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Thought for the week:  
‘War is what happens when language fails.’ Margaret Atwood  

Principal’s Message 
Welcome back to the second half of the Spring term. It has 
been so lovely to welcome our students back in and to see 
how hard they are working. Y11 students should in particular 
be commended for their diligent approach to their mock 
examinations. Their behaviour in the examination hall has 
been excellent. Their GCSE exams begin in the second week 
in May, so there really isn’t much time before they, and the 
school, sit their first public examinations at KS4. Revision 
and preparation are key to this. Students will receive 
information about our Easter School to help with this work 
in the next week or so. Please encourage your child to attend 
the sessions they are invited to. 

Congratulations to our Y10 Maths students who came 
second in a national maths competition! Further 
information can be found later on in this newsletter. Finally, 
well done to all those students who have improved their 
attendance – there is still more work to be done here, but we 
can see how hard students and families are working to 
improve their attendance. We really do need students to 
attend every day, particularly in the run up to our summer 
examinations, where any time missed can create gaps in 
curriculum knowledge and affect outcomes. 

It was lovely to see so many parents at our coffee morning at 
the end of last half-term - look out for our next invitation, 
where we will be sharing more about the community work 
we are doing and our vision for further improvements. We 
will also share more about our Summer Fete plans where we 
hope to showcase our school and local community. This 
term we are fund raising for the Comic Relief charity on Red 
Nose Day, March 18th. We are also looking at ways of 
helping the humanitarian effort in the Ukraine. Our student 

council and staff are organising charity events, including a 
non-uniform day at the end of term so that we can support, 
in some small way. 

The crisis in the Ukraine is a very difficult and challenging 
event to process – we have provided guidance and support 
to both staff and students and have also emailed you with 
some useful websites to support. Words are difficult to 
express the emotions we feel when we see innocent children 
and families displaced or suffering through war. We use our 
Personal Development sessions to talk through how we are 
feeling and also look at ways we can practically help. 

I am very proud of the way many of our students use words 
and language to express themselves - we have had some 
excellent outcomes through our work with Citizens UK and 
I have a group of students working with me on supporting 
student voice and creating a student charter for our school. 
We want our school and our community to be a place where 
language is used positively, for good and that kind words are 
used routinely by all.  

With parents’ evenings, as well as Y9 options evenings 
taking place throughout this half-term, I am sure I will get 
to see many of you in school, which feels like such a precious 
privilege, following the last two years of lockdowns. 

Thank you as ever for your support. 

Ms E. McSorley 
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Primary Headteachers welcome 
I hope you all enjoyed a well deserved break over the half 
term holiday; I can’t believe we are already half way through 
the academic year. The end of last half term saw the return 
of Head Teacher’s Tea which I enjoyed immensely. 
Spending time talking to the pupils – and sharing some 
cake! – reminded me how polite, confident and articulate 
the children at Ark Victoria are. They had so much to tell me 
about what they had been 
learning; their favourite books 
and why they enjoy coming to 
Ark Victoria. It was a lovely 
afternoon! 

We have also recently 
completed our pupil survey which was extremely positive. 
Pupils are happy to be at Ark Victoria and feel they are 
making good progress. They also feel safe and know who to 
talk to if they have any concerns. The survey also helps us to 
identify areas where we can provide more support including 
developing pupil confidence. This will be a focus for our 
pastoral team with our newly appointed Pastoral Lead – Mrs 
Kumar. Welcome Mrs Kumar, we are very pleased that you 
have joined us! 

Continuing on the theme of developing pupil confidence, 
our Year 5 and Year 6 school councillors have been 
continuing their work with Mr Ibrahim and Citizens UK - 
writing and presenting their manifestos. I am very proud of 
the leadership skills they are developing.  All of our 
councillors met with Mrs Lavin this week to share the views 
of the children in their class and help plan changes to 
improve our school. 

