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DNA: Use the space below to write what you already know about WW1. 

 

 

Lesson 1: Did the death of one-person cause WW1? 
LO: To evaluate the balance of power in Europe.  
 
 
 
 
 Background information: 

Welcome to year 9 history. This term we are going to study The First World War (1914-1919). This war changed 
many aspects life and society. This term we are going to examine what cause the outbreak of the war. Our first 
enquiry question will therefore be: Did the death of one-person cause WW1? 

To start this topic, we must first understand how the First World War started. To do this we are firstly going to 
investigate what Europe was like before the war. In today’s lesson we are going to investigate the ‘balance of 
power’ which was a system that was intended to secure peace in Europe.  
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 Look at the two maps of Europe the one of the top is from before WW1 and the one on the bottom is after WW1.  

What differences can you see on the map? Circle or highlight key things such as countries that did not exist before 

or areas that have gotten larger or smaller.  
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To understand the balance of power we are going to read a summary of what it was and why it was 

created.   

You will then use the information to answer the questions. 

The balance of power in Europe:  

The 19th century was a time when Europe saw constant wars and military action taking place. The wars 

ranged in size and purpose. In many cases they involved smaller nations trying to gain independence from 

large empires. One such example would be the Greek War of independence in which Greece successfully 

fought for independence from the Ottoman Empire (1821-1832). As well as these large empires would also 

fight each other for new land and power. Perhaps the most important would be the Napoleonic Wars 

(1803-1815) in which the French almost gained control of all of Europe apart from Russia.  

Establishing the ‘balance of power’  

It was after the Napoleonic wars in 1815 during a congress in Vienna when the European powers decided 

there must be some effort made to maintain a lasting peace. France suffered a huge loss and was no 

longer seen as one of the most powerful European nations. All the nations involved agreed they would 

accept the current geographical layout of Europe. More importantly, it was decided that a ‘balance of 

power’ would be used to maintain peace.  

The balance of power was a system were each country matched the military strength of the countries 

around them. In theory this would mean that no country was ever able to invade another as they were 

equal in strength. 

The major nations that were responsible for the balance of power were Great Britain, The Austrian 

Hungarian Empire, Prussia and Russia. France would now focus its efforts on restoring its national strength 

and honour after being defeated in the Napoleonic wars.   

Limitations and issues with the balance of power:   

While the balance of power was ambitious with mostly good intentions to stop constant fighting in Europe 

it was not a sustainable system for long term peace. Firstly, the congress in Vienna had not considered the 

numerous countries that were increasingly demanding independence from Empires such as Austria 

Hungry. By agreeing not to change the map of Europe anymore these smaller nations would still be forced 

to demand their freedom, risking outbreaks of war. 

As we have just seen Europe before WW1 was made up large empires and countries and lots of smaller 
countries. France, Austria-Hungry, the Ottoman Empire and Great Britain were considered the most powerful 
nations in Europe during this time. Tension existed in all the countries. Larger nations such as France were 
always looking to increase their land and power. Smaller nations were often fighting for independence as well. 
Because of this there were constant conflicts across Europe in the 1800s.  
 

To establish some sort of peace the leading powers in Europe at the time devised a system called: The balance 
of power. 
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As well as this the very nature of a ‘balance of power’ is dangerous. It relied on all the countries matching 

each in terms of military power. This meant that if one of these nations, or a new nation suddenly became 

much stronger the other countries in Europe would become extremely paranoid and fearful of an invasion. 

This is exactly what happened in 1871 when several small countries united to become a major European 

power: Germany.  

 

Questions – Write answers in full sentences in your books.  

1. What type of conflicts were occurring in Europe during the 1800s?  

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
2. What was one of the most important wars in Europe? Include the dates of the war in your 

answer. 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
 

3. What did this conflict almost result in?  

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Where and when was the conference in which the European powers decided to try and find a 

way for long term peace?  

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Summarise the idea behind the balance of power. 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
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6. What key issue did the balance of balance not solve? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
 

7. Why else was the balance of power not sustainable in a long-term way? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
 

8. What country came into existence in 1871?  

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Task 5: Complete the knowledge check below. Circle or highlight the correct statement.  

Why was the balance of power formed?  

Answer 1: 

Major powers like Great Britain 

wanted to focus on their global 

empires. 

Answer 2: 

Aggressive action from Russia made 

other European powers afraid.  

Answer 3: There were constant wars 

in Europe, and France almost took 

complete control over Europe 

during the Napoleonic Wars. 

Defined simply the balance of power was:  

History Heroes: Apart from building their own armies how else might countries make 
sure they were safe from invasion?  
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The idea that each country would 

have a similar military strength to 

those around them. This would stop 

any country being able to invade 

another. 

Making sure each country in Europe 

had a similar economy and industry.  

An agreement that no other country 

in Europe would grow.  

Who were the major nations involved in the balance of power? 

France, Italy, Russia and Austria 

Hungary 

Great Britain, The Ottoman Empire 

and Russia.   

Great Britain, Austria Hungary, 

Prussia and Russia. 

What issues did this system have for maintaining peace? 

Not all of the countries in Europe 

agreed to it.  

If one of the powers or a new 

country in Europe suddenly became 

more powerful it would throw the 

balance off and create major 

tensions across Europe. 

It was agreed the idea should only 

be tested for 10 years. 

 

 

 

 

Give yourself 30 seconds to think about the question below and then write your ideas. Be prepared to 

share your ideas.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 How do you think a country such 
as France would react if another 
European country suddenly started 
to become very powerful?  
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For your final activity write your own summary of the Balance of Power in 20th Century Europe. 

You must follow the following structure: 

1. Define: The Balance of Power.  

2. Explain why it was created.  

3. Identify the key countries involved.  

4. Explain why the balance of power was not a sustainable way to maintain peace. 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 
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DNA: Describe what happened to France in the balance of power.  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

What was the newest country in Europe at the time?   

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

What was the potential problem with the balance of power? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 2: Did the death of one man cause WW1? 
 LO: Explain how the unification of Germany effect the balance of power in 
Europe?  
 

In 1871 the many small Germany countries unified and the modern Germany that we know of today came into 
existence. The arrival of this new and huge country bought new challenges to maintain peace in Europe. As we 
discussed last lesson with the arrival of a new powerful country the balance of power that had been established 
was thrown off. This resulted in a major increase in tensions between Germany and other countries, especially 
France and Great Britain who both saw this new nation as threat. Historians have agreed that unification of 
Germany is central to understand why the First World began.  

 

In today’s lesson we are going to look at the consequences of German unification and assess why France and Great 
Britain both felt threatened.  
 

 
Unification:  

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

Franco – Prussian 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________ 
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Give yourself 30 seconds to think about the question below and then write your ideas. Be prepared to 

share with the rest of the class.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What might have caused the 
Germanic countries in Europe to 
unite into one nation?  
 

Think about what can unify people 
towards a common cause/goal. 

Germany unified in 1871 after the Franco-Prussian war of 1870. The war saw France fight against Prussia, the 
largest of the German countries that existed at that time.  
As France was one of the greatest powers in Europe, Otto Von Bismarck a Prussian politician called on the other 
Germanic countries such as Austria to join in the war effort to help win the war. His idea was a complete success 
and the united Germanic countries achieved victory over the French who were now humiliated.  
 

