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Thought for the week: The most important human
endeavour is the striving for morality in our actions. Our
inner balance and even our very existence depend on it. Only
morality in our actions can give beauty and dignity to life.
Albert Einstein
Principal’s Message
It has been an exceptionally busy and productive start
to the Summer term here at Ark Victoria. Not only has
there been a huge focus on academic endeavours, but
we have enjoyed Science Day across secondary,
exploring careers in the sciences, and visiting
Kenilworth castle in primary phase, to broaden our
understanding of history. We are also busy planning
events across the whole academy to mark Earth Day on
May 20th and the Queen’s platinum jubilee on May
26th.
Y6 have been exemplary throughout their SATs week,
working hard to prepare in the week preceding and
working calmly and thoughtfully throughout this
week. We are very proud of them - they deserve a real
treat this Friday! Y11 have also been working hard,
with final coursework pieces submitted, French
Speaking exams completed and many intervention
sessions attended. We had our final assembly before
GCSEs begin yesterday and I was pleased with the
maturity and focus all students demonstrated. Written
public exams begin on Monday 16th May and continue
until June 24th, with a National Contingency Day
planned for June 29th. We would ask that all students
keep this day free, in case any exams are rescheduled
– failure to attend an exam on this day would result in
no marks for that paper.
We have shared the GCSE exam timetable and focused
exam preparation sessions with Y11 – a copy of which
can be found on the website. Please support your child
to prepare and revise thoroughly. All morning exams
begin at 9am and all afternoon exams at 1pm. Late
arrivals may not be able to sit the exam so please
ensure your chid arrives promptly for each exam. For
morning exams, we will provide breakfast from 7.30
am and a focused exam preparation session from 8am.
For afternoon exams, the exam preparation session
will begin at 11.25am.

GCSE Results day is on August 25th this year; students
will arrive from 9.30am to collect their results – more
information will follow on this. We are looking forward
to celebrating successes with our students on this day,
as we are confident of the endeavour, commitment and
focus they are showing. It is important they now
remain diligent, focused and prepare well – these next
six weeks are crucial!
If endeavour is important for Y6 and Y11 right now, it
is certainly something all of us should be doing – trying
our best, but even more than this – trying to do the
right thing. As Einstein says, ‘the most important
human endeavour is striving for morality in our
actions’; it is so important to understand the impact of
our words and deeds. Words and actions which are
unkind have a lasting negative impact and affect our
whole community. We strive to uphold our values,
particularly that of kindness as we navigate these
challenging times. Please be especially vigilant over
your child’s use of social media – a small minority of
our students are using online channels to be unkind;
this is having a huge impact on students’ and staff wellbeing. Please consider the controls you use to monitor
internet safety and the guidance you provide;
unkindness and bullying, whether online or in person,
will not be tolerated at Ark Victoria. Let us all
endeavour to be kind, supportive and tolerant of
others.
Thank you for your continued support.
Ms E. McSorley
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Key Messages to Primary Parents
Reception Update

Primary Headteachers welcome
This week, I would like to say a huge well done to our
Year 6 pupils! The children, and staff, have worked so
hard to prepare for their KS2 SATS this week and I am
very proud of them all. The children demonstrated our
school values: they were ambitious and motivated to
achieve their best and I feel very confident that they
will have done this. They were also resilient, even when
they felt nervous or found some of the questions
difficult, they persevered and didn’t give up. Finally,
the school has been filled with kindness this week. All
the staff and pupils have supported Year 6 in so many
different ways, which has meant that what could have
been a stressful week has been one filled with smiles
and positive attitudes. The week has finished with a
very exciting day on the inflatables with treats for
everyone in Year 6!
It is not just our Year 6 pupils who have been working
incredibly hard towards their SATs tests, Year 2 have
also been superstars over the past week. They have got
one week left to go – good luck Year 2, you are doing
so well.
I am also very proud of our Year 1 classes who have
been, or are going to, Kenilworth Castle to support
their history topic of Kings and Queens. One member
of the public was so impressed that he e-mailed the
school to tell us what a credit the staff and pupils were
to the school. This was the first trip that Year 1 have
been on, and I know they had an amazing time, well
done Year 1!

