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Unit 1: Fantastic Landscapes 

What will I be learning in this unit? 

By the end of this unit you will know the most 

important facts in geography. You will learn 

to use maps as well as finding out about 

some fantastic places around the world. 

 
Lesson 1: Where are we? In this lesson we will learn where we are located in the 

world. We will use maps to become familiar with the seven continents, five major 

oceans, and the four countries of the UK. 

 

Lesson 2: Why are maps cool? In this lesson we will develop our map literacy by 

exploring different types of maps and by using Google Earth. We will use compass 

points to describe direction and to plan a dream holiday route. 

 

Lesson 3: How do we become geographers? In this lesson we will begin to think like 

a geographer by identifying landscape features in photographs and categorising 

them as physical or human. 

 

Lesson 4: What makes the UK fantastic? In this lesson we will recognise the diversity 

of the physical and human geography of the UK. We will create our own maps to 

identify the physical and human characteristics of the UK. 

 

Lesson 5: What is life like in Greenland? In this lesson we will learn to describe the 

physical and human characteristics of extremely cold environments, using the 

example of Nuuk in Greenland. 

 

Lesson 6: Why do lemurs only live in Madagascar? In this lesson we are learning to 

explain why islands like Madagascar are so rich in plant and animal life and why 

many of these distinctive species are found nowhere else on Earth. 

 

Lesson 7: Should people visit the Grand Canyon? In this lesson we will consider the 

advantages and disadvantages of tourism to the Grand Canyon, using a range of 

viewpoints to form a judgement. 

 

Lesson 8: My fantastic world map: In this lesson we are practising our locational 

knowledge and map skills to produce a fantastic world map. We will draw 

together ideas from human and physical geography. 

Lesson 9: How did Niagara Falls form? In this lesson we are learning to explain how 

waterfalls form using Niagara Falls in North America as an example.  

Lesson 10: Why does the sun shine at midnight in Finland? In this lesson we are 

learning to explain how the earth’s tilt causes extremely long sunlight hours in the 

summer and very few sunlight hours in the winter.
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Glossary – Fantastic Landscapes  

Lesson 01 – Where are we? 

Continent – a major landmass 

which includes several 

countries. 
 

Ocean – a huge body of 

saltwater. It is larger than a sea. 

 

Compass rose – a diagram of a 

compass drawn on a map. It 

looks a bit like petals of a 

flower.  
 

Compass – an object used to 

find north and other directions. 

 

Lesson 02 – Why are maps cool? 

Globe – an object used to 

represent what the earth looks 

like. It can spin to show the 

movement of the earth.  
 

Atlas – a book of different types 

of maps. 

 

Equator – an imaginary line 

around the middle of the earth. 

It divides the earth into a top 

half and bottom half. 
 

Tropics – imaginary lines drawn 

around the earth, above and 

below the equator.   

Hemisphere – means ‘half a 

sphere’. It refers to the top half 

and bottom half of the world.    

Latitude – the angular distance 

north or south from the equator. 

 

Lesson 03 – How do we become geographers? 

Physical geography - is the 

study of the earth’s natural 

landscape, e.g. volcanoes.  

Human geography - the study 

of how human activity affects 

the earth’s surface, e.g. cities.  

Natural – something formed by 

the earth e.g. trees, grass, river. 

 

Landscape –everything that 

you can see in one place 

outdoors. 
 

Lesson 04 – What makes the UK fantastic? 

United Kingdom (UK) – England, 

Northern Ireland, Scotland and 

Wales.  

City – a large place where 

people live, usually with over 

100,000 people.  

Relief - the shape of the land 

e.g. hilly or flat. A map key 

shows green if flat and brown if 

hilly.  
 

Elevation – how high up 

something is. In geography we 

measure as metres above sea 

level.  
 

Lesson 05 – What is life like in Greenland? 

Remote regions – Places that 

are far away from populated 

areas.   

Populated – An area that has 

many people living there.  
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Tundra – a type of landscape 

found that is too cold for trees 

to grow.    

Fjord – deep valleys, carved by 

ice.  
 

Lesson 06 – Why do lemurs only live in Madagascar? 

Species - A group of animals or 

plants that are very similar to 

each other  

Mammals – a warm blooded 

animal that typically as hair/fur 

and gives birth to live young.   

Endemic Species – These are 

types of plants or animals 

found only in one geographic 

area in the world.   
 

Primates – a type of mammal 

including monkeys, apes, 

lemurs and even humans!   

Endangered Species – Types of 

plants or animals that are in 

danger of becoming extinct.  

Lemurs – A type of primate with 

a pointed snout and long tail 

only found in Madagascar   

Lesson 07 – Should people visit the Grand Canyon?                                                  [No 

new terms in Lesson 08]  

Canyon - deep valley, often 

with a river flowing at the 

bottom.  

Viewpoint – an opinion on an 

issue or topic  
 

Elders – people of an older age 

who are wise leaders in their 

community.   

Residents – people who live 

somewhere for a long time e.g. 

residents of a town.   

Lesson 09 – How did Niagara Falls form? 

Waterfall – a sudden drop in the 

river which causes a sheet of 

water to fall.  

Hard Rock – rock that is very tough 

and takes a long time to erode. 
 

Erosion –wearing away rock and 

transporting it away by wind and 

water 
 

Soft Rock – rock that is weak and 

easy to erode.  
 

Lesson 10– Why does the sun shine at midnight in Finland? 

Horizon – the line at which the 

earth surface and the sky appear 

to meet.  
 

Seasons – parts of the year 

marked by specific weather 

patterns.  
 

Arctic Circle – an imaginary line of 

latitude around the globe that is 

very far north.  
 

Summer Solstice – the time of the 

year when there is the most 

daylight. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGTLZXKHGPo


 

Lesson 1: Where are we?   

Location means where something is.  

1. Write two sentences to describe your location. 

(Clues – neighbourhood, what town/city, country, use 

compass directions).  

 

There are 7 continents and 5 oceans. A continent 

is a major land mass e.g. Africa. Continents 

include many countries e.g. Nigeria and are 

usually smaller than continents. Oceans are huge 

body of saltwater e.g. Pacific. Oceans are larger 

than seas.  

C. The diagram shows a compass.  

Read sections A-C. Then answer the questions.  

A. Earth’s Surface: The image below shows the 

surface of planet Earth. 

 

Earth’s surface is made up of land and water. The 

land is broken up into huge chunks called 

continents. The enormous bodies of water are 

called oceans.  

New Learning Questions  

2. What are the two types of surface that make up 

planet earth?   

3. How many continents are there? 

4. How many oceans are there?  

5. Turn to very back of this booklet. Cut out the 

Lesson 1 worksheet and complete the map. 