We would like to inform you that Parents’ Evening for 
Reception to Year 5 has moved to the week beginning 28th 
March (please see dates below in this newsletter) so that it 
does not fall within Ramadan. We will send letters out 
shortly to allow you to choose the time for your 
appointment.  We cannot wait to have parents back in school 
and I know you will be looking forward to seeing your 
children’s classrooms and the work in their books. It will 
also be a chance for you to see some of the fantastic new 
displays celebrating the progression within our curriculum 
from Early Years through to Year 6. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendance 
Currently, pupils’ attendance in the Primary Phase is too 
low. We understand that during the pandemic attendance 
figures dropped, but I would like to stress that we have 
returned to our previous high expectations in terms of 
attendance.  It is vital that pupils come to school every day 
– we are seeing too many children missing unnecessary days 
of school and in turn missing important learning. This is 
making it far more difficult for these children to catch up on 
the learning missed during school closures. By working 
together, we can ensure pupils are in school every day and 
receiving the best possible education. 

Attendance Target Current Primary Attendance 

95% 94.1% 

 

Top classes for attendance 

2 Watt 99% 

2 Tolkien 99% 

1 Tolkien 97% 

5 Tolkien 97% 
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Key Messages to Primary Parents 
World Book Day 2022 
On Thursday 3rd March, Ark Victoria celebrated World 
Book Day!  Primary pupils and staff alike donned their 
pyjamas or dressed up as their favourite book character to 
celebrate a love of reading!    

Classrooms and corridors were alive with book talk as 
excited pupils shared their recommendations with their 
peers and enjoyed sharing stories with their classes.  A 
wonderful day was had by all!  One of the best ways you can 
support your child in keeping the passion for reading alive 
is by reading regularly and sharing stories with them at 
home. 

Primary Pastoral Team update  
At Ark Victoria Primary, we want everyone involved with 
our school to feel welcomed and supported. 

Our Pastoral Team aims to provide a safe place where 
individuals are valued, listened to and helped to overcome 
any barriers to learning; so they can lead fulfilling and 
balanced lives at school and beyond. 

We believe that good pastoral 
support focuses on nurturing the 
individual needs of each child. We 
aim to build trusting and 
empathetic relationships with all 
our pupils and their families. 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself, 
Mrs Kumar, as the new Primary Pastoral Lead.  This is my 
second week at Ark Victoria Primary, and I am very much 
looking forward to working with all our lovely students and 
families.    

Please let me take this opportunity to Introduce the 
Pastoral and Student Wellbeing Team 

Mrs Kumar – Primary Pastoral Lead 

Miss Foster – Student Support Manager 

Mr Keen – Primary Behaviour Lead 

Our roles include: 

• Listening  
• Raising self-esteem. 
• Helping to manage difficulties in our lives. 
• Helping to understand about being a good friend 
• Motivation to be successful and achieve. 
• Learning how to co-operate with others. 
• Encouraging our children to always share their 

concerns at all times 

Positive behaviour awards 
We would like to give a massive shout out to the following 
students who have the highest positive points.  Well done, 
we are proud of you and keep up the good work! 

Reception - Saarah RC 

Year 1 - Hanad 1W 

Year 2 - Ayat 2S 

Year 3 - Ameer 3S 

Year 4 - Aizah 4W 

Year 5 - Unaysah 5T & Rizwan 5T 

Year 6 - Shakif 6Y 

There are lots of things that children can do, to gain positive 
points. The Ark Victoria values include being Ambitious, 
Resilient and Kind.  

Have a think about how you can demonstrate our Ark 
Values. Have you been ambitious recently? Have you shown 
resilience, or have you been kind to someone in your class? 
Miss Foster, Mr Keen and I, are very excited to hear about 
all the different ways that you have demonstrated the Ark 
Values. All the teachers in school will be looking out to see 
these qualities and you will be rewarded with positive 
points. 
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Pastoral Book recommendation:  
The pastoral team are very passionate about the children 
exploring and expressing their emotions. Some of the 
children may benefit from reading books about their 
feelings and being able to identify 
with the characters. ‘The huge bag of 
worries’ by Virginia Ironside, is all 
about a little girl called Jenny.   

Jenny is very anxious, and she carries 
her worries around with her wherever 
she goes. Try reading the book and 
you will find out what Jenny does to 
help some of her worries go away.  

If you cannot get a physical copy of the book, don’t worry! 
Here is a YouTube link, where you will be able to listen to 
the story: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D5ibh-
RzwIU  

Attendance  
At Ark Victoria Primary we champion every child’s right to 
education. Your child’s attendance at school is important in 
contributing to their success in their education.   