In Reception, we have been
learning all about a very special
month called Ramadan which
Muslims celebrate. We learned
so much about why Muslims
fast, give to charity and pray to
God. We also looked at
similarities and differences between other religions. The
children also experienced their own Eid party at school
wearing their party clothes and bringing their cultural food.
We love learning about different
religions and their celebrations.

Year 1 Update
We are so proud of the progress
Year 1 have made with their
Writing this year; in particular
they are writing clear sentences
and focusing on perfect
handwriting - well done
everyone!

Year 2 Update
Year 2 have been learning about
2D and 3D shapes. The children have been identifying and
describing properties of 2D shapes. They have explored the
number of faces, vertices, and edges. They have investigated
3D shapes and identified the 2D shapes on the surface of a
3D shape. e.g a circle on a cylinder and a triangle on a
pyramid. They will be exploring and comparing 2D and 3D
shapes.

Year 3 Update
Year 3 have really enjoyed learning about angles during
their new maths unit this half term. Children had to get
crafty to make their very own angle makers, and here they
are putting them to use identifying angles within shapes.

Pupils and staff are very excited about Earth Day on
Friday 20th May. Mr Ibrahim has worked very hard to
prepare a range of exciting activities including
assemblies, art sessions, RSPCA workshops, a litter
pick and community gardening. It is going to be a
brilliant day highlighting the importance of caring for
the environment – we will include photos and details
in our next newsletter!
Mrs Twort
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Year 4 Update

Year 4 have predicted what will
happen next in “A Midsummers
Night’s Dream”.
Ayaana in 4S has created an amazing
comic strip to show her prediction.

Year 5 Update
In Year 5, as well as all the hard work
our children are doing in school, we are so proud of how
they've embraced the new online maths resource
(Mathletics.com) to develop their numeracy skills at home.
We already have over 50 students who've earned certificates
for their efforts! This is such a pleasing example of the
ambition and hard work our children are showing. We are
extremely proud of the Year 5 students and we encourage
you to speak to your child, if you have not already, about
their use of the Mathletics site as it is a fun and engaging way
for them to develop their maths skills at home. We're sure
there'll be even more certificates and celebrations in the
coming weeks!

Year 6 Update
A huge well done to all of our Year 6 pupils for working so
hard all year to complete their SATs this week. You have all
shown true commitment and dedication throughout the
year. We are so proud of each and every one of you. We hope
you enjoyed your well-deserved fun day today!

Digital Champions
Congratulations to the pupils below
who have received awards for Times
Tables Rock Stars and Mathletics!
TTRS Champions:
25.04.22 – 29.04.22
Year 3 - Ibraheem Adnan 3Y
Year 4 - Arafat Ahmed-Begum 4Z
Year 5 - Subhan Israr 5W
Year 6 - Eashial Fatima 6Y

Primary Pastoral and Student Wellbeing
Newsletter
Shout Outs
RECEPTION - Ifrah RC: She knows the
days of the week so well and tells us the
day and the date every morning! Super
star! Aadam (RY): For improving his
writing and formation skills. He also
gets really excited during maths activities and ready to give
his answers! Omar (RZ): For trying and answering
questions in full sentences and engaging in lessons.
YEAR 1 – Samila 1T, Mahdia 1S and Aseel 1W, these pupils
have wonderful manners and are constantly kind!
YEAR 2 - Hajara 2S, for trying her best this week! Tayyab
2T, for working incredibly hard and staying focused! Ayat
2W, for always remembering her manners and being super
helpful!
YEAR 3 - Ameer 3S, Yusuf 3Z and Marwa 3S, highest
positive points in Year 3
YEAR 4 – Anika 4Z, for entering a drawing competition with
a picture of her own fantasy animal out of school and
winning a gift voucher prize.
YEAR 5 - Eesa 5T, the most polite, respectful and helpful
student a teacher could wish for! Always looks out for others
in need and has a heart of gold.
YEAR 6 - Za'kai 6Z, for being polite and having good
manners
A massive shout out to 3T and 6Z – 100%
Attendance for last week. This is fantastic, keep it
up!