6. What is a compass used for?  

7. Draw a compass what shows the cardinal and 

ordinal points. 

8. Study the map of Europe. Add in the correct 

compass point for each question e.g. ‘north’ 

 

a. The UK is located in the _______ of Europe. 

b. The UK is _______ of the Atlantic Ocean. 

c. The UK is _______ of Africa. 

d. The UK is _______ of Asia. 

e. The UK is _______ of Greenland. 

 

 

Answers: 

1.Example: I live in Wembley, Brent in North 

London 

2.Land and ocean 

3.7 continents 

4.5 oceans 

5.(Check you have this map complete) 

6.To show direction 

7.Check section C 

8.a) north west, b) north east, c) north, d) 

north west, e) south east 

9. 

Greenland 

B. Continents and oceans: The map below shows 

the continents and oceans. 

 

A compass shows direction. The cardinal compass 

points are north, east, south and west. The ordinal 

compass points are north-east, south-east, south-

west and north-west.  
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C. Compass points: This 

diagram shows a compass 

rose. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Stretch task: Using the maps above, draw a sketch map 

of the UK. Draw a     symbol to show your exact location 
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Independent learning: Write a paragraph to describe 

your location in the world. Clue - use boxes 1-3.  

1. Where in the UK? 

road? 
suburb/neighbourhood? 
town/city/county  
country and region  
 

e.g. South West 

England or North Wales 

3. Near which 
ocean? 
 
Arctic 
Atlantic 
Indian 
Pacific 
Southern  

Optional terms 
 
coastline/inland 
urban/rural 
Southern/Northern 
Hemisphere 
  
 

Include compass 

directions e.g. in the 

West of Africa, or in 

the East of Asia  

Compass points 
 
North Northeast 
East  Southeast 
South Southwest 
West  Northwest  



 

Lesson 2: Why are maps cool?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1. Write one similarity between pictures A and B. 

2. Write one difference between pictures A and B.  

(Clue: What shape are they? What makes them 

more helpful or more difficult to use?) 

A B 

Answers: 

1.Both show locational information about 

the world (including continents, oceans, 

countries) 

2.A is a globe/spherical, B is flat. A can show 

how the Earth spins on its axis and 

represents the real shape of the world. B is 

flat and can be folded up and is useful for 

showing direction. 

3.A sphere 

4.An imaginary line dividing Earth into a 

northern and southern hemisphere 

5.Two 

6.South America, Africa, Asia, Oceania 

7.Tropic of Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn 

8.Arctic Circle and Antarctic Circle 

 

 

New Learning Questions  

3. What 3D shape is a globe? 

4. What is the Equator? 

5. How many hemispheres are there?  

6. Name all the continents that are in the 

Southern Hemisphere (use the map on the left 

side of this page to help you). 

7. What are the names of the lines just above 

and just below the Equator? 

8. What are the names of the lines of latitude 

towards the poles? 

 

 

 

 

There are many ways that geographers can 

represent the Earth. Picture A below shows a 

globe and picture B shows a map. 
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Read sections A-B. Then answer the questions.  

A. The Equator and hemispheres:  

A map is a flat diagram of a place showing its main 

features, e.g. picture B. An atlas is a book of these 

maps. However, Planet Earth is a sphere. If we 

imagine cutting this sphere in half, we get two 

sections (the northern and southern hemisphere). 

The line dividing the two is called the Equator. The 

word hemisphere means half a sphere. The map 

below shows the two hemispheres and the Equator.  

 

B. The 5 lines of latitude:  

 

Geographers call the imaginary lines across the 

Earth, including the Equator, lines of latitude. There 

are four more main lines of latitude to learn about: 

The Tropic of Capricorn and Tropic of Cancer are 

above and below the Equator. The Arctic Circle 

and Antarctic Circle are towards the poles.  

The map below shows the location of the 5 main 

lines of latitude: 

 



 

Task 2/Independent Learning: My journey around the world.   

• Imagine you are a pilot and you need to work out the direction to fly your plane to each 

destination.  

• You have been given 6 destinations shown by stars  in the map key (next page). You are 

starting in the UK and stopping at each destination in the order shown in the box below!  

• Describe the direction of the flight path to arrive at each destination. Example: From the UK I 

would fly west to arrive in the USA. 

1) USA à Brazil   
2) Brazil à Madagascar   
3) Madagascar à India  

4) India à Finland 
5) Finland à UK  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Stretch: Choose your own trip around the world and describe the direction of travel. 
Include which oceans you are flying over and lines of latitude. E.g.  From the UK I fly west to 
the USA over the Atlantic Ocean towards the Tropic of Cancer.  

 

Task 1/Develop Learning: Lines of latitude. Answer these 

questions in your geography books, using the map below: 

1. What continents are on the Equator?  

2. What continents are on the Tropic of Cancer? 

3. What oceans are on the Tropic of Capricorn? 

4. Europe is between which two major lines of latitude? 

5. Name a continent which is only in the Northern Hemisphere? 

✓Support: Can you remember all 4 
points on the compass?  
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World Map showing lines of latitude 
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New Learning Questions  

4. Are the following geographical features human 

or physical (natural or man-made)? 

a. A volcano 

b. A school 

c. A river 

d. A wind turbine 

e. A city 

f. A coral reef 

g. A wave 

 

5. Look at the specialist vocabulary under Section 

B. Which words can be used to describe the 

geographical features in the photos below? 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 3: How do we become geographers? 

Read Sections A-B. Then answer the questions. 

A. Physical and Human Geography:  

Geography can be thought of as divided into 

human and physical geography. Human 

geography is the study of how human activity 

affects the Earth’s surface, e.g. cities, population 

and trade. Physical geography is the study of the 

Earth’s natural landscape and processes, e.g. 

rivers, rainforests and volcanoes.  

In the photo below, we can see both human and 

physical geographical features. For example, the 

mountains, trees, forest, lake and the weather 

are physical features. The people, buildings, 

boats, benches, steps, and flag are human 

features. 

 

B. Geographical vocabulary.  

The landscapes of the earth vary dramatically, 

often with very distinctive features that 

geographers look at, from volcanoes to cities 

and rainforests to solar panels! These can be 

human or physical. We can use specialist 

vocabulary to describe geographical features, 

e.g.: 

 

 

 

• landscape 

• river  

• ocean 

• volcano 

• eruption 

• waterfall 

• people 

• natural 

• ash 

• clouds 

• risky 

• colourful 

• turtle 

• wildlife 

• diving 

• tourist 

• valley 

• isolated 

• forest 

 

Answers: 

1.North, North East, East, South East, South, South 

West, West, North West 

2.Tropic of Cancer, Equator, Tropic of Capricorn, 

Arctic Circle, Antarctic Circle 

3.A globe is a sphere, a map is flat. 

