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Context of work pack: This work pack will enable pupils to reflect and build on their 

knowledge of the Black Death, a major disease that spread throughout the world. Although 

pupils have previously looked at the Black Death in school, it is a good opportunity to practice 

using sources and reading comprehension as these are vital skills for historians.  Having a 

dictionary or online dictionary may also be helpful. The Black Death will appear again in GCSE 

History when studying medicine so understanding the way people were treated and tried to 

prevent the disease will be beneficial later in their school life. 

Questions for parents to support  

Why caused the Black Death? Which country did it come from? 

How did it spread across Europe? 

What did people believe caused it at the time? 

What are some symptoms of the Black Death? 

What are the three plagues that people could get? 

What are some treatments people tried? Were they affective? 

How did the Black Death affect life afterwards?   

Year 8 History work pack 

Slavery and Empire 

All tasks are highlighted in blue 

Guidance for writing is in purple 

Answer booklet for parents is separate. 
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Lesson 1 – Diagnostic Test 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brain dump – Mind-map everything you can remember about the Black Death from school 

lessons. 

• Think back to what you did last year, mind-map what you remember in your books. 

• What are you looking forward to doing in History this year 

 

 

   

LO: To complete a content diagnostic test 

Background information:  

The Diagnostic Test is made up of questions that are related to things you 
learnt last year. This test will allow your teachers to see where there are gaps 
in your knowledge to then support you in closing those gaps this year. 
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Task 1:  Complete the Diagnostic Test by answering the questions on the sheet. 

You have 20 minutes to complete it and then you will mark it.   

Name:  Date:  
 

History Diagnostic Test Year 8  

History Skills  
1 Put these dates into 

chronological order: 60BC, 
300BC, 10AD, 420AD, 87AD, 
2020, and 1993. 

 
 

 

2 Define what a secondary 
source is. 

 
 

 

3 Define what a primary source 
is. 

 
 

 

4 What does AD and BC mean?  
 

 

Total Marks out of 4:  

Contenders  
1 What problem did Edward the 

confessor’s death make? 
 
 

 

2 What was the name of three 
contenders to the throne of 
England? 

 
 

 

3 Which contenders to the 
throne were not from England? 
Bonus point: Where were they 
from?   

  

4 Which contender crowned king 
first? 

  

Total Marks out of 4:  

Battles  

1 What was the name of the first 
battle? 

  

2 Who was it between?   

3 Why did Harold Godwinson win 
this battle? 

  

4 What problem did Godwinson 
face after this battle?  

  

Total Marks out of 4:  
Battles  

1 What was the name of the 
second battle and what year 
did it occur?? 

 
 

 

2 Who was it between?   
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3 Name two types of soldiers 

from Williams and Harold’s 
army 

 
 

 

4 How did Harold Godwinson 
die? 

 
 

 

Total Marks out of 4:  
Aftermath  

1 What were the castles called 
that William built? 

 
 

 

2 How did William punish the 
North for rebelling? 

 
 

 

3 How did the Domesday book 
help William control England? 

 
 

 

4 What is the correct order for 
the feudal system?   

 
 

 

Total Marks out of 4:  
Total Marks out of 20:  

 

Review: summarise what you have learnt in today’s lesson by adding to you “Brain dump” 

at the start of the lesson using a different colour pen if you can. If there is anything you are 

not sure on you can write some questions below and email them to your teacher for more 

help.  
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Lesson 2 – British Empire 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brain dump – Mind-map everything you can remember from last lesson, check your work  

before moving on. 

 

 

 

 

 

LO: To explain why Britain wanted an Empire using 
significance 

Background information:  

Within this term we will be looking at the British Empire. We will look at what 
an Empire is, Why Britain wanted and Empire? The different countries/areas 
they colonised (took over) and by the end of the topic you will be able to 
decide whether Britain had a positive or a negative impact within its Empire. 
Today’s lesson will focus on What an Empire is and why Britain wanted an 
Empire. Throughout history, Britain had 2 major Empires. They began to 
establish overseas colonies in the 16th century (1500s). By 1783, Britain had a 
large empire with colonies in America and the West Indies. This 'first British 
Empire' came to an end after the American Revolution. However, in the 19th 
century, the British built a second worldwide empire, based on British sea-
power, made up of India and huge conquests in Africa. Within this half – term 
we will be focussing on the impact of the British Empire within the Caribbean.   

