08/10/2021

Thought for the week:
‘The only journey is the one within.’

Rainer Maria Rilke, Austrian poet
awareness of mental health as well as raising money
for charity on this day. Our student mental health
ambassaors and staff mental health first aiders have
done a fantastic job in ensuring all in our community
feel supported. It is important that every pupil knows
there is someone to talk to if they are feeling worried,
concerned or have a problem they don’t know how to
solve.

Senior Leadership Message
I’d like to start with a big thank you to all in our
community – we have had such a positive half-term
thus far and that’s down to everyone working together
so well. It has been busy but extremely productive!
We’ve just finished our week of Open Events – it was
lovely to see some of you at our events and it was
fantastic to see our very proud pupils and staff
showcasing the amazing work they do. Feedback has
been very positive so far and we hope to continue to
grow our community. If you know anyone who is
looking for a school place next year, please do make a
recommendation – if they sign up and are accepted we
will provide you with a school jumper, by way of
thanks.

It is also important that all our pupils understand the
need to treat everyone with respect and courtesy;
kindness goes a long way and is important to help all
our pupils feel confident and comfortable at school. An
important part of our work at Ark Victoria Academy is
practising the values which underpin our school: being
ambitious, resilient and kind.
Finally on the note of being ambitious, I am looking
forward to reading through the Y11 applications for
prefects, this weekend. I am impressed by how many
have applied and know that the team we appoint will
lead the school forwards with courage and integrity. I
look forward to sharing the outcomes with you and
announcing our brand new school student leadership
team.
Have a lovely weekend.
Ms McSorley

Next week the academy will be celebrating World
Poetry Day and World Mental health Day. We will
welcome in the poet, Dreadlock Alien, on Monday 11th
October, with all our pupils getting to see him perform
as well as developing their own poetry skills in poetry
writing workshops. On Friday 15th we will celebrate
our work on mental well-being through a series of
activities designed by our student mental health
ambassadors. We will also unveil our art work, which
many of our pupils across primary and secondary have
contributed to.
The theme of World Mental Health day is mental wellbeing in an unequal world. We will be raising
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Reading for pleasure
Mrs Twort recently held a welcome back assembly for
all the primary year groups. It was so lovely to have the
pupils back together again in the hall. During the
assembly, Mrs Twort recommended some of her
favourite books which she had enjoyed with her family
over the summer holidays. Some of the children were
so excited about them they’ve asked to take them home
to start reading!

A brand new reception
The reception works at Oldknow have been delayed
due to a number of undetected issues with ground
works, however, it is still our hope that the wonderful
new entrance will be finished at
the beginning of December. We
understand it is difficult to have
the Oldknow gate and reception
closed as it makes other areas
much busier, but the builders
have assured us the new
reception will be worth it!
Football
Mr Keen and Mr Gibbs have been
working hard to organise a football club. The pupils
have been practising during their lunch time and are
very talented! Their first match was on Thursday 30th
September against Ark Kings Academy. The team
played a competitive match, winning 2-1. Well done to
all pupils involved!
Nursery
The nursery staff have been so impressed with how
well the nursey children have settled in. They have
really enjoyed being in their beautiful new building.
They have made new friends and love playing together
outside. Miss Green has been busy ordering lots of new
outdoor equipment to make the outdoor area just as
vibrant as indoors. The first topic for nursery is
families, so they have enjoyed painting portraits and
writing letters home.
Place Value in Year 2
Year 2 have been working extremely hard in their place
value unit in maths. The children have been learning
about the value of the digits in 2-digit numbers and
have partitioned numbers into
tens and ones. They have even
had a go at challenges by
thinking of different ways of
partitioning 2-digit numbers.
Well done!

Iqra 2C
Mr Ledingham, our reading lead, enjoying a story time
session with year 1 and 2 while on lunchtime duty.
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Year 6

Key Messages to Secondary Parents

The pupils in year 6 have been working really hard
recently to complete their mock SATs tests. The tests
give the children a good opportunity to see what it will
be like in May and also for the teachers to work out
which children need more support and which areas of
the curriculum to focus on.