4.a. physical 

b. human 

c. physical 

d. human 

e. human 

f. physical 

g. physical 

5. a. ocean, people, natural, colourful, turtle, 

wildlife, diving, tourist 

b. landscape, ocean, volcano, eruption, natural, 

ash, clouds, isolated, risky, colourful 

c. landscape, river, waterfall, natural, clouds, 

forest, isolated, wildlife, valley 

 

a 

b 

c 
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Look back at lessons 1 and 2 and answer these 

questions: 

1. Name all eight points on a compass. 

2. Name the five key lines of latitude. 

3. Explain one difference between a globe and 

a map.  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Main task: Choose one of the three photos. 

Imagine you were there. Write a postcard 

describing what you have seen. Turn to the very 

back of this booklet. Cut out Worksheet Lesson 

3. This is a template for the postcard. 

You could also draw a picture to represent the 

front of your postcard. Do this in the bottom 

half of your page, below your writing. 

You could copy this box into your book, 
using half a page. Use the other half for 
the front of the postcard.  

Support: If you were there. What might you see? 

What might you hear? (noisy, quiet) What might you 

feel? (windy, cold hot). 

A famous coral reef is the Great Barrier Reef in Australia. 

Coral reefs are 

found in warm 

and shallow seas. 

The best way 

to see a coral 

reef is to dive 

in the ocean.  

Thousands of species 

of brightly coloured 

fish and reptiles such 

as turtles. 

Coral polyps are 

animals! They can 

move their 

tentacles but are 

stuck to the reef.    

Writing on 
the left  

Photo 1: Coral reef 

 

Photo 2: Waterfalls 

Sometimes you 

can see a rainbow 

over a waterfall.  

It rains a lot 

here. There 

grass is very 

green.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stretch – How does physical geography interact with human geography? 

People live in and around natural features. This might bring good opportunities for people. However, human activity 

might pose threats to the natural features, or there might be risks for humans. Find the photo below that matches 

your postcard. Explain how your chosen feature interacts with human geography referring to opportunities, threats or 

risks. 

 

Photo 1 -Coral Reef – Coral Bleaching 

Coral reefs are threatened. Coral reefs are very fragile they can only survive 

in warm seas. Seas are becoming hotter due to human activity (you’ll learn 

about this in Unit 6). This is killing the coral and turning it white, called coral 

bleaching. If the coral is dead, then the fish will not have anywhere to live. 

This is called habitat destruction. 

Photo 2 -Waterfalls – hydroelectric dams 

Waterfalls can provide opportunities for people. The power of the waterfall can 

be used to make electricity in a machine called a hydro-electric dam. The water 

flows through a turbine, which turns a generator. The electricity is then sent 

along powerlines to the towns and cities. This type of energy is called clean 

energy as it does not harm the atmosphere. 

 

Photo 3 - Volcanoes – monitoring volcanoes 

Volcanoes present both opportunities and risks to people. Volcanic eruptions 

have caused many people to die in the past. Today there is better monitoring 

and prediction of when they will erupt. This allows people to evacuate (get 

out quickly). Many people live near volcanoes as the cooled lava eventually 

makes very healthy soil that is good for farming. 
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Photo 3: Volcanoes 

Volcanoes erupt 

with lava and ash 

that rises high into 

the sky.   

This volcano is located in New Zealand.  

Volcanoes are 

formed from 

cooled lava from 

previous 

eruptions.  

Volcanoes are closely monitored 

to see when they will erupt.  

Volcanoes are 

10,000-100,000 

years old.      

Monitoring volcanoes 

Hydroelectric dam 

Coral bleaching 

Some volcanoes 

can form in the 

sea, others 

form on land. 



 

Lesson 4: What makes the UK fantastic? 
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Read Sections A-B. Then answer the questions. 

A. Major cities in the UK. 

A city is a large settlement (place where people 

live), which normally has at least 100,000 people. 

Every country has a capital city. The United 

Kingdom (UK) is made up of four countries, which 

each have their own capital city: 

• London is the capital of England but is also 

the overall capital city of the UK. The River 

Thames cuts through the city and over 300 

languages are spoken there! 

• Edinburgh is the capital of Scotland – 

Edinburgh Castle sits on top of an extinct 

volcano! 

• Cardiff is the capital of Wales – it has more 

green space per person than any other UK 

capital city! 

• Belfast is the capital of Northern Ireland. It is 

split into Protestant and Catholic areas due 

to rivalry. 

An anagram is when the 

letters in a word are jumbled. 

Unscramble the words in the 

anagrams below to name 

the four countries of the UK! 

1. LADEGNN 

2. SNODLACT 

3. SALEW  

4. THERNNOR LANIRED 

New Learning Questions  

5. What is the capital city of the UK? 

6. On the relief map, which colour usually indicates 

higher land: green or brown? 

7. Which area has the highest land: Northern Scotland 

or southern England? 

8. Use the relief map (and compass points!) to 

describe which parts of the UK have the most 

elevated (highest) land? 

9. Use this map to name the river that starts in Wales 

and travels into England? 

10. Which country is the River Clyde in (use the map)? 

11. Name the river that cuts through London? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Answers: 

1.England 

2.Scotland 

3.Wales 

4.Northern Ireland 

5.London 

6.Brown 

7.Northern Scotland 

8.Northern and western regions – 

particularly NW of England, W of 

Scotland 

9.River Severn 

10.Scotland 

11.River Thames 

B. Physical geography of the UK. 

The map below is a relief map of the UK.  

 

Relief means the shape of the land (height and 

steepness). The coloured map key tells us about 

relief in different parts of the UK.  

 

The map below shows the UK’s main rivers.  

 

The map shows the UK’s main rivers. On maps, rivers 

are shown by blue lines. They begin inland and travel 

towards the coast. Major rivers include the Clyde, 

Severn and Thames. 

 

The Clyde 

The Thames 

The Severn 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRETCH 
•Label some mountain ranges. 

•Add capital city populations. 

•Label surrounding 

seas/oceans/channels. 

•Annotate cities with fun facts. 

•Show where you are!  

•Include a north compass.    

RIVERS – draw them on first 

River Clyde River Severn River Thames  

CAPITAL 

CITIES 

Belfast  

Cardiff 

Edinburgh  

London  

RELIEF  

Shade areas of low and high land. You’ll 

need to create a colour key! 

Independent learning:  

Label a range of physical and human features of the UK on your blank UK map. Turn to the very back of 

this booklet. Cut out Worksheet Lesson 4.   

The white boxes are the minimum required; the black box gives ideas for stretch. 