 

Key Vocabulary  

Empire – A group of countries ruled under one leading country. 
Colonies - The name of the countries within the Empire that are controlled 
by a more powerful country. 
Trade – To buy and sell goods or services between countries. 

Economy - The system of how money is made and used within a particular 
country. 
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Task 1: Using the two maps, write down answers to the following questions: 

• How has the Empire changed over time? 

• What does this show about the strength/power of Britain at the time? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

British Empire 1700 

By 1900, Britain ruled a quarter of all the people in the 
world.  

British Empire 1900 

Write here: 

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________ 
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Task 2: Read through all the different factors (sheet below). Using four colours, sort out the 
factors in the following categories: 

• Social (To do with people). 
• Economic (To do with money). 
• Power 
• Military (To do with the army/soldiers). 
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Task 3: Which factor do you think was the most significant (important) for Britain to want an 

Empire? Be prepared to explain why. Write your idea below: 

• Prompts 

• Economy (money) 

• Trade/Goods 

• Power/Control 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ideas 
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Task 4: Explain one reason why Britain wanted an Empire (Use your most significant factor) 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explain – Using the factor explain why this led 
Britain wanting an Empire and why that is the 
most significant– link back to the question 

Identify – Make your point by identifying the most 
significant factor as to why England wanted an 
Empire – Political, economic, social, power 

Description – Include background information of 
what an Empire is and using the factor you have 
chosen describe what Britain gained. 
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Review: summarise what you have learnt in today’s lesson by adding to you “Brain dump” 

at the start of the lesson using a different colour pen if you can. If there is anything, you are 

not sure on you can write some questions below and email them to your teacher for more 

help.  
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Lesson 3 – Britain’s economy and Slave Trade 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brain dump – Mind-map everything you can remember from last lesson, check your work  before moving on.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LO: To explain how significant the Slave Trade was for 
Britain’s economy 
 

Background information:  

From last lesson, we learnt what an Empire was and why Britain wanted an empire looking 
at economic, power, military and social factors. Today’s focus is going to look at Britain 
Empire within the Caribbean and how the Empire benefited from it.    
 
The first colonies of the British Empire were founded in North America (Virginia, 1607) and 
the West Indies (Barbados, 1625). In 1655, Jamaica was secured. British slave traders 
started supplying African slaves to the British colonies to work on Plantations. After 1700, 
the numbers of slaves being transported increased greatly. Around six million Africans 
were taken as slaves to the Americas, at least one third of them in British ships. It has 
been estimated that overall, about 12 million Africans were captured to be taken to the 
Americas as slaves. The developing slave-based industries made Britain rich and 
prosperous. 

 

Key Vocabulary  

Transatlantic Slave Triangle – Part of the global slave trade that transported between 10 

million and 12 million enslaved Africans across the Atlantic Ocean to the Americas from 

the 16th to the 19th century. 

Economy - The system of how money is made and used within a particular country. 
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Task 1: Read through the information sheet. On the map label the 

continents/countries/ocean involved in the triangle. Using the information label around the 

map what happened at each part of the journey. 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

M
ap
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Transatlantic Slave Triangle – Information sheet 

  

Europe - Britain 

• In Europe a group of rich business men would get together and buy or rent a ship and would load the 

goods popular in Africa such as cloth, guns, iron pots and pans, cheap bracelets, swords, kettles, 

alcohol. The slave ship will then set off from Europe and sailed to West Africa. 

West Africa 

• When the British get to West Africa, some slaves are captured directly by the British traders. The rest of 

the slaves come from the exchange of the goods they bought from England on their ships with the 

Tribal Chiefs. In 1700, a slave cost about £3-worth of traded goods, e.g. cloth, guns, gunpowder and 

brandy. 

• The slaves were marched to the coast in chained lines called coffles, where they were held in prisons 

called 'factories'. 

North America, South America or West Indies 

• The slave ship then takes a two-month journey and sails across the Atlantic Ocean to the West Indies, 

North America or South America – this leg of the journey is called the 'Middle Passage'. 

• In the West Indies the slaves are cleaned up and are sold at an auction to farmers called a 'scramble'. 

Some were sent to 'seasoning camps' to be trained to obey, often using brutal methods. The selling 

price of a slave in the West Indies in 1700 was £20, so there was a good profit to be had. 

• Some ships, then loaded up with sugar, cotton, tobacco and rum to sell in Britain, before making the 

voyage back home. The slave traders sell the goods to the cotton wearing, sugar loving, tobacco 

smoking public and make another huge profit.  
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Task 2: Reflect - Complete the Multiple choice questions 

Which place did the slavers set sail from first? 

