
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
NAME: ___________________________________  

 



  

Formal Elements 
There are 7 formal elements in Art and these form the visual language of Art.  

• Line 

• Tonal Value 

• Texture 

• Shape/pattern 

• Space 

• Colour 

 In this Year 7 through studying drawing, we will be focusing on line, texture, 
tone and colour.  

 



  Drawing is an image created on a surface through making 
marks or lines.   

Definitions of different types of drawing 

There are lots of types of drawing. The main types of drawing are: 

1. Observational drawing 

An observational drawing is when you look at what you are drawing, and 
you draw what you see.  

2. Still life drawing 

A drawing/painting featuring an arrangement of inanimate objects 
(objects that do not move).  

3. Drawing from memory 

A drawing from memory is when you don’t have the object you are 
drawing from in front of you. You have to remember what it looks like 

4. Drawing from your imagination 

A drawing from imagination is when you are drawing what is inside your 
mind. This could come from your thoughts, feelings or dreams.  
 

5. Sketching 

A quick light outline, creating an initial drawing, not intended to be the 
final outcome.  

 

 

Label these drawings with 
the type of drawing that you 

think it is. 



  

You have different graded pencils for different purposes.   

 A HB pencil has a hard lead and is suitable for drawing outlines and adding fine details, this is considered 
a middle pencil.   

  
B pencils have softer lead and the marks are darker, this is good for shading.   

  
H/F pencils have a harder lead and make much lighter marks. These are good for finer lines.   

 

In this box, draw something using a HB grade 
pencil. 

In this box, draw something using a B grade 
pencil. 

Write a sentence describing the difference in the marks made with the HB pencil and B pencil.  

When using the HB and B pencils the main differences I noticed were……. 



 

  

I know, it sounds crazy, right? But there are right and wrong ways to hold your pencil. 

You hold your pencil near the lead and rest your hand on the paper for control.  This 
gives you a more accurate mark and is good for creating an outline.   

Line weight is the visual lightness, darkness or heaviness within a drawing. You can 
create different line weights through changing the pressure you apply to your pencil. 
You can try creating different weighted lines by holding your pencil like this.  

In the box below, practice drawing some different lines holding your pencil 
in this way. (use the example to help you) 

Pressing lightly vs pressing 
harder 

Holding your pencil looser with the side of your pencil flat to the paper create a softer, 
wider line. This is good for shading.  

 

In the box below, practice holding your pencil on its side to use a shading 
technique. (see the example) 

 



 

 

  

What did you find easy about this 
task? 

What did you find difficult about 
this task? 

  

To make sure your drawing is accurate, you should break down what you are 
drawing into the basic base shapes. The base shapes combine to make the drawing 
what it is. You add detail, slowly building it up as you go. 

 

Follow the step by step example below to draw the image of the eye. 
Use a pencil for this. 

Remember to think about how you are holding your pencil. 



 

 

  

Line is the making of a mark on a surface and is the starting point of any drawing.  

  

 Add to the lines below so they are finished! 

Line can look very 
different. To the left 
are different types 
of line. Practice 
drawings there in 
the space provided.  

  

Through making 
marks on the paper 
we create lines. 
These lines can be 
put together to 
make a drawing and 
create tone.  

These are all line studies of faces, or portraits.  
This is a line drawing. The 
drawing has more detail than 
an outline drawing but it lacks 
tone.  

Here is a continuous line drawing. 
This means that when the artist started 
drawing this portrait, he never took his pencil 
off the paper. All of the lines are connected as 
the line never breaks.  

The portrait on the left is an 
outline drawing. The detail is 
basic and the lines are all 
separate, they don’t join up. 

 



 

 

  

Draw your own portrait using a continuous line. Remember that the 
pencil should not be taken off the page. 



 

 

  

To create texture in Art, we use a series of mark making to show the 
texture and the detail of something. This means a series of marks such 
as lines, circles or even squiggles. 

Copy each of the techniques in the boxes below. 

HATCHING 
A series of lines that run 
parallel to each other. 

CROSS-HATCHING 
Lots of hatching lines that 

cross over each other. 

STIPPLING 
A series of carefully placed 

dots.  



  



 

  

     

     

     

     

     

     

Texture is the feel and appearance of a surface. For example, a metal 
spoon feels smooth and looks shiny. 

 

The way that you use lines and mark making techniques can show the 
appearance of textures. Copy the techniques below using a pen. 

Make a note of what kind of textures these techniques remind you of here: 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  

In the space below, draw around your hand. 

On each finger use mark making techniques in pencil to show different textures. 

For example, what would a spikey texture look like? What would a furry texture look like? 



 

  
Tone refers to how light or dark something is. This is its 
tonal value.  

  

  

  

  

The shadow is the darkest tone and the highlight is the lightest. 
The mid-tones refer to the tonal values that sit in the middle 
between the shadows and highlights.  

  

  

Using your pencil shade in each box from a shadow, through the mid-tones to a 
highlight.  Make sure you shade in one direction keeping your pencil marks smooth.  

 

Blending is the smoothing of edges creating a gradual change of tone. This can be 
done through changing the pressure applied to the pencil.  Below is an example of a 
blended tonal bar.  Create a blended tonal bar in the box to the 

left.  

Focus on keeping your shading smooth by 
shading on one direction only and slowly 
taking the pressure off your pencil making 
the tone fade into a highlight.  

Blending is the smoothing of edges creating a 
gradual change of tone. This can be done 
through changing the pressure applied to the 
pencil or through using a blending tool.   

 



  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
Using a 2B pencil, copy the eyes into the grid. Use the picture to help you. 

Use mark making techniques to complete the drawing. The picture uses hatching and 
cross hatching to add detail and tone. 

List the adjectives you would use to describe what the eyes look like. This will help you 
when it comes to your drawing! 

 



Draw the image of the strawberries in the grid below. Use hatching and cross-hatching 
techniques using a pen to complete this task. (use the small image to help you) 

 

   

   

 

  



 

  

The colour wheel is a series of colours, around 
a circle which show the relationships between 
primary, secondary colours. 

Primary colours are red, blue and yellow. Primary colours can 
be mixed together to make secondary colours.  

Secondary colours are orange, green and purple.  

Red+Blue=Purple 

Red+Yellow=Orange 

Blue +Yellow=Green 

By learning about the colour wheel, you will understand how to 
use it to choose the best colours and combinations of pieces of 
work you create in the future and it will really help you when 
mixing paints. 

Shade in the colour wheel using colour pencils. Shade straight 
h  h  li  i  i h  d h d  d h  h  

   



  

Using pencil crayons shade in the image below.  

Shade half in Primary colours and the other half in Secondary colours 
only.  

Colour should be applied with control, strong bold edges and only 
shade in one direction.  

 



  

Colours are either warm or cool. This depends on 
what the colours remind us of or how they make us 
feel. For example, warm colours like red, orange and yellow 
make us think of sunlight, fire, spicy foods. And cool colours 
like blue, green and purple make us think of cool and peaceful 
things like winter, skies and lakes, they make us feel chilly! 

Fill in the images below using warm colours for the top image 
and cool colours for the below image. Use colour pencils. 



 

 

  

Put your knowledge to the test with the quiz below! 



 