With the victory of this war the Prussian leader Otto Von Bismarck was able to show the potential might of a 
united Germany and he convinced the German countries to unify and form one central government. The first 
ruler of Germany was Kiser Wilhelm I who was the king of Prussia before unification.  

Kiser Wilhelm I, first emperor of 
Germany.  
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Complete the true or false activity on German unification. Circle either true or false for each statement.  

 

 

Germany unified in 1871. 
 

  

Prussia was the second 
largest German country. 
 

  

Otto Von Bismarck used 
a unified Germany to 
defeat the French. 
 

  

Otto Von Bismarck was 
the first emperor of 
Germany.  
 

  

 

 

Give yourself 30 seconds to think about the question below and then write 

your ideas. Be prepared to share with the class.  
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

 You are now going to examine specific consequences of German unification that effected relations with 

France and Great Britain and the balance of power in Europe.   

To do this, read through the primary sources on ways in which Germany created tension with Great 

Britain and France and sort them into the table one example has been done for you.   

While the first emperor of Germany Wilhelm I fostered good relations with our country and it was believed 

we could use Germany to keep a balance of power in Europe against the French and Russian. However, his 

death and the arrival of his son, Wilhelm II as new lord of Germany seems to have changed this.  

Wilhelm II has a very aggressive view on foreign policy, we believe he wants a global empire of his own. 

Shockingly after the death of 65 British soldiers in our South African colonies by the local Boer people, 

Wilhelm sent a letter congratulating the Boer fighters and their leaders! I believe we must prepare for a 

potential conflict with Germany if they continue to undermine our empire’s control.  

Source A, Extract from a British government report on Germany. 

Shock waves were felt across Europe yesterday after the French were forced to surrender to the new united 

Germany after their troops surrounded Paris. To the outrage of many French people the government was forced to 

give the land of Alsace Lorraine which borders both countries. The future for the French is uncertain, but there is no 

doubt they will do everything they can to regain this lost land for the Germans to restore their honour.  

What does this source tell us 
about relationships with 
Germany by the other 
European countries?   
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Source B, Newspaper article on the surrender of France in the Franco-Prussian War.  

Losing the land to the Germans was one thing, but now we have been forced to pay 5 billion Frank to Germany. This 

alongside the fact that Alsace Lorraine made up 20% of our mining and steel production will but a huge strain on our 

economy, while on the other hands with this income and new lands we expect the German economy and industry to 

boom!  

Source C, Extract of French politician’s diary expressing his concerns for the French economy.   

We have been monitoring German steel production since 1871 and it paints a grim picture. The huge country has 

expanded its steel output with great speed. Their factories are without a doubt more advanced and capable. We 

noted that in 1893 the Germans were officially creating more steel. Now as I write this account in 1914 I regret to 

say that Germany is producing more than twice the steel of our great nation. The country now dominates the steel 

industry and sells it across Europe.  

Source D, Report from a British steel industry representative to the British Government in 1914. 

Kaiser Wilhelm II continues to create tensions and shatter the balance of power in Europe and across the globe. 

There can be no doubt he is trying to match or even over take our naval superiority! Our great empire is made 

possible by our navy, this is no secret. In 1906 we built our first Dreadnought a new type of warship, and the 

German’s responded by building their own! This growing arms race seems proof that Germany has plans to take the 

British place as ‘ruler of the waves’ and I wonder when the government will finally step up and do something about 

this! It is not just with ships that this country challenges us, they are making guns and cannons as well training 

thousands of soldiers in their armies. What else could this suggest over than their plan for a war soon?  

Source E, Newspaper article on the growing German naval strength. 

The Moroccan crisis has proved that we cannot trust Germany! Wilhelm’s support for the sultan of Morocco plea for 

independence was a direct attempt to undermine French rule in the area! And trust me, they will try to do the same 

in British colonies too. I tell you our great nations must stick together and treat Germany with extreme caution and 

watchfulness. I believe it will not be long until diplomacy will fail, and Germany will attempt to wage a war against 

us. I hope we can count on your support should that happen. Letter sent by the French President to the British Prime 

Minister in 1905. 

 

Causes of tension for France Causes of tension for Great Britain  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source A: Initially Britain and German relations were 
quite good. Britain felt Germany would keep Europe 
secure from France. Wilhelm II however was more 
aggressive than his father. He congratulated Boer 
soldiers for killing British troops. This suggest they 
wanted to undermine the British empire.  
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Plenary Explain how the unification of Germany effect the balance of power in 

Europe. Add lines. Steps to successes. Reason – evidence – model on PPT 
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DNA: Answer the following questions:  

How did the relationship between UK and Germany change following German unification?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

What was the aim of the new German Kaiser, Kaiser Wilhelm II? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Following the unification of Germany tensions in Europe began to increase until they reached a breaking point 
which resulted in World War 1. Historians have since argued that there were 4 M.A.I.N causes for these increased 
tensions and the war. Militarism, Alliances, Imperialism and Nationalism. 

In today’s lesson we are going to examine Imperialism and Nationalism in detail to understand how they helped 
increase tensions between European countries.  

Lesson 3: Did the death of one man cause WW1? 
LO: Explain how nationalism and imperial rivalry increased tension in Europe  
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Give yourself 30 seconds to think about the question below and then write your ideas. Be prepared to 

share with the rest of the class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

Why would imperialism increase 
tensions between European powers? 
 
Use the two sources below to help 
you.   
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Now read through this short summary of imperialism and answer the two questions: 

European powers like Britain, France, Russia and Austria-Hungary thought that they were greater than others. They 

felt that they had the right to rule over other nations which were not as advanced or were seen as not as civilised as 

white European countries, and so began to conquer other lands and build an empire. This is called imperialism. The 

European nations had conquered most of the rest of the world.  The countries they ruled were called colonies. Other 

nations such as Germany also wanted big empires, this caused the European powers to start seeing each other as 

threats to their own empires as they would compete for the same territory, for example Africa.  

Why did European powers like France Britain believe they should rule other countries? How does this link 

to nationalism?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

What was imperial rivalry? Why would this increase tensions in Europe? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read through the short summary of Nationalism and answer the two questions: 

During the 1800s across Europe countries, saw a growing sense of pride in their own country. Some nations like 

Great Britain had established huge empires and enormous wealth through trade and extracting natural resources. 

Germany on the other hand had defeated France and unified into a new nation that wanted to prove its strength. 

This growing national pride created a toxic environment in which countries wanted to prove they were stronger or 

better than others. Often leading to beliefs of superiority over other nations and races. Leaders of countries felt the 

best way to prove they were the greatest was by having wars and defeating their rivals. This resulted in increased 

hostility and rivalry between nations and a stronger will to protect national interest even if it led to war.  

