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Thought for the week: 

‘…on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” Luke 2.14, 

New King James bible

Principal’s Message: 
We have reached the end of the autumn term and so much 
has been achieved. It has been a delight to see the individual 
and collective triumphs and successes. The vast majority of 
students have worked incredibly hard and represent the 

school and our values wonderfully. 

From our school performance of Aladdin to our pupils’ 
Christmas dinner, celebration assemblies, primary parties 

and festive jumpers, this last week is full of celebrations and 
reflections. As the year draws to a close, it is important to 
celebrate what has been achieved and to reflect on the year 

we have had. 

Our Primary results were exceptional, noted in the 

recent government’s analysis of 2022 results:  

- Key stage 2 attainment of the expected standard 
(100+) in reading, writing and mathematics (77%) 
was significantly above national and in 
the highest 20% in 2022 

- Key stage 2 attainment of the high standard (110+) 
in reading (48%) was significantly above national 
and in the highest 20% of all schools in 2022 

- Key stage 2 progress in mathematics (3.3) was 
significantly above national and in 
the highest 20% in 2022 

- Key stage 2 attainment of the high standard (110+) 
in mathematics (36%) was 
significantly above national and in 
the highest 20% in 2022 

- Key stage 1 attainment of the expected standard in 
writing (74%) was significantly above national and 
in the highest 20% in 2022 

- The proportion of pupils meeting the phonics 
expected standard (32+) in Year 1 (90%) was 
significantly above national and in 
the highest 20% of all schools in 2022 

-  
Our secondary results were similarly impressive: 

- Overall Progress 8 (0.4) was 
significantly above national and in 
the highest 20% in 2022 

-  
 

 
 

- The English element of Progress 8 (0.7) was 
significantly above national and in 
the highest 20% in 2022 

- The percentage achieving grade 4+ in humanities 
(83%) was significantly above national and in 
the highest 20% in 2022 

- The EBacc (humanities, science, modern foreign 
languages, Computer Science) element of Progress 
8 (0.5) was significantly above national and in 
the highest 20% in 2022 

 

It is important that we build upon these successes and 
continue to secure excellent outcomes for our learners. It is 
also important to consider our work on values and on 
character education. Our students learn the importance of 
core values and virtues and we expect them to practise being 

kind, ambitious and resilient. Our work with members of the 
local community, including Green Lane Mosque and 
Community Centre, is vital so that we can reiterate key 
messages of peace, tolerance, respect and compassion. This 
is the way our learners, our school and our community will 

thrive, if we prioritise peace, kindness and good will to all. 

Goodwill at this time of year is important; Christmas is a 
time when we can consider those less fortunate than 

ourselves. Our pupils have been fundraising and collecting 
for the reverse advent calendar, to help families in need. As 
a school, working closely with our newly formed parent and 
community group, we are considering ways to reach out in 
the community in the spring term, offering warmth, food 

and a space to talk and share ideas – more news on this to 
come. We will be holding our next Parent Coffee Morning on 
February 8th and look forward to seeing as many of you as 

possible there. 

Finally, I hope that you enjoy the time together over 
Christmas, with family and friends. I wish you all an 
enjoyable festive break and a happy and healthy new year 
ahead. We look forward to welcoming all our pupils back to 

school on January 5th 2023, at the usual start times. 

Ms McSorley 
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Primary Headteachers welcome 

It is coming to the end of a very busy term, and I was very 

pleased to be able to celebrate this in our end of term 
assemblies. During the assemblies, teachers celebrated 
children who have been Shining Stars – working hard and 
demonstrating our values all term – as well as those who 
made real improvements due to their efforts over the term. 

We also celebrated our Reading Superstars for their love of 
reading and the progress they have made this term. There 
were special awards from Heads of Year as well as Head 
Teachers’ Awards which were very difficult to choose as so 
many of the children have been amazing this term. 

Alongside this, we awarded the 100% attendance badges to 
those pupils who attended school every day since the 
beginning of the academic year. If your child received a 
certificate, please do congratulate them – we are incredibly 
proud of their achievements and we are sure that you will be 

too.   

Developing our pupils’ leadership skills is a focus for us this 
year. We understand the importance not only developing 

our young people into effective leaders but also the impact 
of working with our pupils to shape our school. This term, 
we had a wealth of applications for our anti bullying 
ambassadors, well being ambassadors and play leaders. 
Interviews were held and the successful pupils have received 

external training to support them in their new roles. I am 
very excited to see them in post from January and the 

impact this will have on all of our pupils. 

Unfortunately, attendance remains a concern with too many 
pupils falling below our target of 95%. Of course, we 
understand that children may be genuinely too poorly to 
come to school, but we would encourage parents to send 
pupils in wherever possible as learning time lost is difficult 

to make up. No term time holidays will be authorised and so 
far this term, families have been issued with fines and some 
families have even lost their place at the school as a result of 
unauthorised absence. Please do support us by sending your 

children into school every day, by working together we really 

will ensure all of pupils reach their full potential. 

