore the ancient 
civilisations of Egypt, Greece and the Mayans, developing their understanding of 
trends over time and across concurrent civilisations.  

History is taught through investigation and enquiry; we believe that History should 
be an interactive subject which strives to ignite a child’s natural curiosity. Each unit 
being planned includes opportunities for children to investigate, handle artefacts, 
pictorial evidence, watch historical footage, take part in role play activities, visit 
relevant sites and museums and where appropriate, experience oral history, 
engaging with historical characters and ways of life. The key skills developed 
through the primary curriculum prepare children to tackle the secondary curriculum 
with confidence: 

• Chronological understanding 

• Strong knowledge of historical vocabulary and concepts 

• Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

• Historical interpretation and enquiry 

• Being able to organise and communicate historical findings. 

 

Geography 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Geography provokes and answers questions about the natural and human worlds. It 
develops knowledge of places and environments throughout the world, an 
understanding of maps, and a range of investigative and problem-solving skills both 
inside and outside the classroom. Geography is taught through a series of themes 
such as settlement, environmental issues, localities and water. Visits are made to the 
area surrounding the academy to support work in geography. 

 

Computing 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 



Computing prepares children to take part in a rapidly changing world, in which 
work and other activities are increasingly transformed by access to varied and 
developing technology. Through Computing, we teach children learn how to store, 
manipulate, retrieve and present information which may consist of text, numbers, 
images, sound or other signals. These skills are taught through topics consisting of 
communicating information; handling information, modelling and control based on 
the ‘Switched On’ schemes of learning.  

 

Art and Design 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Art and Design provides visual, tactile and sensory experiences and is a unique way 
of understanding and responding to the world. Children use colour, form, texture, 
pattern, different materials and processes to communicate what they see, feel and 
think. They explore ideas and meaning in the work of artists as well as learning how 
to understand, appreciate and enjoy art. Visits are made to provide first-hand 
experience of the work of artists.  

 

DT 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

DT also prepares children to participate in a world of rapidly changing technology. 
Finding out about how objects are designed and made helps children to make sense 
of the world around them. By designing and making their own products, children 
learn: practical skills, like finding out how things work and making products that 
are useful and look good and ways of thinking and working, like coming up with 
ideas, solving problems and working as a team.  

 

Music 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

The teaching of music develops children’s ability to listen and appreciate a wide 
variety of music and to make judgements about musical quality. They are 
encouraged to take an active role in composing and performing music. As an 
academy, we greatly value the contribution music makes to everyday life and involve 
all children in musical activities.  

 

MFL 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 



 French lessons are taught from Year 3 to Year 6. Learning a foreign language 
provides an opening to other cultures. A high-quality language provision fosters 
pupils’ curiosity and deepens their understanding of the world. The teaching of 
languages enables pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in another language 
and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and writing. It 
provides opportunities for pupils to communicate for practical purposes.  

 

PE 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

In PE children develop their physical competence and confidence as well as their 
ability to perform in a range of activities such as gymnastics, games, dance, athletics 
and swimming. PE provides opportunities for children to be creative, competitive 
and to tackle challenges as individuals, groups and in teams. It also promotes 
positive attitudes towards active and healthy lifestyles. Children also have 
swimming lessons for a term in selected years. Ark Victoria Academy is committed 
to ensuring all pupils have access to a fantastic PE education, and to ensuring 
impact on pupil outcomes and experiences through judicious use of the PE premium 
funding. 
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