The maps below provide some support; atlases will help even more! 
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Fantastic Landscapes Revision and Reteach Resources 

 

 

 

     

Question 1: How to write location using compass directions.  

  A compass rose has 8 points.  

 Direction Symbol 

Up North N 

Down South S 

Right East E 

Left West W 

Up Right North East NE 

Up Left  North West NW 

Down Right South East SE 

Down Left South West SW 

 

Box X is located in the North West. We know this 

because the arrow ‘NW’ on the compass rose is 

pointing towards it.  

 

 

 Map of South America 

X 

Z 

Y 

a) What does NE stand for? 

b) What does SW stand for? 

c) What compass direction is the opposite direction to West? 

d) Write down the compass direction for Y? 

e) Write down the compass direction for Z? 

Copy and complete. 

 

f) Iceland is located in the 

_____________ of Europe.  

 

g) The UK is located in the 

_______________ of Europe.  

 

h) Spain is located in the 

____________of Europe  

Iceland 

Spain 

UK 

 Map of Europe 

If you are completing before the quiz, then complete all the questions. If you are completing after the 

quiz, then use the key below to decide which questions you need to answer. 

• Question 1 = Quiz questions 1 or 2 incorrect 

• Question 2 = Quiz questions 3, 4 or 5 incorrect 

• Question 3 = Quiz questions 6, 7, 8, 9 or 10 incorrect 



 

Question 2: How to understand lines of latitude on a world map. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

a) Which line of latitude is the furthest north? 

b) Which line of latitude runs through the 

centre of the world?  

c) Which continent does the Antarctic Circle 

run through? 

d) Which continents does the Equator run 

through? 

e) Which continents does the Tropic of 

Cancer run through?  
 

World Map to show lines of latitude 

✓ The Equator is located along the 
centre of a world map.  
 

✓ Above the equator is the Tropic 
of Cancer. 
 

✓ Below the equator is the Tropic 
of Capricorn. 
 

✓ Near the North Pole is the Arctic 
Circle. 
 

✓ Near the South Pole is the 
Antarctic Circle. 



 

Question 3: What is the geography of the UK? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stretch yourself  

Complete this task either if you have all the questions correct. Or if you have finished the tasks above. You should first 

check you have done all the stretch tasks from lessons 1-4 (turn back in your booklet to find these). 

 

  

a) What is the capital of Wales? 

b) What is the capital of Scotland? 

c) Belfast is the capital of which 

country? 

d) What does a relief map show?  

e) If the relief map shows Greenland 

what does that show about the 

land? 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

3 

High relief is very high 

land. It is steep. 

Relief map 

2 

4 

Design a trip around all the capital cities within the UK.  

Criteria: 

✓ Choose which city to start in. Use compass directions to show the direction of travel between 

the four cities.  

✓ Describe the main human geography features that you would see in each city.  

✓ Use the relief map to describe where you would be able to see mountainous landscapes.   
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Low relief is very low land. It is flat.  



 

Study the photo and write down: 

1. Three physical geography features that you 

can see. 

2. Three human geography features that you 

can see. 

Lesson 5: What is life like in Greenland?  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The photo below is of Nuuk, the capital of 

Greenland. The nearest major city is 884 miles 

away.  

Read Sections A-B. Then answer the questions. 

A. Remote Regions: Remote regions are places far 

away from populated areas. They often have 

extreme climates (e.g. very hot, cold, arid). 

Remote regions are often difficult to access but 

small towns and cities can be found there, e.g. 

Nuuk, Greenland in North America. The photos 

below show four remote regions, which are all 

inhabited but have limited transport and 

resources: 

New Learning Questions  

3. Suggest one advantage of living in a remote 

region? 

4. Suggest one disadvantage of living in a remote 

region?  

5. Are the following statements true or false?  

a) Remote regions are always cold. 

b) Greenland is located in North America. 

c) Remote regions are often close to highly 

populated areas. 

6. What do we use the scale bar on a map for? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. Map Scales. 

We can use the scale on a map to measure 

distance. The scale bar is helpful because it 

allows us to calculate the real distance 

between two places (e.g. the UK and 

Greenland) rather than actually measuring 

between the two! 
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Nuuk  

Answers: 

1.Ice, bare rock, blue sky, water 
2.Houses, port, ships 

3.Connection to nature, calm 

atmosphere, sense of community 

4.Challenges of a harsh climate, e.g. 

growing crops, variety of food. Long 

travel time to other places, limiting jobs 

and educational opportunities. 

5.a) False 

b) True 

c) False 

6.To calculate the real distance between 

two places using a map. 

 

Look at the map below.  

 

The map shows the position of Nuuk and 

Greenland. You can see the map scale in the 

red box. 

 



 

   

  
Task A 

17 

From any point in Nuuk you can see a 

famous mountain covered in snow. In 

between the mountains are deep 

valleys called fjords. These are carved 

by the ice.  

 

Tundra landscape 

The largest bird in Greenland is the white-tailed eagle. This magnificent 

bird lives along the south-west coast. Some birds only live in Greenland 

part of the year; the Arctic tern nests in Greenland in the summer and 

then flies south for the winter where it is warmer. Arctic tern can travel 

thousands of miles.  

Fjord in between the mountains 

Much of Greenland is permanently covered in ice. 

However, the area surrounding Nuuk has a tundra 

landscape. The word tundra means ‘treeless’, which is a 

good name for it, as in this landscape it is too cold for 

trees to grow! In the winter months the land is covered 

in a layer of ice but in the summer, flowers can bloom, 

and plants can grow.  

 

Wildlife are adapted to survive in 

cold temperatures. Most animals 

have thick fur and large bodies 

with short legs to keep them 

warm. The tundra is home to 

several large mammals such as 

the caribou, the arctic fox and the 

musk ox.  

 

Caribou 

First, answer these questions in your book to check your 

understanding.  

1. What is a tundra landscape? 

2. Why are there hardly any trees in Greenland? 

3. What animals and birds can be found in 

Greenland? 

4. How are animals adapted to the cold? 

5. What does a fjord look like? 
6.  

Arctic Fox 

Arctic tern 



 

Task B 

  

Students at the University of Greenland 

It is very hard to farm in the cold tundra, 

so fishing is very important for people in 

Greenland. In Nuuk many people have 

jobs linked to fishing, such as packing and 

shipping. The fish is transported to 

countries around the world.     

The population of Greenland is only 

56,000. That’s about the same number 

of seats in a football stadium! 18,000 of 

those people live in Nuuk, which is the 

capital city of Greenland. Even though it 

is small it does have its own museum, 

shopping centre and university.  