 

There has been a wealth of enrichment opportunities this 
half term to enhance our curriculum. These have included 
children visiting places in and out of the local area for 
example the Blue Orange Theatre in the Jewellery Quarter 
and Bletchley Park. We have had visitors into school to share 

expertise on World War II and Toys from the Past. The 
children have taken part in hook days dressing up as 
Egyptians or in their pyjamas to immerse themselves in 
their wider curriculum learning. Parents have been invited 
to make Roman pots or take part in phonics workshops. We 

have a wide range of lunchtime and after school clubs that 
children have attended from origami to dance, tournaments 
in football and basketball and music concerts. We have had 
pumpkin parties and pantomimes, odd socks day and 
Children in Need. All of this alongside the excellent work the 

pupils have been doing in their classrooms every day. I 
would like to say a huge thank you to the staff for their hard 
work, to the pupils for their engagement and enthusiasm for 
learning and thank you as always to our parents for their 

support. 

Enjoy a very well deserved holiday and we look forward to 
welcoming you back in January. Watch this space for the 
date of the grand opening of our newly refurbished primary 

library. 

Mrs Twort   
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Key Messages to Primary Parents 
 
Reception Update 
On Tuesday 22nd November nursery had a special visit from 

the animal man. They saw lots of animals such as a snake, 
skunk, tortoise and a bearded dragon. Some of the children 
were brave enough to have a snake around their neck. The 
children had lots of fun learning interesting facts about the 

animals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 Update 
Year 1 have been busy learning 
all about Christianity in 
Religious Education; we ended 

our unit of work by visiting 
Holy Family Church. Father 
Fretch was extremely 
welcoming and answered lots 
of our questions. We have also 

got into the festive spirit in our classrooms by decorating our 
very own trees; we will be using this experience to write a set 
of instructions ensuring we include imperative verbs and 

top tips!   

Year 2 Update  
Year 2 have had a very exciting few weeks! From learning 
maths outside on the playground to our visit to Small Heath 
Park, we have been very busy! There have been lots of 

different topics to investigate in our lessons which has 
sparked our curiosity. We have investigated why the Titanic 
sinking was such a significant event, 
we have explored our local area to 
undercover which mini beasts live in 

different habitats and we have had 
our first in-class student council 
meetings to discuss how we can 
develop our character and sense of 

citizenship. We have also worked 
exceptionally hard the past few days 
to complete our maths, phonics, and reading assessments, 

and our teachers are all extremely proud of us!  

 

Year 3 Update 
In year 3, as part of their history lessons, pupils have been 
learning about the significance of religion to the Ancient 
Egyptians.  During the final week of term, pupils will be 
enjoying a 'drop-down day' where they delve deeper into this 
fascinating period of history!  All the teachers have been 
very impressed at how the pupils have developed their 
knowledge and understanding of historical concepts like 
significance.  Well done year 3! 
 

 
 
 

Year 4 Update 
Year 4 have been perfecting their times table recall by 

practising their times table test in 2 minutes! They have the 

opportunity to win different coloured badges if they get their 

answers correct. Just look at the hard work and 

concentration on our pupils’ face- we love to see it! Children 

can memorise their multiplication facts at home by focusing 

on learning a different times table each week. 

Our pupils have worked so hard this year and the year 4 

team are extremely proud of the effort and resilience the 

children have shown so far. As we are coming up to the end 

of term, we are looking forward to getting into the festive 

spirit and performing our Christmas songs in assembly 
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Year 5 Update 
Year 5 students were literally reaching for the stars last week 
as part of Planetarium Day! Adrian and Lucy from the 
Explorer Dome came into school to deliver a workshop 
where children took a virtual tour of our solar system and 

learnt all about the constellations. 

Year 6 Update 
Year 6 recently 
enjoyed a trip to 

Bletchley Park where 
they learnt all about 
the amazing 
codebreakers who 
helped to win World 

War 2.  They were a 
credit to our academy 
and the staff at the venue were very impressed by their 
knowledge and their impeccable behaviour. Also, a huge 

shout out to all pupils for their efforts in this week's mock 
SATs tests.  They have made us very proud and shown 

incredible progress.  Well done Year 6!   

Enrichment Update 
At Ark Victoria, we strive to enrich our curriculum offer of 
our pupils through a rich, broad, and balanced programme 
of educational visits and experiences. This year, we have 
introduced pupil passports which allow pupils the 
opportunity to experience 6 essential experiences that we 
believe every child should have before they move onto the 
next academic year.  
 
Children will explore connections with Nature, People, their 
Future, the Self, Culture and the Arts, and Adventure. All 
experiences are a series of interactions and/or connections. 
It is through making these connections that children engage 
with and start to understand the world around them. Our 
pupils each have their own paper-based pupil passport, 
comprising all the pupil experiences for each year group. 
They will receive a sticker for each experience as they 
achieve them. They also have a chance to do bonus activities 
at home with their families and earn extra stickers.  

