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Wednesday 17th March 2021 
 
Dear parent/guardian 
 
I hope that you and your family are well. I am writing to you with more information about this year’s  
GCSE and BTEC examinations and grade awards. 
 
Next week, your child will receive a topic list from each subject detailing which topics will be on their 
assessments after Easter. These topic lists will contain a list of topics your child has already covered. The 
assessments after Easter will cover only these topics and not any they have not covered, to ensure they 
are not disadvantaged. It is important that your child continues to work hard and focuses 
fully in school to ensure they perform well in these assessments and they get the grades 
they deserve. 
 
The Government has stated that all subjects which include non-examined assessments (coursework) will 
need to have the coursework component completed in order to be awarded a centre assessed grade. To 
support with completion of non-examined assessments, students who study Art and Sport 
Studies will need to come into school on Friday 26th March, which is an inset day for the rest of 
the secondary school, including Year 11 students who do not study coursework subjects. Students who are 
studying creative i-Media will not need to attend unless the teacher contacts home to inform you your 
child will be in that day.  
 
Teachers are working very hard to ensure your child has access to revision material over the Easter break. 
All revision material will be signposted through MS Teams and available online. It is important that your 
child uses the Easter break to study for their GCSE assessments when they return. 
 
Students will return to school on Monday 19th April and assessments will begin from 
Monday 26th April. We will write to you with more information, towards the end of this term, once 
this has been released by the DfE and OFQUAL. 
 
To ensure the grades we submit to the exam boards are robust, we will work closing with other Ark 
schools to moderate evidence to ensure all grades are accurate, fair and robust. This will involve teachers, 
faculty directors, SLT and the wider Ark network. Before the grades are submitted, we will meet with 
your child on a one to one basis, to discuss the evidence being submitted and their performance in the 
assessments carried out after Easter. They will also have this opportunity to get any support if they 
require it with any college or sixth form applications. 
 
To ensure this process is fair, accurate and robust, we respectfully request that parents and students do 
not seek to influence the outcomes. Please do not directly contact individual subject teachers about 
grades. Teachers are not permitted to share any information related to the award of the Centre Assessed 
Grade. That said, students and their families can take heart from the fact that we know our students well 
and will assess their work throughout the course with the utmost diligence, fairness and integrity.  
 
Kind regards 
 
 
Ms McSorley 
Principal 
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