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Thursday 25th February 2021 
 
Dear parent/guardian 
 
I hope that you and your family are well. I am writing to you to provide with an update on the national 
picture around GCSE examinations ahead of the children arriving back in school on Wednesday 10th 
March 2021.  
 
The government recently announced GCSE, A Level and BTEC exams will not take place this 
year for years 11 and 13.  Instead, the government has assured us that students will receive 
recognition for all their work and be awarded the qualifications they need to progress onto the next stage 
of their lives. The government have also assured us that this will be a fair process which will involve 
teacher assessment based on mock exam results, previous assessments, the achievement of students in 
lessons, work seen in exercise books and, where relevant, completed or partially completed 
coursework. We expect Ofqual to publish full details on how the process will work before Easter and will 
write to you with further details as soon as we have them.  
 
It is important that your child continues to study for their GCSEs as all the work they are doing will be 
taken into consideration, including any assessments once the school reopens. This will also provide your 
child with the key skills and knowledge they will need to be successful when they progress onto the next 
stage of their lives.  
 
For further information on today’s announcement, please see the below link: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/how-qualifications-will-be-awarded-in-2021 
 
What does this mean for your child?  
 
We will await further information, but it is important to emphasise to children that the new system for 
awarding qualifications will consider their hard work up to this point and in the remainder of their study 
up to when the exams would have taken place. It is vital that students continue to learn. Their teachers 
will be involved in the awarding of grades, so it is important that students work with their teachers to 
show they are learning in the weeks ahead.   
 
It is important to consider that we do not learn our subjects simply to achieve grades, but because there 
is value in learning itself and because the knowledge and skills we learn are vital to our success in the 
next stage of our lives. We want the very best for our students and for them to thrive at 6th form, 
university and beyond. This will only be possible if they work hard now.  
 
We will continue to teach and support every Year 11 student with their learning as well as celebrating 
success and offering emotional support through this challenging time. We appreciate that students will 
be anxious about their future; we will support them and ensure they are treated fairly.   
 
We respectfully request that parents and students do not seek to influence the outcomes by refraining 

from contacting directly individual subject teachers about grades. Teachers are not permitted to share 

any information related to the award of the Centre Assessed Grade. That said, students and their families 

can take heart from the fact that we know our students well and will assess their work throughout the 

course with the utmost diligence, fairness and integrity.  
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FAQs on Exams, UCAS and Sixth Form  
 

Is there a chance that the government may change their mind and run some summer 
exams?  
No. The exam boards will not be issuing papers this summer. This decision is final and there will be no 
exams in May and June this year.   
   
Will they have the chance to re-take GCSEs or A Levels next year if they don’t agree with 
the grade they receive this year?  
Early advice from the government has confirmed that there will be a process of appeal for students who 
are dissatisfied with the grade they have been awarded, but how this will work in practice has yet to be 
confirmed. Schools will pass on information to relevant students and parents as soon as we have it.  
   
What if I don’t agree with the awarded grade that is awarded to my child? How do I know 
this was done fairly?  
If a student does not believe the correct process has been followed in their case they will be able to appeal 
on that basis. In addition, if they do not feel their teacher assessed grade reflects their performance, they 
will have the opportunity to appeal. We are awaiting further guidance from the government on how this 
will work.    
     
We will update you as soon as we have more information. In the meantime, please do continue to support 
your child to work hard as their education will continue and it is important that they maintain their good 
study habits. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
E. McSorley 
Principal 
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