Why was nationalism growing in countries like Britain and Germany? How does this link to 

imperialism?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

Why was nationalism causing growing tensions in Europe?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 
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Read through the short summary of militarism and answer the two questions below: 

By the late 1800s and early 1900s there was a strong policy of growing military power in European countries this is 

known as militarism. This meant that European countries were always ready for war, there was after all, no point 

having a large army unless you were going to use it! In part militarism was caused by growing national pride which 

lead people to feel that war was good for a nation. The balance of power also meant countries were constantly 

trying to match the strength of their neighbours. This resulted in an extreme sense of paranoia, Great Britain for 

example began to become extremely paranoid about Germany as they wanted to grow their navy to match the 

British, which was the largest in the world. Another issue with militarism was it caused nations to make lots of 

alliances to further increase strength. This meant if two countries went to war, there was the chance many other 

nations would be dragged into the conflict due to their alliances. For example, Britain had made an alliance with 

Russia.  

Why was militarism so common in Europe at the time? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

Why did militarism increase tensions in Europe?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

We can now look at sources to see specific examples of these three factors creating tensions between the 

European powers. 

To do this, look at the sources below and use them to fill in the table for evidence about Imperialism, 

Nationalism and Militarism. The first source has been done for you. 

Imperialism Nationalism Militarism  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source 1: Germany must 
have a powerful fleet to 
protect commerce and her 
interest in distant seas.  
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Source 1: Kaiser Wilhelm II gave an interview to the Daily Telegraph that was published on 28th October 1908. 

Germany is a young and growing empire. She has a world-wide commerce which is rapidly expanding and to which 

the legitimate ambition of patriotic Germans refuses to assign any bounds. Germany must have a powerful fleet to 

protect that commerce and her interests in even the most distant seas. She expects those interests to go on 

growing, and she must be able to champion them stubbornly in any quarter of the globe. Her horizons stretch far 

away. 

Source 2: Sir Edward Grey, Britain's foreign secretary, wrote an article in response to the comments made by Kaiser 
Wilhelm II in the Daily Telegraph (November 1908) 

The German Emperor is ageing me; he is like a battleship with steam up and screws going, but with no rudder, and 
he will run into something some day and cause a catastrophe. He has the strongest army in the world and the 
Germans don't like being laughed at and are looking for somebody on whom to vent their temper and use their 
strength. After a big war a nation doesn't want another for a generation or more. Now it is 38 years since 
Germany had her last war, and she is very strong and very restless, like a person whose boots are too small for 
him. I don't think there will be war at present, but it will be difficult to keep the peace of Europe for another five 
years. 
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Source 3:  https://webs.bcp.org/sites/vcleary/ modernworldhistorytextbook/wwi/section_2/nationalism.html 

The German General Friedrich von Bernhardi declared, “We must secure German nationality and German spirit 

throughout the globe that high esteem which is due them and up till now has been withheld from them” 

Source 4: http://www.theriddleofthesands.com/the-invasion-of-1910-by-william-le-queux/ 

During the late 1800’s and early 1900’s many writers were writing “invasion literature”. These books would 
include stories of enemy forces invading homelands. For example William Le Queuex wrote “the invasion of 1910” 
in 1906. They story includes a successful invasion of Britain by German forces. The failure of the British 
government to prepare for a possible invasion is repeatedly mentioned.  It is also pointed out that the invasion 
might have been counteracted more easily if every able-bodied man had had military training. Le Queux himself 
stated that one of his aims was to “bring home to the British public vividly and forcibly what really would occur 
were an enemy suddenly to appear in our midst” 

 

 

Source 5: Italian cartoon (1915) – Kaiser 

Wilhelm II 

http://www.theriddleofthesands.com/the-invasion-of-1910-by-william-le-queux/
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For your final activity answer the question below:  

Which was more significant, nationalism or imperialism towards the causes of war? 

Structure for answer: 

Identify which factor you think is the most significant.  

In my opinion I think nationalism/imperialism was more significant to the cause of World War 1.  

Describe what that factor is. 

Imperialism/Nationalism is… 

Explain why you think this.  

I think this because… 

Use evidence from the sources to prove your point. 

For example, in source…. 

This shows that… 

 

 

Source 6: http://www.theriddleofthesands.com/the-battle-of-dorking/ 

“The Battle of Dorking” was published anonymously in 1871. In the tale, a battle takes place at Dorking between 
the invaders and British defenders. The story caught the public imagination. There was no immediate military 
response but in the 1880s forts were erected on Box Hill and Ranmore. Lord Ashcombe, locations in the tale. 
Though its notoriety arose from the concerns of its time – the birth of a unified Germany, the unfitness of the army, 
and the development of new means of transport and communication – the tale had a long life in public 
consciousness in both Britain and Germany. As British citizens began to fear an invasion from Germany.  

 

Source 7: a table showing the number of 

soldiers and warships each country had 

before the war and a graph showing how 

much was spent on countries military 

across 14 years. 

http://www.theriddleofthesands.com/the-battle-of-dorking/
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



23 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DNA: fill in the missing boxes 

Key Word Definition/description 

Militarism   
 

 
 

a feeling of pride in your own country 

 a system in which one government or person rules a group of other 
countries. 

Alliance   
 

Germany  
 

 

Task 1.  Watch the video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OfO7TduevHA&ab_channel=HistoryHit 

While watching the video clip, answer the questions, you will have to watch the video 

several times to complete the questions.  

1.) What did the Arch Duke Franz Ferdinand say before his visit to Sarajevo? What does this 

suggest about the views of Bosnians towards him? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

2.) What was special about this day? How did this make the Serbs feel? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

3.) What was along the route Ferdinand was taking? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Lesson 4 of Enquiry:  Did the death of one person cause World War 1?  
LO: to explain how an assassination triggered the start of World War one.  

World War One was caused by a mixture of long and short-term causes. You have studied 
the long term causes in previous lessons. In this lesson we will look at the short-term 
cause or trigger of WW1. The trigger began with the assassination of Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand of Austria Hungary, in a town called Sarajevo. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OfO7TduevHA&ab_channel=HistoryHit
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4.) Why did the terrorists want to kill Archduke Franz Ferdinand? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

5.) Who supplied the weapons to the terrorists? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

6.) What happened to the Archduke when they drove past Cabrinovic? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

7.) What causes the Archduke’s car to be where Gavrilo Princip is? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

8.) How did Princip kill the Archduke? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  



25 
 

Now we know the story of the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand. How did this 

cause the countries of Europe to declare war on each other? 

Task 2: now we will investigate how the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand 

triggered the alliance system, causing Europe to plunge into war.  

 

 

 

Jan 28th 1914 

The next in line to the throne of Austria-Hungary has been shot and killed by a Serbian terrorist named 

Gavrilo Princip. The Archduke’s wife Sophie was also shot and killed, she was pregnant. This did not happen 

in Serbia, but in Sarajevo. This is the capital city of Bosnia, which is part of the Austro-Hungarian empire. 

Gavrilo Princip belonged to the Black Hand gang. They wanted Bosnia to be freed from Austria Hungary’s 

control, and they wanted Bosnia to unite with Serbia. Austria blames the Serbian Government for this 

attack. 

Using the information given by each country’s representative, fill in the table showing how each country 

was brought into World War One. 

SERBIA  
I am Serbia. I am a small country in the Balkans near to 
Russia. 
We want all the Slav people in the Austro-Hungary 
Empire to be free and independent. Russia will help us 
with this as some Russians are also Slavs. 
We have a group of terrorists who are fighting for Slav 
freedom. They are secretly being given weapons by the 
Serbian government. 