Secondary Punctuality
I am growing increasingly concerned about the
number of students arriving to the secondary school
late - good punctuality at school is essential for
students to achieve their full educational
potential. It is also vital for students to form good
habits for later life. Students arriving late are recorded
as late on the register, along with how many minutes
late they are - this will be monitored by the Pastoral
and attendance team and we will contact parents with
any concerns. Please see below arrival times for the
secondary school.

Keep working hard year 6!

Key Messages to Primary Parents
Lost property
If your child misplaces something while at school,
please check the lost property box in the tunnel
(opposite the toilets as you walk onto the playground).
If you have not yet written their name on their
uniform, please do this as soon as possible as it will
make finding lost items much easier.

Year Group

Arrival
time & gate

Y7

08.00 - 08.10
Talbot Gate

Y8

08.05 - 08.15
Boulevard

Y9

08.05 - 08.15
Talbot Gate

Y10

Students and staff in the secondary phase have had a
busy fortnight at school. This week, we had a very
successful Open Evening and two Open mornings, and
we were delighted to welcome prospective and existing
students with their parents. Our students were
wonderful ambassadors for the school, and feedback
from visitors was very positive.
In addition, students also took part in football matches
against other schools, and we celebrated Macmillan
coffee morning and raised money for the Macmillan
charity. Last week, students in Year 10 attended the
National Apprenticeship and School leavers event in
Birmingham, which provided an opportunity to find
out more information about what they can do when
they leave school. Please read below for further details.

08.00 - 08.10
Boulevard

Y11

08.00 - 08.10
Talbot Gate

Secondary Behaviour
All secondary detentions have now moved to the end
of the school day and parents will have a reminder text
sent on the same day of detention. All secondary
students remaining behind for detention will need to
be collected from Talbot Way Gate
C1 Detention - 15 Minutes
C2 Detention - 30 Minutes
C3 - Detention - 60 Minutes
C4 detention - 90 Minutes (Fridays only)
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Secondary - Friday grab & go lunch
If your child is entitled to a free school meal and you
would like them to have a grab and go lunch on a
Friday, please contact the school office (Years 7 to 11).
We will now only provide lunch for students that have
pre ordered at the school office.
Year 11 Mock exams:
Just a reminder that Year 11s are starting their very
important mock exams on Monday 1st November for 2
weeks. Please can you continue to support by ensuring
that your child is revising at home and keeping good
sleep times.
Secondary form representatives
• Faizaan M, Sayma T – 7C
• Sana B, Mohammed A R – 7S
• Yahye M A, Amina A – 7T
• Wazida A, Faizaan H – 7W
• Berhan Z, Sehar H – 7Y
• Sade M, Hibaq H – 7Z
• Amaan S, Faria H – 8C
• Iqra A, Yusuf H – 8S
• Shazia B, Ibrahim A – 8T
• Ahmed Z, Muhammad H – 8Y
• Laibah K, Mohammed S – 8Z
• Fardowsa M, Kalim K – 9C
• Ibrahim M, Saira K – 9T
• Zakareya N, Safia M – 9W
• Ayman K, Mahdi Z – 9Y
• Rukeya T, Ibrahim F – 9Z
• Sharmila Z, Mohammed I – 10C
• Khalid D, Nora – 10S
• Harun, Lubna Z – 10T
• Pritom G, Hafsa – 10Y
• Mahad, Muniba N – 10Z
• Adam Y, Humeira N – 11C
• Nojus C, Tasnia R – 11S
• Nastahe E, Hayder B – 11W
• Jannatun I, Ibrahim Z – 11Y
• Habibah M, Yahye A – 11Z

Y10 National Apprenticeship and School
Leavers event
On Friday 1st October
Year
10
visited
Millennium point to
attend the National
Apprenticeship
and
School Leavers event.
The event is designed to
put pupils in touch with
apprenticeship
providers,
post
16
education providers and
vocational
career
leaders. Our pupils
really enjoyed speaking
to careers advisors and staff at the event. Many pupils
left the event with a greater understanding of different
job sectors and career pathways. Our pupils were
exceptionally well behaved and a credit to themselves
and to the school.
PE (Secondary) Extra-curricular activities:
Year
Day
Time
Activity
Group

