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September 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Welcome back to the new academic year, we are delighted that our Y11 students have 
returned so positively and with a real focus. We know that the next few months are vitally 
important for your son/daughter and we are keen to support you and them in every way. 
Evidence shows that achieving good GCSE qualifications can help boost a student’s 
prospects in life. I am writing to inform you of some important dates and share information 
on how we will be supporting our students to achieve the best outcomes. 
 
Key dates 
 

Date Event How can you help? 
From 27/0921 After school interventions You child will have interventions in each 

of their subjects on Mondays, Thursdays 
and Fridays (please see the timetable 
below); these are  designed to prepare 
your child for their mock examinations. 
Please ensure they attend every day. 

22/10/21 – 01/11/21 Half term Please ensure your child is revising at 
home during half term, to prepare for 
their mock exams. Teachers will set work 
for pupils to complete at home.  

01/11/21 – 14/11/21 Y11 Autumn Mock Exams Please ensure that your child is revising 
at home and is getting plenty of sleep 
prior to their mock exam papers.  Please 
ensure your child attends school on time.  

09/12/21 Y11 Autumn Parents’ 
Evening 

Please ensure that your child has booked 
a slot with their subject teachers.  A 
booking sheet will come out to you closer 
to the event.  

17/12/21 Deadline for college 
applications 

Please support your child to think about 
their post 16 destination. We will provide 
regular careers guidance and signpost 
Open events at colleges and schools. 

 
Attendance: 
 
Frequent absence can add up to a considerable amount of lost learning and can seriously 
disadvantage your child in adult life. If your child’s level of absence is of serious concern, we 
will contact you to discuss how we can support you. Failure to work with the school and 
continued absence may result in the School and the Local Authority taking legal action. Lost 
time in the classroom is a lost opportunity to learn”. Ark Victoria Academy is working in 
partnership with parents and Birmingham City Council to ensure all children return to 
school following a difficult previous year. Details of our attendance partnership with 
Birmingham City council can be found on the school website. 
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‘’Poor attendance at school can have a hugely damaging effect, and children 
who attend school regularly are nearly four times more likely to achieve five 
or more good GCSEs than those who are regularly absent."  
(Department for Education). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mock Exams 
 
Formal written mock examinations take place from Monday 1st November and will last 
for two weeks. A copy of the mock examination timetable will be issued to students prior to 
half term and copies will be available on our school website. 
 
I would urge parents / carers to support your son/daughter with their revision during the 
run up to the mock examinations. We want students to achieve a good set of results and 
their effort in preparing for, and during, the examinations will be a large contributing 
factor.   
 
Parents’ evenings 
 
Attendance to our parents evening is generally very good, we appreciate in advance your 
attendance to these evenings, they are a very important opportunity to clarify how we can 
all work together to support final preparations and help to reduce any anxieties or concerns 
students may have in their final year.  Y11 Parents’ evening will be held on Thursday 9th 
December, when we will review mock exam performance and discuss next steps and 
predicted grades.  
 
Further information will be sent to you by the Head of Year ahead of the event.   
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How to support your child through their GCSE’s 
 
One of the most important ways to support revision at home is to consider the environment 
that they are working in. Help them find a calm space to revise. Things to consider are noise 
levels, lighting, ability to store their papers tidily, not being disturbed by other family 
members. Different people have different needs, for some, background music is helpful to 
studying, for others it’s a distraction. Different locations can help some children, so rather 
than always working in their bedroom, they might like to use the dining room, or living area 
from time to time. Give your child space to work out what works best for them (which may 
not be what works best for you). If there’s not a good place to revise at home, maybe they 
could spend time in a local library or a local café with wifi, to help inspire them by providing 
a different environment (and where adults working can act as role models). Varying the 
revision space can be helpful in creating new energy to take in things differently.  
 
At Ark Victoria, our Y11s have already participated in learning the importance of revision.  
Students have already been informed of the following methods: 
 

- Mind Maps 
- Mnemonics  
- Past papers  
- Flashcards 
- Group revision 
- Dual coding 

 
For further information and guidance on how you can support your child please see the link 
below ‘The Parent Guide’ this is a helpful website used by many of our parents. 
 
https://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/post/how-can-i-support-my-child-whilst-they-are-
studying-for-their-gcses 
 
 
Student leadership 
 
Ark Victoria’s educational vision has at its heart the belief that all children can and will 
succeed. Not only do we believe that they can and will achieve highly academically, but that 
they also have the capacity to grow and develop their leadership, communication, and 
organisational skills, to go on to become confident and effective members of our wider 
community. These skills are highly prized by both colleges and places of work. We are very 
much looking forward to selecting our 2021 Prefects and our Head Boy and Head Girl in the 
Autumn term. 
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Intervention 
 
To ensure that pupils are prepared for their mock exams, we are starting intervention for 
all Y11s s on Monday 27th September.  The intervention will run every Monday and 
Thursday from 3.15pm – 4.00pm and Friday from 1.30pm until 2.15pm. Please see 
the intervention timetable below 
 
Week beginning 27th September  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Week beginning 4th October  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Interventions will be on a two-week timetable for the foreseeable future, so please support 
us by ensuring that your child does attend.  
 