We are currently working on our attendance strategy so that 
we can promote and positively recognise attendance and 
punctuality.   Please look out for our Attendance newsletter, 
which will 
come out very 
soon!! 

 

Celebrity Tweets! 
Twitter is a great way to engage with not just our 
community, but the wider world. 

In the last few weeks, we have been lucky enough to get 
responses back from the famous writers we have been 
studying and our pupils have been so excited to hear from 
them! 

Year 3 have been using a poem from Pie Corbett named ‘My 
World’ as their model text in their writing lessons. The 
children loved the 
poem so much, Mrs 
Qamran tweeted 
about it and they 
received a response 
from Pie Corbett 
himself with some 
personal advice!  

 

Year 6 have been studying The Goldfish Boy by Lisa 
Thompson. In the story, a toddler goes missing and there is 
an investigation underway as to who took him. Year 6 
decided that they wanted to carry out the investigation 
themselves using evidence from the text to generate 
suspects. We were so impressed with our suspect creation 
that we tagged Lisa Thompson in our tweet, and she replied 
saying how much she loved it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Free 15 hour Nursery places available in 
September 2022 
Is your child ready to start Nursery in September 2022? 

If so, please call us for: 

• an opportunity to ask any questions 
• support completing the online application 
• information about September inductions 

‘Children achieve well in the early years. They settle quickly 
into school life because they are safe, happy and interested 
in the activities provided for them.’ 

(Ofsted, March 2019) 

For Nursery places you can apply by contacting the 
Admissions officer d.rimmer@arkvictoria.org or telephone 
0121 393 4459 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D5ibh-RzwIU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D5ibh-RzwIU
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After a well-deserved half term break, it has been great to 
see students return to school, with a clear focus on their 
academic achievement. All staff have been impressed with 
the focus and determination that Year 11 has shown towards 
their revision and preparation for the mock exams. We have 
welcomed many parents back into the building with our first 
face to face Parent’s evening and Guided options evening for 
Year 9.  

This was an important event, where students and parents 
had the opportunity to meet with subject teachers and hear 
a presentation about the options process. We have also had 
sporting events and visits outside of school, such as the Year 
10 Maths competition and football fixtures. Please read 
below for further information. 

Year 7 update 
Year 7 have had a fantastic start to a new half term!  I would 
like to thank parents who have ensured their children have 
come in with the correct uniform. 

Congratulations to Nohzaima H for receiving Head of Year 
star of the week, and the following for receiving form tutor 
star of the week:  

• Cadbury- MD Ruhan A 
• Simmonds- Abdullah M 
• Tolkien- Hamza H 
• Watt- Tangada Ahmed B 
• Yousafzai- Burhan Z 
• Zephaniah-Inaaya H 

Year 8 update 
It has been a calm settled return to school for Year 8. 
Attendance and lates have improved and this needs to 
continue for this term to support whole school attendance. 
Huge congratulations to the following students who 
received the “Student of the Week” accolade. All 
demonstrated brilliant attitudes towards their learning as 
well as the core Ark values: 

• Sumaia H 8 Cadbury 
• Isah N 8 Simmonds 
• Jawad K 8 Tolkien 
• Sulaiman U 8 Watt 
• Anya B 8 Yousafzai 

• Mohammed R 8 Zephaniah 
• Head Of Year Student of the Week – Amaan S 8 

Cadbury 

Year 9 update 
Year 9's have made a positive start to this term, students are 
engaging well in their lessons and showing an eagerness to 
learn. On Wednesday 9th March we held Year 9's 
parents/options evening which was a successful event for 
students and parents as well as staff - it was good to see 
parents in the academy in person. Thank you for attending 
and supporting the Year 9 students. 

Year 10 update 
Year 10 have had a positive start to the half term, and 
students have kept the number of detentions low with house 
points and golden tickets increasing. Some students sat the 
UKMT Maths Challenge last half term, the test was difficult 
and had some very tricky questions, but the following 
students were able to win a bronze, silver or gold certificate. 
Well done to all who participated and a huge 
congratulations to those who achieved a certificate. A special 
shoutout to Pritom G for getting the best score in the 
school!!!  

