08/04/2022

Thought for the week:
‘Simple acts of kindness are the seeds we plant to change the world.’
Today we say goodbye to two of our fantastic teachers
in secondary phase: Ms Gilpin who has secured a Head
of MFL role and Dr Abbotts a teacher of science role;
both teachers have worked incredibly hard supporting
pupils across our school and will be hugely missed. We
thank them for their hard work, commitment, and all
that they have done for Ark Victoria – we will miss
them dearly!
I am pleased to say that we will be joined in September
by Ms H Bartle, teacher of French and Ms A Qasim,
teacher of science – we are very much looking forward
to working with them.

Principal’s Message
I am exceptionally proud of what has been achieved
this term by our pupils, our staff and our community.
There are so many well-deserved prize winners and
pupils with excellent attendance and behaviour
records, which you will see later on in this newsletter.
And in this busy term, with lots achieved, we’ve
remembered to be kind, courteous and respectful.
Yesterday a member of the public came to speak to me
on the gate, about the kindness, courtesy and
exceptional manners of our pupils outside of school.
Our pupils really are demonstrating our values and
working hard, not just academically, but on their
personal development and values too, inside and
outside of school.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank
you for your continued support and to wish Ramadan
Mubarak to our families observing Ramadan. I hope
you all enjoy a safe, peaceful and relaxing Easter break.
Ms E. McSorley

With Easter school planned for next week, it’s not quite
the end of term for everyone, but a time to really
prepare for the summer exam series. Both Y6 and Y11
pupils have been given revision guides and signposted
to the relevant apps or software on their devices so that
they can revise and prepare thoroughly. For most of
the school, and for Y6 and Y11 in week 2, it is a chance
to rest, relax, recharge the batteries and enjoy some
family time. We will continue to monitor all pupil
devices using our SENSO software. We’ve also sent out
a text with a reminder of some key numbers and
agencies as an extra layer of support available, while
school is closed.
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Summer Term and ensure your child comes to school every
day.

Primary Headteachers welcome
I would like to start by saying a huge well done to all our
pupils for such a successful spring term. I hope that you saw
on Parents’ Evening how hard your children have been
working and the progress they have made since the start of
the year. We really enjoyed having our families back in
school for the first time in over two years and are planning a
lot more opportunities for parents to come in during the
Summer Term.
Unfortunately, the weather is a little less Spring like than a
few weeks ago, but we are hoping for the return of the
sunshine over the holidays; particularly as all of our year
groups have been busy planting seeds in our planters
around the school grounds. Not only will this make our
school look beautiful, it is also linked to the curriculum for
many of our year groups - for example Reception have been
developing their understanding of the world and learning
what plants need to grow. We will also have a gardening
after school club for any of our green fingered pupils!
Year 5 thoroughly enjoyed their trip to Ackers this week.
The children were able to take part in a range of adventurous
activities including orienteering, tobogganing and canoeing.
The orienteering was particularly
interesting as it links closely to the
text Year 5 are currently studying The Explorer by Katherine
Rundell. It was an action-packed
day with some very tired children
at the end!
Well done to Eshal, who won a
golden coin to use in our vending
machine for her ‘above and beyond’
reading homework. She chose
Katherine Rundell’s Rooftoppers
which is a fantastic book – I hope you
enjoy it Ehsal!
A huge well done to 4 Watt for 100%
attendance this week – this is
amazing! Unfortunately, for many
classes our attendance remains too
low which is a real concern.
Mrs Kumar has sent a separate letter explaining why
attendance is so important and the updated rewards we will
be giving classes / pupils who come to school every day.
Please work with us to improve our attendance in the

Year 6 are continuing to work incredibly hard preparing for
their SATs which will begin on Monday 9th May. Some Year
6 pupils are even coming in for Easter school next week and
I am very proud of their continued hard work and
commitment. A reminder to all Year 6 parents to please
ensure your children are in school every day after Easter as
this is incredibly important preparation time for the tests.
On our return after Easter, I am very excited to announce
that we will be launching Mathletics. This is an online maths
platform full of interactive activities, games and challenges
which the children are going to really enjoy whilst
developing their maths skills. Watch this space for log in
details and information for parents.
I would like to wish Ramadan Mubarak to our families
observing Ramadan, and to wish all our families a safe and
peaceful Easter break.