A Serbian terrorist shot Arch duke Ferdinand the heir to 
the Austrian throne. This was because 

___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
why did Russia and Serbia have close connections? 

___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY 
I am Austria- Hungary. I am made up of many countries. 
We have a large Empire, but it is beginning to fall apart 
because some of the countries we control are fighting 
for their freedom. 

Who did Austria-Hungary blame for the assassination? 

___________________________________ 
Why?  

___________________________________ 

What does this source suggest about 

the causes of WW1? Pay attention to 

the names on the soldiers. 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

_ 
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We blame the Serbian government for shooting Arch 
Duke Ferdinand. Gavrilo Princip was a Serbian man, and 
the Serbian government are rumoured to have given 
the Serbian terrorists weapons.  
We are worried about Russia; they are much bigger 
than us.  Russia is our main Rival and they will support 
any country in the area who tries to break free from our 
empire, including Serbia.  Russia wants our land 
We have a pact with our neighbours, Germany. We will 
protect each other. 

___________________________________ 
Which country were Austria-Hungary worried about 
and why? 

___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
 

RUSSIA 
I am the largest country in the world.  
My leader is not very good, the people of Russia are 
starving, and their living conditions are poor. Industry is 
also weak. 
But, we want to make Russia bigger. This means 
increasing our influence in the Balkans (This is the area 
next to Russia which includes Serbia).  
We will protect people in this area because our people 
are very similar.  They are all from the Slavic race. This 
means we are all Slavs. 
I am worried that Austria Hungary has a lot of influence 
in the Balkans. They are our main rivals.  
We have agreements with France and Britain to protect 
each other. 
 

What does Russia want?  

___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
Which type of person will Russia protect? And why?  

___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
 
Which country is Russia worried about and why?  

___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 

GERMANY 
I am Germany. I have only been a single country since 
1871, before this I used to be lots of little countries.  
I am growing bigger and stronger all the time. I want to 
become a world power. I am building a large Navy and a 
strong army, and I can produce lots of Iron and Steel. 
 
I don’t like Britain because they have a lot of money 
and a bigger Empire.  
I took part of France a few years ago in a war. This part 
of France was called Alsace-Lorraine.  
I am also worried because France and Russia are on 
either side of me; if they are both unfriendly to me I will 
be in trouble. I need friends to help me.  
I have made a deal with Austria-Hungary. We will 
protect each other. 
If we are invaded, we will attack France through 
Belgium. 

What has changed and is still changing in Germany?  

___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
Which countries is Germany worried about? And why? 

__________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 

 
Which country has Germany promised to protect? 

___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
 
What will Germany do if they are invaded? 

___________________________________  
FRANCE 
I am France. Until 40 years ago (1871) I was one of the 
most powerful countries in the world.  
I used to have the largest Empire in Europe when 
Napoleon was in charge of us.  
A few years ago, Germany took some of my country in a 
war. This part of the country was called Alsace and 
Lorraine. I want it back, and I want revenge for this.  
I have a long negative history with Germany, and we 

What has recently changed to France? 

___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
Why does France have issues with Germany? 

___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
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have been fighting to control Europe for centuries. 
I have desperately been getting Russia to become my 
ally, and Britain to become my friend. (I have an 
'Entente Cordiale’ with Britain, which is almost as good 
as an alliance…). 

 

 
What connections does Russia have with other 
countries?  

___________________________________ 
___________________________________  

BRITAIN 
I am Britain. I have a very large Empire.  I have been the 
main industrial power since the start of the industrial 
revolution.  
I am worried that Germany is getting stronger and 
stronger. They can produce more Iron and Steel than 
Britain and this means they could produce more 
weapons they us.  
Germany are also trying to expand their empire – they 
may try to attack our Empire, or they might try to 
invade their neighbours, France. 
People in Britain do not like Germany. They believe that 
the Germans are preparing to destroy the British 
Empire. We promise to help France if Germany tries to 
attack them. 
A long time ago in 1839 we also promised to help 
Belgium if Germany attacked  
We also have a deal with Russia. We promise to help 
Russia if they are attacked. 

What is good about Britain? 

___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
Which country is Britain worried about and why? 

___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
Which countries have Britain promised to protect if 
invaded? 

___________________________________ 
___________________________________  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zxv7pv4  - Watch this clip to see what happened. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

History Heroes: Do you think Britain would have entered the war if Germany had not 

invaded Belgium? Think about the balance of power.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zxv7pv4
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Plenary: complete the paragraph by filling in the gaps. You need to use each word ONCE in 

the grid below to complete the paragraph. Cross out the name once you have written it.  

Serbia Belgium Germany Britain France Austria-
Hungary 

Belgium Russia France Russia Britain Belgium 

 

Austria Hungary declared war on ___________ because_____________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________. 

To protect Serbia,  _________ declared war on____________________ because 

___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________. 

Due to Russia declaring war on Austria – Hungary, __________ saw an opportunity to 

mobilise her army and declared war on _______________. As Russia was allied with 

___________, this brought __________ into the war to try and stop Germany as the two 

countries had an alliance of protection and asked Germany to step down.  

Germany did not listen, instead Germany declared war on _______________ and decided 

to invade by going through _______________. __________________ had an agreement 

from 1839 with _____________ that stated ________ would defend ______________ if 

invaded. Therefore, the countries of Europe were dragged into a continent wide war, 

trigged by the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand.  
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DNA: Who was assassinated and where? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Which countries formed alliances?  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Why did Britain enter World War One? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Below are five reasons why the First World War started in August 1914. Read them carefully and decide if they are a 

long term or short-term answer by circling or highlighting the appropriate word. 

Reason Long- or short-term cause.  
At the beginning of the twentieth century, people 
started to take increased pride in their countries 
(nationalism). Many leaders of Europe felt that the best 
way to show they were the greatest was to have a war 
with their rival countries.  

Long-term / Short Term 

Countries wanted to make sure that their and navy was 
the best. To do this they spent money on making their 
armies bigger and bigger. This caused problems 
because it meant that the countries were always ready 
for war. There was no point in having a big army if no 
one was going to use it. 

Long-term / Short Term 

By 1914, Britain had conquered lots of land and had a 
huge empire. Other nations wanted big empires too. 
This led to increased tensions between countries as 
they saw began to see each other as threats to their 
empires.  

Long-term / Short Term 

As each country felt threatened, it looked for support 
from other countries. This led to countries forming 
friendships and alliances, and Europe began to be split 
into two. Alliances intended to prevent a war because it 
would mean fighting more than one country. However, 
it also meant that one small disagreement could lead to 
a world war. 

Long-term / Short Term 

In June 1914, the heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne, 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand was assassinated in Sarajevo 

Long-term / Short Term 

Lesson 5: Did the death of one man cause WW1? 
LO: Checkpoint assessment.   
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by Gavrilo Princip, a member of the Serbian Black Hand 
Gang. 

 

To create a historical narrative historian, need to organise events into chronological order (the order in which they 

happened).  

Below is a table explaining how the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand led to the First World War. Read each 

stage carefully before numbering them to show the correct chronological order. 