We hope to continue to build on the positives and aim to 
beat our last term’s score of 1324 positives. Keep up the 
good work Year 10. 

Year 11 update 
Pupils in Year 11 are currently sitting their final mock exams 
before their GCSEs. Please can you remind pupils that 
attendance is imperative for all examinations. Parents’ 
evening will take place on the 7th April, this will be face and 
to face and it is vital that we have 100% attendance. We will 

Name Certificate 

Harun A Bronze 

Abdirahim A Silver 

Zakariyya A Bronze 

MD Fakhrul Islam Bronze 

Pritom G Gold (Best in school) 

Aalisha H  Bronze 

Asraful I U Bronze 

Hamza M  Bronze 

Sharmila Z Silver 
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also be running revision sessions on the 11th - 14th April 
during the easter holidays. This is a great opportunity to 
close the gaps in prior knowledge and prepare for final 
GCSE exams. 

Device violations and parent supervision 
As part of our commitment to safeguard our students, we 
have software installed on all laptop devices which is used to 
highlight any inappropriate usage. The safeguarding and 
pastoral teams monitor this in school and will speak to 
students about any inappropriate use. As parents, please 
continue to monitor what your children are using their 
devices for and report any concerns to us in school. 

Attendance Matters  
All through attendance for Ark Victoria to date this year is 
currently at 93.5%, which is 3.5% below our target. We have 
started this half term with an improved attendance of 94% 
but we have more work to do!   
 
I continue to appeal to all parents and carers to send their 
child/children to school every day, unless it is absolutely 
necessary to keep them at home. Below are examples of 
some reasons given for keeping children at home, which are 
not necessary, and the children should attend school. 

• Cold sores  
• Conjunctivitis 
• Ear infection 
• Hand, foot, and 

mouth disease 
• Head lice and nits 
• Impetigo 
• Ringworm 
• Slapped cheek 

syndrome 
• Sore throat 
• Threadworms  

The attendance team at Ark Victoria Academy are here to 
advise and support you.  If you are unsure whether to send 
your child to school, please contact us and we will do our 
best to offer you guidance on what to do. We will continue 
to work in partnership with parents and Birmingham City 
Council to ensure all children return to school following a 
difficult previous year. Failure to work with the school and 
continued absence may result in the school and the Local 
Authority taking legal action. “Lost time in the classroom is 
a lost opportunity to learn”.  
 
‘’Poor attendance at school can have a hugely 
damaging effect, and children who attend school 
regularly are nearly four times more likely to 
achieve five or more good GCSEs than those who 
are regularly absent."   
(Department for Education). 

Spotlight on: French 
Our department comprises of 4 teachers:  

Ms Souli teaches Year 8,9,10,11  

Mrs Lee teaches Year 7 and Year 11  

Ms Farrant teaches Year 7,8,9,10,11  

Ms Gilpin teaches Year 7,8,9,10  

This half term, we are studying:  

Year 7: Likes and dislikes of sports  

Year 8: Where we live  

Year 9: Leisure activities  

Year 10: Holidays  

Our students have produced some excellent work this half 
term.  

In Year 7, we started the term by reviewing the key 
knowledge covered so far this year; enabling students to re-
use and consolidate their prior knowledge.  

In Year 8, students started talking about where one lives, 
using a range of adjectives and practicing their speaking 
skills  

In Year 9, we started looking at leisure activities by focusing 
on a scenario in a cinema, students were able to complete a 
dialogue in pairs and practice their speaking skills  

In Year 10, we continued working on the topic of holidays. 
Students were able to articulate how they normally spend 
their holidays, compare it with a past one and share what 
would be a great holiday to them. We looked at the 
importance of having a range of tenses and justifying one’s 
opinions.  

If you have any questions about French, please contact me 
via:  

h.souli@arkvictoria.org  

mailto:h.souli@arkvictoria.org
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Secondary Behaviour 
If your child is receiving regular detentions, please speak to 
them to offer support. If you are concerned and your child's 
form teacher or Head of Year has not already contacted you 
to discuss behaviour, please call the school and ask to speak 
to their child’s Head of year. 

 

PE (secondary) Extra-curricular activities in 
Spring Term 2022: 

All students need to be in school PE kit and bring a 
drink with them. 