This month, children had the opportunity to enter a ‘Design 
a Christmas Card’ competition, organised by education 
recruitment company Pioneer People. They had over 1000 
entries from schools all over the city. We were amazed by the 
effort made by our pupils at Ark Victoria.   
  
We are so proud to announce that Amina in Year 6 created 
the winning design. She has won a kindle and her design will 
be used as Pioneer People’s corporate Christmas card. I am 
sure you will agree her creative flair makes her a worthy 
winner! Congratulations, Amina.  

 

  

Digital Champions 
Congratulations to the pupils below who have received 
awards for Times Tables Rock Stars and Mathletics 
 
 
TTRS Champions: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Mathletics Class Champions:  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Year Pupil Name 

3 Sumaiyah 3T 

4 Aizah 4Y 

5 Hamza 5C 

6 Muskaan 6W 

Year  Number of 
bronze 

certificates 
achieved   

Number of silver 
certificates 
achieved  

1   3 0 

2   2 0 

3  4 0 

4  3 1 

5   5 1 

6  6 1 
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Primary Pastoral and Student Wellbeing 
Newsletter 
 
Shout Outs 
We would like to give a massive shout out to 
the following students.  Well done, we are 

proud of you and keep up the good work! 

 

ARK Values 
There are lots of things that children can do to gain positive 
points. The Ark Victoria values include being Ambitious, 

Resilient and Kind.  

Have a think about how you can demonstrate our Ark 

Values. Have you been ambitious recently?  

Have you shown resilience, or have you been kind to 
someone in your class? Mr Haddon, Mr Keen, Miss Smith 
and I are very excited to hear about all the different ways 
that you have demonstrated the Ark Values. All the teachers 

in school will be looking out to see these qualities and you 

will be rewarded with class dojo points. 

Attendance - A VERY IMPORTANT MESSAGE 
Regular school attendance is vital to ensure our pupils 
achieve the best possible outcomes. Even an absence of a 
day can impact on your child’s progress! 
 
In some circumstances you may be issued with a fine 
and/or your child/children may also lose their school place 
or be reported to the local authority as a missing child.  
Please support us in ensuring your child/children attend 
school every day. 
 

Primary Attendance Last week – 91.2% 

Please see table below, which shows the number of days 

missing from school, linked to attendance percentage 

 

Wellbeing Tips – 
There are lots of ways to feel calmer. It's about finding what 
works for you. Try some of the breathing exercises, 

activities, games and videos to help let go of stress. 

https://www.childline.org.uk/toolbox/calm-zone/ 

Self-care for parents and carers – remember you are 

important! 

https://www.annafreud.org/parents-and-

carers/self-care-for-parents-and-carers/ 

 

 

https://www.childline.org.uk/toolbox/calm-zone/
https://www.annafreud.org/parents-and-carers/self-care-for-parents-and-carers/
https://www.annafreud.org/parents-and-carers/self-care-for-parents-and-carers/
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Attendance Rewards  
Max, Winne the Pooh and Harry the Hippo.  Attendance 
bears are given to the class with the highest attendance in 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
 

 

Attendance Bear Winners   

Reception - highest class attendance is RC 99.17% 

1C - 92.50% 2T - 96.67% 

KS2 Weekly Attendance Trophy winners   

3T– 98.08% 

4S – 90.42% 

5C - 98.75% 

 6C – 97.41% 

 Well done to you all and keep it up!!   

 

Wellbeing Book Recommendation 

 

We all know that healthy minds are really important but 

how do we make sure we look after our mental health from 
a very young age? What's Going On Inside My Head? is a 
book for children that explores practical ways we can keep 

our minds in good shape as well as our bodies. 

Community Support 

For many families it can get harder over the winter months 
and a little more help will make all the difference.  Here are 

some of the early help resources, services and support that 
you may find useful. 
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50224/birmingham
_children_s_partnership/2218/from_birmingham_with_l

ove 

The information shared on these pages is also available in 
different languages 
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/downloads/download/3

595/from_birmingham_with_love_-_downloadable_flyer

 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50224/birmingham_children_s_partnership/2218/from_birmingham_with_love
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50224/birmingham_children_s_partnership/2218/from_birmingham_with_love
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50224/birmingham_children_s_partnership/2218/from_birmingham_with_love
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/downloads/download/3595/from_birmingham_with_love_-_downloadable_flyer
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/downloads/download/3595/from_birmingham_with_love_-_downloadable_flyer
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Yardley Fives - FREE Christmas Holiday provision 

for all children and families 

Yardley Fives are pleased to announce our FREE Christmas 
Holiday Activities at Yardley Fives. We will be delivering a 

range of sports and activities alongside games consoles 
(PS5/FIFA) alongside every child having a meal every day 

they attend.  