Key Messages to Primary Parents
Reception Update

This week in Reception, we have been learning about
substituting in English. The children have been substituting
and innovating our focus story of Jack
and the Beanstalk. In Maths, we have
been learning about doubling and
halving, and the children have been
solving sums practically. This week in
Science, we have been learning about
the lifecycle of a frog. We even got to
explore some ‘frogspawn’!

Year 1 Update

Year 1 had a super exciting day last week
when we had our very own Brazilian style
carnival! The children all looked fantastic
in their brightly coloured party clothes,
and they loved creating their very own
carnival masks and musical instruments.
In the afternoon, we created a delicious
salsa and partied to carnival music.

Year 2 Update

This week Year 2 have been using their
detective skills to make a newspaper
report about a very strange incident. A
mysterious person had seemingly broken
into the Year 2 classrooms and set their
flipchart papers on fire! Luckily, we had
some fantastic reporters on the scene to
inform us about this shocking event!
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Year 3 Update

Year 3 completed their writing
unit on biographies this week.
For their independent piece, they
wrote a biography about Mansa
Musa - the richest man who ever
lived!

Year 4 Update

In Science, Year 4 have been learning about how organisms
in an ecosystem depend on one
another for survival. With that in
mind, they went out on a minibeast hunt to look at their
ecosystems (habitats) and how
they interacted with other
organisms. They found lady
birds, ants, spiders and many
more creatures to study.

Ark Values

There are lots of things that children can do, to gain positive
points. The Ark Victoria values include being Ambitious,
Resilient and Kind.
Have a think about how you can demonstrate our Ark
Values. Have you been ambitious recently?
Have you shown resilience, or have you been kind to
someone in your class? Miss Foster, Mr Keen and I are very
excited to hear about all the different ways that you have
demonstrated the Ark Values. All the teachers in school will
be looking out to see these qualities, and you will be
rewarded with positive points.

Attendance

Attendance figures have fallen in the school. Please see the
table below, which shows the number of days missing from
school, linked to attendance percentage

Primary Pastoral and Student
Wellbeing Newsletter
Shout Outs

We would like to give a massive shout out to the following
students. Well done, we are proud of you and keep up the
good work!
Fatima H (1S) – Highest Dojo Points in Year 1
Amatuallah (1T) for always striving to make her work the
best it can be.
Iqra (2C) and Rahim (2T) for their brilliant arithmetic skills
and being able to clearly explain the importance of each step
and why it is done. Well done!
Yusuf (3Z) - Highest positive points this term
Nabiha (4C) for being a model of all three school values. She
is especially kind to students and staff alike, always putting
others first.
Um-E A (4S) for being ambitious, resilient and kind. She
embodies all the AVA values every day she's in school and
it's a pleasure having her in the class.
Zubaira (4Z) for being ambitious and kind. Her kindness is
for everyone she comes across.
Saif (5T) and Amina (5T) for facing their fears, being brave
and overcoming the challenges at Ackers Trust this week.
They were superstars!
Aafia (4Z) for being so conscientious about everything she
does. She is a model student and aims to achieve her best
by the end of each lesson.
Bhavjot (6Y) - Highest positive points this term
A massive shout out to 4 Watt – 100% Attendance
for last week. This is fantastic - keep it up!

School Attendance for last week
YEAR 4
4C
4S
4W
4Z
Total %

YEAR 5
96.15%
89.26%
100%
97.93%
95.87%

YEAR 1

5C
5T
5W
5Y

YEAR 6
93.33%
92.33%
90.67%
93.38%
92.41%

YEAR 2

1S
1T
1W

92.58%
91.61%
95.00%

Total %

93.00%

2C
2S
2T
2W

6S
6T
6Y
6Z

98.62%
96.58%
99.33%
90.00%
96.10%

YEAR 3
88.69%
99.08%
89.17%
94.44%
92.73%

3S
3T
3Y
3Z

96.00%
99.33%
97.00%
92.67%
96.25%
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We want our children to have a positive experience at school
and to be able to reach their full potential. In order for them
to achieve this it is important that they attend school
regularly. We hope that you will continue to support us with
attendance by ensuring that your child is in school every day
and on time.