School Games Competition/Event Dates: 
• 15/03/2022 Year 9 Multi-skills Y1 Leadership 

Event 
• 17/03/2022 Year 7/8 Girls Netball 

Tournament @Bordelsey Green Girls School 
• 24/03/2022 Year 9/10 Girls Netball 

Tournament @ Bordesley Green Girls School 
• 28/03/2022 KS3 Girls Handball Tournament 

@ Bordesley Green Girls School 

Level 3 School Games Competition (Regional 
Finals) 
On 30/03/2022 we have been selected to represent the 
Central Sports Partnership at the indoor sports hall 
Athletics finals in Year 7 & 8. This event is for both 
boys and girls and will be an excellent opportunity for 
our students to compete against some of the best 
schools in the region. We are honoured to have been 
selected and to be taking part. Good Luck to all those 
who will be attending! 

 

 

 

 

Stages  Example of incidents  Consequen
ces  

Warning 
• Forgotten 

equipment 
• Talking over the 

teacher 
• Disturbing others 
• Calling out 

(Verbal 
warning) 

Stage 1 
(C1) 

• Second failure to 
meet expectations 

• Lateness 
• Not following the 

seating plan 
• Dropping litter 

 

15-minute 
detention 

Stage 2 
(C2) 

• No homework 
• Ignoring staff 

instructions 
• Refusal to follow 

requests 
• Incessant chatter 
• Chewing gum 
• Dropping litter 

30-minute 
detention 

Stage 3 
(C3) 

• Failure to attend 
detention 

• Persistent 
attitude/behaviour 

• Constant lack of 
work/homework 

• Truanting lesson 

60-minute 
detention 

Stage 4 
(C4) 
Friday only 

• Abusive language 
(Peers/staff) 

• Racist language 
• Homophobic 

language 
• Physical aggression 

(Peers/staff) 
• Severe disruption to 

learning 
• Persistent truancy 
• Severe disruption 

Central 
SLT 
detention 
90 minutes 

Day Time Year Group Activity 

Monday 3.15-4.14 Girls Badminton 

Monday  3.15-4.15 10 

Duke of 
Edinburgh 
Expedition 

training 

Tuesday 3.15 – 4.20 Y7 Boys Football 

Wednesday 3.15-4.15 Y7/Y8 Tennis 

Wednesday  3.15-4.15 Y9 Boys Football 
Wednesday  
(16/03/22) 3.15 – 4.15 Y9 Duke of 

Edinburgh 
Thursday 3.15-4.15 Y8 Boys Football 

Thursday  3.15-4.30 KS3 Girls Football 
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Central Sports Partnership current points 
table: 

Y7 Boys Away @Stockland Green  
It was nice to see some new faces playing for the team in this 
match! Ark Victoria started the game well, managed to keep 
the opposition contained for the first 10 minutes and a 
couple of good opportunities going forward. Ark Victoria 
kept applying the pressure and were unlucky not to score. 
There were some unlucky situations which lead to conceding 
several goals in the first half.  

Most opportunities in the second half came from good 
corners, Ark Victoria putting the opposition players under 
pressure and keeping the score line low with only 1 goal 
being scored by the opposition. Outstanding effort from 
everyone, which we love to see, 
win or lose, demonstrating the 
Ark values of Ambition, Resilience 
and Kindness. We are looking 
forwards to seeing what they have 
to give in the coming fixtures. 
Well done Year 7, keep up the 
outstanding effort!  

Captain: Muhzin D 

Player of the match: Shahriar I 

Upcoming fixtures: 

Tuesday 15/03/2022 @ Heartlands Academy Away  

Thursday 17/03/2022 @Rockwood Academy Away 

Y8 Boys Football Fixtures: 

Next match: Date TBC 

Unfortunately, due to a waterlogged pitch @ Plantsbrook 
Academy the match was cancelled by the away team. 