Over 30,000 people come to visit Greenland each year, 

often arriving by cruise ship. Tourists enjoy walking in 

the mountains and fjords, looking at the colourful 

houses in the towns, and whale watching. Tourism has 

provided more jobs such as hotel owners and tour 

guides. Some people are concerned that there will be 

too many tourists in the future.  

Stretch yourself! 

Compare the human geography of where you live to Greenland. Use the information 

below to help. You could include:  

• Population 

• Employment (jobs) 

• Tourism (visiting Greenland) 
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Next, imagine you are visiting Greenland. Write an email or 

letter to someone at home to describe what you have seen.  

Dear …… 

I am writing from Greenland. It is very different here to 

back home. 

I have most enjoyed……. 

I was surprised to find out that…… 

 

 



 

   Lesson 6: Why do lemurs only live in 

Madagascar? 

1. Mammals have distinct characteristics. 

Are the following statements about 

mammals true or false? Write true or false 

in your books. 

a) Mammals have no fur or hair. 

b) Mammals are warm blooded. 

c) Mammals give birth to live young (not 

eggs). 

d) Mammals live only on land. 

e) Mammals can breathe in water. 

Answers: 

1.a) False 

b) True 

c) True 

d) False 

e) False  

2. A species is a group of animals or plants that are 

very similar to each other 

3. Islands 

4. An endemic species means a species that only 

live in one place, whereas an endangered species 

is one that is likely to become extinct. 

5. Madagascar is an island located in south east 

Africa, in the Indian Ocean. 

6. Lemurs thrived in Madagascar as there was no 

competition for food from other mammals. 

Read Section A. Then answer the questions. 

A. Lemurs are an endemic species: A group of 

animals or plants that are very similar to each 

other is called a species. An example of a 

species is lemurs. Lemurs are mammals. 

Lemurs are an endemic species. Endemic 

species are only found in one geographic area 

in the world, often on islands. For example, the 

Sumatran Tiger is only found in Sumatra so is 

endemic to Sumatra. Some endemic species 

are described as endangered species, if they 

are at risk of becoming extinct. This means that 

they could die out, with none of their species 

left. 

Lemurs are endemic to Madagascar. This 

means that Madagascar is the only place 

where lemurs live. Madagascar is an African 

island located in the Indian Ocean.  

Study the map below. 

New Learning Questions  

2. Define a species. 

3. Where are endemic species often found? 

4. What is the difference between endemic and 

endangered species? 

5. Describe the location of Madagascar. 

6. What is the main reason why lemurs thrived in 

Madagascar?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can see that the location of Madagascar is 

off the coast of the south east of Africa. The 

word thrived means to survive well.  In 

Madagascar, lemurs thrived as there was no 

competition for food as other large mammals 

did not reach the island (they were too heavy 

to drift across!).  

The photo below shows you what lemurs look like!  



 

  

Stretch Task: Threats to lemurs. 

5. Unfortunately, lemurs do not always have an easy time. Read cards E, F, I, J. 

a) Explain the threats to lemurs in the past 
b) Explain the threats to lemurs today. 
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✓ Read all 12 boxes on the next page. Each box is a clue card about lemurs.  

✓ Which cards have information about why lemurs are only found in 

Madagascar? Write down the letters of these cards. This will help you 

later.  

1. What type of mammal is a lemur? (Box D) 

2. Find boxes D, H, K and F. Describe specific characteristics of a lemur. 

Include information on their limbs (hands, legs, feet), their eyes, and their 

intelligence   

3. Find cards A, B, C, G, L. Decide on the most logical order and write down the 

order of letters.  

 

4. Using your answer to question 3. Write a paragraph to explain why lemurs 

only live in Madagascar. There is a writing frame on page 37 of this booklet to 

help you! 

You can copy the sentence to get started.  

Originally, Lemurs also lived in the main continent of A____. This was 

m_________ of years ago. Then…… 

 Clue words – drift, endemic, compete, extinct, continent, island, species, thrived 

Task A – Understanding 

the text  

Task B – Describing characteristics of lemurs 

Task C – Explaining why lemurs only live in Madagascar 



 

Clue boxes to help answer the question ‘Why are lemurs only found in Madagascar?” 

 

A. There are not many large 

mammals in Madagascar; 

no lions, giraffes nor apes. 

But there are 

hippopotami who 

live in the 

water.  

B. Today lemurs are only 

found in Madagascar. These 

are endemic species. This 

means they are 

found only in 

one place in 

the world.  

C. Lemurs drifted across 

from the African continent to 

Madagascar on logs from 

trees and matted 

vegetation 

which floated 

on the water.   

D. Lemurs are primates, as 

are monkeys and 

apes. Primates have 

hands feet, which 

enable them 

to grab objects and stand 

upright.  

E. Lemurs are 

endangered due 

to deforestation 

and hunting. 

There are 50% less ring-

tailed lemurs than 40 years 

ago.    

F. Lemurs love to live in the 

forest. Their strong back legs 

are perfect 

for jumping 

between 

trees to catch 

insects.  

G. Hungry monkeys and 

apes on the African 

continent competed with 

the lemurs for food. The 

lemurs on the 

African 

continent died 

out.   

H. Lemurs are intelligent 

creatures. They all have 

excellent coordination. They 

can even be 

taught simple 

maths. 

I. There are not many job 

opportunities in Madagascar, 

so much of the forest has 

been cleared for 

extra farming 

land.    

J. When 

humans arrived 

in Madagascar, 

2000 years ago, 

they hunted the lemurs. 

Many of the larger species 

died out.  

K. Lemurs have 

great vision 

especially at 

night. Having eyes at the 

front allows them to see in 

3D like humans can.  

L. The lemurs 

thrived in 

Madagascar as 

there were no 

other primates to compete 

with them for food.  
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The map below shows the location of the Grand 

Canyon.  

Use the map to answer the following questions 

to describe the location of the Grand Canyon:  

1. What continent is it in?  

2. What country is it located in? 

3. Add compass directions to your answer, e.g. 

North East. 

Answers: 

1.North America 

2.USA 

3.The Grand Canyon is in the South West of 

the USA. 

4. A huge valley in the south west of the USA. 

5. A glass bridge 1500m above the canyon, 

which tourists and visitors visit. 

6. An opinion held by a particular group or 

person about a topic 

7. Park rangers, tourists, business developers, 

elders of the Hualapai Tribe and young residents 

of the tribe. 

Lesson 7: Should people visit the Grand 

Canyon? 

Read Sections A-B. Then answer the questions.  

A. What is the Grand Canyon like?  

The Grand Canyon National Park is located in 

the south west of the USA. A canyon is a deep 

valley, often with a river flowing at the bottom.  