Number 
order 

event 

 Britain declares war on Germany because they had a deal to protect Belgium from attack.  

 Austria-Hungary blamed Serbia for killing the Archduke and attacked Serbia.  

 Austria-Hungary declares war on Russia. 

 Germany declares war on Russia after hearing that Russia was preparing her army ready to protect 
Serbia and attack Austria-Hungary. 

 Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife, Sophie, arrived in Sarajevo. They were driven slowly to the 
town hall to meet the mayor. During their journey, Franz Ferdinand was shot by Gavrilo Princip, a 
member of the Black Hand Gang. Both Franz Ferdinand and Sophie were killed.  

 Germany declared war on France and marched her troops through Belgium without the Belgian 
governments consent. 

 Britain and France declared war on Austria-Hungary.  

 

Historians tell the story of events in history by writing a historical narrative. These are written in chronological, the 

third person and in the past tense. A historian will look back and describe the events from an outsider’s point of 

view. 

Using the connectives below and your chronological order of events write a narrative account of the events leading 

up the First World War. Structure your narrative into three paragraphs in the flow chart diagram below. Once you 

have finished, highlight all the connectives that you have used.  

Before At first Initially  This led to Finally,  

After  Then  Later on, Consequently  Lastly  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Long term cause 1: 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Long term cause 2: 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  

Short term cause: 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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DNA:  

1.) Which country did Britain agree to defend if invaded?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

2.) Define nationalism  

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

3.) Why did the alliance system help cause WW1? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 Give yourself 30 seconds to think about the question below 

and then write your ideas. Be prepared to share your ideas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enquiry: was it only White British men who fought during WW1?  
Lesson 6: Why did men feel like they had to fight in World War One? 
LO: To evaluate what made people join the army in World War One.  
 
 
 
 
 

Background information: 

With the outbreak of war in 1914, Secretary of State for War Lord Kitchener realised that Britain’s small 
professional army would be no match for the might of Germany in a long drawn out conflict. He proposed raising a 
new army, ‘Kitchener’s Army’, based entirely on volunteers. Initially men flocked to join up and there were so 
many recruits that the army struggled to cope. 

The recruitment drive was successful that by the end of 1914 over 1 million men had enlisted. 

In today’s lesson we are going to assess what factors encouraged so many men to enlist in the war effort. 

What type of 
message would 
the government 
use to encourage 
people to 
volunteer to join 
the war?  
Use the source to 
help you.  
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

We are now going to examine several sources and interpretations on why men felt like they had to fight.  

To do this look at each source and fill in the table on what it tells you about why men felt like they had to 

fight in the war.  

 

  

  

Source A, View of Jeremy Paxman (Journalist and author)  

Was there a choice to go to war? 

Since the treaty with France was not a formal defence treaty, it might have been possible for England to ignore 

the desperate cries from Paris to help them. 

Yet to have abandoned France would likely have left most of Europe under German control. 

 

Source B, View of H.G Wells (English Writer)  

We began to fight because our honour and our promise to Belgium obliged us, but…we have to destroy 

or be destroyed. 

 

Source C, A typical cartoon of 1914 after rumours spread that the German army was evil and killed children, 

and reaped Belgium women.    

 



34 
 

 

 

  

Source D, Account of J.B Priestly a writer who joined the army in September 1914. He spent the entire war 

fighting and was wounded twice.   

“Joining up to fight was little to do with King and Country and flag waving and hip-hip-hurrah, but more a 

challenge to our manhood. 

What young man wanted to be the one who held back while his workmates and school friends surged forward to 

what their leaders told them was their duty?” 

 

Source E, Poster taken from the Women of England’s Active Service League.    
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Source F, Poster used by the British Government  

 

Source G, Recruitment poster used to get Australian men to volunteer 
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Source/Interpretation  Why did men in 1914 believe they needed to fight in the war? 
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Give yourself 30 seconds to think about the question below and then write your ideas. Be prepared to 

share your ideas.  

 _________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 

History Heroes: Can you relate any of these reasons why men felt they had to fight to the M.A.I.N 
causes of the war?  

By 1916, the number of volunteers was not matching the amount of injuries. Also, news had reach 
Britain of the terrible conditions in the trenches, with letters being sent home with vivid 
descriptions of war, telling of the horror. The government still needed men to join the war effort, 
however the amount of men volunteering was reducing. 

How else could the 
British government get 
men to fight int the war? 
 

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________ 
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Read through the information on conscription and answer the questions below.  

Conscription introduced 

The government saw no alternative but to increase numbers by conscription – compulsory active service. Parliament 

was deeply divided but recognised that because of the collapse of the morale of the French army, immediate action 

was essential.  In January 1916 the Military Service Act was passed. This imposed conscription on all single men aged 

between 18 and 41, but the medically unfit, clergymen, teachers and certain classes of industrial worker were 

exempt. A second Act passed in May 1916 extended conscription to married men and in 1918, during the last 

months of the war, the Military Service (No. 2) Act raised the age limit to 51.  During the whole of the war 

conscription had raised some 2.5 million men.  

Conscientious objectors – men who objected to fighting on moral grounds– were also exempted and were in most 

cases given civilian jobs in factories or non-fighting roles at the front, sending messages or moving the wounded to 

the hospitals.  

Consequences of conscription 

Conscription caused real hardships for the British people. For example, in November 1917 a widow asked Croydon 

Military Tribunal to let her keep her eleventh son, to look after her. The other ten were all serving in the British 

armed forces. A man from Barking asked for his ninth son to be exempted as his eight other sons were already in 

the British Army. The man's son was given three months exemption.  

1.) why did the British government see conscription as a necessity? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

2.) Describe the features of the Military service Act.  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

3.) Which type of men were exempt from conscription?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.) What were Conscientious objectors?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

The government had no choice but to introduce conscription. 
Conscription: compulsory enlistment for state service, typically into the armed forces. 
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_________________________________________________________________ 

 

      5.) How did conscription devastate families?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

Plenary: What do you think the biggest reason men were motivated to join up to fight the war was? You 

can not use conscription in your answer.  

Steps to successes  

Identify which reason you think is the most important 

I think fear of Germany was the most important reason… 

Describe your reason  

People were fearful of Germany because… 

Explain why you think is the most important 

This is important because… 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

History Heroes: What does the fact that the army needed to force men to join tell us about the 
conditions of the war?  
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DNA:  

What is conscription? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

How did the British government use Nationalism to recruit men?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

Who was Britain fighting against during WW1?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enquiry: was it only White British men who fought during WW1?  
Lesson 7: Was the treatment of commonwealth soldiers fair? 
LO: To evaluate what the war was like for Indian Soldiers in World War One.   
 
 
 
 
 

Background information: 

Because it had such a large empire, the British government was able to use men from across the globe to help with 
the war effort. One of the biggest countries to assist with the war was India, a staggering 1.3 million Indian men 
fought in a war in Europe miles from their homes to help a country that had conquered them and ruled over them. 

In today’s lesson our enquiry question will be: Was the treatment of commonwealth soldiers? We are going to use 
India and the West Indies as a case studies to form an answer to this question.  
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Give yourself 30 seconds to think about the question below and then write your ideas. Be prepared to 

share your ideas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To understand how commonwealth soldiers were treated we must first understand how Britain viewed its 

empire and the people that lived in the nations they ruled.  