Year 9 Boys Football Fixtures: 

Next Match: Wednesday 23rd March @Home 

Additional Girls Fixtures:  

• Y9/10 Badminton 'v' Ark Kings Date TBC 
• Year 7 Girls Football 'v' Ark Kings Date TBC 
• Year 8/9 Football 'v' Ark Kings Date TBC 

KS4 Girls Boxing 
Massive Congratulations to all of the girls in Year 10 & 11 
who have completed their 6 weeks of boxing training. 
Training included looking at the 6 punches, 5 defences, 
stance and turning. All students who successfully passed the 
course will receive a certificate which they can proudly put 
on their CV/college applications. 

Special Mention: 
Esra, Hibah, Zara Y, 
Mayeda, Henna & Zaira 
who all showed some 
excellent skills and really 
good technique in their 
final assessment! 

 

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award! 
Our Bronze Award students are currently completing their 
Physical, Skills and Volunteering Sections. These will all 
need to be completed before they are able to go on 
Expedition in July. For the expedition to remain safe the 
students will need to attend all 
training sessions otherwise they 
will not be able to attend. Groups 
for Expedition are a minimum of 
4 and maximum of 7. All 
members of the group need to 
attend all training sessions. 
Students are unable to complete 
their Bronze Award without 
completing all 4 sections of the Award. 

Next Meeting for Year 9 students: 16/03/2022 and 
every Wednesday after. 

Next Expedition Training for Year 10 students: 
Monday 14/03/2022 

If you have any questions, please speak to Ms Coughlan 
(DofE Manager) or see our students MS teams page. 
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Maths Feast Y10 National Maths Competition 
Huge congratulations to the following Year 10 students who 
took part in this week's Maths Feast 2022, a National Maths 
Competition, which took place 
in Coventry:   

• Ismail A 10Z  
• Israful I 10Z 
• Samira B 10S 
• Fakhrul I 10Y 
• Pritom G 10Y 
• Aalisha H 10C 
• Sharmila Z 10C 
• Hamza M 10T 

This competition has been running for several years and 
combines mathematical, communication and teamwork 
skills and offers students another way to express and 
develop their enjoyment of mathematics.   Our students 
achieved 2nd place (nearly 1st!) in the competition and 
worked really hard.  Well done to all who took part - we are 
very proud of you! 

Covid-19 Update 
We wrote to parents recently informing you that staff, and 
students in secondary, are no longer required to undertake 
twice-weekly asymptomatic testing, and that visitors are not 
required to take a lateral flow test before coming onsite. 
 
We will continue to: 

• encourage everyone to maintain good hand hygiene 
by regularly washing their hands or using hand 
sanitiser; 

• encourage everyone to maintain good respiratory 
hygiene by using tissues to catch coughs and 
sneezes; 

• keep our school buildings well ventilated; and 
maintain high levels of cleaning. 

 
Please do not send your child to school if they have 
symptoms of COVID-19 (a new and continuous cough, a 
high temperature, or a loss of or change to their sense of 
taste or smell) or have tested positive. If your child displays 
one of these symptoms, they should stay at home and take a 
PCR test. We also ask you to keep us informed if your child 
is displaying any symptoms or has tested positive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Could you be the next Young Science Writer of 
the Year? 
 
WHO AND WHAT? 
The Association of British Science Writers invites students 
from non-selective state-funded schools, aged 14-16, to 
submit an 800-word essay on any subject in science, 
technology, engineering and / or mathematics. 
This competition is designed to get young people writing 
and thinking about the big questions in science, technology, 
engineering and maths, with a focus on how science impacts 
on policymaking and society. 
 
WHAT ARE WE LOOKING FOR? 
Great storytelling. We would love the essay to be an 
enlightening, informative and engaging read. We would also 
like it to include analysis, context, and perspective, helping 
the reader explore and understand the social, ethical, and 
political implications of scientific advances and the 
scientific process. 
 
HOW? 
Write an essay of up to 800 words and upload it to 
absw.org/awards by Friday 8 April 2022. You will need to 
state your name, age, school and address of the school, a 
short biography, and the contact details of your parents or 
guardian. 
 
The award is funded by Alex and Jeff O’Brien, with generous 
support by the BBC and the Royal Institution.  
 
1st Prize - £1000 + mentorship +1year’s ABSW membership 
 
2nd & 3rd Prize - £250 +1 year’s ABSW membership 
The winning essay will be published on the BBC news site 
with a mention of the school. 
 
