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For parents and students in Year 11 
 
The Ofqual and DfE Consultation for the award of GCSE, AS and A Level grades in 
summer 2021  
 
The full Consultation document can be found at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-
grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021 
 
You may also wish to read the Ofqual blog at: https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/01/15/how-2021-
could-look-for-students-and-learners-we-want-your-views/ 
 
The consultation was opened on 15th January and will close on Friday 29th January 2021 at 
11.45pm.  
 
This consultation is open to anyone who wants to respond but will be of most interest to students 
who had been expecting to sit their GCSE, AS or A level exams this summer, their parents and 
carers, their teachers, school and college leaders, exams officers and those who use the 
qualifications to make selection decisions, such as further and higher education institutions and 
employers.  
 
Summary of the proposals: 
 

• Consistency and fairness are priority 
• Qualification Grades should be based on teacher assessment and be evidence based 
• Grades awarded should reflect the standard at which students are performing and 

demonstrate their knowledge, understanding and what they can do (skills) rather than a 
hypothetical prediction of what students may have got had exams run as normal; or what 
students would have got had the pandemic not disrupted their learning. 

• Final teacher assessment will be made as late as possible towards the end of the year, 
similar to when exams would have been sat so that students and teachers can maximise 
the time for catch up and ongoing assessment 

• A breadth of evidence should inform teacher’s judgements.  
• Exam boards may provide a set of assessment papers to support assessment. DfE and 

Ofqual are consulting on whether these should be mandatory or not, whether teachers 
could set their own assessments instead, the percentage of the course that the tasks 
should cover, and the timing of the external assessment. 

• Exam boards may provide training, guidance and support the internal quality assurance 
that takes place within schools.  

• Exam Boards will provide guidance on a standardised approach between schools and 
undertake checks to make sure schools’ approaches are appropriate.  

• Students should be able to appeal if they think their grade does not reflect the evidence of 
their performance. In the first instance, this would be to the school.  

• Private candidates should be able to be issued with a grade.  
• There is no proposal to implement a statistical calculation to control the proportion of 

awards made at each grade, within each centre or at a national level. 
 

Proposed timeline for awarding:  
 

• Students would continue with their education during this academic year 
• Assessed by their teachers in a period beginning in May into early June 
• Teachers submit grades to the exam boards by mid-June  
• External quality assurance by the exam boards ongoing throughout June  
• Results issued to students once QA process is complete, probably early July  

mailto:info@arkvictoria.org
http://www.arkvictoria.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021


 

Talbot Way, Small Heath, Birmingham B10 OHJ 
+ 44 (0)0121 393 4459 

info@arkvictoria.org 
www.arkvictoria.org 

 
Principal All-Through: Ms Ela McSorley 

Primary Headteacher: Mrs Victoria Twort 
 

• Student appeals could be submitted immediately following the issue of results and would 
first be considered by schools and colleges  
 

Key issues for consideration: 
 

• Whether evidence could be drawn from any point in the course so far   
• Whether exam boards should set assessment papers for pupils to sit  
• Whether sitting these papers should be compulsory   
• Whether teachers should have some choice over the content of those papers  
• How other forms of evidence such as homework, classwork and mock exams could be 

used by teachers to inform the grade  
• Under what conditions assessments should be sat?  
• What happens if the pandemic makes it impossible for pupils to sit assessments in 

school?  
• What internal & external quality assurance processes should be put in place?  
• How should appeals be handled? By the school?  
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