To do this, read through the information below and then answer the questions.  

The British Empire’s rule of its colonies was built on racist ideas. This shaped how they treated the people in their 

empire and how they justified controlling a vast amount of the globe. There are two key ideas that led to this racist 

idea of the world. 

Social Darwinism: 

Francis Galton applied Darwin’s idea that species survived by adaptation to human beings. This ‘Social Darwinism’ 

was the basis for ideas of racial domination and white supremacy. It was used to justify ideas that non-white people 

were inferior to Europeans. They argued that White Europeans were more ‘evolved’ than non-white people. This 

meant that Europeans could justify exploiting (taking advantage) of people in their colonies as they were literally 

seen as below White European people. 

The white man's burden: 

As Europeans believed they were superior they thought this came with the responsibility to bring civilisation to the 

rest of the world. As a result, colonial ambition was considered a 'duty' for European powers. 

How was Darwin’s theories about animals applied to human beings? How did this shape how white European saw 

non-white people? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

How did the ‘white man’s burden’ help Britain and other European powers justify their empires? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Do you think Britain 
would have been able to 
win the war if it did not 
have such a large empire?  
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

Give yourself 30 seconds to think about the question below and then write your ideas. Be prepared to 

share your ideas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_____________________________ 

We are now going to look at how Indian soldiers were treated during and after the war in 

detail. To do this we will read through the information as a class and you will then make 

notes on the treatment during and after the war of these soldiers.  

The wounded Indian soldiers were cared for in hospitals set along the southern coast of England, the most well-

known being the Pavilion and Dome Hospital in Brighton. There were superb facilities inside the Pavilion hospital for 

the Indian wounded soldiers. However, barbed wire surrounded the hospital grounds to stop the Indian soldiers 

going into town. They were effectively imprisoned in the Pavilion grounds. The British did not want Indian men to 

mix with the British public. Also, the most senior Indian officer remained inferior in rank to the junior-most English 

officer. Indians would always be paid less then British soldiers. 

How were Indian soldiers treated during the war?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

__ 

 

How would these ideas 
impact how colonial 
soldiers were treated 
during World War One? 

History Heroes: Why do you think Indians were banned from mixing with the British public? 

https://www.bl.uk/world-war-one/articles/wounding-in-world-war-one
https://www.bl.uk/world-war-one/articles/military-structures-and-ranks
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

In return for their help during the war, Britain had promised to allow Indians to have more control over their country 

after the war. However, when the war ended in triumph for Britain, India was denied its promised reward. Instead of 

self-government, the British imposed the repressive Rowlatt Act. This gave Britain lots of power to suppress Indians. 

For example, it allowed the British to close newspapers which criticised Britain and imprison political activists, 

people fighting for self-rule, without a trial. They could also arrest, with a warrant (proof) any Indian suspected of 

fighting against the Empire. Many Indians were arrested and imprisoned without a trial or proof of breaking the law. 

This terrorised the Indian people, the British did this to help them keep control of India.  

Public protests this unfair law were stopped with extreme violence. The worst incident was the Jallianwallah Bagh 

massacre of April 1919, when Brigadier-General Reginald Dyer ordered his troops to fire without warning on 15,000 

unarmed and non-violent men, women and children. They were demonstrating peacefully in an enclosed garden in 

Amritsar. The British killed as many as 1,499 and wounded up to 1,137 for peacefully asking for more control over 

their country.  

How were Indian treated after the war?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

History Heroes: Why do you think the British government refused to grant post-war India 
more freedom like they promised? 
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We are now going to asses how soldiers from the West Indies were treated during World 

War One.  

To do this we are going to a short video. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p07dlf6g/alt-history-series-1-4-a-forgotten-

regiment While the video is playing add notes to the mind map below to show how West 

Indian soldiers were treated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Treatment of 

West Indian 

Soldiers.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p07dlf6g/alt-history-series-1-4-a-forgotten-regiment
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p07dlf6g/alt-history-series-1-4-a-forgotten-regiment
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Plenary: Many people are unaware of the role of colonial soldiers during World War One.   So, for your 

final activity write either a speech or article on how either Indian or West Indian soldiers were treated 

during the war.  

Remember this is a speech or article so use powerful and emotive words when you can! 

Steps to successes: 

Identify which commonwealth soldier you are going to talk about. 

Describe how these soldiers were treated during and after the war. 

Explain why you think they were treated in this way. 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 
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DNA:  

Why were commonwealth soldiers treated differently to white British soldiers?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

What did Britain promise India in return for their service in the war?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

What happened at the Jallianwallah Bagh massacre of April 1919? What did this suggest about British intentions? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

  

Lesson 8: Did World War One change the roles of women in Britain?  
LO: To explain how the roles of women changed due to the World War One  
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Give yourself 30 seconds to think about the question below and then write your ideas. Be prepared to 

share your ideas.  

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Background information: 

Before the first World War, the role of women in society was very domestic.  The woman’s role if married, was 
often to stay at home, cook, clean and raise the children while the man went to work to make money for the 
family. If single, they did work which usually involved some form of service such as working as a waitress, cooking 
etc. Some more affluent women trained as nurses and nursery/primary teachers. Many young women were simply 
expected to get married and have children. Also, before the outbreak of war, women did not have the right to 
vote! It was a man’s world. 

Our enquiry question for today’s lesson then is: Did World War one change the roles of women in Britain?  

In what ways do you think the 
roles of women would change 
during WW1? 
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We are now going to examine the roles of specific women during the war and how they changed.  

To do this read through the sources and fill in the information about the women and their roles. 

 

What is this woman’s name? What type of source is this? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

What was her role? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

What does her role include? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Where did she work? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Source 1: A diary entry from Florence Cordell 1916. 

Dear diary, today I have completed my first week of being a bus conductor, helping people on and off the 

bus, checking tickets and telling the drive when someone wants to get off. It isn't bad work; the men 

aren't even that bad to work with. I just wish we had the same pay as them, we do the same damned job 

anyway! The 3 of us, Margret and Ruth must pick up the spare shifts, as they prefer the men to have 

proper shifts, but Arthur is kind to us.  I feel our role is important, as we help people get to the factories, 

or the offices. Our bus even has an emergency bed on the bottom level in case we need to turn into an 

emergency ambulance! I’d like to keep this job after the war.   
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How safe was the work?  

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What is this woman’s name? What type of source is this? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

What was her role? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

What does her role include? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

Where did she work? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

Source 2: A diary entry from Lillian Williams 1917, she is a member of the WAAC or Women’s Auxiliary 

Army Corps.  

Wow what a day, I passed my WAAC training! I will soon be off to France where I hope I will be a cook or 

waitress; however other girls are hoping to be a telephonist or an office clerk sending messages between 

the different British armies. I am so excited to get my uniform...although I must admit, I am quite 

nervous, the newspapers have reported that 9 WAAC girls were killed at Etaples Army camp in France, 

but we must continue to support the men in the fighting. Without us the army might fall apart.  
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How safe was the work?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is this woman’s name? What type of source is this? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

What was her role? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

What does her role include? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

Where did she work? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Source 3: A letter written by Mary Callshot to her mother in England. Written 1917 from a base hospital at 

Boulogne.  