5 Finger Breathing Tip

Healthy Eating

There is an increasing issue with childhood obesity and
tooth decay, and we want to support parents as much as
possible to make healthy choices for their children’s meals.
There is also a clear link between a high sugar intake and
poor behaviour, which we seek to protect our children from.
We would like to encourage parents to be more aware of the
foods going into lunch boxes and we understand that
providing a packed lunch can be difficult; therefore please
see the ideas below for a healthy lunchbox.
We discourage crisps, chocolate, cakes and squash and
would prefer to see fruit, yoghurts, vegetables or healthy
alternatives.
Please find below some useful information on Healthy
eating.
https://parentzone.org.uk/article/healthy-eating-parentsguide
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthierlunchboxes/

Book Recommendation

The pastoral team are extremely passionate about meeting
the children's needs through various resources.
This week’s Book Recommendation—Hope by Corrinne
Averiss and Sebastien Pelon
“Hope is keeping a light on, however dark things seem.”
Comet is Finn’s dog, and his very best friend. They do
everything together. But one day, Comet won’t get out of his
basket - not even for his very favourite things! The vet tells
Finn that Comet needs to stay in overnight for an operation.
That evening, Finn sits in his den feeling very alone. Dad
tells him to keep on hoping. At night, as Finn sleeps,
thousands of little lights appear in the sky, each one a hope
from a different person in the world. Emotional, funny and
uplifting, this beautiful picture book is a pure delight from
start to finish. A wonderful story that shows children not to
give up hope when times are uncertain.

Parking

https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/nutrition-andhealthy-eating/
https://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/wholeschool/parental-engagement/#HL

Wellbeing Tips

Young Minds A-Z Guide
Young Minds have produced an A-Z guide which gives
advice on how to help your child with their feelings and
behaviour, as well as mental health conditions and life
events. They’ll also show you where you can get help.
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/a-z-guide/

Please could parents and carers be mindful where they are
parking at the beginning and end of the school day.
Your children's safety is our number one priority. We
understand that there are
limited places to park around
the school, but we ask
parents not to park on double
yellow lines and zig-zag lines
outside school or around the
school entrance.
Take Care all and have a safe and happy Easter Break
Mrs Kumar,
Pastoral Lead
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•
•

Abid U – 8 Yousafzai
Nusaybah C – 8 Zephaniah

We wish you all a pleasant and safe Easter holiday and look
forward to welcoming you back for the summer term.
Mr Martin & Mr Stead

Year 9 update
This half term has been a busy time for staff and students in
the secondary phase; filled with hard work, engaging clubs
and activities, sporting achievements and opportunities for
students to demonstrate their leadership. Year 11 students
have worked very hard towards their GCSE’s and the mock
exams earlier this term. We have also been delighted to be
able to meet parents and students in school at the Year 9 and
Year 11 Parents’ Evenings. Please read below for further
details on each year group.

Year 7 update

We have had a fantastic term in Year 7 with 4000 positive
logs over its duration. We have had much to celebrate
including success with the Year 7 football team and the
amazing fundraising for Red Nose day.
Well done to the following for achieving the highest pastoral
scores this term:
• Hifza A 7C
• Saima Kh 7S
• Aryaan I 7T
• Towshif A B 7W
• Aicha B 7Y
• Inaaya H 7Z
A special congratulations to Yasir U for his tremendous
efforts at home with his online learning. He has completed
Century in its entirety, the first student in the school to do
so. Congratulations Yasir! I hope you all have a restful break
and return with a recharged positive attitude as we start the
new term.

Year 9's are now at the end of spring term; they have done
fantastically well in their lessons throughout the term and
made great progress in their lessons. Year 9's have now all
picked their GCSE options and are eager to start them next
academic year.

Year 10 update

Year 10 have continued to have a
successful
term
with
students
supporting parents’ evenings and the
ResearchED event. Students have
started the month of Ramadan and we
would like to wish all celebrating,
Ramadan Mubarak. As a way to help
students build their virtues and good
deeds, we have created the following Ramadan display
board in Year 10 in which students will open a different
envelope each day with a ‘Good deed of the day’ for them to
complete.
We would also like to congratulate Pritom on achieving a
Merit on the Pink Kangaroo Challenge within the UKMT. 😊😊
This is a huge achievement for Pritom and the school.
Pritom was in the top 25% of pupils doing the Pink
Kangaroo to receive this certificate. Well done Pritom, we
are all very proud of you!! We hope students have a restful
Easter break and we look forward to seeing them after the
holidays.