Attendance
We want our children to have a positive experience at school
and to be able to reach their full potential. In order for them
to achieve this it is important that they attend school
regularly.

02.05.22 – 06.05.22
Year 3 - Muhammad Yousaf 3Y
Year 4 - Muhammad Hashir 4C
Year 5 - Mohammed Haroun 5W
Year 6 - Hadiqa Hussain 6Y
Mathletics Class Champions:
3 Zephaniah - 14 bronze certificates
5 Tolkien - 12 bronze certificates
2 Cadbury - 6 bronze certificates for
Times Tables Rock Stars and
Mathletics!

www.arkvictoria.org | 4

What is expected of the pupils?
•
•
•
•
•

To respect themselves and others
To do all they can to attend school regularly and
punctually
To inform a trusted adult if they feel that they are
being bullied
To encourage friendship and a sense of belonging
To be happy and encourage others to feel happy

What is expected of the Parents?
•
•
•

•
•

•
•

To keep requests for their child to be absent from
school to a minimum
To offer a reason, or medical proof, for any period
of absence, preferably before the absence or on the
first day of absence
To ensure that their child arrives at school on time;
a reason should be given for any lateness

To work closely with the school to resolve any
problems that may impede a child’s attendance
To take family holidays during school holiday
periods and be aware that requests for holidays
during term time will be refused except in
special/exceptional circumstances.
To be aware of curriculum requirements and be
especially vigilant with regards to attendance
during important academic times such as SATS
To support their child and recognise their successes
and achievements

We hope that you will continue to support us with
attendance by ensuring that your child is in school every day
and on time. Please see table below, which shows the
number of days missing from school, linked to attendance
percentage:

School Attendance for last week
YEAR 1

YEAR 2

1S
1T
1W

95.70%
94.09%
98.81%

Total %

96.11%

YEAR 4
4C
4S
4W
4Z
Total %

2C
2S
2T
2W

YEAR 3
95.83%
97.22%
95.83%
98.61%
96.88%

YEAR 5
93.59%
96.15%
95.06%
97.70%
95.68%

5C
5T
5W
5Y

3S
3T
3Y
3Z

95%
100%
88.87%
97.78%
95.25%

YEAR 6
94.44%
90.97%
96.67%
94.44%
94.24%

6S
6T
6Y
6Z

98.28%
95.98%
98.89%
100%
98.31%

Attendance Rewards

We would like to introduce our
attendance bears for KS1: Max,
Winnie the Pooh and Harry the
Hippo. Attendance bears are given
to the class with the highest
attendance in Reception, Year 1
and Year 2
Attendance Bear Winners - Reception Cadbury, 1 Watt
and 2 Watt
KS2 Weekly Attendance Trophy
winners - 3 Tolkien, 4 Zephaniah, 5
Watt and 6 Zephaniah
Well done to you all and keep it up!!
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Wellbeing Tips – My happy place

Sometimes we may feel sad, worried, angry or lonely and it
is important to know that it is ok to feel all of these emotions
at times. We just need to develop ways to
manage these more tricky feelings. A
useful strategy is to have a ‘happy place’
that you can escape to—this can be a real
place or a place pictured in your mind.
Ask yourself: Where is your
happy place?
When you
think of your happy place,
who is with you? What do
you have with you in your
happy place? What is it about
your happy place that cheers
you up? Then visit your
happy place or close your
eyes and imagine you are
there.
Keep this happy place with
you and remember it when
things are tricky. Don’t
forget—your happy place can
change at any time. It’s up to you!

Book Recommendation
The pastoral team are extremely
passionate about meeting the
children's needs through various
resources. This week’s Book
Recommendation - "'Rain before
Rainbows'
A girl and her companion fox travel together from a place of
loss and despair, through uncertain times, towards the hope
of colour, light and life. Along the way, they find friends to
guide and support them. Together, they build a glorious
future and discover there is a way out of the darkness, into
the light of the rainbow. A book with immense hope at its
heart, this is a positive message for anyone who's ever gone
through a tough time.