Destinations: 
 
As Y11s transition into Y12, it is vital that every student has a place at a college, sixth form 
or an apprenticeship course by the end of Y11.  We have asked all students to make least 2 
applications before Friday 17th December.  We have a variety of colleges, sixth forms 
and universities booked in to speak to our Y11s this term, so they can make informed 
decisions regarding their future careers. Please continue to speak to your child regarding 
their future careers.  
 
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Mr Nandi 
Assistant Headteacher for KS4 Achievement and Pathways. 
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Consent form for compulsory intervention to support your child in achieving 
excellent grades 
 
Starting 27th September, my child will attend intervention on Monday and Thursday from 
3.15pm to 4.00pm and Friday from 1.30pm until 2.15pm.   
 
Please tick the two options below: 
 
Travel: 

My child will make their own way home  Monday, Thursday & Friday   □ 

My child will be collected from school       □ 
 
Friday lunch only: 

My child is FSM and will require a grab and go lunch      □ 
My child is not FSM but would like to order a grab and go lunch    □ 
 
 
Name of Student:   _____________________________  
 
Form:    _____________________________ 
 
Name of Parent:  _____________________________ 
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School Attendance – a very important message for all 
parents/carers 

 
September 2021 

 
Please Read 

 
                    13 September 2021  

 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
This is an important update about school attendance for the 2021/22 academic year.   
 
Ark Victoria Academy is working in partnership with parents and Birmingham City Council to 
ensure all children return to school following a difficult previous year. We would like to thank 
parents for the work you have done in ensuring your children received education during that 
time. 
 
It is now vital for all children to return to school to minimise, as far as possible, the longer-
term impact of the pandemic on their education, wellbeing and wider development.  We also 
know that when not in school, children missed being with their friends and the wider social 
aspects of school.   
 
Missing out on more time in the classroom risks pupils falling further behind. Those with 
higher overall absence tend to achieve less well in both primary and secondary school. 
Therefore, the government has confirmed that school attendance continues to be 
compulsory. 
 
This means that (unless parents are formally notified of new lockdown arrangements where 
schools are closed or a child is required to self-isolate), the usual rules on school attendance 
apply, including: 
 

• parents’ duty to send their child/children to school regularly where they are of 
compulsory school age; 

• schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence 
• the option for local authorities to again consider the use of legal sanctions, including 

penalty notices and prosecution in court. 
 

If you are worried about your child/children attending school the first port of call is to discuss 
your concerns with the school directly. The school has specialist staff who may be able to 
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help, and all schools work closely with health and council teams who may also be able to 
help if needed. 
 
Please note that, given the disruption to children’s education caused by the pandemic, 
requests for leave during term time are unlikely to be authorised by the Head Teacher.  
 
Family emergencies also need careful consideration. It is not always appropriate or in the 
best interests of the child to miss school for emergencies which are being dealt with by adult 
family members.   
 
No school or local authority wants to take legal action.  Every attempt to resolve parents’ 
concerns and improve a child’s attendance will be made before any formal legal action, which 
may include a penalty notice or court action, is instigated. 
    
However, where all efforts fail and parents fail to ensure their child attends school 
regularly, legal action may be considered. 
 
After so much disruption to children’s education over the past year, the most important thing 
is that the school and parents work together to get children back into school. The school is 
ready to listen so please contact them if you have any worries and they will try to help you.  
There is also information for parents and carers on attending school during the pandemic 
here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-
early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak 
 
Additionally, Birmingham City Council provides online information and guidance to parents 
on school attendance which you can access here: 
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20014/schools_and_learning/1502/school_attendance_
advice_for_parents 
 
We wish you and your child/children all the best for the new academic year. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
Education Legal Intervention Team 
Birmingham City Council                                    
 

         
Ms Ela McSorley      Mrs V Twort 
All-Through Principal     Primary Head Teacher 
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