Year 11 update
•

Year 8 update

As we come to the end of the spring term, students have
improved throughout this term with sanctions and lates
decreasing and attendance and rewards increasing. A
number of Year 8 students were involved in the Level 3
Athletics event that you can read about in the Sports section
of the newsletter. All students represented the school
admirably, thoroughly enjoyed the occasion and performed
with rigour and resilience.
A massive congratulations to the Students of the Week, all
gaining the recognition their hard work and efforts in
lessons deserve.
They were:
• Fahmidha A – 8 Cadbury
• Yasin A – 8 Simmonds
• Azan A – 8 Tolkien
• Muhammed M – 8 Watt

•

•
•

Year 11 parents evening was a massive success with
a turnout of 88%. It was lovely to meet our parents
and discuss the best possible ways for success for
our students.
Year 11 now have two teaching weeks left until the
start of their GCSE examinations; whilst it is
understandable that routines are slightly different
in Ramadan, it is imperative that organised revision
is still taking place.
Easter revision sessions will be taking place over the
holidays, and students will have received their
letters this week.
Interventions will continue next term until further
notice on Monday's, Thursdays, and Fridays.
Interventions will also take place on Saturdays and
your child will receive a letter if they are invited to
do so.
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Spotlight on Mathematics

Our department comprises of seven teachers: Mrs Sehejpal,
Ms Sadique, Mr Alipour, Mr Hubble, Ms Mahmood, Mrs
Stokes and Mr Wahab. Ms Mahmood, Mrs Stokes and Mr
Wahab predominately teach Key Stage 3 classes. Mrs
Sehejpal, Ms Sadique and Mr Alipour mainly teach Key
Stage 4.
This half term, we are studying 2D shapes in Year 7, Real life
graphs in Year 8, Pythagoras Theorem in Year 9, 3D shapes
and properties in Year 10 and in Year 11 pupils are now
covering topics that they struggled on the most during their
mock exams.
This term, 30 pupils from Year 9 and Year 10 took part in
the UKMT Intermediate Challenge and 2 pupils took part in
the Kangaroo Challenges. I am really pleased with all the
pupils who participated in the competition.
The following pupils won a Bronze Award:
• Zeeshan A
• Tangim S
• Hamza M
• Asraful I U
• Aalisha H
• MD Fakhrul I C
• Zakariyya A
• Harun A
The following pupils won a Silver Award:
• Abdirahim A
• Sharmilla Z
• Adib A (Best in Year 9)
Pritom G in Year 10 got the highest score in the school and
won a Gold Award. Pritom was invited to compete in the
next round called the Pink Kangaroo and he achieved a
Merit in this challenge.
If you have any questions about Mathematics, please contact
me. Mrs Sehejpal (t.sehejpal@arkvictoria.org)

Secondary Behaviour and Attendance

Today we have celebrated the positive behaviour of our
students and those who achieved 100% attendance for
Spring term 2022. Congratulations to all our award winners,
have a restful half term and we look forward to further
successes next term. Please see all our winners on the next
page.

Secondary 100% Attendance
•
•
•
•
•
•

Yahye A - 7 C
Mariam A - 7 Z
Towshif A - 7 W
Hafsa A O - 7 C
Hifza A - 7 C
Amina A - 7 T