America Europe Africa 

Slaves were traded in Africa for? 

Cloth, guns, iron pots and pans, 

cheap bracelets, swords, kettles 

and alcohol 

Money and slaves Sugar, cotton and tobacco 

What is the second part of the journey known as? 

The triple passage The second passage The middle passage 

Which 3 places were slaves sold in? 

Asia, Antarctica, Australia North America, South America, 

West Indies 

Birmingham, Coventry, London 
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Task 3: Read through the information and answer the question in the table to look at how 

the British Empire profited from slavery 

Following the European discovery of America, the 
British, along with other European nations, set up 
plantations growing mainly cotton and 
sugar.  People were needed to pick the crops.  The 
conditions were hard on plantations.  There were 
new diseases to cope with, the weather was often 
hot and, when crops failed (to grow), there was not 
always enough food for everyone.  Not many people 
were willing to work on the plantations in these 
conditions, so the British began using indentured 
servants from Britain for labour.  However, by 1619, 
enslaved Africans were introduced to British 
plantations because they were cheaper. Plantation 
owners could buy slaves outright. Slaves had no legal 
rights and had to work their whole lives without 
payment. Any children born to enslaved Africans 
became the slave owners’ property too. Purchasing 
slaves allowed plantations to make more money.  

What were conditions like on the plantations? Give 
examples. 

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
 
Why were enslaved Africans used in plantations? 

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
 
Explain why using enslaved Africans made the plantation owners 
more money and therefore making plantations more profitable. 

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________  

Traders benefitted greatly from the slave trade and 
could expect to earn up to 800% profit on their 
investment.  They made money not just from selling 
slaves but from the other parts of the trade triangle 
too.  All they needed was the initial investment to 
finance the ship, pay a strong crew to control the 
slaves, and buy the manufactured good they would 
eventually trade for slaves on the African 
coast.  Many MPs were slave traders and British 
slave traders were supported by monarchs.  Queen 
Elizabeth I was a business partner of John Hawkins 
who is known as the ‘Father of the Slave Trade’ as he 
was the first British slave trader.  King Charles II was 
a partner in the Royal African Company.  This 
transported 60,000 slaves from Africa between 1680 
and 1688.  Many of the slaves were branded with 
the letters DY when they were captured, after the 
man who ran the company: James, Duke of York (the 
future King James II).  

Why do you think many slave traders were members of 
parliament?  

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
 
In your opinion why did the Royal family of British Empire 
invest in the slave trade?  

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
 
What does this suggest about Britain’s attitude to the slave 
trade? 

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________  

It wasn’t just slave traders who benefitted from the 
slave trade.  Slave owners profited as they forced 
slaves to work all their lives without wages.  Many 
other Britons played a significant part in the slave 
trade and also made money from it- shipbuilders, 
ship owners (who allowed their ships to be used), 

Who else benefited from the Slave Trade?  Identify each 
type of person and explain how they benefitted. 

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
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bankers (who lent traders money), investors (who 
shared in the profits) and importers (who brought in 
the goods that slaves farmed).  Many other Britons 
were linked in other ways: dockworkers unloading 
ships full of cotton that slaves had grown; workers 
turning cotton into shirts; even the shop owners 
selling sugar and tobacco from the plantations.    

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
  

Whether directly or indirectly, all these people 
gained financially from slave trading. The British 
slave trade industry made approximately £60 million 
between 1761 and 1808, making Britain one of the 
richest and most powerful nations in the 
world.  Cities such as Bristol, London, Liverpool and 
Glasgow were built using money made through the 
slave trade. Many of the fine buildings in these cities 
were built on the profits of slavery: for example, 
Liverpool Town Hall, and the National Portrait 
Gallery in London were all paid for with the proceeds 
of slavery.  

How did life in Britain benefit from he money of the slave 
trade? 

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
do you think the slave trade profits made by Britain helped 
Britain and its empire become the most powerful empire in 
the world? Explain your thoughts. 

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
 
  

 

 

Task 4: Explain how significant the Slave Trade was for Britain’s economy 

Structure guidance 

• Identify: The Slave Trade had a short/ long-term impact on Britain's 
economy. 