 

B. The Grand Canyon Skywalk. 

The Grand Canyon Skywalk is a glass bridge 

1500m above the canyon. Tourists and visitors 

(like the one in the photo above) walk along the 

glass bridge and they can look down to see the 

amazing canyon below. The Skywalk was built 

near to a reservation (village) of the Hualapai 

tribe.  

A viewpoint is an opinion held by a particular 

group or person about a topic. There are 

different viewpoints regarding the building of the 

Skywalk structure. Some think it was a good idea 

and others do not. 

New Learning Questions  

4. What is the Grand Canyon?  

5. What is the Grand Canyon Skywalk? 

6. What is a viewpoint? 

7. Who are the five groups of people who have a 

viewpoint about the Grand Canyon Skywalk? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today, we are investigating the viewpoints of park 

rangers, tourists, business developers, elders of the 

Hualapai Tribe and young residents of the tribe. 

The photos below show these people with different 

viewpoints about the Skywalk. 

 



 

  

  

B. Business developer of the Skywalk 
 

• I’m the business developer for the Grand Canyon Skywalk. 

• Until now the only way to visit the West Rim of the Grand Canyon was 
by a noisy helicopter, which is not suitable for everyone. 

• I invested $30 million dollars to build it and I am likely to get the 
money back from ticket sales, which are $80 each.  

• My company is also building a visitor centre with a museum, gift shop 
and restaurants. We hope this will bring more jobs to the area.  

 

A. Grand Canyon Tourists   

• I can’t wait to go to the Skywalk. I love adventures and I think 

standing on the Skywalk will feel like flying over the canyon! 

• The Grand Canyon is one of the natural wonders of the world. This 

means it is one of the most spectacular places on earth and I 

definitely want to have the best view.  

Read through all the opinions about the Grand Canyon Skywalk (Cards A-D). Decide 

who agrees with the building of the Skywalk and who is against it.  

C. Young residents in the Hualapai Tribe  
 

• I live nearby to the West Rim in a small town called a 
reservation. I am part of the Hualapai Tribe.  

• We do not have many job opportunities here and lots of 
people my age are moving away from the reservation.   

• I am excited that the Skywalk will bring jobs in running the 
Skywalk. 

• Some of the money we earn can be used for improved 
housing.   

 

D. Elders of the Hualapai Tribe   
 

• This land has been our home for thousands of years. 

• We do not want thousands of people walking through our 
spiritual home.  If you look out from the West Rim, part of the 
Canyon looks like an Eagle. In our religion, this Eagle carries 
our prayers. For tourists to walk here would upset our 
tradition.  

• We are also worried that the visitors won’t respect the natural 
beauty of this place, being noisy and dropping litter.  
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Optional task - Role play – Was the building of the Skywalk a good idea?  

7. Pair up with one or more people (if you are learning from home, pair up with a 

parent or sibling). Each of you should imagine you are one of the five characters.  

8. You are at a meeting to discuss the skywalk. Explain what your character thinks.  

9. Can you agree overall what the main advantages and main disadvantages were? 

 

Now that you have read boxes A-D. Complete the following in your books. Use 

your glossary to help you.  

1. Choose one character who agrees that the Skywalk was a good idea. Explain 

their opinion.  

My chosen character is………. They agree/disagree that…… This is because…. 

2. Choose one character who is concerned about the Skywalk. Explain the 

problems they are worried about.    

3. Imagine a conversation between the business developer (box A) and the 

Elders of the Hualapai Tribe (box D). Write down what they might say to each 

other.   

Stretch yourself! Mixed views. 

4. Sometimes people can have mixed views. This means they both agree and disagree. Read Box E 

below which shows an example of mixed opinions. Explain her two opinions.  

5. Finally, think about the character you wrote about for question 1. Can you think of a reason why they 

might also disagree?  

 

 E. Park Rangers of the Grand Canyon National Park   
 

• Our job is to look after the huge area in and around the Grand 
Canyon. We ensure that the wildlife is protected, the landscape is 
kept peaceful and that people are safe and enjoying the Grand 
Canyon area.   

• One the one hand it is good for tourists to come and connect with 
nature. After all the Grand Canyon is one of the wonders of the 
world.  

• However, we are concerned that the Skywalk encourages even more 
visitors to come, and this increases traffic and noise and could 
disrupt the wildlife.  
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Fantastic Landscapes Revision and Reteach Resources   

 

       

 

Option 1: What are the characteristics of the tundra? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Option 2: Why are lemurs endemic to Madagascar?  

  

a) Complete the sentence. A primate is an animal such as a m__________ or an 

 a_____. (Clue – look at card G) 

b) How did the lemurs get from the continent of Africa to the island of 

Madagascar? (Card C) 

c) Why did the lemurs that reached Madagascar survive but not the lemurs who 

had stayed on the African continent? (Card L and G) 
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a) Look at the first box. What can grow in the tundra?  

b) Look at the second box. Explain how animals are adapted to the cold tundra.  

c) Explain why a giraffe is not well suited to living in the tundra?    

 

If you are completing before the quiz, then complete all the questions. If you are completing 

after the quiz, then use the key below to decide which questions you need to answer. 

• Question 1 = Quiz questions 1, 2 or 3 incorrect 

• Question 2 = Quiz questions 4, 5 or 6 incorrect 

• Question 3 = Quiz questions 7, 8, 9 or 10 incorrect 

 



 

Option 3: Why do people disagree about the building of the Grand Canyon Skywalk? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stretch yourself  

Complete this task either if you have all the questions correct. Or if you have finished the tasks above. You should first 

check you have done all the stretch tasks from lessons 5-7 (turn back in your booklet to find these). 

 

  

a) Read the text. For how long has the land around the Grand Canyon been the 

home of the Hualapai Tribe?  

b) What is the Hualapai elder worried about and why?  

c) Look at all the characters in the photos below. Who would disagree with the 

Hualapai Elder and why?  

 

Design your own animal or plant that is adapted to survive in the tundra landscape. 

Use both drawings and labels. Conditions:  

✓ Long cold winters 

✓ Tall mountains and valleys 

✓ Large grassy areas in summer, icy in winter.  