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sana B - 7 S
Mutahar B - 7 T
Aicha B - 7 Y
Muhammad E - 7 T
Nusaybah F - 7 Y
Fatema H - 7 Z
Ayaan H - 7 Z
Inaaya H - 7 Z
Rafat I - 7 W
Shahab U K - 7 W
Sonia K - 7 C
Saima K - 7 S
Abdullah M - 7 S
Sade M - 7 Z
Leen M - 7 S
Yasir M - 7 Z
Soufiane B K O - 7 Z
Mohammed A R - 7 S
Habib Ur R - 7 T
Halimah S - 7 T
Sayma T - 7 C
Mohammed M U - 7 W
Ruqayyah Z - 7 Z
Marwa A - 8 W
Fahmidah A - 8 C
Lily A - 8 Z
Hafiza A - 8 T
Mohammed A - 8 T
Sheikh M B - 8 Z
Yasmin B - 8 T
Mouad B K - 8 Z
Nusaybah C - 8 Z
Mohammed D - 8 W
Younis E-H - 8 W
Laveeza F - 8 T
Oumayma H - 8 S
Maleeha H - 8 C
Sumaia H - 8 C
Mohammed I - 8 W
Azim K - 8 Y
Mustafaa M - 8 Y
Bilal M - 8 T
Jibril M - 8 T
Kinga O - 8 W
Umika R - 8 C
Mohammed S - 8 Z
Thajrian S - 8 Z
Sadia T - 8 W
Sulaiman U - 8 W
Abid Y - 8 Y
Omar Y - 8 Z
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Simla Y - 8 Z
Rehana Z - 8 Z
Ahmed Z - 8 Y
Nafeesa A - 9 W
Farjana A - 9 Z
Mohamad S A – 9 W
Omar B K O - 9 Z
Shamsul H - 9 Z
Fatema H A - 9 Y
Zakariya M - 9 T
Aminur R - 9 C
Tahmidur R - 9 T
Eiesha S – 9T
Sharif U – 9Y
Manahil W – 9C
Nuria M-A - 10 TNajib O - 10 T
Nur A - 10 C
Magdi A - 10 S
Muhammad-H A - 10 C
Aleesa A - 10 Z
Haniy A - 10 C
Ismail A - 10 Z
Nora A O - 10 S
Aqsa A - 10 C
Esra A - 10 S
Mohammed B - 10 S
Samira B - 10 S
MD Fakhrul I C - 10 Y
Pritom G - 10 Y
Asraful I U - 10 Z
Abdur R - 10 Z
Aleenah S - 10 Y
Khalid W - 10 Y
Lubna Z - 10 T
Muhammad A - 11 W
Madani A - 11 C
Saabirah B - 11 Z
Nojus C - 11 S
Nuha C - 11 Z
Humayra F - 11 W
Hiqmah H - 11 S
Iftikar H - 11 S
Yonis H - 11 Z
Haider H - 11 Y
Myra H - 11 W
Umalkhayr H - 11 S
Zohaib H - 11 Y
Sirajan M - 11 C
Zhumana R - 11 C
Mohammed R - 11 S
Ibrahim Z - 11 Y

Well done to the 109 students who attended school
every day in Spring term!

Pastoral top 10 students
Year 7
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Aryan I
Habib Ur R
Amina A
Mutahar B
Nohzaima H
Hifza A
Mahima F
Zeenat N
Halimah S
Mahad A A

Year 8
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Ahmed Z
Mustafaa M
Hashim A
Abid U
Nashra A
Azim K
Nandita G
Bahja Ali N
Naffisa S
Kardo J

Year 9
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Zoha A N
Sahad N
Sharif U
Farjana A
Hennah K
Muna R
Hamza Y
Lamees A-H
Zahra J
Saira K

Year 10
1. Nora A O
2. Esra A
3. Ramzaan K
4. Ilsa A
5. Mohammed B
6. Mariam I
7. Magdi A
8. Samira B
9. Hibbah R
10. Sayem U
Year 11
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Laynah K
Zara A
Myra H
Yeasin M
Schaima S
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6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Ayub A
Madani A
Nojus C
Juwariyah F
Hafsah Z

PE (secondary) Extra-curricular activities in
Spring Term 2022:
Day

Time

Year Group

Activity

Monday

3.15-4.30

Girls

Rounders

Well done to our pastoral top 10 students! - Pastoral
scores are made up of house points, good attendance and
punctuality, well done and keep it up!

Monday

3.15-4.15

10

Duke of
Edinburgh
Expedition
training

Sing Into Spring

Monday

3.15 – 4.15

Y8 Boys

Indoor Cricket

Tuesday

3.15 – 4.20

Y7 Boys

Sport TBC

Wednesday

3.15-4.15

Y7/Y8

Tennis

Wednesday

3.15-4.15

Y9 Boys

Sport TBC

Wednesday

3.15 – 4.15

Y9

Duke of
Edinburgh

Thursday

3.15-4.30

Girls

Handball

A couple of weeks ago, we
took 12 students to Ark
Boulton to take part in Ark’s
Sing Into Spring event. Our
students were involved in a
workshop with students
from Ark Boulton and Ark St
Albans in order to create a
Birmingham Choir that will perform at the prestigious Ark
Gala at the Barbican Centre in London in June. Selected
students will now be chosen to represent Birmingham
schools at the Gala and perform in front of a huge audience
in a professional Theatre. Good Luck and congratulations to
all the students involved on their journey to London and
singing stardom!