Register early and secure your child’s place as we will book 

up fast!  

Please feel free to pass onto family and friends so they don’t 

miss out on our activities.  

Venue: Yardley Fives, Sedgemere Road, B26 2AX 

Dates: Monday 19th - Friday 23rd December and 

Wednesday 28th - Friday 30th December. 

Session Times: 9:45am - 1:45pm or 1:45pm - 5:45pm (Please 

note you can only attend either the morning or afternoon 

session). 

Ages: 5-16 only. 

Register each child using the link here: 

https://forms.gle/nxL5xUmusrkc4Q2q6 

 

 

Take Care all and have a lovely Christmas holiday 

Mrs Kumar Pastoral Lead 

Primary Recommend Read 

Winter Magic, curated by Abi Elphinstone 

Winter is a season that sparkles with 
magic and Abi Elphinstone has captured 
that magic in this stunning curation of 

short stories.  Let frost fairs enthral you, 
husky dogs whisk you away on fur-lined 
sleds and wishing books answer your 
heart’s desires.  Here, fairytales are 
reimagined, lost legends are 

remembered, and folk tales are re-told 
as you’ve never heard them 
before.  There are snow dragons, elf 
tunnels, winter ballets and frozen rivers, but there are also 
pied pipers, unlikely time travellers, witches, and renegade 

French teachers.  This is winter magic at its best.  So, take a 
seat, wrap up warm and don’t forget to send your Christmas 
list to the Svenland elves – because eleven shiveringly 

magical stories await you.   

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/nxL5xUmusrkc4Q2q6
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We have had a very productive term, filled with academic, 
sporting, and pastoral successes. Students have experienced 
a range of events such as the KS3 Careers fair, 
Remembrance Day activities and Central Sports 
Partnership School Games. Year 11 students completed their 
first set of mock exams and will be busy preparing for the 
next stage which involves college applications and the 
second set of mock exams in the Spring term.  
 
Please read below for further details for each year group. 
Please also look out for our Secondary curriculum 
newsletter at the start of January, which will detail the topics 
that students in each year will be studying. 
  
As we draw to the end of the first term, we wish all of our 
families a safe and happy holiday. We look forward to seeing 
students back in school in January 2023. 

 
Year 7 update 
The end of the year is upon us, and for year 7 it marks the 
conclusion of their first term in secondary education. It is 
encouraging to see how well students have adapted to 
secondary life at Ark Victoria and bought in to the culture of 
the school. Over the last half term, year 7 students have 
participated in our Christmas competition across many 
subjects, it has been great to see students becoming 
competitive and striving for success. 
 
As we bid farewell to 2022, I would like to take the 
opportunity to thank students for their hard work and 
dedication. I am extremely proud as their head of year; of 
the progress they have made and can’t wait to see what they 
achieve in the new year.  
 
I would also like to thank parents for their support and 
involvement in their child’s education. Parent involvement 
is crucial in helping your children succeed and we are 
extremely grateful for the time and energy that parents have 
invested so far. 
 
I wish all the Year 7 students and their families a happy and 
safe festive holiday. I am looking forward to welcoming 
them back in the new year, refreshed and ready for the 
exciting challenges that face them. 
I would like to congratulate the following students who have 

the highest pastoral scores in the year: 

 
Year 8 update 
Our year 8's have had a fantastic and eventful first term this 
academic year. They have worked extremely hard this term 
and shown our Ark values in everything they do, and we look 
forward to seeing them after the Christmas break. We 
welcome this opportunity to congratulate the following 

students who have accumulated the highest pastoral scores 

in year. 

 
Year 9 update 
As we come to the end of the Autumn term, the majority of 
Year 9 students can be proud of their achievements and 
progress made so far. Students have demonstrated our core 
values admirably and should look to build on the positive 
start they have made this academic year.  
 
After the Christmas break, punctuality and attendance will 
be a major focus as we strive to achieve 100%. Students have 
got their Options Evening fast approaching next term and 
need to ensure they are focused on their education. 
Congratulations to our Top 5 Pastoral Scoring students: 

 
Myself, Mr Stead and the rest of the Year 9 Pastoral Team 
wish you a safe and relaxed Christmas holiday and look 
forward to seeing you in the New Year. 

 

Name 
 
Tutor Pastoral Score 

Pappu 7 Zephaniah 238 

Ana 7 Tolkien 234 

Maksudul 7 Zephaniah 231 

Wasim 7 Yousafzai 226 

Eliza 7 Zephaniah 225 

Name 
 
Tutor Pastoral Score 

Safwan 8 Zephaniah 232 

Sana 8 Simmonds 197 

Yasir 8 Zephaniah 180 

Sumayah 8 Yousafzai 175 

Jannat 8 Yousafzai 175 

Name 
 
Tutor Pastoral Score 

Hamida 9 Cadbury 229 

Mohammed Y 9 Simmonds 215 

Hajrah 9 Yousafzai 203 

Daksha 9 Simmonds 202 

Kardo 9 Yousafzai 189 
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Year 10 update  
Year 10 continue to build positively within this half term, 
students have already gained over 2000 positives this half 
term, well done! 
  