Monday

3.15-4.15pm

10

Duke of
Edinburgh
Expedition
training

Monday

3.154.30pm

KS3 Girls

Netball

Y9 Boys

Football

Wednesday 3.15-4.15pm
Thursday

3.15-4.15pm

Y7 Boys

Football

Thursday

3.15-4.15pm

Y8 Boys

Football

Thursday

3.154.30pm

KS3 Girls

Football

All students need to be in school PE kit and bring a
drink with them.
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Year 7 Football Cup Match 'v' Arthur Terry
07/10/2021 - Match report coming next week.
School Games Competition/Event Dates:
• Year 9 Leadership Event 18/10/2021
@Billesley Tennis Centre for Year 1 School
Games (during school hours)
• Year 10 Sports Studies Practical Sport Event
01/11/2021 @ Birmingham City University
(during school hours)
• KS3 Boys Badminton 18/11/2021 @ Ark
Victoria Academy 4-5.40PM
• KS4 Boys Badminton 25/11/2021 @ Ark
Victoria Academy 4-5.40PM
• Mixed Year Girls Badminton 02/12/2021
@Ark Victoria Academy 4-5.40PM
Year 10 Sports Studies:
Handball Coaching Award. We have
an England Handball Coach coming
in to help train up our year 10 Sports
Studies group to help them become
leaders of the future as part of their
course. More information to follow.
•
•

Monday 18/10/2021 3.15-5.15pm
Tuesday 19/10/2021 3.15-5.15pm

Year 9 Football Cup Match 'v' Greenwood
Academy
Our Year 9's have had their first Cup match since
Primary School. Sadly, they did not win but have learnt
a lot from their experience. They started strong and
worked hard throughout the game. Their
sportsmanship towards the other team was evident,
and I am sure with practice and more game experience
they will no doubt be successful in the future.
Congratulations to Ibraheem M who scored Ark
Victoria's 2 goals in the first half and captained the
team. The effort and determination of the team
showed how much they wanted to win and perform
their best! Massive thanks to Mr Stead for refereeing
and Mr Parker for getting the team together.
Player of the match: Ibrahim M
The Year 9's are looking forward to training in the
coming weeks to see how they can progress. A great
example of resilience to the very end! Well done Team
Ark Victoria!

Attendance Matters (All Through)
Ark Victoria attendance remains below expectation at
95.3%. Frequent absences can add up to a considerable
amount of lost learning and can seriously disadvantage
your child in adult life. If your child’s level of absence
is of serious concern, we will contact you to discuss
how we can support you. Ark Victoria Academy is
working in partnership with parents and Birmingham
City Council to ensure all children return to school
following a difficult previous year. Failure to work with
the school and continued absence may result in the
School and the Local Authority taking legal action.
Lost time in the classroom is a lost opportunity to
learn”.

‘’Poor
attendance
at
school
can have a
hugely
damaging
effect, and children who attend school
regularly are nearly four times more likely to
achieve five or more good GCSEs than those
who are regularly absent."
(Department for Education).

World Mental Health Day and NonUniform day
World Mental Health Day is on 10th October, and
within school the Mental Health ambassadors will be
organising activities to be delivered within Personal
Development sessions for students in the week
beginning 11th October.
On Friday 15th October they will unveil the Breaking
the Chains project (further details below) which they
were involved in last academic year. On this day, it will
be a non-school uniform day for all primary and
secondary pupils and they will be expected to come
into school wearing something green. Mental Health
ambassadors will be selling Mental Health badges to
mark the occasion and all funds raised will go to the
World Mental Health charity.
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Breaking the chains of poor mental
health