Y11 Performance Evening

On Tuesday 29th March, our Y11 GCSE Drama class
performed their final exam to a live audience in the Oldknow
Hall. The students performed original pieces based on
oppression as well as some monologues from popular texts.
The students performed brilliantly and will hopefully
receive some good grades. Best of luck in the final exams!

A reminder that all students need to be in school PE kit and
bring a drink with them.

School Games Competition/Event Dates:
• 09/05/2022 Year 9/10 Girls Rounders @
BGGS
• 19/05/2022 Year 7/8 Girls Rounders @ BGGS
Level 3 School Games Competition (Regional
Finals)

On 30/03/2022 we were selected to
represent
the
Central
Sports
Partnership at the indoor sports hall
Athletics finals in Year 7 & 8.
The atmosphere at the event was
electric! Our students remained calm
and
focused
throughout,
demonstrating resilience and ambition
to be successful. They worked well for each other, cheered
each other on and were supportive of their team throughout.
A great day was had by all. Well done to everyone that
participated...you were all amazing! We are proud of you!
Year 7 Girls
Points Scored: 147
Most successful event: Standing Triple Jump
Team: Sayma, Saima, Zeenat, Wazida & Salma
Year 7 Boys - Points Scored: 102
Most successful event: Obstacle Relay, 8 Lap Paarlouf
& 4x2 Relay
Team: Muhzin, Soufiane, Mohammed A, Mohammed A,
Jamal & Shariar
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Year 8 Girls - Points Scored: 137
Most successful event: 4 Lap race & Shotputt
Team: Sumaya, Sadia, Yusra & Marwa
Year 8 Boys - Points Scored: 172
Most successful event: 8 Lap Paarlouf
Team: Jibril, Azan, Mohammed I, Yusuf, Hashim & Maruf

Central Sports Partnership current points
table:

Girls Football Match 'v' Ark Kings.

Year 7 played 5-a-side against Ark Kings. They started off
strong, communicated well and maintained their shape well.
The team made some nice linking passes and saw success
with 2 goals in the first half, scored by Saima and Khadija.
They were unfortunate to have Ark Kings score just before
half time. In the second half Ark Victoria started strong and
defended well but were unable to keep out 2 good shots from
Ark Kings. The score line finished 3:2 to Ark Kings. 5
minutes more, and it would have been an Ark Victoria
victory. A great match, lots of great sportsmanship shown
and some talented young ladies emerging! The Ark Kings PE
teacher was certainly impressed by some of your skills. A
massive shout out too to Zeenat, who is an outfield player,
but stayed in goal and did a great job. Keep up the great work
Ladies!
Player of the match: Saima
Goals scored: Saima (1) Khadija (1)

Year 8 & 9 Girls played a combined 8-a-side
match (4 players from each year group)

The team needed time to settle into their positions at the
start and get used to playing with different players, but it
didn't take them long. Ayman scored the first goal
10minutes in after making a great run down the left wing.
This helped to settle the team’s nerves, communication
opened up and some good quality passes and linking play
saw them keeping the majority of the possession. Score 1:0
at half time. Well done to Shayma, playing in goal in the first
half and keeping a clean sheet!
Ark Victoria and Ark Kings both started the second half
strong with fierce determination to be successful and
victorious. Ark Kings responded with a goal from the first
kick off, long ball over the top and their player finding a hole
in our defence and slotting it past the keeper to even the
scores 1:1. Ark Victoria were confident though, and started

to take more chances in attack. Lots of shots on goal in this
half for Ark Victoria with Shayma (2), Ayman (1) and Saira
(Left foot) all scoring. Some really good tackles and
interceptions in defence by Sanae, Yusra, Sadia and Faten
keeping the ball out of the goal for the remainder of the
game. Ark Kings had a couple of good chances from long
balls but were able to convert
them into goals. Final score 5:1
Win to Ark Victoria!
Player of the match: Ayman
Goals Scored: Ayman (2),
Shayma (2), Saira (1)
The PE Department are very proud of the girls and what they
achieved this year. These ladies have attended training every
week since September and have shown dedication,
commitment and resilience throughout. They are turning
into some very confident, amazing young ladies who all
embody the Ark Victoria Values of Ambition, Resilience and
Kindness. Well done girls, keep up the amazing work!