Dear Mother, I hope this finds you well. 

I'm not sure how long I can last here mother. Today was horrific, the shelling has been so bad, the boys were all 

twisted and torn.  We had to change many blooded bandages throughout the night. Although the boys always 

comment how our smiles make them feel better, so its important we stay positive for the men.  When the 

wounds aren't too bad I don’t mind my daily chores. On a daily basis I deliver lunches, bath the patients, deliver 

medicine and general cleaning of the wards. The hospitals are always busy mind, a lot of boys are getting hurt 

over here mother. I wish it would end.  
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How safe was the work?  

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What type of source is this? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

What role is being described? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 
What does this role include? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

Where did these women work? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Source 4:  A description of the work carried out by women in the factories. 

https://www.historyhit.com/what-was-the-role-of-women-in-world-war-one/  

By 1917, munitions factories primarily employing women produced 80% of weapons and shells used by the 

British army. By the end of the war there were 950,000 women working in British munitions factories. 

Women were known as ‘canaries’ in the factories as they had to handle the TNT used as the explosive agent 

in munitions, which caused their skin to turn yellow. There was little protective equipment or safety gear 

available, and there were also several large factory explosions during the war. Around 400 women died in 

munitions production during the war. Although the working conditions were terrible the work of the women 

in the factories was significant to keep the war effort going.  

https://www.historyhit.com/what-was-the-role-of-women-in-world-war-one/
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How safe was the work?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What type of source is this? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

What was role is being described? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

What does this role include? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Where did these women work? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Source 5:  A description of women working in Women’s the Land Army.https://spartacus-

educational.com/Wland.htm   

With growing numbers of men joining the army the country was desperate for labour, especially in 

farming. The Women’s Land Army was created to fill the space. The women were sent to the farms, to 

grow and harvest food,  and by  1917 there were over 260,000 women farm workers.  Their contribution 

to supplying food to soldiers and the country was huge. 
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_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

How safe was the work?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

For your next task consider each role and rank them in order of significance regarding their 

contribution to the war effort. You must justify your choices.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

HH: Why did these roles help improve women’s rights in Britain. Think 
about what they proved about women and their capabilities.  

Least Significant 

 

 

 

Most Significant: 
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

Plenary: Explain how the roles of women changed during the war, and why they were vital for the war 

effort.  

Steps to successes: 

1.) Identify one role that changed for women during the war. 

2.) Describe the role of the women and what it included.  

3.) Explain why the role was significant and how it helped with the war effort. 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

HH: How do you think the men returning from war would react to 
women in their old roles? Would they be grateful, or would they feel 
threatened or angry? 
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Lesson Enquiry:  How much did World War one Change Britain?  
LO: to assess the amount of change which in Britain following WW1.  

World War One was a huge event in the History of the World. World War One introduced changes which would 

have long and lasting effects. Empires were split up and new countries were formed. People were displaced 

across Europe, people from different continents gave their lives to defend their empires.  

 There were also changes to social and political structures within countries.  

For this short enquiry over the next two lessons we will investigate how much life in Britain changed due to 

WW1.  

DNA:  

How did the roles of women change during the War? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Why did the roles of women change? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

How did the British government ensure men joined the army? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Using the information on the left, describing the changes that occurred in British society following the end of the 

war, answer the questions on the right hand side.  



56 
 

Rights of Women  
During the war, women filled the jobs of men in the 
factors, proving that they were just as capable as men. 
The Representation of the People Act 1918 granted the 
vote to all men over the age of 21, and 8.5m women 
over 30 who were householders or who owned 
property. This was the first time women were given the 
right to vote. Although an encouraging change, many 
young women who had been campaigning for the right 
to vote were excluded as they were under the age of 
30, meaning many women whom had worked in the 
factories still did not receive the right to vote.  
 
This was further improved by The Sex Disqualification 
(Removal) Act of 1919, which made it illegal to exclude 
women from jobs because of their gender. However, 
this was not always applicable. Returning soldiers had 
been promised their pre-war jobs, and men returning 
with disabilities needed caring for. In wales for 
example, women had accounted for 27% of the 
workforce in 1911, by 1931 it had fallen to 21%.  
 
 

What did the Representation of the People Act 1918 
grant?  

_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
 
Why was the new Act not enough of a change for 
women?  

_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
 
How did the Sex Disqualification Act 1919 change? 

_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 

 
What stopped the new Act being effective? Use an 
example.  
 

_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
 
On a scale of 1 – 10 how much did the rights of women 
change following WW1? 1 being no change 10 being 
total change.  

_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
 

National image and unity.  
During the war the British public had to adapt and work 
together to survive. This created a sense of 
togetherness and pride. Many men had given their 
lives and many more suffered long lasting injuries.  
In 1921 the British legion was formed and launched the 
poppy appeal. The purpose of this was to raise money 
to look after the families of soliders who had fought in 
the war, to provide money to ensure ex soldiers could 
have a good life post war. There were also many 
cemeteries created around the world, as well as 
memorials in England.  
All of these memorials had a common hope – that the 
dead had not died in vain and that the Great War really 
would be the war to end all wars. 

What is the purpose of the British Legion and the 
Poppy Appeal? 

_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
What was the purpose of the war memorials? How did 
this change public mentality? 

_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
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The holding of a moment of silence on the day of the 
armistice, 11th November, started in 1919. 

 
  

Changes to society 
Before the war, society in Britain was clearly divided 
along class lines. Working class, with manual labour 
jobs, such as factory workers and trade. And the upper 
classes in society. The wealthy land owners and 
business owners.  
During the war, men mixed with men from different 
social classes, and the strict social divides began to 
disappear as men were fighting side by side, forming 
bonds which would last forever.  
 
Additionally, society became more democratic 
following the war. Before the war, underrepresented 
groups such as women and the working classes became 
better organised, and more powerful as a political 
voice, this led to changes in society which benefitted 
the working classes. The working classes had shown 
their willing to contribute to the country by sacrificing 
their lives for the war effort, it was time for the country 
to look after them if the country was to recover, Britain 
would need a healthy and committed work force to 
keep the economy growing.  
 
 

How did WW1 change the social standing of me in 
Britain?  

_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
 
How did society become more democratic following 
WW1? Why? 

_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
 
 
Why did Britain need to start looking after the working 
classes workers of society?  
 

_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
 
  

Improvement to living standards  
The effect of the war on working-class standards of 
living was more encouraging. Full employment, 
rationing (which was introduced in the last year of the 
war), rent control, rising bacon imports and increased 
consumption of milk and eggs, and improved social 
provision meant that working-class families were 
better off. Indeed, on average working-class incomes 
doubled between 1914 and 1920 and, in the aftermath 
of war when price levels dropped, this war-enhanced 
wage level was successfully defended. 
 
Although life for those in work generally improved, 
there was a huge number of unemployed people 
following the war. Britain had borrowed huge amounts 
of money from the USA to fund its war effort. This 
meant post war there was a lack of investment, 
resulting in many being unemployed as they had no job 
to return to and there was a lack of new jobs as 
companies were not expanding.  
 