Within this half term we have tried to build leadership 
within the year group with several students either taking 
part in the workshop, the mental health ambassador 
meetings, or the student council meetings. Students were 
articulate and came up with some great ideas to present to 
the council meeting, I would like to give a special mention to 
Taha and Mariyam for taking lead on this.  
 
 The following boys have also created a PowerPoint that was 
presented to myself and Mr Nandi, within this the boys 
presented the rules and regulations of the Astro, well done 
to Ibrahim, Sabaton, Hammad, Zishan, Hussein and Shakib. 
The boys will present this to the rest of the year group during 
Y10 assembly. I would like to congratulate the following 
students who have the highest pastoral scores in the year: 

 

Year 11 update 
This half term has been jam-packed for year 11, students 
sat mock exams in the first two weeks of term and have 

now received their results. Parents Evening took place on 
Thursday 8th December, where feedback was provided and 
gaps in knowledge were pinpointed. Interventions have 
also restarted, and pupils have been given timetables. 
 

Our Prefects have been meeting with Miss Masoud every 
Thursday, discussing whole school strategies for positives 
and rewards. They have also begun their duties at 
lunchtime and feedback has been great! A massive shout 
out to all our student leaders.  
 

I would like to congratulate the following students who have 

the highest pastoral scores in the year: 

Name 
 
Tutor Pastoral Score 

Ilsa 11 Simmonds 150 

Aqsa 11 Cadbury 140 

Humaira 11 Simmonds 138 

Ramzan 11 Simmonds 131 

Alif 11 Yousafzai 129 

 

What a great start to the year; we are looking forward to 
seeing others compete for the top spot as the term 
continues.   
 

The following students have been awarded the "Student of 
the Week" for their excellent attitude to learning and 
positive contribution to lessons"  
 

• Nahid 11z 

• Khalid 11y  

• Arman 11t 

• Aisha 11c 

• Samira 11s 
 

We look forward to welcoming our year 11s back after half 
term in January after a well-deserved break, please 
encourage your child to revise over half term.  
 

Careers Update 
Year 7 – careers Panel 
On Tuesday 6th December, we organised our very first career 
panel for Year 7. We had different external agencies come in 
to speak to the pupils about different industries. This 
involved Y7s interacting with different workings regarding 
their career journeys, job roles and the various skills and 
qualifications needed for employment.  
  
Year 11 – Solihull College 
On Thursday 1st December, Solihull College come in to work 
with a group of Y11 students to discuss the different 
opportunities.  They discussed A-levels, T-levels and various 
vocational courses. Feedback from employers mentioned 
how well behaved and engaged our pupils were. 
  
The rest of Y11 had virtual interactions with Aston 
University, Birmingham University and Joseph 
Chamberlain College.  We are asking all Y11s to now apply 
to at least 2 colleges, sixth forms or apprenticeships before 
the 16th of December.  
 

Community Engagement 
On Friday 25th November, Ark Victoria Academy welcome 
the BBC into school to deliver a series of engaging 
assemblies as part of the BBC Share Your Story Tour. Pupils 
had the opportunity to hear BBC ambassadors sharing their 
stories of personal experiences and challenges they have 
overcome.  
 
These stories were shared to show that no matter what you 
go through, you can still achieve your goals and find 
happiness. Pupils then had the chance to ask the 
ambassadors questions about their stories.  
 
The assemblies were extremely engaging and thoroughly 
enjoyed by students and staff. We would like to thank the 
BBC for taking the time to come into school and inspire our 
students through their personal stories. 
 

Name 
 
Tutor Pastoral Score 

Ayman 10 Yousafzai 290 

Mariyam 10 Watt 265 

Nimr 10 Yousafzai 257 

Humza 10 Yousafzai 195 

Sairah 10 Tolkien 192 
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On Tuesday 29th November, 9 pupils from Years 8 and 9 
went to visit Birmingham Central Library as part of the 
‘Everything to Everybody Project.’ In the summer term, 
these pupils spent time researching the Shakespeare 
collection and considered what this meant for young people 
today. They then spent 6 weeks developing a resource which 
is designed to enable schools and young people to engage 
with the Shakespeare Library in a meaningful way.  
 

             
 

             
Pupils presented the project and their resource to the E2E 
leaders and library staff. This was an opportunity to 
celebrate all their hard work and to consider how they will 
share their resource with staff and other schools in the near 
future. Students also had the opportunity to visit the 
'Everything to Everybody: Your Shakespeare, Your Culture' 
exhibition at the Shakespeare memorial library. We were 
very proud of all our students.  
 