Year 9 Girls Badminton 'v' Ark Kings @ Home

A massive well done to Shayma, Saira, Ayman, Fardowsa,
Sanae, Faten, Lamees, Safia and Eiesha who all competed in
Monday’s tournament with Ark Kings whilst fasting and
demonstrated some excellent Badminton Skills! The girls
officiated each other’s games, scored and supported their
team mates. They were honest, and demonstrated passion
and resilience to succeed despite the fatigue they were
feeling. Playing against students in the year above and
showing just why they are some of the strongest
sportswomen in their year group, leading by example and
doing themselves proud!
Results:
1. Sanae (60) Winning all 3 of her matches!
2. Faten (56) Winning 2 matches and 1 draw.
3. Fardowsa (54) Scoring high points with 1 win, 1 loss
and 1 Draw.
Player of the tournament: Shayma who played Ark Kings’
top 3 players in Year 10 and won 2/3 matches,
demonstrating some excellent smashes, change of direction,
hits down the line and counter attacks! We look forward to
a re-match in the Summer term!

Y7 Boys Away @ Washwood Heath Academy

Washwood Heath Academy 1 v 6 Ark Victoria Academy.
The boys felt confident following their last couple of
matches. They started the game against Washwood Heath
very strong, they passed the ball around well and looked to
exploit weaknesses within the opponent’s defence at every
opportunity. They broke the deadlock from a goal through
Jamal Ali, a lapse in concentration enabled their opponents
to grab a goal back. However, Muhzin Daahir (Captain)
broke away and finished well putting AVA 2-1 up at halftime.
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The second half belonged to AVA, and in particular
Soufiane, who turned on the style and bagged himself a hat
trick (3) of goals. A worthy mention to Jamal A who scored
a very good long ranged effort to grab his second of the
game. Washwood Heath had no response in the second half
to the pressure and determination of the AVA boys; a
thoroughly deserved first win and
lots of positivity to build on in
future games. Well done!
Captain - Muhzin
Man of the match – Soufiane
This is the final match of the season
for Year 7 Boys. A massive well done to everyone who has
played - you have grown from strength to strength each
week!
On behalf of the team and the PE Department, I would also
like to thank Mr Latham for all his hard work, effort, and
dedication to the team - without him, fixtures and wins like
this would not be able to happen!

Year 9 Boys Football 'v' Stockland Green @
Home:

The Y9's played against Stockley Green academy which was
officiated by a Y11 student M.Faid who is currently doing his
Level 1 referees award with The FA.
What an eventful game this was. Both teams were confident
from the off-set. Ark Victoria were first to get on the score
sheet, but Stockland Green replied quickly. The boys played
extremely well leading on 3 separate occasions and each
time Stockland Green came back with a fierce reply.
Hammad K won the Man of the match award for his
determination and work rate throughout the game. Late in
the second half, Sabik pulled off a wonderful save, stopping
the opposition who made a great strike on goal.
Captain: Hussein
Goals Scored: Rafay (1) Hammad (1) Ibrahim M (1)
Player of the match: Hammad

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award!

For the expedition to remain safe, the
students will need to attend all training
sessions otherwise they will not be able to
attend. Groups for Expedition are a
minimum of 4 and maximum of 7. All
members of the group need to attend all
training sessions. Students are unable to
complete their Bronze Award without completing all 4
sections of the Award.
Next Meeting for Year 9 students: 27/04/2022 and every
Wednesday after.
Next Expedition Training for Year 10 students: Monday
02/05/2022
If you have any questions, please speak to Ms Coughlan
(DofE Manager) or see our students MS teams page.

Attendance matters – All Through

Ark Victoria School is working in partnership with parents,
education welfare officers, and Birmingham City Council to
encourage children back into school following almost two
years of disruption for parents, children, and schools. The
Government (DfE) are clear in their message that it is vital
for all children to return to school to minimise as far as
possible the longer-term impact of the pandemic on their
education, wellbeing, and wider development. We know that
children have missed out on being with their friends and the
wider social aspects of school.
Missing further time in the classroom risks pupils falling
further behind. The data clearly evidences that those with
higher overall absence tend to achieve less well in both
primary and secondary school, and indeed in future life
options. As parents are aware, school attendance is again
compulsory. This means that (unless parents are formally
notified of new lockdown arrangements where schools are
closed or a child is required to self-isolate), the usual rules
on school attendance apply, including:
•
•
•

It is the duty of parents/carers to send their
child/children to school regularly where they are of
compulsory school age
It is the responsibility of schools to record
attendance and follow up absence
Local authorities have the option to again consider
the use of legal sanctions, including penalty notices
and prosecution in court.