• Describe: For example… 

• Explain: This was significant because 
 

Write below 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Review: summarise what you have learnt in today’s lesson by adding to you “Brain dump” 

at the start of the lesson using a different colour pen if you can. If there is anything you are 

not sure on you can write some questions below and email them to your teacher for more 

help.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

History Heroes: Explain what you think Britain would be like today if the Slave Trade 

had never existed 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 4 – Middle Passage 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brain dump – Mind-map everything you can remember from last lesson, check your work  

before moving on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LO: To describe the features of the Middle Passage and 
explain how it dehumanised enslaved Africans  

Background information:  

The journey from Africa to the New World of the Americas was called the Middle 
Passage. Slave ships usually took between six and eleven weeks to complete the 
voyage. Slave ships made large profits by carrying as many slaves as possible across 
the Atlantic to sell at auction. Therefore slaves were often tightly packed onto the 
ship to hold as many possible. It was expected that some would die but a large 
number would survive the voyage. A ship’s hold was cramped - only five feet high, 
with a shelf running round the edge to carry yet more slaves. The slaves were 
loaded in so close together that one captain described them as being 'like books on 
a shelf'. The more slaves that survived the voyage, the more money was to be 
made. Of the 11 million Africans that travelled the Middle Passage, it is estimated 
that 2 million died.In today’s lesson we will be looking at how slaves were 
dehumanised whilst on the ships. 
 

Key Vocabulary  

Middle Passage – The sea journey undertaken by slave ships from West Africa to the 

West Indies 

Dehumanise - to remove the human qualities/rights from a human and to prevent 

independent thought, feeling for other people, etc. To make them feel less human. 
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Task 1: The 2 images show the inside of the slave ships. Using the images annotate (label in 

detail) what you can see about the conditions of the ships and what the journey would have 

been like. 
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Task 2: Read through the sources using the information fill in the table looking at the 

conditions of the ship during the Middle Passage journey.
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Source What does it show you about the Middle Passage? Evidence from the source 

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
History Heroes: Explain why enslaved Africans were dehumanised during the Middle 

Passage 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
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Task 3: Reflect - Complete the Multiple choice questions 

How many slaves did one ship carry? 

454 slaves 464 slaves 474 slaves 

The journey on the ship lasted between... 

8 – 12 weeks 100 - 120 weeks 6 - 12 weeks 

Why were slaves forced to exercise? 

To keep them healthy For fun Because the slaves wanted 

to 

The word dehumanise means… 

To give human 

qualities/rights to a person 

and allow them independent 

thought, feeling for other 

people, etc. To make them 

feel more human. 

To remove the human 

qualities/rights from a 

human and to prevent 

independent thought, 

feeling for other people, etc. 

To make them feel less 

human. 

To provide them with wealth 

and shower them with 

presents. 

Task 4: Describe two features of the Middle Passage (4) 
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• Identify a feature  

• Describe what happened. Repeat this twice.  

Identify first feature: 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

Describe the feature by adding detail: 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Identify second feature: 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe the feature by adding detail: 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Review: summarise what you have learnt in today’s lesson by adding to you “Brain dump” 

at the start of the lesson using a different colour pen if you can. If there is anything you are 

not sure on you can write some questions below and email them to your teacher for more 

help.  

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 5 – Diagnostic Test and Mini –Checkpoint 
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Brain dump – You know have 15 minutes to mind-map everything you can remember from 

the last few lessons, check your work before moving on. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Task 1: Complete the diagnostic test – You have 20 minutes. DO IT WITHOUT LOOKING 

BACK! 

LO: To complete the diagnostic test and mini-checkpoint 

Background information:  

This lesson we will be completing a diagnostic test and a mini-checkpoint 
based on the lessons that you have previously completed. This will allow us to 
know what knowledge you have retained and what bits we need to go over. 
You will have 105minutes to revise, 20 minutes to complete the diagnostic 
test and 20 minutes to complete the mini-checkpoint activity. 
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Name:  Date:  

 

History Diagnostic Test Year 8  
British Empire  

1 What is an Empire?  
 

 

2 What is a colony?  
 

 

3 What was one reason Britain 
wanted an Empire? 

 
 

 

4 What is another reason Britain 
wanted an Empire? 

 
 

 

Total Marks out of 4:  

Britain’s economy and Slave Trade  

1 What were the three parts to 
the Transatlantic Slave 
Triangle? 

 
 

 

2 What things did slave traders 
take to Africa to trade? (Name 
3) 

 
 

 

3 How did the British economy 
benefit from the slave trade?   

  

4 Who else benefited from the 
Slave Trade? 

  

Total Marks out of 4:  

Middle Passage  
1 How many slaves did one ship 

carry? 
  