Parking
Please could parents and carers be mindful where they are
parking at the beginning and end of the school day.
Your children's safety is our number one priority. We
understand that there are limited places to park around the
school, but we ask parents not to park on double yellow lines
and zig-zag lines outside school or around the school
entrance.
Mrs Kumar, Primary Pastoral Lead

Students have had a settled start to what is a busy term for
us at Ark Victoria. This term sees the beginning of the GCSE
exams; our first ever set of exams for students in Year 11, as
well as many other events. Year 7 students were involved in
a trip to Bournville last week, and students in Years 7-10
were involved in a Science drop down day, which was a great
success. It was wonderful to see staff dressed up in outfits
related to science professions and students engaging well in
sessions and asking questions.
We are also growing our team and are currently advertising
for the following positions:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Trainee Science Teacher
Trainee Maths Teacher
SENDCO Assistant
Assistant Headteacher – KS3 Achievement &
Safeguarding
Teacher of Music
Head of Biology
Science Teacher

If you know someone who would be a great addition to our
school, please ask them to visit the school website.

Year 7 update
Year 7 students have made a positive start to their final term
this year. We have already had a wonderful trip to
Bournville, where the students represented Ark Victoria in
an exemplary manner as they explored the local area. We are
looking forward to welcoming you into school to discuss
your child's academic progress on the 19th of May for
Parents' Evening. Mr Curtis

Year 8 update

It has been a steady start to the Summer term for Year 8
students. Students have returned from the Easter break and
engaged well within lessons. Attendance and punctuality are
a key focus this term and students must strive to attend
every day and always be on time. Congratulations to our
‘Students of the Week’
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cadbury – Isa M
Simmonds – Yusuf H
Tolkien – Siem U
Watt – Tahmid R & Marfur R
Yousafzai – Anya B
Zephaniah – Sophia K
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Year 9 update

Year 9 are making great progress this half term. 13 of our
Year 9 students are now halfway through their Envision
journey where they are constantly pushing themselves to
improve and raise money for their nominated charity.
Well done to those Year 9 students who are achieving high
levels of attendance and punctuality to school - these are, as
always, a crucial focus and students must strive to attend
every day and on time.

Year 10 update
Year 10 have had a successful start to the new half term with,
once again, sanctions reducing massively. Students have
been calm and focussed on their studies. Students took part
in a Science drop down day where they enjoyed learning
about new science careers, as well as taking part in an
engineering challenge. On this day, students also took part
in a science quiz, with Cadbury coming out on top. Well
done to Y10 Cadbury and we would like to congratulate
Sharmila Z for being a key figure in helping them win! We
are looking forward to seeing Year 10 continue to progress
and prepare for their mock exams which will take place in
June.

Year 11 update
Please be aware that GCSE examinations will begin on
Monday 16th May, with the first exam being Religious
Studies. Please can I encourage you to look at the exam
timetable that has been uploaded onto the school website.
Please use the following link: https://arkvictoria.org/pagestrips/year-11-1#overlay-context=page-strips/year-10-0
You will also be receiving regular text message reminders for
exams and interventions that will be taking place over the
next few weeks.

The very best of luck to all our Y11 students sitting exams
this year!

Attendance Matters
Journey to Excellence
I would like to thank you for your supporting us on our
journey to excellence. I am pleased to report that since
returning to school in the summer term, students have been
fully equipped in well over 99% of lessons and consequently
learning time has been maximised.
Equipment and Organisation
The issues that have been highlighted as impacting on
students’ organisation are:
•
•
•
•
•

bringing the books for the wrong day
forgetting pencil cases & planners
arriving late to school
forgetting their PE kit
poor attendance

The Ark Victoria Academy attendance team are here to
advise and support you. If you are unsure whether to send
your child to school, please contact us and we will do our
best to offer you guidance on what to do. We will continue
to work in partnership with parents and Birmingham City
Council to ensure all children return to school following a
difficult previous year. Failure to work with the school and
continued absence may result in the School and the Local
Authority taking legal action.
“Lost time in the classroom is a lost opportunity to learn”.