If you are worried about your child/children’s school
attendance, the first port of call is to discuss your concerns
with the school directly. The school has specialist staff who
may be able to support, and all schools work closely with
mental health, children’s services, and local authority teams
who may also be able to help.
Please note that, given the disruption to children’s
education caused by the pandemic, requests for leave during
term time are unlikely to be authorised by the Principal.
Family emergencies also need careful consideration. It is not
always appropriate, or in the best interests of the child to
miss school for emergencies which are being dealt with by
adult family members. Following unprecedented levels of
disruption to children’s education over the past two years,
the most important thing is that the school and parents work
together to get children back into school.
Our specialist education welfare officers will liaise between
home and school to address any issues that may impact on
a student’s attendance at school. This can take the form of
telephone contact, home visits or meetings in school. The
education welfare officer will also liaise with the education
legal intervention team at Birmingham City Council if a
student’s absence is deemed to be excessive or
unauthorised. As ever, we appreciate the efforts made by our
parents in ensuring that their child attends school regularly
and punctually.
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Covid 19 Update

There have been some changes recently to the government
guidelines regarding self-isolation and restrictions, and we
will communicate these to parents before students return to
school after the Easter break, as we are awaiting
confirmation from the central Ark trust.

Free School Meals

Academy Inset days 2021-2022
•
•

Monday 25th April 2022 (School inset day)
Friday 1st July 2022 (Ark inset day)

Summer Term dates
•
•
•

Tuesday 26th April 2022 – School re-opens
30 May – 03 June 2022 – Half term break
Thursday 21st July – End of term

Ramadan 2022

We wish all of our students, parents, carers, families and
friends a happy Ramadan Mubarak.

Click the images above to apply for free school meals.
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Primary Recommended Read
Key Stage 1 Fiction
Claude in the country

My daughter Martha, who is 7, really enjoys the set of Claude
books and so do I. They are about a little dog called Claude
who is no ordinary dog! He leads an
extraordinary life full of adventure with
his trusty sidekick Sir Bobblysock. The
books are very funny and perfect for
developing readers to read alone or to
listen to being read aloud.

Key Stage 2 Fiction

Amari and the Night Brothers
This book is about a girl called Amari Peters who is on a
mission to find her brother Quinton who has gone missing.
Secrets and surprises await her when she is asked to join the
magical Bureau of Supernatural Affairs and she discovers
her own rare and dangerous magical
powers.

MR ALIPOUR’S PUZZLES 08/04/2022

Are you excited about learning Maths? Are you inspired to
receive more golden tickets? Then try Mr Alipour’s puzzles
and email your answers to r.alipour@arkvictoria.org
Any student with correct answers to my puzzles will receive
golden tickets 😊😊 Challenging, however fun, Maths puzzles
will be posted in our weekly newsletters, and you will be able
to see the answers in the next newsletter. Well done to all 12
students at Ark Victoria Academy, for getting correct
answers to my last puzzles. All these students now have won
many golden tickets! So, try my next puzzles and send me
your answers. Let’s see who the Maths geniuses are 😉😉

Last puzzles answers:
Puzzle 9 answers

I think it will appeal to Harry Potter and
Philip Pulman fans with the elements of
magic, mystery and adventure. I haven’t
read it yet but am planning to read it
over the Easter holidays and I hope some
of you will too!
Mrs Twort

Secondary recommended read

Puzzle 10

This week’s recommended read is from Year 9 pupils to
other readers in Year 9 who want to grapple with difficult
themes in their reading. American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins
is a story of family struggle, crime and the search for a better
life in Mexico and the US.
In American Dirt, after her journalist husband runs afoul of
cartel boss Javier Fuentes, Lydia’s entire family is murdered
with the exception of her young son, Luca. Now, Lydia and
Luca must run for their lives to try to leave Mexico despite
the many dangers lurking along the
difficult journey and with Fuentes and his
men nipping at their heels.

Here are two more for you to try:

Action-packed and suspenseful, American
Dirt is a thriller that tells a story about
migration into the United States.
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Puzzle 11

Puzzle 12
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