2 What does the word 
dehumanise mean? 

  

3 What word is used to describe 
the spread of people of African 
descent around the world? 

  

4 How long did the journey in the 
ship last?  

  

Total Marks out of 4:  

Previous Knowledge   
1 Name the two types of sources  

 
 

2 Who were the three 
contenders to the throne? 

 
 

 

3 Name the two battles that 
occurred in 1066 
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4 Who ended up ruling England 
after both battles? 

 
 

 

Total Marks out of 4:  
Total Marks out of 16:  

 
Task 2: Mini-Checkpoint. Answer the following question below. Explain how Britain 

benefitted from the slave trade. (Remember to use the correct structure, identify, describe, 

and explain. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Lesson 6 – Auctions and Plantation Life 
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LO: To explain how and why enslaved Africans were 
dehumanised during the Transatlantic Slave Trade 

Background information:  

Once enslaved Africans arrived in the Americas they were auctioned and became 
the property of the person that bought them. Families and friend were split up. 
Many enslaved Africans were taken to work on big plantations (farms). They were 
given new names by their owners and were forbidden to use to their old names or 
speak their own language. Many slaves were not allowed to read and write or 
worship as they wanted to.Enslaved Africans were set against each other by putting 
some in charge of the rest. Children as young as three would be sent to work.There 
were cruel punishments for breaking the rules or running away (dripping fat, neck 
rings, muzzles, removal of hands). The average life expectancy for a slave was only 
26 because conditions were so badThe type of life an enslaved African lived 
depended on his/her master; some slaves had a kind master but other masters 
were extremely cruel. As a result of the transatlantic slave trade, people of African 
descent are spread throughout the Americas and Western Europe. This is called the 
African Diaspora (to spread). 

Key Vocabulary  

Auction – usually a public sale of goods or property, where people make higher and 

higher bids of money for each item, until the item is sold to the person who will pay 

most 

Plantation – A large farm where coffee, sugar or tobacco is grown 

Overseer – a person whose job it is to make certain that slaves are doing the work 

correctly   

Dehumanise - to remove the human qualities/rights from a human and to prevent 

independent thought, feeling for other people, etc. To make them feel less human. 
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Brain dump – Mind-map everything you can remember from last lesson, check your work  

before moving on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 1: Using the image annotate around it what you can infer about slave auctions.  
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Task 2: Slave Auctions – Using the information answer the questions below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once a slave ship made it to the Caribbean, the cargo of slaves would be sold at auction. Slaves 

would have to be prepared first. The healthier they appeared to be, the higher the price they 

would fetch. 

Their skin was rubbed with oil to make them appear healthy. Flogging scars on the backs of 

unruly slaves were filled with tar to hide the signs of an ‘undisciplined’ slave. Older slaves often 

had their heads shaved to hide signs of grey hairs and make them appear younger. 

Different factors affected the price: 

• The condition of the slaves after the voyage. 

• The island they'd landed on. 

• How many other slave ships were in that particular port at the same time. 

There were 2 main ways to buy a  slave which was through an auction or a scramble. 

Auction - slaves were paraded in front of buyers and examined like cattle. They were then made 

to stand on an  auction box and buyers bid for them. They were sold to the person who paid the 

most. Unhealthy, unsold slaves  were left to die without food or water. 

Scramble - the slave trader would set a fixed price for his slaves. What happened next is 

described in source A: and below: 

Slaves were kept together in an enclosure. Buyers paid the captain a fixed sum beforehand. 

Once all the buyers had paid, the enclosure gate was thrown open and the buyers rushed in 

together and grabbed the slaves they wanted. This was often a terrifying experience for the 

slaves. Slaves left behind were called ‘refuse’. They were sold cheaply to anyone who would 

take them, often leading to their quick death. Slaves who resisted or fought back were sent to 

‘seasoning camps’. Some historians suggest that the death rate in the 'seasoning camps' was up 

to 50 per cent. 

Families were often split up and sold separately at 

auction. Once slaves were bough they would be 

branded and taken to farm or plantations to work. 

Branding 

Below are branding tools which were used to burn 

the initials of the new owners into the skin of the 

slaves to show ownership. 