       
 
This term has seen the relaunch of our Citizens UK Student 

Leadership Training Programme for 20 Primary and 

Secondary students. They have explored what makes good 

leadership and have understood the tools needed to identify 

issues in the community which can be resolved. Our Primary 

students have highlighted the high cost of bills and low-paid 

work as being major issues that affect them. The school 

hosted and is continuing to run parent forums on various 

issues, and we will be having our local MP (Jess Phillips) run 

workshops on housing and speak to our students about 

British democracy in the new year. 

Secondary Behaviour 
If your child is receiving regular detentions, please speak to 
them to offer support.  If you are concerned, and your child's 
form teacher or Head of Year has not already contacted you 
to discuss behaviour, please call the school and ask to speak 
to the Head of Year. 
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Attendance Matters 

Impact of poor attendance   

Frequent absence can add up to a considerable amount of 
lost learning and can seriously disadvantage your child in 
adult life. If your child’s level of absence is of serious 
concern, we will contact you to discuss how we can support 
you. Failure to work with the school and continued absence 

may result in the School and the Local Authority taking 

legal action.  

“It doesn’t matter if absences are authorised or 
unauthorised.  They all represent lost time in the classroom 
and a lost opportunity learn”.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PE (secondary) Extra-curricular activities in 
Summer Term 2022: 

Day  Time  
Year 
Group  

Activity  Staff  

Monday  
  

3.15-
4.30  

Y8 
Boys  

Football  SMN  

Monday  
3.15-
4.30  

Girls  Badminton  SCN/JMS  

Tuesday   
3.15-
4.30  

Y7 
Boys  

Football  MLA  

Wednesday  
  

3.15-
4.15  

Y7/Y8  Tennis  
Sport for life 
International  

Wednesday  
  

3.15-
4.15  

Y11  
Y10  

Duke of 
Edinburgh  

SCN/KWD  
 in M25/Sports 
Hall/Astro  

Thursday   
  

3.15-
4.30  

Girls  Football  SCN/JMS  

 
All students need to be in school PE kit and bring a drink 
with them.  
 
Tennis Sessions for Year 7 & 8  
Each week on a Wednesday we have a fully 
qualified Tennis Coach come into school to work with our 
students on their Tennis skills, but also to rebuild their 
confidence in being physically active outside of PE. Our First 
Set of students have had a brilliant time developing their 
control and technique and showed some amazing progress 
in the final weeks.    
 
There are still a few places available, so if you 
would like your son or daughter to get involved, 
please get in touch with Ms Coughlan 
(s.coughlan@arkvictoria.org) for further 
information.  
 
Sessions: 3.25-4.25pm Wednesdays 
every week for the remainder of 
term.  Students will need to be in PE kit and bring a drink. 
They must also have a reply slip signed by parents to attend. 
 

Boccia 
South B’ham 
KS3/KS4 
Competition 

09/12/2022 
@Colmores School 
10.00AM-2.00PM 

Boccia  
Level 1 
Leaders 
Officiating    

09/12/2022  
@Colmores School 
10.00AM-2.00PM 

KS4  
Boys 
Badminton  

12/12/2022  
 @AVA 4-5.30PM   
  

School 
Games  

Para Athletics 13/12/2022  
@ Billesley Tennis 
Centre 10.00AM-
2.00PM 

Girls 
Football 

Go Lead Event 30/01/2023  10.00AM-2.00PM 

Year 1 
Multiskills 
Leaders  

28/03/2023  
 @ Billesley Tennis 
Centre 10.00AM-
2.00PM 

mailto:s.coughlan@arkvictoria.org
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Girls Badminton 07/11/2022 @AVA  
Sadly, there were a few schools who had to pull out of the 
event run by the Central Sports Partnership but hosted by 
AVA. We had a great turn out with 20 girls from AVA taking 
part building and developing their badminton skills. There 
was even an opportunity for some of our Year 10 to work 
with Starbank Primary students to build their confidence 
too! Hopefully at the next event we will have a few more girls 
from other school to compete against. Proud of all the girls 
who showed up for AVA! 
 
KS3 Boys Badminton 14/11/2022 @AVA  
It was a great atmosphere this evening, a great turn out 
with all our students had a great time and we are really 
proud to say we had 3 teams entering the competition.  
 
1st Ark Victoria 1 
2nd Yardley's 1 
3rd Holy Trinity 
4th Ark Victoria 2 
5th Yardley's 2 
6th Ark Victoria 3 
 
Congratulations to the students who were awarded School 
Games Values Badges from the opposition! 
 
KS3 Boys Table Tennis 15/11/2022 @Holy Trinity  
What a tournament this was. Ark Victoria played matches 
against Holy Trinity and Yardleys School. Each school 
entered two teams and they played several fixtures. After all 
matches were played Ark Victoria 2nd team finished in 3rd 
place and the 1st team finished as overall winners.  
 
The boys played some amazing table tennis and should be 
proud of their success. School games badges were awarded 
to Azan A and Ali A. 
 