Please note: Pupils will be working independently from
home from Monday 6th June, but must attend all planned
revision sessions and examinations in school. All
information regarding study leave, GCSE examinations and
end of year plans has been provided to our students via a
letter and also emailed to parents this week.
A reminder that pupils will need to be in school via Talbot
way for 8am if they have a morning exam and by 11.25am if
they have an afternoon exam. Year 11 students are also
encouraged to attend breakfast club at any time from 7.30
to 8am where free breakfast will be served to fuel the day of
revision and exams.
Unfortunately, we have had to cancel the planned prom
event - please see the letter emailed for more information
regarding this.
Thank you to all Y11 parents for supporting the students
through their GCSE exams.

‘’Poor attendance at school can have a hugely
damaging effect, and children who attend school
regularly are nearly four times more likely to
achieve five or more good GCSEs than those who
are regularly absent."
(Department for Education).
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Lost learning time in all secondary schools across the
country still has a significant impact on potential learning
time. Just 3 minutes lost in each lesson over a week equates
to 90 minutes a week, and in a school year to over 60 hours
of lost learning. We believe that by having high expectations
in all areas, including personal organisation, every student
has the potential to succeed.
Below is a reminder of some of the daily routines that we
expect our students to follow.
Equipment:
Students should continue to bring in their own equipment
to school:
• School bag
• Pencil case
• 2 pencils
• 2 black handwriting pens
• 2 green biro pens
• 1 30cm ruler
• 1 rubber
• 1 highlighter
• 1 glue stick
• Maths equipment (scientific calculator Casio
fx-85 gtx, 180° protractor,
compass, set
square)
• Reading book
Routines: Summary
Students should…
1. Be correctly dressed in the school uniform
2. Arrive on time to school and all lessons
3. Walk on the left along the corridors and stairs
4. Use the correct stairs when moving between
lessons
In lesson time:
• Line up outside the classroom until the member of
staff gives permission to go into the room.
• Enter the classroom in silence and stand behind
their place until told to sit by the member of staff.
• Follow the teacher’s instructions.
• Wait until invited to speak in the classroom and not
simply shout answers out.
• Respect staff and respect the contributions of other
students; be respectfully silent while others are
giving feedback and listen carefully.
• Do not get out of your seat unless given permission
to do so.
• Keep food out of classrooms but stay hydrated (with
water)
• At the end of the lesson stand behind their place,
and wait until you are dismissed; look around your
table – is it free from litter?
• Planner & pencil cases should be visible on the desk
at the start of every lesson
Break/Lunch:
1. Be in designated areas at break and lunch times
(NOT in classrooms or wandering in the corridors)

2. Only eat food in the designated areas (canteen or
outside)
3. Mobile phones should not be seen or heard on the
school site
4. Do not bring prohibited items that have no place in
our school, for example:
• Matches/Lighters
• Cigarettes
• Illegal substances
• Weapons
• Chewing Gum
• Fizzy drinks including energy drinks
• E cigarettes & vapes
Relationships between staff students and parents continue
to be excellent and we look forward to continuing to work
with you and your son/daughter, to achieve success together
at Ark Victoria Academy.

Secondary Behaviour
If your child is receiving regular detentions, please speak to
them to offer support. If you are concerned, and your child's
form teacher or Head of Year has not already contacted you
to discuss behaviour, please call the school and ask to speak
to the Head of Year.
Stages

Example of incidents

Warning
•
•
•
•
Stage 1
(C1)

•
•
•
•

Stage 2
(C2)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Stage 3
(C3)

•
•
•
•

Stage 4
(C4)
Friday only

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Forgotten
equipment
Talking over the
teacher
Disturbing
others
Calling out

Consequences
(Verbal
warning)

Second failure to
meet
expectations
Lateness
Not following the
seating plan
Dropping litter

15-minute
detention

No homework
Ignoring staff
instructions
Refusal to follow
requests
Incessant chatter
Chewing gum
Dropping litter

30-minute
detention

Failure to attend
detention
Persistent
attitude/behavio
ur
Constant lack of
work/homework
Truanting lesson

60-minute
detention

Abusive language
(Peers/staff)
Racist language
Homophobic
language
Physical
aggression
(Peers/staff)
Severe
disruption to
learning
Persistent
truancy
Severe
disruption

Central SLT
detention
90 minutes
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PE (secondary) Extra-curricular activities in
Summer Term 2022:
Day

Time

Monday

3.15-4.30 Girls

Rounders

This term sees the start of our next cohort of students. There
are still a few spaces available, so if you would like your son
or daughter to get involved please get in touch with Ms
Coughlan
(s.coughlan@arkvictoria.org)
for
further
information.