Slaves were then often given new names 

by their new owners. These names were 

most likely English sounding names such 

as John. Slaves were not usually allowed 

to keep their African names or traditions.  
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Questions 

1. Explain what happened to the slaves once they arrived into the Caribbean? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Describe the two types of slave auctions (Identify and describe) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What happened to the slaves that were left behind? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What happened to the slaves that were disobedient? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What happened to slave families? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. How were the slave names changed? Why? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. How did Auctions dehumanise enslaved Africans? Why do you think slave traders did this? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 



33 
 

Task 3: Plantation Life – Using the two sources, describe one inference you can make about 

life on a plantation 

 

 "Another negro man was half hanged, and then burnt, for attempting to poison a cruel overseer (man who 

was in charge of making the slaves work). Thus, the wretched slaves faced such repeated cruelties that they 

despair, and, if they fight back against the tyrants, they are then murdered. These overseers are indeed for 

the most part persons of the worst character of any denomination of men in the West Indies. ” 

Source 1: Olaudah Equiano (a former slave) account of Plantations from his autobiography, written in 1789 

One thing I can infer from source 1 is: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

I know this because within the source it states: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

The cook never sent a dinner to my master’s table without fear and trembling; for if there happened to be a 
dish not to his liking, he would either order her to be whipped, or cram it down her throat till she choked. 

There was a planter in the country that had six hundred slaves. His extensive plantation was managed by 
well-paid overseers. There was a jail and a whipping post on his grounds. Various were the punishments 
resorted to. A favourite one was to tie a rope round a man's body, and suspend him from the ground. A fire 
was kindled over him, from which was suspended a piece of fat pork. As this cooked, the scalding drops of 
fat continually fell on the bare flesh.  

Harriet Jacobs (a former slave) from her autobiography Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl 

One thing I can infer from source 1 is: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

I know this because within the source it states: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  

 



34 
 

Task 4: Explain how and why enslaved Africans were dehumanised during the Transatlantic 

Slave Trade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Review: summarise what you have learnt in today’s lesson by adding to you “Brain dump” 

at the start of the lesson using a different colour pen if you can. If there is anything you are 

not sure on you can write some questions below and email them to your teacher for more 

help. 

  

Explain – Explain how and why the factor you have identified dehumanised enslaved 
Africans. 

Identify – Make your point by identifying one way enslaved African were dehumanised 
during the Transatlantic Slave Trade. (Use Middle Passage, Auctions or Plantation life) 

Description – Describe the factor you have identified using background knowledge. 
Describe what the word dehumanise means. 
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DNA:  

1.) Identify 3 ways enslaved Africans were dehumanised  

•   

•   

•   
2.) Identify and describe the two types of slave auctions 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

3.) Why was the slave trade and slavery profitable for Europeans? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Key Vocabulary:  

Unprofitable ________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
 

Abolish ___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

 

  

What was the impact of slave rebellions on the Transatlantic Slave Trade?   

LO: To explain how unprofitability helped abolish the slave trade 
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Unprofitability 

A very famous Economist, Adam Smith in 1776 wrote a book titled ‘The Wealth of a Nation’. Within this 

book Smith argued that using forced labour, or a slave to work on plantations was less profitable than 

paying a free man to work on a plantation. 

He made several arguments.  

1.) A person forced to work for no personal gain is less likely to work hard as there is no benefit to 

their efforts. Therefore, by paying a free man a wage based on the work he completes, he is 

motivated to work harder. More work equals more pay.  

2.) A slave, although does not earn a wage, does cost the owner in terms of maintenance. For example 

a slave will need to be fed, sheltered and looked after. This is at a cost to the owner. Whereas a 

free man, would have to use his wages to pay for food and shelter, as well as clothing etc. therefore 

it would be more cost effective to pay a man a wage rather than pay to ensure a slave’s health.  

 

 

1792 - Denmark bans import of slaves to its West Indies colonies, although the law only took effect from 1803. 
1807 - Britain passes Abolition of the Slave Trade Act, outlawing British Atlantic slave trade. 

1907 - United States passes legislation banning the slave trade, effective from start of 1808. 

1811 - Spain abolishes slavery, including in its colonies, though Cuba rejects ban and continues to deal in slaves. 
1813 - Sweden bans slave trading 

1814 - Netherlands bans slave trading 

1817 - France bans slave trading, but ban not effective until 1826 

1833 - Britain passes Abolition of Slavery Act, ordering gradual abolition of slavery in all British colonies.  

 

After 1792 countries in Europe and the Americas gradually began 
abolishing the Transatlantic Slave Trade. What is the difference 

between abolishing the slave trade and abolishing slavery?  

 

There are different reasons as to why the Slave Trade, and then Slavery itself was 

abolished. We can split the reasons up like this: 

P – public opinion   

A – Abolition movement 

U- unprofitable 

S – Slave rebellion 

E – Equiano’s actions.  