Additionally throughout 1919, there were Acts passed, 
such as the Ministry of Health Act, which made the 
public’s health a government concern. Also, the 
Housing and Town Planning Act was introduced. This 

What changes improve life for working class people? 

_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
 
Why was there a large number of unemployed people? 

_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
 
What evidence is there to show that the government 
was beginning to take care of the public? 

_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
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Task 3: to what extent did life change for British society? Bullet point things that changed 

following the war, and bullet point things that stayed the same or continued.  

Change Continued (stayed the same)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Final Task: How much did life change for British society following the end of WW1?  

Steps to Success 

You need to decide how much life changed for British society.  
Was it: a large amount, a partial change, or a limited amount.  Once you have decided you need to write a 
paragraph explaining why . 
Identify your point about change. 
Describe what happened, use historical evidence.  
Explain why this shows a large amount of change or not.  

 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

act enabled local authorities to provide affordable 
housing for families.  
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 
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DNA:  

How were soldiers recruited to fight in the war effort? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

Which countries made up the British empire?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Lesson 11 
Lesson Enquiry:  Has WW1 history been whitewashed?  
LO: to investigate and explain the contribution and treatment of non British 
soldiers during WW1.  

As we have previously seen, many soldiers from India fought on behalf of the British during the First World War. 

But they were not the only foreign soldiers to fight for Britain during the war. Many soldiers from the Caribbean 

also volunteered to fight on behalf of the British Empire.  

Is the recruitment poster on the left, similar or different to 

British conscription posters? Explain your answer 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________ 
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Watch this video about Whitewashing history. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p07dlgj1/alt-history-series-1-3-whitewashing 

and complete the questions below 

 

1.) How many non British soldiers fought in WW1? What is the breakdown? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

The British West Indies Regiment (BWIR) helped Britain win World War One by:  
• digging trenches, building roads and loading ships and trains in Europe 
• Fighting in Palestine, which helped the British win. 
• In July 1916, 500 men of the BWIR were also sent to fight in German East 

Africa. 
• BWIR received many medals for bravery, including five Distinguished 

Service Orders, nineteen Military Crosses, eleven Military Crosses with 
Bar, eighteen Distinguished Conduct Medals 

• By the end of the First World War, 185 men from the BWIR had been 
killed in action and 1,071 had died of sickness.  

Complete the questions using the information above. 

1.) The West Indies soldiers had their own Regiment (fighting group). They were not mixed in with the white 

British regiments, what does this show about British attitudes towards members of the BAME 

community during the war period?  

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
2.) What type of job did the West Indies soldiers do? Do you think the British soldiers had to do similar types 

of jobs?  

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

3.) What does the number of medals awarded to the regiment show about the regiment? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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2.) What was the problem with the centenary remembrance ceremonies? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

3.) In 1919 why were there no foreign soldiers taking part in the celebrations? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

4.) What were the ruling elite worried about? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

5.) Why did the British see Seikhs as “worthy” to take part in the victory celebrations of 1919? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

6.)  How did the Germans employ racism during the war?  

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

7.) What was the reality when German soldiers were captured?  

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

8.)  How did the contribution of foreign soldiers challenge the image that imperialists wanted to show? 
_____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

TASK: Read the information on the left and answer the questions on the right hand side. 

 

In 1914 Britain's War Office refused to allow West 

Indian men to join the British Army. The British 

Empire was worried that if they allowed black men 

to kill white men during the war, it would be hard 

for them to keep control of the empire after the 

war. However, by 1915 the War Office realised 

they needed many more men in the army and so 

agreed to accept volunteers from the West Indies. 

A new regiment was formed, the British West 

Indies Regiment (BWIR), which served in Europe, 

the Middle East and Africa. 

Why didn’t the War Office want West Indian men to 

fight in the British army in 1914?  

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

However, the formation of the BWIR did not give 

soldiers from the West Indies the opportunity to 

fight as equals alongside white soldiers. Instead, 

the War Office limited their participation to 

'labour' duties. BWIR soldiers helped the British 

army on Europe by digging trenches, building 

How did the British West Indies Regiment face 

discrimination?  

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 
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roads and gun emplacements, acting as stretcher 

bearers, loading ships and trains, and working in 

ammunition dumps. This work was often carried 

out within range of German fire. In July 1917, 13 

men from the BWIR were killed by shell fire and 

bombings.  

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

How did the British West Indies Regiment help the 

British army during WWI? 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

The BWIR were sent to Egypt and Palestine. Here 

too, they were mostly used in support roles, such 

as guarding prisoners and holding reserve posts 

and outposts. However, in 1916 the War Office 

needed more soldiers and so did allow some West 

Indian men to fight in the war. On 20 September 

1917, after the West Indian men had fought in a 

battle, the commanding officer of the BWIR, Major 

General Sir Edward Chaytor, wrote, 'Outside my 

own division there are no troops I would sooner 

have with me than the BWIs who have won the 

highest opinions of all who have been with them 

during our operations here'. 

How did the British West Indies Regiment help the 

British army during WWI? 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

 

 

Seeing as many non-British soldiers from the British Empire helped contribute to the war effort, should 

they be celebrated as well?  

David Olusoga is a British historian, he believes that there are events which occurred in 1919 which should 

be remembered each year along side the usual remembrance celebrations.  

 

  This is Charles Wootton, a young Bermudan who 
had served in the Royal Navy during the war.  
On June 5th 1919, Wootton was pursued by a mob 
through the streets of Liverpool to the Queen’s 
Dock; despite the presence of the police, he was 
chased into the water by the crowd of 300 people 
who pelted him with stones. Struck on the head, 
Wootton sank and drowned.  



64 
 

Watch the video from the documentary Black and British: A forgotten History.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b084ndpt/black-and-british-a-forgotten-history-4-the-

homecoming - start at 14:20mins watch until 23mins 

 

Why is it important to remember the events of June 5th 1919 in Liverpool and Britain? Explain your answer. 

• Contribution of soldiers during WW1 

• Improving race relations in Britain 

• Remembering the history of different people which has formed out country.  

 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

In early 1919 a series of race riots spread across Britain, centred on sea ports. The first, in Glasgow, was 

followed by South Shields, London, then Barry and Newport in Wales. Cardiff and Liverpool in June 

were the most serious. Three people died in the Cardiff riots. 

It was not only people of colour targeted by the mobs, but anyone who associated with them. In Cardiff 

a white woman married to a black man was attacked by a mob and her teeth were knocked out with a 

baseball bat. 

After the riots the British government wanted the West Indian men to leave. They were blamed for the 

riots they were victims of.  

Many people who were sent back to the Caribbean felt an enormous sense of injustice at being sent 

away from the Motherland that they had fought for.  

West Indians saw themselves as British. However, this was not enough to convince the British 

authorities or the British people that they should stay. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b084ndpt/black-and-british-a-forgotten-history-4-the-homecoming
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b084ndpt/black-and-british-a-forgotten-history-4-the-homecoming
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 


	Source 2: Sir Edward Grey, Britain's foreign secretary, wrote an article in response to the comments made by Kaiser Wilhelm II in the Daily Telegraph (November 1908)
	Conscription introduced

