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8th January 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers and students,  
 
I very much hope that this letter finds you all well and in good spirits. I hope that you enjoyed a 
peaceful Christmas break and were able to have some relaxed days together with your family.  
 
Following on from Ms McSorley’s letter, I want to communicate with you the next phase of 
learning and schooling at Ark Victoria Academy. We now know that lockdown is to remain in 
place till February half term. The government will continue to monitor the situation and will 
inform us when it is safe to re-open 
 
As you are aware, students will be following their normal school timetable with teachers offering 
live lessons and recorded lessons each week. Students are expected to complete work daily 
and submit it through MS Teams by 8am the next morning.  
 
Your child can contact their teacher via email or MS Teams if they need support. If your child is 
having technical issues, please contact Mr Brom (h.brom@arkvictoria.org) who will be in contact 
with a solution. We will be sending guidance around our expectations for live lessons so please 
ensure your child follows this. Any breach of these expectations will see your child removed from 
the lesson and a teacher will contact you about the issue.  
 
We recognise this is a particularly anxious and unsettled time for our students in Year 11. As you 
are aware, the education secretary Gavin Williamson, announced exams will not take place 
this year but will be replaced by some form of teacher assessment. Mr Williamson is 
currently consulting with Ofqual on how this will look. We will be in contact once arrangements 
have been made.  
 
It is important to remember that assessed grades will take into account mock exams, 
tests, assessed pieces of work and all work done in lessons and set for homework. 
Please ensure your child continues to work hard and completes all work set to a high standard as 
this will contribute to their centre assessed grade. Currently, the second set of mock exams are 
still planned to place after the February half-term but we will confirm dates once we know schools 
can re-open.  
 
We respectfully request that parents and students do not seek to influence the outcomes by 
refraining from contacting directly individual subject teachers about grades. Teachers are not 
permitted to share any information related to the award of the Centre Assessed Grade. That said, 
students and their families can take heart from the fact that we know our students well and will 
assess their work throughout the course with the utmost diligence, fairness and integrity.  
 
Your child is entering the final stages of their journey at Ark Victoria Academy. It is statutory that 
your child must continue their educational journey at a post-16 or a training provider. At Ark 
Victoria, we are committed to helping your child choose a route that is most appropriate for them 
in the coming weeks. We will contact your child to support them with their destinations. In the 
meantime, we are asking all year 11 students to apply to at least three sixth forms, colleges or 
apprenticeships by 5th February 2021. 
 
As ever, we are here for all members of the Ark Victoria Academy family and we will continue to 
do all we can to support and care for you and our students throughout this challenging time.  
 
Kind regards 
 
Mr H Brom 
Assistant Headteacher with responsibility for Data, Assessment and Reporting 
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