In todays lesson we will investigate Slave Rebellion and Unprofitability.  
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Task: using Smith’s theories, explain why owning slaves on plantations is less profitable.  

 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Slave rebellions also made slavery unprofitable  

In the plantations punishments were very cruel 
to try and stop enslaved Africans from rebelling. 
However, many tried to slow down the pace of 
work by pretending they were ill or breaking 
tools. This type of rebellion made the slave trade 
less profitable as their owners made less 
money.  

How did enslaved Africans on plantations make slavery 
unprofitable?  

___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________  

Despite the threat of punishments such as 
having a foot cut off, some enslaved Africans 
also ran away whenever possible. In the 
USA, many enslaved Africans were saved by the 
Underground Railroad. It wasn’t a real 
train, brave people helped enslaved Africans by 
transporting them to safe houses until they 
reached areas of America where slavery was 
banned. One former slave, Harriet Tubman 
helped over 300 people escape slavery by 
transporting them on the Underground Railroad. 
This made slavery unprofitable as plantation 
owners would lose their workers and spend lots 
of money trying to recapture enslaved Africans.   
  
  

What was the underground railway?  

___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 

 
How did the underground railway make slavery less profitable? 

___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________  
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Escaped enslaved Africans in Jamaica formed 
their own communities where they would be 
independent and free. They were called 
Maroons.  The Maroons would attack 
plantations and help other enslaved Africans 
who ran away. This was costing plantation 
owners lots of money so the British fought two 
wars against the Maroons.  Nanny of the 
Maroons was a great military leader, she used 
camouflage (leaves to hide her soldiers) and 
carried out lots of surprise attacks on the British. 
The British could not defeat the Maroons and so 
made a peace agreement. The Maroons kept 
their freedom but weren’t allowed to help 
anymore runaway enslaved Africans.   

Who were the Maroons? 

___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
What would the Maroons do?  

___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 How did the Maroons help stop slavery in Jamaica?  

___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________  

In 1811 in the German Coast uprising, 500 
enslaved Africans in America fought for their 
freedom. It was the biggest slave rebellion in 
American history. Charles Deslondes an 
enslaved African, led a small group of rebels to 
attack his plantation owner. They took guns 
from the house and marched to New Orleans. 
On the way hundreds of other enslaved Africans 
joined them, they wanted to create their 
community where they would have freedom 
and equality. The US army attacked the 
rebels with extreme violence. They 
cut the rebels into small pieces and displayed 
their body parts on plantations. They did this to 
scare other enslaved Africans and to stop any 
more rebellions. Nevertheless, slave rebellions 
continued in America, the most famous was Nat 
Turner’s rebellion in 1832. However, enslaved 
Africans did not win any of the battles as the US 
army was always too powerful.   

Describe the events of the uprising by Charles Deslondes.  

___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________  

 
Why did the US army use extreme violence against the rebels?  

 ___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________   

 

Final Task: explain how unprofitability and slave rebellion helped abolish the slave trade 

Identify a reason 

Describe the events 

Explain how the events described help make slavery less profitable.  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Plenary: bullet point all the reasons unprofitability led to the abolishment of the 

Slave Trade.  
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DNA:  

What did Adam Smith suggest about the slave Trade? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

How did enslaved Africans make slavery less profitable?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

How did slave rebellions make slavery less profitable? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

  What do you think is happening in 

this image?  

Bullet point your ideas here: 

•   

•   

•   

•   

•   

•  

 

 

 

 

 

How did the Haitian Revolution contribute to the abolition of the Slave Trade?  

LO: Explain how the Haitian revolution impacted slavery. 
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•   

•   

•   

•   

•   

•  

 

 

 

Task: answer the questions about the Haiti Rebellion.  

In French San Domingo slaves were used to 

grow crops. Every year 40 000 slaves arrived 

from Africa. It was cheaper to buy slaves, work 

them to death and then replace them, than to 

keep them alive to breed new slaves.   

Slaves were badly cared for and 

overworked.  They were beaten, starved, 

tortured and killed.  The death rate for slaves 

was the highest in the Americas. The island 

was described as the worst hell on Earth.    

  

  

Why would San Domingo see lots of slaves arrive from Africa?  

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

Why was French San Domingo described as ‘the worst hell on 

Earth’?   

