
Do Now Activity: Answer in full sentences 
1. Describe one picture 
2. What could all these pictures have in common? (Guesses are good!)

Tuesday, 15 September 2020

How has Birmingham changed over time? 

Stretch: Pick three things that should be added to this group and explain why 
you think they should be added. 

Key words: Chronology, change and continuity, century, decade 



Why do a million people live in Birmingham? 
Change and continuity, cause and consequence, significance, 

interpretations, sources. 



LO: To explain how Birmingham has changed over time 

Change and continuity



Chronology: The order in which events happened

Put these historical events into chronological order: Just write the letters   

C

Mughal Emperor Shah 
Jahan built the Taj Mahal:

1632-1653 CE

B

Genghis Khan made a 
huge Mongol Empire:

1206-1260 CE

A

U.S. Civil Rights 
Movement:

1954-1968 CE



Chronology: The order in which events happened

Mark your work 

C

Mughal Emperor Shah 
Jahan built the Taj Mahal:

1632-1653 CE

B

Genghis Khan made a 
huge Mongol Empire:

1206-1260 CE

A

U.S. Civil Rights 
Movement:

1954-1968 CE



How do we know that the rise of the Ancient Greeks happened before the start 
of Islam?  

The Rise of Ancient 
Greek Civilization:

800-336 BCE

The Life of Muhammad 
and the start of Islam:

570-630 CE



A decade is 10 years. A century is a 100 years. 
Historians often divide history into centuries. Historians will write about events that 

happened in the 15th century, the 20th century, the 19th century and so on.  So you need 
to know exactly what this means.

1967 CE is in the 20th Century 

Put these dates into chronological 
order:           

14th Century 
1700 CE  
1495 CE  
560 BCE 

Then add one 

1667 CE is in the 17th Century 

2020 CE is in the 21st Century 

560 BCE  
14th Century   

1495 CE   
1700 CE  



Some people choose to do industrial jobs.

industrial: relating to factories, the people who work 
in factories, or the things made in factories. 

Let’s say the word industrial together. 

During the Industrial Revolution many people 
started working in factories.

Give your own sentence including the word 
industrial.

industrial (adjective)



Which of these images shows industry?

21



Read about the key events in Birmingham’s history and answer the questions.

Stretch: Why did Birmingham change so much in three centuries? 



Write, Share 
What was Birmingham like in the 17th Century? 
What was Birmingham like in the 19th Century? 

Stretch: Was life better in the 17th or 19th Century? Explain why



Independent Activity: How did Birmingham change from the 17th to 
the 19th Century?

In the 17th Century Birmingham was…
The Industrial Revolution changed Birmingham because…
In the 19th Century Birmingham was…

Stretch: If the Industrial Revolution did not happen would a million people live 
in Birmingham today? Explain your answer 



Plenary: 

How far did the Industrial Revolution change Birmingham?  

1 2 3 4 5

Revolutionised Transformed Changed Little 
Change

Continuity/ 
No change 



Do Now Activity: Answer in full sentences 
1. How did Birmingham change from the 17th to the 19th Century? 

Tuesday, 15 September 2020

Did the Industrial Revolution ruin Birmingham? 

Stretch: What were the positives and negatives of the Industrial Revolution? 

Key words: Consequence 



LO: Explain the consequences of the Industrial Revolution on 
life in Birmingham

Consequence



EventCauses Consequences

All the different 
reasons the event 
happened 

All the different 
impacts of the 
event 

In History we will study lots of different events. 
A Historian’s job is to investigate the causes and consequences of these 

events.



Event:
No homework 

to hand to 
teacher 

Causes Consequences

What are the causes? 
What are the consequences? 



What was the Industrial Revolution? 
Watch the video and then answer the question in one full sentence. 

Stretch: What caused the Industrial Revolution?

The Industrial Revolution was a period when Britain changed from a 
rural, farming country to an urban, industrial one.



Read about the consequences of the Industrial Revolution on life in Birmingham.
Answer the questions

Stretch: Would you want to live in 19th Century Birmingham? Explain why



Write, Share 
Bullet point as many consequences of the Industrial Revolution as you 
can
 Factories built 
 Roads and Railways built 
 Bad housing conditions 
 Diseases like cholera spread 

Stretch: How far did the Industrial Revolution improve the lives of the people 
of Birmingham? 



Independent Activity: Explain one consequence of the Industrial 
Revolution on life in Birmingham.

One consequence of the Industrial Revolution on life in Birmingham 
was…
This meant that… 

Stretch: Explain another consequence of the Industrial Revolution 

This is a connective to 
explain. 



Plenary: Bullet point your ideas

‘The Industrial Revolution ruined Birmingham’ 
How far do you agree? 