✓ No trees.  
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Lesson 8: My Fantastic World Map 

  
In each of the location phrases below, there are 

mistakes. Correct each one:  

1. Asai 

2. Euorope 

3. north Americas 

4. Specific ocean 

5. Tropical of Capracorn 

Answers: 

1.Asia - misspelling  

2.Europe – only one ‘o’ 

3.North America – capital for North, no plural 

4.Pacific Ocean – check spelling of Pacific, 

capital for Ocean 

5.Tropic of Capricorn – no ‘al’ on tropic, 

spelling of Capricorn 

6.Europe, Asia, Africa, Oceania, North 

America, South America, Antarctica 

7.Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Indian 

Ocean, Arctic Ocean, Southern Ocean 

8.Equator, Tropic of Capricorn, Tropic of 

Cancer, Arctic Circle, Antarctic Circle 

9.a) capital city, tundra landscape, remote 

b) South east of Africa, lemurs are an 

endemic species, island 

c) USA, Skywalk, Hualapai Tribe, tourism, 

canyon valley 

 

Revision Questions  

6. Name the 7 continents. 

7. Name the 5 oceans. 

8. Name the 5 major lines of latitude. 

9. Write two sentences summarising what you can 

remember about each of the following 

landscapes (e.g. location, climate, people, 

animals): 

a) Nuuk, Greenland 

b) Madagascar 

c) Grand Canyon, USA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read Sections A-B. Then answer the questions.  

A. Using maps: World maps can be used to 

show the 7 continents, 5 oceans, and 5 lines of 

latitude. 

B. Fantastic Landscapes Revision: The UK is 

made up of four countries, each with a capital 

city. Major rivers include the Thames, Clyde, and 

Severn. The UK has areas of low relief in the 

south east and high relief in the North and South 

West. 



 

  

  

The UK is located in 

Northern Europe.  

 

Its latitude is between 

the Tropic of Cancer 

and the Arctic Circle.  

Something unique about the UK 

is that it is a country made up 

of four smaller countries called 

England, Northern Ireland, 

Scotland and Wales. 

The south of the UK 

has low relief, the 

north and west has 

high relief. 

London is the capital of 

England and the UK. It 

was built around the 

River Thames. There are 

skyscrapers, buildings 

and bridges.  

Edinburgh is the 

capital of Scotland. 

Over 500,000 people 

live there. It is built 

on top of an extinct 

volcano.  

Fantastic Landscape: The UK 

Select one of the following fantastic landscapes  

• Greenland 

• Madagascar 

• Grand Canyon, USA 

First, complete the ‘My Fantastic World 
Map’ worksheet. Turn to the very back 
of this booklet. Cut out the worksheet 
for Lesson 8. This will help you with the 
task below. 

Then design your own annotated map page in your exercise book. Turn to the very 

back of this booklet. Cut out the Lesson 8 worksheet. You can use the images, maps 

and flags to help you with your page. See example below. 

Criteria for a successful page  

✓ A detailed location, including country, continent, using compass directions.  

 

✓ Description of the landscape, including identification of any physical or 

human geography features. 

 

✓ An explanation to one of the key questions below: 

 a. How is the physical geography of Greenland different to the UK? 

 b. Why are lemurs only found in Madagascar?  

 c. Should people visit the Grand Canyon Skywalk?  
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Lesson 9: How did Niagara Falls form? New Learning Questions  

5. What is a waterfall? 

6. What forms underneath a waterfall? 

7. How are rocks layered where a waterfall forms? 

8. Define erosion. 

9. Which type of rock is more resistant to erosion, 

soft of hard rock?  

10. Where is Niagara Falls?  

 

 

 
1. Niagara Falls is in… 

2. Khone Phapheng Falls is in… 

3. Victoria Falls is in… 

4. Iguazu Falls is in… 

Answers: 

1.North America 

2.Asia 

3.Africa 

4.South America 

5.A sudden drop in the river which causes a 

sheet of water to fall. 

6.A plunge pool 

7.Hard rock on top of soft rock 

8.The wearing away of rocks by water. 

9.Hard rock 

10.On the border between Canada and the 

USA. 

Read Sections A-C. Then answer the questions. 

A. Waterfall characteristics: Waterfalls are seen 

where a river flows over a steep, vertical drop. 

The water often lands in a plunge pool below, 

which forms due to the force of the falling water. 

This is labelled on the waterfall in the diagram 

below. Hard rock 

Soft rock 

B. Waterfall formation: A waterfall forms when a 

river flows over where a band of soft rock meets a 

band of hard rock. They form because of a 

process called erosion, which is the wearing away 

of rocks by water. The hard rock is resistant to 

erosion, but the soft rock is eroded by the water. 

Notice that the diagram has a band of hard rock 

on top of soft rock, which has been eroded to form 

a waterfall. 

C. Waterfall example: Waterfalls are found in every 

continent. Niagara Falls is particularly famous, 

located on the border of Canada and the USA. It is 

one of the largest in the world, which formed 

because harder limestone is layered over softer 

shale in this region. Where water flows over 

alternating layers of hard and soft rock, the soft 

rock erodes away. This causes the hard rock to 

collapse, creating a cliff over which the water falls 

(a waterfall).  

 

Plunge pool 

A waterfall is a sudden drop in the river which 

causes a sheet of water to fall. The photos below 

show waterfalls from around the world. Identify the 

correct continent for each waterfall. 

Niagara Falls 

Khone 

Phapheng 

Falls 

Igazu Falls 

Victoria Falls 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A. The overhang of hard 

rock collapses and 

plummets into the plunge 

pool. 

B. The river water has lots of 

energy. It wears away the 

soft rock underneath the 

hard-resistant rock. 

C. This creates an overhang 

of the hard rock. Overtime it 

becomes unstable. 

D. This undercutting 

creates a plunge pool at 

the base.   

E. The soft rock erodes 

(wears away) much faster 

than the hard rock and the 

soft rock wears away.  

F. Waterfalls occur when a 

river crosses a bed of more 

resistant hard rock with soft 

rock underneath. 

Stretch – G. The 

waterfall retreats, 

heading up the river. In 

this way waterfalls 

move over time.  

Stretch- H. At Niagara 

Falls the hard rock is 

made of limestone, and 

the soft rock is made of 

shale. 

Stretch - I – when waterfall 

retreat happens a few 

times, this creates a 

narrow valley in the river 

called a gorge. 

2. Make a copy of the diagram, in pencil in your 

books. Annotate the diagram with all the 

words in the cards that are bolded e.g. ‘soft 

rock’. 

 

3. Draw on your diagram dotted lines to show the 

overhang collapsing.  

 

4. Write down 4-5 sentences under your diagram 

that explains how a waterfall forms.  

 

1. Read through the cards. Write down the correct 

letter order that shows how a waterfall forms.  

 

Stretch Task:  

i) Read over the three stretch cards below. Add these cards to your sequence. You will need to re-

write the order of letters.   

ii) Add in these extra labels to your diagram AND add a sentence to your summary.  

iii) Study this sentence: During the last 12,000 years, it has eroded 11 kms.  

iv) Using the data above write a prediction for what might happen to Niagara Falls in 6,000 years’ 

time.  What will the area around it look like? How much further away would it be located?   

e.g. Plunge pool 



 

 
 

 

  

Answers: 

1.Lake, forest, low sun, twilight sky, long bridge, 

streetlights. The photo was taken at midnight 

but the sun can be seen. This is unusual as 

normally, we only see the sun during the 

day.  