Monday

3.15-4.15 Y8 Boys

Indoor Cricket

Sessions: 3.15-4.15pm Wednesdays every week for 10 weeks.

Tuesday

3.15-4.20 Y7 Boys

Sport TBC

Year Group Activity

Wednesday 3.15-4.15 Y7/Y8
Wednesday
Thursday

3.15-4.15

Y9
Y10

3.15-4.30 Girls

Tennis

Students will need to be in PE kit and bring a drink. They
must also have a reply slip signed by parents to attend.

Duke of
Edinburgh

Commonwealth Games 2022 Queens Baton
Relay - Congratulations!

Handball

Two students for Ark Victoria
Academy were nominated to be a
Baton
Bearer
for
the
Commonwealth games which are
happening in Birmingham, our
home city! We are so excited to
confirm that Saira in Year 9 has
been chosen to be one of them on
the 27th of July in the lead up to the
games which will be held this summer. This is an
opportunity that is not to be missed.

All students need to be in school PE kit and bring a drink
with them.

Central Sports Partnership current points
table:

Sport for Life International Tennis Sessions
for Year 7 & 8

Each Wednesday, we have a fully qualified tennis coach
come into school to work with our students on their tennis
skills, but also to rebuild their confidence in being physically
active outside of PE. Our first set of students have had a
brilliant time developing their control and technique and
showed some amazing progress in the final weeks. Shout out
to Zoya, Zeenat, Rehana and Ramsha!

Mohammed S (Y8)
Mohammed S is a credit to the school and his peers in all
areas. He represents the school council, and through this he
has helped within the wider community to identify and
improve areas for improvement. In terms of sport, he been
part of the school football team and is an excellent team
player. In terms of his education, he always works extremely
hard and will always push himself in every lesson to do his
best. He is also an excellent role model and support to his
peers - fully engaged in school life and extra-curricular
activities, passionate and committed to sport!
Saira K (9T) – Baton Bearer
Saira is very passionate about sport and improving herself
and others through sport. She is part of a local football team,
is a bronze sports leader and captains the school team.
Throughout the disruption caused by Covid, she completed
physical challenges to a high standard and sent in weekly
video evidence of her success. Since returning to school, she
has not missed a single after school sports club session and
she is always positive and supportive of others. As a young
Muslim female, she is helping to encourage and pave the
way for others in sport. She is an excellent role model, and
we are extremely proud!
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KS3 Rewards trip - England Ladies 'v' Belgium

positional play and understanding of the game has grown
immensely. Well done to everyone who has regularly
participated in the session! We are inspired by your passion!
Thank you also to Mr Martin and Mr Danks who have been
there every step of the way, come rain or shine! It has been
a pleasure to see everyone on the Astro pitch every week
giving it their all! We are proud of you!

Year 9 Boys Football
The PE Department have organised for 28 of our female
athletes to go and watch the Lionesses play against Belgium
at the Molineux Stadium on 16th June 2022. This trip is to
recognise the dedication and efforts of our young
sportswomen in representing school in fixtures and
tournaments and attending extra-curricular sessions from
September to now. Some of these young women have
attended sports activities 3 times a week and represented
school in numerous sporting activities and leadership
events. They have shown passion and dedication towards
sports, and it has been great to see the progress and the
confidence they have made. Ms Coughlan is very proud of
you all! Some excellent role models to others who are taking
charge of their own future physical fitness journey.

Girls Football Match 'v' Ark St Albans.
Date TBC (before half term) for Year 7-9 in a 9-a-side game,
away.