1 2 3 4 5
Ruined Spoiled Changed Improved Perfected



 

The Industrial Revolution happened because there were 
many advancements in technology. This changed how 
people went to work in Birmingham. Richard Arkwright's 
Mill at Cromford started 'the Factory Age' of the textile 
industry.  Newcomen and Watt contributed to the 
development of steam power to drive machinery more 
efficiently. This meant that work could no longer be done 
at home in ‘cottage industries’. Huge factories were built 
to house these mills and steam powered machines, people 
began working in factories.   

What was the consequence of the 
Industrial Revolution on work?  

These advancements meant that transport also improved. 
Thomas Telford built roads and canals in the 1700s and 
George Stephenson and Isambard Kingdom Brunel 
oversaw the 'Railway Mania' of the 1800s. There had 
previously been no very fast way of transporting goods 
and people around the country. However, canals did 
already exist and so most materials were transported by 
boat to towns and cities which had to be located on canal 
routes.  

What was the consequence of the 
Industrial Revolution on transport? 

In the early 19th century more and more people moved to 
towns and cities to find work in industry.  Houses were 
needed fast.  The factory workers had to live as close as 
possible to their place of work.  There were no cars, buses 
or bicycles and people started work at six o’clock in the 
morning.  The houses they put up were small, cheap and 
soon became very nasty.  In the first of the 19th century 
there were no rules to make sure that houses were 
properly built.  Many builders took advantage of this. 
Some of the worst houses were built in terraces which 
were joined to the row behind. These houses were called 
back-to –backs, there were many of these slums in 
Birmingham. They have all been knocked down now, 
except a few that have been kept as a museum.  

What was the consequence of the 
Industrial Revolution on housing?  

Poor housing and cramped living condition meant that 
diseases spread very quickly in cities. During the Industrial 
Revolution one such disease, cholera spread quickly 
through Birmingham. In 1831 and 1832, Britain’s first 
cholera killed 31,000 people. Today we know that cholera 
is caused by germs in water. However in the 19th century 
doctors did not have the medical knowledge we have 
today, they believed the sewers and dirty streets gave off 
a poisonous gas, called ‘miasma’ which they believed 
caused illnesses like cholera.  This meant that many 
people died because they didn’t know how to stop cholera 
spreading.  

What was consequence of the Industrial 
Revolution on health?  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/arkwright_richard.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/arkwright_richard.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/brunel_kingdom_isambard.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/brunel_kingdom_isambard.shtml


Do Now Activity: Complete the knowledge test

Tuesday, 15 September 2020

Was Cadbury a hero or a villain of the Industrial Revolution? 
Key words: Interpretations 

1) How many people lived in Birmingham in the 19th Century? 
2) Why did industry move to factories? 
3)What kind of housing did poor people live in in Birmingham?  
4) Which disease killed 31 000 people in 1831-32?
5)What type of transport did Thomas Telford build?

Half a million

Back to back
Cholera 
Road and 
railways 

Stretch: What was the most important change the Industrial Revolution made 
in Birmingham?  

Advancements in technology meant people couldn’t work from home



Add Activity based on feedback review 



LO: Explain why there are different interpretations of 
Cadbury

Interpretations  



Historians disagree with each other all the 
time! We can all have different opinions 
about the past, when these opinions are 
based on evidence we call them 
interpretations. 

Lots of things can result in people having 
different interpretations of History, such as:
• the evidence they have selected
• their background 
• their purpose 

We can test the accuracy of an 
interpretation by using evidence to decide 
how correct we think they are.



Choose two people and explain why they would have different 
interpretations of this event to James.  

James EmilyEmily’s best friend  
(Emily always shares 

nicely with him)

The teacher who 
helped Emily

The teacher who 
interviewed James and 
Emily after the event. 

Stretch: If the interpretations are different does that mean someone is 
definitely lying? Explain why 



How did Cadbury treat his workers in Birmingham? Ensure you have an example 
to support. 

The Cadbury family, were a type of Protestant called 
Quakers. They believed that all human beings should 
be treated equally and should live in peace. They 
improved working and social conditions for their 
employees and Birmingham.  This was made possible 
by the success of their business. George Cadbury built 
a village, Bourneville, to provide good quality low cost 
homes for his workers in a healthy environment, 
giving an alternative. The Cadbury plant in Bournville
became known as "the factory in a garden". Cadbury 
was one of the first companies in the UK to introduce 
half-day holidays for its workers, and made sure 
workers had a good salary. 



How did slavery help Cadbury make money? 

