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AO3 Record ideas, observations and 
insights relevant to intentions as 
work progresses. 
 

Completing drawings, 
planning of your work, 
linking ideas, and 
carrying out primary 
research, all of which is 
relevant to your theme. 

AO4 Present a personal and meaningful 
response that realises intentions and 
demonstrates understanding of 
visual language. 

Create a final piece that 
ties together all of your 
previous work. 

Formal Elements 

There are 7 formal elements in Art and these form the visual language of Art.  

• Line 

• Tonal Value 

• Texture 

• Shape/pattern 

• Space 

• Colour 

In year 9, you will continue to use line, tone, texture, colour, form, shape and 

pattern, while also learning about space. 

 

GCSE Assessment Objectives  

 

We want you to start learning about and understanding the way that the art 

GCSE is structured. 

In year 9, you will learn about the second and final two assessment 

objectives, which are: 



  
Use of depth in tone can make a 2D object appear 3D.  

 

Using a range of tones, shade 

this shape to look like the 

shape on the left. 

Using a range of tones, shade this circle 

to look like the sphere on the right. 



  

Form refers to either an objects overall physical shape and the different elements that 

make up a 3D shape.  

 You can show an objects form through use of highlights and shadows in a 2D drawing 

making it appear 3D. 

 You can see that this drawing of an apricot branch shows 

accurate form as it looks 3D. 

Why would you say this is a good quality drawing? 

In the box to the right, 

draw these cherries, 

showing an accurate 

representation of their 

form. 

Use pencil to 

complete this task. 

 for 



Directional shading is where you follow the 

outline of the object while shading. You 

should shade an object to show the direction 

of the light source. 

 

   

In the space below, 

draw the ice cream, 

using directional shading 

to create a realistic 

drawing. There are lots 

of folds and creases so 

think about the shadows 

and highlights. 



  
Contour refers to creating lines that outline the change of tone within an 

object and show the objects form. 

 

Here you 

can see 

contour 

lines being 

used to 

describe 

the form of 

the circle. This example demonstrates 

how contour lines can be used 

as a way of mark-making to 

show the form of the fruit. This example is much 

more complex – you 

can see how the 

directions of the lines 

change to show the 

different folds and 

creases of this hand. 

Practice your contour shading in this 

space below by sketching the vegetables 

using contour lines. 



  

   

   

   

   

Now draw the close up image of the old lady’s hand, using contour shading, directional shading and all of 

your other drawing knowledge and skills. The grid method has been provided to help you. Use pencil for 

this task. 



  

Space refers to the area 

within, above, around or 

below an object. It is 

important in creating a visual 

understanding of both 2 and 3 

dimensions.  

Positive space refers to the area 

where the object is placed.  

Negative space is the space 

around and between an object.  

Positive space is the main focus 

area whilst negative space is the 

background.  

 

This is an artwork created my Keith 

Haring. It is a great example of 

positive and negative space. 

What keywords can you think of to 

describe this artwork? 

List them here: 



 

  

Create your own Keith Haring inspired drawing by using positive and negative space. He uses a lot of colour in his 

work but do not worry if you do not have colours – you can just use pen for this task. 

Think about your use of mark making – look at his use of marks and how he uses his positive and negative space. 

 

The aim of your 

artwork is to 

represent a time 

in your life, this 

could be a 

holiday, a day 

out with friends, 

anything that 

sparks a happy 

memory for you. 

Jot your ideas 

down in this 

thought bubble 

before creating 

your artwork 

below. 



 

 

  

The composition refers to the arrangement or placement of the different elements 

that make up the piece of Art. It is not the subject matter.  

The rule of thirds is a type of composition where an image is divided into equal thirds 

both horizontally and vertically. The main focal point of the image is placed along the 

intersecting points of the guidelines.   

 
Which of these three drawings do 

you think has the best 

composition? (circle your answer) 

Explain your answer here: 

On the next page, you must 

complete the grid drawing. Lightly 

sketch your outline in pencil before 

adding tone and texture to your 

drawing. Think about what grade 

pencil you use for this task. You 

should use at least a 2B pencil. 



 

   

   

   

   



 

  

A composition is balanced when the formal elements are distributed 

equally within the composition.  

 

This is the work of artist Wassily Kandinsky who is well-known for his abstract paintings. His pieces all 

have balanced compositions, where he uses line, shape and colour. 

Below is an example of how you could use different line to re-create a Kandinsky piece 

and understand how to create a balanced composition. 



  

Use the space below to re-create the black and white example on the previous page. You can 

use a variety of pens and pencils to create your artwork to create different lines. 

Use this box to 

practice your 

lines before you 

start if you’re 

not sure how to 

create them! 



 

 

  

A mandala is a complex abstract design that 

is usually circular in form. In fact, "mandala" 

is a Sanskrit word that means 

"circle". Mandalas generally have one 

identifiable center point, from which 

emanates an array of symbols, shapes and 

forms. Mandalas can contain both geometric 

and organic forms. 

Mandalas are symmetrical. 

In a symmetrical composition, the two halves of the image are exact mirror 

images of each other. Such a composition automatically creates a sense of 

harmony and aesthetic balance. 



  

Try to complete the mirror image 

of this mandala below. Complete 

in pencil first before going over it 

in pen to make it bold. 



 

 

  
Still life drawing is a type of drawing that artists 

do where they draw the objects that are in front 

of them. They arrange the objects how they 

would like them to look and then they draw them 

from life. 