The winner and runners-ups and their entire class will be 
invited to the Award Ceremony held at the Royal Institution 
end of June 2022. 
 
In addition, the winning student will have a one-hour 
session with an experienced science editor or writer to 
discuss what a career in science writing entails and how best 
to continue honing their skill. 
 
A link to the two runners-up commended essays will feature 
on the BBC News website. For any questions, further 
information and our privacy policy please email 
info@absw.org.uk or visit www.absw.org.uk/pages/18-
awards  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@absw.org.uk
http://www.absw.org.uk/pages/18-awards
http://www.absw.org.uk/pages/18-awards
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Academy Inset days 2021-2022 
• Monday 25th April 2022 (School inset day) 
• Friday 1st July 2022 (Ark inset day) 

Spring Term dates 
• 8th April 2022 End of term – school breaks up for 

the Easter holiday 

Summer Term dates 
• Tuesday 26th April 2022 – school re-opens 
• 30 May – 03 June 2022 – half term break 
• Thursday 21st July – End of term 

 
Primary Parents Evening dates 
Primary parents’ evening for EYFS/KS1 will be Monday 
28th March and Year 3-5 will be Thursday 31st March so 
that they do not fall within Ramadan. 

 
Red Nose Day for Comic Relief - Friday 18th 
March 
We are raising funds in Primary and Secondary for Comic 
Relief on Friday 18th March - Red Nose Day! It is a non-
uniform day for all students, and there are lots of activities 
planned for the day including red noses which can be bought 
at our charity fair during the school day. 

The afternoon will consist of an assembly in Primary and a 
range of fun activities for students to take part in to raise 
awareness of this important charity and its purpose. In 
Secondary, students will be hosting a charity event within 
school time to raise money for Comic Relief, and there will 
also be a range of activities throughout the day for students. 

Donations to Comic Relief can be made via Parentpay online 
- thank you to all families for your support. 

. 

Free School Meals  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click the images above to apply for free school meals.  

 
 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
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Primary Recommended Read 
Key Stage 2 Fiction 
The Last Firefox by Lee Newbery 

A boy befriends a very special fox whose uniqueness leads 
them both on a whirlwind adventure in 
this gripping and heart-warming tale 
about courage and companionship. 

Key Stage 1 Fiction 
The Barnabus Project by The Fan 
Brothers 

In a world built for Perfect Pets, 
Barnabus is a Failed Project -half 
mouse, half elephant, kept out of 
sight until his dreams of freedom 
lead him and his misfit friends on a 
perilous adventure. 

A stunning picture book from The 
Fan Brothers.   

Secondary recommended read 
This week’s recommended read comes courtesy of 9 
Zephaniah. 

“The Enemy” is an apocalyptic young adult novel 
reminiscent of “28 Days Later.” The premise is that roughly 
a year ago everyone over 15 years old became infected and 
started killing and eating everyone 
younger than 16 years old. Arran is the 
leader of a medium-sized group of kids 
holed up in a London grocery store. 

This is for fans of horror, zombies and 
dystopian fiction such as The Hunger 
Games. It is the first book of a series and 
therefore offers a great opportunity for 
you to rack up Accelerated Reader 
points! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MR ALIPOUR’S PUZZLES 11/03/2022 
Are you excited about learning Maths?  

Are you inspired to receive more golden tickets?  

Then ask your parents and your teachers to help you with 
solving Mr Alipour’s puzzles! 

Once done, simply email your answers to: 

 r.alipour@arkvictoria.org  

The first five students with correct answers to my puzzles 
will receive golden tickets and their names will be published 
in the next school newsletter.  

Challenging, however fun, Maths puzzles will be posted in 
our regular newsletters, and you will be able to see the 
answers in the next newsletter.  

Let’s see who the Maths geniuses are! 

Last puzzles answers:  
Puzzle 5 answers 
A few of you emailed me to let me know you have found a 
solution to Puzzle 5. Extra respect to those who found more 
than one solution as below: 

1621 x 1622 = 2629262 

2457 x 2458 = 6039306 

Puzzle 2 
Lots of people loved Puzzle 6 with the following answer 

 

 

 

 

mailto:r.alipour@arkvictoria.org
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Here are two more for you to try: 

Puzzle 7 

 

Puzzle 8 
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