The key ingredient for chocolate was cacao. The 45% of the 
cacao for Cadbury came from the West Indies were working 
conditions were terrible. On two islands,  São Tomé and 
Príncipe the workers were enslaved Africans. They did not get 
paid for their work, they had no freedom and were treated 
with horrible cruelty. Cadbury profited from slavery because it 
meant that the cacao for chocolate was cheap. Cadbury even 
received an offer for a São Tomé cacao plantation that 
included the sale of 200 black “laborers” for a sum of money.

In October 1908 Cadbury decided not to buy any cacao grown 
by enslaved Africans in São Tomé and Príncipe because 
conditions were so bad.



How are these interpretations of John Cadbury’s life different?  
Interpretation A argues…
Interpretation B argues…

Stretch: What is the main difference between these views? 

Between 1901 and 1908, Cadbury  
purchased £1.3 million of cacao grown by 
the sweat and blood of the enslaved 
Africans in São Tomé and Príncipe. He 
applied his religious beliefs in his 
factories in England but didn’t care about 
the people in the West Indies. His cared 
more about money then he did about 
people. 

Interpretation A: Coe, The True History of 
Chocolate.

When chocolatier John Cadbury (1801–
1889) started a business in the early 
1830s, he was already campaigning for 
social injustice, helping child chimney 
sweeps, fighting against the horrors of 
animal cruelty, and other social problems 
Cadbury focused more on doing good 
then he did on making money. 

Interpretation B: Medal of Philanthropy, 
A sweet tradition of giving 



Why do Interpretation A and B give different views about John Cadbury?

Stretch: Which interpretation do you agree with? Why?

Between 1901 and 1908, Cadbury  
purchased £1.3 million of cacao grown by 
the sweat and blood of the enslaved 
Africans in São Tomé and Príncipe. He 
applied his religious beliefs in his 
factories in England but didn’t care about 
the people in the West Indies. His cared 
more about money then he did about 
people. 

Interpretation A: Coe, The True History of 
Chocolate.

When chocolatier John Cadbury (1801–
1889) started a business in the early 
1830s, he was already campaigning for 
social injustice, helping child chimney 
sweeps, fighting against the horrors of 
animal cruelty, and other social problems 
Cadbury focused more on doing good 
then he did on making money. 

Interpretation B: Medal of Philanthropy, 
A sweet tradition of giving 



‘John Cadbury was a great man who made a positive impact on the 
world’ 

How far do you agree? 



Plenary: 

Why do people have different interpretations of History? 



In the 1520s only around 1000 people lived in 
Birmingham, Ark Victoria has more students than that! 
It was a small town but it did have some important 
businesses such as textile (cloth) and metalwork. As 
there were more jobs more people started to settle in 
the town, a century later the population had increased 
to 5000 people. 

How many people lived in 
Birmingham during the 16th 
Century?  
 
 
How many people lived in 
Birmingham during the 17th 
Century? 
 
 
 

In the 17th Century most people worked on farms in the 
countryside. They may have come to Birmingham to 
buy or sell goods at the market but it would have taken 
a long time to walk there if they were poor, if they were 
rich they would be able to travel by horse and carriage. 
Even though people in Birmingham were making more 
products, they did not do this in factories. In the 1600s 
the textiles and metalwork would have taken place in 
people’s homes. This was called “cottage industry”, a 
cottage is a place where you live. The work was 
performed in homes or sometimes in small workshops 
by individual spinners, weavers and dyers.  
 

What was life like in 
Birmingham during the 17th 
Century?  

This all changed around 1750 because of the Industrial 
Revolution. During the Industrial Revolution there were 
huge technological advancements which meant that 
people stopped working into small cottage industries 
and on farm and in factories instead. People moved to 
cities all around England because there were lots of jobs 
and opportunities. By 1899 over half a million people 
lived in Birmingham, it had become one of the most 
important cities in England.  

In which century did the 
Industrial Revolution happen?  
 
 
 
How many people lived in 
Birmingham in the 19th 
Century?  
 
 
 

This increase in population resulted in problems in the 
1800s. There was not enough good housing for 
everyone in Birmingham and so the poor lived in 
cramped, terrible conditions. This meant that there 
were lots of health problems and many people died 
from diseases like cholera and smallpox. In most 
factories the work was hard, the hours were long, and 

What was life like in 19th 
Century Birmingham?  



the pay was bad. This meant that many people lived in 
poverty.  
 
 

Nevertheless, there were also some positive changes. In 
1875 Birmingham Council started to make sure 
everyone had clean drinking water, this helped stop 
people dying of cholera. In 1882 Birmingham got 
electricity, in 1885 Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery 
opened and in 1900 Birmingham University was 
founded. The city we know today was starting to 
appear!  
 
 

What was life like in 19th 
Century Birmingham? 
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