Year 7 Boys Football
We are delighted to say that the Year 7 Boys finished 3rd in
the league! A massive shout-out for all their hard work and
determination this season. Despite starting slowly, they
finished on a high with a 6:1 win over Washwood Heath. The
team’s resilience and determination has shone through in all
aspects of their teamwork at home and away. What a
journey they have been on! On behalf of the team and the PE
Department, Congratulations to you all and I would also like
to thank Mr Latham for all his hard work, effort, and
dedication to the team without him, fixtures and wins
like this would not be possible!
We look forward to next season
and are excited to see how this
team grows and develops as
players in the coming years.

Year 8 Boys Football
Our Year 8 team have struggled this year to get regular
fixtures unfortunately, due to circumstances out of their
control, and finish 6th in the league this year. However, this
has not dampened their spirits at all. The boys have really
shown dedication and commitment to the sport, attending
weekly sessions all the way through since September in
force. With over 20 students at training each week. Their

We are delighted to say that the Year 9 Boys finished 3rd in
the league! A massive shout out for all their hard work and
determination this season. They have shown grit and
ambition from the first game to the last of the season. Lots
of personal growth within the team, but also a great
development of teamwork which has gone from strength to
strength throughout the
season and with every match.
Well done to all the players, a
well-deserved 3rd Place. A
massive thank you to Mr
Parkar who has dedicated
himself to the team, also
showing his passion and love
for Football and sport!

Duke of Edinburgh
Bronze Award!

Our students are now well under way with their Physical,
Skills and Volunteering sections, working hard to complete
them before the Expedition which is set to take place in July.
This has shown great commitment for those involved and it
is great to see their personal growth. Please continue to
encourage your family members who are participating and
ask them how they are getting on.
All expedition training will now be held on Wednesday in
M25. Anyone who does not attend the training will not be
able to attend the Expedition due to health and safety
reasons. Information on dates for the Expedition will be
confirmed soon so please watch out for further information.
Next Meeting for Year 9 and 10 students: 18/05/2022
If you have any questions, please speak to Ms Coughlan
(DofE Manager) or Miss Ward (DofE Leader) or see our
students MS Teams page.

Academy Inset days 2021-2022
•

Friday 1st July 2022 (Ark inset day)

Summer Term dates
•
•

30 May – 03 June 2022 – half term break
Thursday 21st July – End of term
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Free School Meals

Primary Recommended Read
Key Stage 1 Fiction Recommendation
The Antlered Ship by Dashka Slater
An inquisitive fox sets off on a sea-faring voyage with a crew
of deer and pigeons in this enchanting tale of friendship and
adventure. The illustrations by
the Fan brothers really bring this
book to life and pupils in Key
Stage 1 have already enjoyed the
work of the Fan brothers in The
Barnabus Project and The Night
Gardener.

Key Stage 2 Fiction Recommendation
Noah’s Gold by Frank Cottrell-Boyce
Frank Cottrell-Boyce is an author
many children in Key Stage 2 will
already be familiar with, thanks to his
humour and wit. Another of his
books, Cosmic, is on the Year 5 text
map. Noah’s Gold is packed with
mystery and adventures as a group of
children are stranded on an
uninhabited island with a strange
treasure map. A delightfully funny
tale!

Secondary recommended read
This week’s KS3 recommended read is The Balloon Thief by
Aneesa Marufu. The story follows Khadija, a girl who
escapes from an arranged marriage by taking control of a
runaway hot air balloon in a world unlike our own. The vivid
writing brings to life a world of magic and danger. This is
recommended both for readers who enjoy fantasy writing
and those who enjoy reading about characters overcoming
adversity.
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MR ALIPOUR’S PUZZLES 13/05/2022

Are you excited about learning Maths? Are you inspired to
receive more golden tickets? Then try Mr Alipour’s puzzles
and email your answers to r.alipour@arkvictoria.org

Puzzle 13

Any student with correct answers to my puzzles will receive
golden tickets
Challenging, however fun, Maths puzzles
will be posted in our regular newsletters, and you will be able
to see the answers in the next newsletter. Well done to all
students at Ark Victoria Academy, for getting correct
answers to my last puzzles. All these students now have won
many golden tickets! So, try my next set of puzzles and send
me your answers. Let’s see who the Maths geniuses are

Last puzzles answers:
Puzzle 11 answer

Puzzle 14
Puzzle 12 answer
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