KS4 Boys Table Tennis 22/11/2022 @Holy Trinity  

 
This was a closely fought 
tournament between Holy 
Trinity and AVA. Some excellent 
serving and knowledge of the 
rules shone through from our 
GCSE PE and Sports Studies 
students. School Games Value 
Badge was awarded to 
Abdulrouf.  

Student Leadership 
Central Sports Partnership Bronze Sports Leaders: 
Five of our Year 10 sports leaders who helped with 
officiating and scoring the games at the KS3 Badminton 
event. They have all been awarded a Bronze Sports Leaders 
Award from the Central Sports Partnership. Well done, 
Jaminul, Taha, Omer, Hammad K & Danyal on some great 
officiating and applying your learning from GCSE PE! We 
look forwards to seeing your progress to Silver Sports 
Leaders! 

 
Boccia Leader Training @UoB 15/11/2022  

   
 
Ten of our Year 10 girls visited the University of 
Birmingham Sports Centre where they received training 
from Boccia England to become Level 1 Boccia Leaders. 
They also received their Bronze School Games Leader 
Badges and were lucky enough to bring a brand-new Boccia 
kit to school ready to teach some of our students how to 
play the sport.  
 
Boccia is a Paralympic 
Sporting event that aims 
to be inclusive for all 
students irrespective of their 
backgrounds. Moving 
forwards the girls will be 
officiating and leading at the 
South Birmingham School Games Boccia Competition on 
the 09/12/2022 and hopefully at the Level 3 school finals in 
February 2023.  
 
Well done girls, you did a great job on the course, and we are 
really looking forwards to seeing how you move forwards in 
your leadership and bring Boccia to life at AVA! 
 
Football. 
Girls Football 17/11/2022 ‘v’ Ark St Alban’s @AVA  
Y7-9 5-a-side AVA showed a strong display of football 
during this game winning 9-1. The Girls were a little nervous 
in the first few minutes of the game and took a bit of time to 
get into the game and understand their roles and positions.  
 
Massive shout out to Hafsa who volunteered to start off in 
goal. St Albans started off strong scoring the first goal within 
the first 5 minutes. However, after this goal the girls pulled 
together, worked hard, and scored a goal straight away from 
centre kick. First half finishing at 5-1 to Ark Victoria. Both 
teams started off the second half strong with a few chances 
to score. Safoora was excellent at giving their defence 
pressure upfront, forcing them to make mistakes close to 
goal giving us lots of opportunities to shoot and score.  
 
Marwa was always behind supporting Safoora making it 
even harder for the other team. Well done to all the girls who 
played, your efforts were outstanding and played amazing. 
Continue with the great work!  
 
Player of the match: Khadija for her outstanding effort 
throughout the whole match. 
Captain: Saima K 
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Y9-11 8-a-side  
This was a very closely contested and physical match. St 
Albans scored just before the close of the first half putting 
them at a 1-0 lead. Some minor changes at half time and 
AVA dug deep to keep pushing towards goal with a few shots 
on target but being stopped by the keeper.  
 
Both teams defended hard for the full 40minutes. In the end 
no goals were scored by either side and the game finished 
with a 1-0 loss. Ms Coughlan is very proud of the team, their 
resilience but also fantastic sporting role models they are 
becoming. Their conduct and fair play both on and off the 
pitch was outstanding! A credit to the school. 
 
Player of the match: Ruqeyyah H (Year 8) For an 
outstanding performance against a number of students who 
were older than her and looking like she belonged there! 
Very hard when you are 3 years younger than some of the 
other players. 
Captain: Ayman 
 
Year 7 Boys AES 5-a-side Football Tournament 
@Aston Manor 
What a great tournament, well organised and enjoyed by all. 
Mr Latham took charge of our 8-man team for the event. 
Outstanding goal keeping by Anikui who really was an 
integral part of the team! 
 
4-0 Win George Dixon 
0-1 Loss Aston Manor Academy A 
3-2 Win St John Wall 
0-1 Loss in the final minutes to JQA 
 
Almost making the semi-final and missing out by 1 goal to 
the eventual finalist team. The overall winners were 
Handsworth Grammar beating Aston Manor A in the Final 
on penalties 2-1 after a goalless draw.  
 
Player of the tournament: Zakai 
Captain: Ibrahim & Abu M 
Top Goal Scorers: Luqman, Zakai & Ibrahim 
 
Year 8 Boys Football ‘v’ @Hodge Hill 
Sadly, we were not victorious on this occasion but the great 
teamwork, work ethic, the determination and resilience 
shone through for the boys. It was so nice to see the boys 
having fun and enjoying the experience and despite the 
defeat wanting to participate and do it all over again. Shout 
out to Mr Parker for the getting the first match of the season 
under way. We are looking forwards to seeing how you 
progress over the season. 
Year 9 Boys Football ‘v’ Heartlands Academy 
Year 9 boys travelled to Heartlands Academy to play their 
first league match of the year. The boys were extremely 
optimistic, motivated and determined to do well. In the first 
half the boys took a while to settle and organise themselves 
as well as being up against a very good Heartlands team. The 
boys tried their best but found themselves 3-1 down at half-

time.  In the second half they started to show some belief in 
their ability and started to pass the ball around well, there 
were some brilliant sequences of plays and every player put 
in 110% in the second half. 
 