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

Plantation owners used lots of methods to control enslaved Africans because they were afraid of 

rebellion. Losing control could have disastrous effects. But despite the punishments, enslaved Africans 

did resist (fight against slavery). They did this by: Working slowly, running away, helping others run 

away, learning to read and write and publishing books about their experience, rebelling against 

plantation owners.  

There was one slave rebellion which changed the slavery world. In 1791 Haiti was known as French 

Domingo, because it was a Caribbean island ruled by the French. It was also described as ‘hell on 

earth’ because the conditions for enslaved Africans were so bad.  

Toussaint L'Ouverture led the enslaved Africans to rebel against the French in 1791. By 1804 they had 

defeated the French and took control of the island.  Haiti emerged as the first black republic in the 

world, and the second nation in the western hemisphere (after the United States) to win its 

independence from a European power.  

How do you think the European 
slave powers felt about the Haiti 

Rebellion?  
What does this rebellion show to 

the rest of the enslaved Africans in 
the Caribbean?  
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In French San Domingo, there lived 

different groups.  White workers and white 

slave owners, free Africans; enslaved Africans 

and runaway slaves called Maroons.  The white 

population was around 40 000 and the slave 

population was around 500 000.  French San 

Domingo had a history of slave rebellions. 

White plantation owners used cruelty to 

control them. But there were still slave 

rebellions.   

Why was the makeup of the population dangerous for slave 

owners?   

 ___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

  

  

  

  

  

In 1789 the people of France rebelled against 

their king.  The people of France did not want 

to be ruled by a King.  They wanted ‘freedom, 

equality and brotherhood.’ These ideas spread 

to the French colony of French San Domingo, 

the enslaved Africans also wanted ‘freedom, 

equality and brotherhood.’ They were led by 

a former slave Toussaint L’Overture. On the 

enslaved Africans rebelled against the planters 

on August 21, 1791. By 1792 they controlled a 

third of the island.  Despite reinforcements 

from France, the area of the colony held by the 

rebels grew as did the violence on both sides.   

What happened in France in 1789?  

___________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

Why were slaves getting ideas of ‘liberty, equality and brotherhood’ 

dangerous for slave owners?  

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

What had happened by 1792? 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 
 

In 1793 Britain sent troops to help the white 

planters and take over the colony but the 

British also withdrew in 1798 after a series of 

defeats by L’Overture’s forces.     

  

By 1801 L’Overture expanded the revolution 

beyond Haiti, conquering the neighboring 

Spanish colony of Santo Domingo (present-day 

Dominican Republic).  He abolished slavery on 

the island.   

Napoleon Bonaparte, the new ruler of France, 

sent 43,000 French troops to 

capture L’Overture. L’Overture died in prison 

in 1803.    

Why did the British withdraw their troops? 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________  

How do we know L’Overture led a successful slave rebellion? 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________  
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But another former slave Jean-Jacques 

Dessalines, who was a former slave, led the 

revolutionaries against Napoleon’s forces at 

the Battle of Vertieres in November 1803.  The 

French forces were defeated.  On January 1, 

1804, Dessalines declared the nation 

independent and renamed it Haiti.  Haiti 

emerged as the first black republic in the 

world, and the second nation in the western 

hemisphere (after the United States) to win its 

independence from a European power.    

How did Haiti win its independence?  

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

Stories of the uprising spread, causing more 

slave rebellions across the world. In April 1816 

an enslaved African, Bussa's led the 

largest slave revolt in Barbadian history. But it 

was defeated by the British. It was followed by 

the large-scale rebellion in Demerara in 

1823 and by an even larger rebellion in 

Jamaica in 1831–32. Together these are 

often known as the "late slave 

rebellions".  Bussa's Rebellion was the first of 

three large-scale slave rebellions in the British 

West Indies that shook public faith in slavery in 

the years leading up to the abolition of 

slavery in the British Empire and 

emancipation (freeing) of former slaves.   

What impact did the Haitian Revolution have on the rest of the 

world?    

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 

Plenary: briefly explain how the Haitian helped change the attitude to slavery and the 

abolition of slavery. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slave_revolt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbadian_history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demerara_rebellion_of_1823
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demerara_rebellion_of_1823
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptist_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptist_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_West_Indies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_West_Indies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abolitionism_in_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abolitionism_in_the_United_Kingdom
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Final Task: “Unprofitability was the most significant reason for the abolishment of the Slave 

trade?  

What was the biggest reason for the abolition of slavery in the British Empire??  

LO: to explain the most significant reason for the abolition of the slave trade in the 

British Empire.  