 

This can be much more difficult than drawing 

from an image as you do not have the grid to help 

you! 

In the box to the 

right, practice 

drawing an object 

that is in front of 

you. This can be any 

object, big or small, 

whether it is a TV 

remote or a pencil 

sharpener. 

 

The key is to keep 

looking at your 

object.  You should 

look at your object 

every couple of 

seconds, more than 

you look at the 

paper! 



 

 

  

   

   

     

To help you develop your still life drawing skills, you must draw an image of a still 

life using the grid method. This will help you to notice the shapes of the objects 

more, and the spaces between and around the objects – this helps to determine 

if you have drawn your objects accurately. 

On the next page is a grid for you to complete your drawing. Do this in pencil. 

In the boxes below, using a pencil, add in the different tones you can pick out 

from the drawing. Use the shading technique for this. 



 

  

  

  



 

  

Use this space to draw your own still life. 

Find 3 objects that are personal to you and show your identity. Place them together in a composition that you 

like. 

Sketch out the base shapes first, before adding detail and tone. Use pencil to complete this task. 



 

 

  

Depth is the distance from front to back or near and far within a piece of artwork. 

Through exploring depth, you can make objects appear closer or further away.   

 

How has the artist created depth in the artwork above? 



 

  

Perspective refers to the creation of the illusion of something being 3D within a 2D study. This is 

done through using depth and space.  

Four different ways to create explore and create perspective are: 

• 1, 2 and 3 point perspective 

• Using tone to create depth and therefore perspective. 

• Aerial perspective (looking down on something from above, also known as birds eye view) 

• Foreground, middle ground, background – distance  

 
Here is an example of using tone to 

create depth. The background, middle 

and foreground are all different 

shades of blue creating depth and 

perspective within the picture.  

 

Copy this image of the mountains into 

the space below. Use different tones 

to create depth within your drawing. 

Use pencil for this task. 

 



One point perspective 

One point perspective is a drawing method that shows how things appear to get smaller as they 

get further away, converging towards a single 'vanishing point' on the horizon line.  

This is a measured mathematical perspective. 

It requires accuracy….a sharp pencil and ruler. 

 

 

  

Start with drawing a basic room (the 

example on the top right) 

1. DRAW A RECTANGLE FOR 

THE BACK WALL. 

2. PUT A SMALL DOT 

(VANISHING POINT) IN THE 

MIDDLE/CENTRE OF THE 

WALL. 

3. WITH A RULER DRAW 

ORTHOGONAL/DIAGONAL 

LINES FROM THE VANISHING 

POINT TO THE EXACT 

CORNER OF THE 

RECTANGLE. 

4. WINDOWS ETC NEED TO BE 

VERTICAL AND THE TOPS 

JOINED TO THE VANISHING 

POINT. 

 



 

  

Now let’s make it a bit more difficult – using one point perspective, 

draw the street view above on the next page. 

• Think about the guideline from the previous task 

• The buildings are like cubes 

• The lines should be parallel to one another. 

  

 



 

  

Flip your page for this task. Use a pencil and a ruler. 



 

  

Two point perspective 

Similar to one point perspective, two point perspective shows how things appear 

to get smaller as they get further away, converging towards TWO 'vanishing points' 

on the horizon line.  
 

Using the example below, follow 

these instructions to draw it. 

1. DRAW A HORIZON LINE 

2. DRAW TWO VANISHING POINTS 

EITHER END OF  THAT HORIZON LINE 

3. DRAW A VERTICAL LINE IN THE 

MIDDLE…ABOUT 8CM. 

4. CONNECT THE VERTICAL LINE TO 

THE VANISHING POINTS. 

5. DRAW MORE VERTICAL LINES TO 

CREATE YOUR BUILDINGS. 

6. THEN SHORT VERTICAL LINES THAT 

JOIN TO THE VANISHING POINTS 

FOR WINDOWS AND DOORS. 

 



 

  

Flip your page for this task. Use a pencil and a ruler. 



 

  

Three point perspective 

Similar to one point perspective, two point perspective shows how things appear 

to get smaller as they get further away, converging towards THREE 

'vanishing points’ – two on the horizon line and one above. 
 

Here you can see the two vanishing 

point on the horizon line, with the third 

vanishing point below, in the center of 

the horizon line, making a triangle 

shape. 

On the next page, use all of your 

knowledge to re-create the three point 

perspective drawing. 

If you can, you could also watch 

YouTube videos to help you. 



 

  



 

  

Distortion in art means using obscure 

viewpoints and to change the shape of 

something so it looks strange or natural. 

Using distortion in portraiture can be used to portray different 

themes such as identity and mental health.  Use these artworks as 

inspiration to create your own distorted portrait on the next page. 

Draw in pencil then use any media to add tone to your study.  

The painting to the left is by the artist Alex 

Garant who creates distorted portraits by 

layering facial features over the portrait, making 

your eyes go funny! 



 

  



 The atmosphere of an artwork is the feeling or mood 

created within the work using a range of techniques such as 

composition, colour, movement, tone, mark making and 

perspective.  

 

List keywords for each painting that 

come into your mind while you look 

at them. These words can be to do 

with the colour, shape, composition, 

anything about the artwork that you 

think creates a mood. 



  

How do you think an atmosphere can be created using 

mark making and tone? 

Create a drawing from imagination, using an element of perspective drawing or mark-making. Make it 

atmospheric through applying a strong tonal range.  



 