At full-time the score ended 4-3 to Heartlands Academy, the 
boys felt disappointed as they ended up winning the second 
half and believed had there been more time could have got 
the win. They should be proud of their efforts and the way 
the conducted themselves showing excellent sportsmanship 
and fair play. There are lots of positives to build on and the 
boys are looking forward to their next fixtures. Goal scorers 
were Faheem K (1) and Ali Z (2) 
 
Player of the Match: Jibril M for a towering defensive 
performance.   
 
Ark Football Championships Year 7/8 08/12/2022 
We are very proud to be taking a boy (7-a-side) and girls (5-
a-side) team down to Wembley Goals in London to compete 
in the very first Ark Football Championships. The students 
selected will play against a number of Ark schools from 
across the network to see who will be crowned victorious.  
 
This is also a very exciting time as there will be talent scouts 
there too looking for an elite group of players to work with 
in the future. We wish our students the best of luck and we 
look forwards to telling you all about it in our next edition of 
the newsletter. 
 
NB. All students who play for the school team will 
need their own shin pads or they will not be allowed 
to play. Football kit will be provided.  
 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award!  
We have had a few setbacks along the road, but this will be 
the focus of the spring term getting expeditions organised 
and offering the course out to the new students.   
 
If you have any questions, please speak to Ms Coughlan 
(DofE Manager) of Miss Ward (DofE Leader) or see our 
students MS team’s page.  
 
House Competitions:  
This term we have the Girls competing in a House Football 
Competition and the Boys in House Table Tennis. 
Competitions will take place during the final week of term. 
Results will be announced at the start of the Spring term. 
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Secondary Recommended Read 

This week’s recommended read is for Year 8 and Year 9 and 
is entitled Dear Martin by Nic Stone. It follows the story of 
Justyce McAllister, a young African American man trying to 
find his way in an unjust America. He turns to the teachings 
of Dr. Martin Luther King as he attempts to make sense of 
the intense world around him.  
 

 
 
 
MR ALIPOUR’S PUZZLES 16/12/2022 
Are you excited about learning Maths? Are you inspired to 
receive more golden tickets? Then try Mr Alipour’s puzzles 

and email your answers to r.alipour@arkvictoria.org  

Any student with correct answers to my puzzles will receive 

golden tickets       Challenging, however fun, Maths puzzles 
will be posted in our weekly newsletters, and you will be able 
to see the answers in the next newsletter. Well done to all 7 
students at Ark Victoria Academy, for getting correct 
answers to my last puzzles. All these students now have won 
many golden tickets! So, try my next puzzles and send me  

Last puzzles answers: Puzzle 4 

 

Puzzle 4  
Well done to all students who got the correct answer for 

Puzzle 4.  

This Week’s Puzzle 

Puzzle 5 

 

Free School Meals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click the images above to apply for free school meals. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
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Key Dates/Events 
• 07.12.22 – Drop down morning-Toy Lady 

• 13.12.22 - Aladdin Performance Matinee 

• 14.12.22 - Aladdin Performance 7-8pm    

• 15.12.22 - Aladdin Performance 7-8pm 

 
Parents Evening 
• 08.12.22 - Year 11 Parents' Evening 

• 16.02.23 - Year 9 Parents' Evening /options 

• 09.03.23 - Year 6 Parents' Evening 

• 16.03.23 - Year 11 Parents' Evening 

• 28.03.23 - Early years & KS1 Parents' Evening 

• 30.03.23 - Years 3-5 Parents' Evening 

• 27.04.23 - Year 8 Parents' Evening 

• 15.06.23 - Year 7 Parents' Evening 

• 17.07.23 - Drop in Parents' Evening - all primary years 

• 18.07.23 - Year 10 Parents' Evening 

 
 
Term Dates 
• 16.12.22 - End of term  

• 05.01.23 - Term begins 

• 20.02.23 – 24.02.23 - Half term  

• 31.03.23 - End of term 

• 17.04.23 - Term begins 

• 29.05.23 – 02.06.23 Half term 

• 25.07.23 - End of term 
 

 
Inset Days   
• 03.01.23 - School inset day  

• 04.01.23 - School inset day  

• 01.02.23 - Ark inset day  

• 06.07.23 - Ark inset day  

• 24.07.23 - School inset day 

• 25.07.23 - School inset day 

 

Summer Fete   
• 19.07.23 – Early Closure of Ark Victoria Academy – 

Secondary only 

 