Free School Meals

This project was led by the student Mental Health
Ambassadors at Ark Victoria Academy and eventually
involved more than 150 young people from year 6 to
year 10.
The Ambassadors were asked to design an installation
for the launch of the school’s mental health awareness
project. The ball and chain was the visual metaphor
chosen by the students for the way in which poor
mental health can hold us back from having a full and
happy life. The involvement of so many young people
and so many stitched pieces of work was to show that
no-one is alone if they are struggling with poor mental
health; we are all in it together.
The group decided that the ball would be black with
coloured stitching which reflected some aspects of
mental health. The first chain links were black too the colour of depression and low mood. To show that
the chain can be broken and changes can be made, we
added new links in different coloured and patterned
fabrics stitched in white. The finished work is now over
75cm in diameter and has 25 chain links attached.
The coloured pieces which are used to show the
happier, healthier healthy links were made by 120
pupils who are now in year 7.
All students really enjoyed being involved in the
project and there are plans to continue exploring how
stitching and textiles can be used to help young people
with worries or anxiety.

Click the images above to apply for free school meals.
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Vaccines for 12-15 year olds

Recommended Reads

We have been contacted to roll out the Vaccine to 1215’s and further information will be sent out with your
child as soon as the date is confirmed. Please click here
and read the booklet below for more information.

My recommended read for Secondary this week is an
excellent text for those hoping to read and learn this
Black History Month; Bold Women in Black History by
Vashti Harrison. This non-fiction text contains 40
biographies of incredible black women who have
achieved feats in a range of fields from space
exploration to music. I
particularly recommend this
book to anyone interested in
the hidden figures in history
as many of the incredible
subjects of the book simply
are not celebrated enough!

Please use the documents here and link above to learn
more about the support we are offering during this
time.

COP 26
On Wednesday 6th October, our KS3 students had the
opportunity to take part in an online webinar delivered
by The Birmingham Energy Institute (BEI) who
discussed how they are helping to solve the Climate
crisis, before COP 26 takes place in Glasgow. COP 26
is a meeting of world leaders to find ways to solve the
Climate Crisis and Professor Martin Freer, the
Director of BEI from the University of Birmingham
gave an overview of research areas such as Hydrogen
fuels, batteries, recycling, clean cooling and heating,
transport and economy and how BEI is making an
impact in solving the Climate Crisis. Attendees
increased their understanding of the importance of
these areas and saw future opportunities for education
and careers. During the month of October, the BEI
have been collaborating with students, schools,
colleges, and universities; hosting events to build
awareness of the issues.

Term dates
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wednesday 20th October - School breaks up
for half term
Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd October School Inset days
Monday 1st November - School re-opens
Friday 19th November - School Inset day
Friday 3rd December - School Inset day
17th December - School breaks up for
Christmas Holiday

Key Stage 2: The Unexpected Tale of Bastien
Bonlivre by Clare Povey
Bastien Bonlivre is a boy with a big imagination,
determined to finish the story his parents started
which was left to him in a red notebook. On the other
side of Paris, bestselling author Olivier Odieux is
struggling to complete his latest novel. Along with his
villainous brothers, he is masterminding his greatest
plot yet...one that will spread fear throughout the city
and beyond.
What connects these two stories is a dangerous secret,
a hidden mystery and an unexpected race across Paris
for the truth. Can Bastien
and his friends Alice, Theo
and Sami be brave enough
to stop Olivier stealing the
ending they deserve?
A classic adventure story
about friendship, hope,
bravery and the power of
imagination. If you enjoyed
Katherine Rundell’s
Rooftoppers, you are sure
to love this!
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Key Stage 1: The Most Important Animal of All,
Illustrated by Hannah Bailey
The Most Important Animal of All is a beautiful picture
book, illustrated by award-winning Hannah Bailey,
where a teacher challenges her class to decide which is
the most important animal of all. Seven children
champion a different animal for the top spot.
* Is it BEES as master pollinators, or BATS who are
night-time predators and pollinators?
* Is it ELEPHANTS who shape their landscapes and
spread seeds, or BEAVERS who create watery
habitats?
* Is it TIGERS or SHARKS who keep populations in
balance so there is food for all?
* Is it tiny KRILL, food for so many whales and sea
creatures?
A wonderful book and super introduction to our
ecology that would be great to share with your children
at home!
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