2.In northern Europe, partly within the Arctic 

Circle. 

3.A line of latitude surrounding the North Pole. 

4.23.5o 

5.a. False 

b. True 

c. False 

d. False 

e. True 

Read Sections A-B. Then answer the questions.  

A. Finland and the Arctic Circle: Finland is a country in 

Northern Europe. Its capital is Helsinki, located in the 

south of the country. The far north of Finland is within 

the Arctic Circle. We call the area inside the Arctic 

Circle the Arctic. These locations are shown on the 

map below: 

B. The Earth’s tilt: Earth orbits around the sun, which 

takes a year. It is tilted at a 23.5o angle, which you 

can see in the diagram below.  
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The photograph below was taken at midnight in 

June in northern Finland. 

Lesson 10: Why does the sun shine at midnight 

in Finland? 

New Learning Questions  

2. Where is Finland located? 

3. What is the Arctic Circle? 

4. What is the Earth’s tilt?  

5. Are the following statements true or false? 

a. The midnight sun occurs because of the 

weather. 

b. In northern hemisphere summer, the Arctic 

is permanently tilting towards the sun.  

c. In northern hemisphere winter, the Arctic is 

permanently titling towards the sun. 

d. Polar night means 24 hours of daylight. 

e. Helsinki is in the south of the country.  

1. Write down a description of the environment that 

you can see – in at least two sentences! Clues: what 

is unusual about the picture? When does the sun set 

today? 

This means that during the northern hemisphere 

summer, some parts of Finland receive 24hrs of 

sunlight (a polar day!) because the Arctic is 

permanently titling towards the sun.  During the 

northern hemisphere winter, the Arctic is permanently 

titling away from the sun, so experiences 24 hours of 

darkness (a polar night!).  



 

  

 

 

Northern Finland is inside the Arctic Circle because of its high latitude, meaning it is very far north of 

the Equator. This part of Finland is also part of Lapland, a region that stretches across northern Norway, 

Sweden, Finland and the very north west of Russia. 

This diagram shows the Earth’s orbit 

around the Sun which takes 365 ¼ days, 

or one year.  

Notice that the Earth is tilted rather than 

perfectly upright. It is because of this tilt, 

a 23.5o angle, that in the middle of the 

summer, the Arctic is light 24 hours per 

day even as the Earth rotates. 24 hours 

of sunlight in the Arctic is known as a 

polar day. At this time of year, the 

Arctic, including Northern Finland, is 

always facing the Sun. This can last for 

up to 60 days in the very far north of 

Finland. 
In the Northern Hemisphere winter, the opposite is 

true. The Arctic is facing away from the Sun 24 

hours a day because of the Earth’s tilt. When this 

happens the sun never rises in the sky, causing 24 

hours of darkness known as a polar night. The lack 

of day lights limits how much people go outside. 

Some people begin to feel depressed and isolated 

due to the lack of light. Boredom can be common 

at this time of year. The lack of daylight can cause 

the human body to produce a chemical called 

melatonin which makes people tired. 

The Sami people are the native people of northern Finland and the 

rest of Lapland. Traditionally Sami people have worked as reindeer 

herders and although some still do, today most Sami people live 

similar lives to the people in the rest of Finland. Those who still 

work as reindeer herders are nomadic in the summer months. This 

means they are constantly moving around as the reindeer herd 

migrates across Lapland. In the summer they work through the 

nights marking their new born calves. 

To combat the darkness during polar nights local people are encouraged to go outside, carry a torch and 

go for walks or other outside activities. In towns and villages areas are well-lit from street lighting. Some 

people take vitamin D tablets to help their body cope with the lack of daylight. Socialising with friends 

and family is encouraged to stop people getting lonely and withdrawn. 
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Read the information on the pages below, before answering 

the questions! 



 

  

Using what you learnt this lesson and the information above, please answer the following questions: 

1) Explain the reasons why Finland experiences the midnight sun in June. 

2) Suggest reasons why polar nights can be very difficult to live through.  

3) Suggest how people could minimise the difficulties of polar nights. 

 

 
Stretch yourself! 

Explain why the midnight sun is a great benefit to the Sami people population. 

Think about: 

• How people celebrate the midnight sun. 

• How reindeer herders use the extra hours. 

• What possibilities extra daylight brings. 

The photograph above shows traditional Sami 

clothing. To the right, the photography shows a Sami 

reindeer herder. 

The Sami people celebrate the 24 hours of sunlight in the summer months. Local communities have 

celebrations at the time of the midnight sun. In Finland, 21st July is a bank holiday, known as 

Midsummer. On Midsummer’s Eve people celebrate with bonfires, bathing in saunas, barbeques, fishing 

and boating.  
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Lesson 6: Why are lemurs endemic to the island of Madagascar and why are they threatened today?  

Introduction – What are lemurs and what is unique about them?  

Lemurs are large mammals called primates. They are __________ to M___________, which means they are only found there and ___________ else in the world. Other endemic species include____________________________________________________ . 
  

Main idea one – Why did lemurs thrive in Madagascar?    
(Key vocabulary – drift, island, thrived, compete, large mammals, extinct, species, food)  

Millions of years ago lemurs____________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

  

In Madagascar lemurs thrived because ___________________________________________  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
However, on the African continent______________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Therefore___________________________________________________________________  

Main idea two - Why are lemurs threatened?   
(key vocabulary, hunting, humans, deforestation, farming, endangered)  

Thousands of years ago________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________Consequently________________________________________________________________Today lemurs are threatened because____________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________  

Conclusion – What does this tell us about lemurs   

In conclusion, the process of endemism is explained by p___________ geography that occurred ___________________years ago. This happened because the island of Madagascar was_______________________________. But the reason why lemurs are threatened today is 
because of_____________________________________________.  
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Southern Ocean 

 

My Fantastic World Map 

Key 
  Oceans 
  Lines of latitude 
  Continents 
   

3. What are the names of the four countries in the UK?  
 
4. What are the names of the four capital cities in the UK?  
 
5. What regions of the UK have steep relief (hilly land)?  
 
6. Name two major rivers in the UK 

Tasks –  
1. Fill in all the boxes to show 
the 5 lines of latitude, 7 
continents and 5 oceans. Use 
the key to help. 
2. Looking at the board to 
help, draw around the outline 
of each continent using a 
different colour for each one. 
  

Antarctica 

North 

42 

Lesson 8 Worksheet 



 

 

 

Blank Page 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 8 Worksheet 



 

 

 

Blank Page 


