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Thought for the week:
‘It has been an extremely difficult year. Everyone in this country has been

directly affected by isolation and loss. But we have also seen countless
examples of heroism and sacrifice. It’s given us all a new understanding of
the fragility of life and what really matters.’ Gareth Southgate
such a committed staff and student body: it is an
absolute pleasure to lead and serve such an incredible
team, who’ve achieved so much!
In this final newsletter of the academic year, I want to
pay tribute to our Y11 students, who left our school in
June and whom we miss already but who will return to
receive their GCSE grades this year on August 12th. I
want to recognise their hard work, dedication and
commitment to their studies, during a challenging
time. It was so lovely to celebrate with them a couple
of week ago and will be fantastic to see them on results
day.

Principal’s Message
We have reached the end of an incredible year - a
challenging one in many respects, but one in which we
have pulled together as a community to continue doing
what we do so well: learning together, supporting one
another and embodying our values of ambition,
kindnes and resilience.
This final half-term and week has been a triumph and
pupils across the school have enjoyed ‘days of joys’
including sports days, an amazing Music festival and
our culture day
celebrating all the
wonderful
cultures
within
our
community
with dress, food
and
cultural
insights.
Our vision is to
achieve excellence and we will not stop until we reach
excellence; academic excellence, excellence in terms of
our attendance, punctuality, behaviour, values and in
our commuity work. As Principal I am proud to lead

We have some goodbyes to say too: the following staff
are leaving in the summer - we will miss them hugely,
thank them for their significant contributions and wish
them the very best of luck for the future.
Primary Phase: Ms Campbell, Ms Odera, Ms Pitsilides,
Ms Razaq, Mr Coley, Ms Judge and Ms Whistler
Secondary Phase: Ms Leek, Ms Morrow, Mr Kanda, Ms
Dhesi, Ms Siddique, Mr Mahmood and Mrs Henry (allthrough)
We are being joined by the following staff in
September:
Mrs Sehejpal – Faculty Director of Maths
Mr Hopson – Head of Performing Arts
Mrs Miller – SENDCo Assistant Secondary
Ms Pririosca – Trainee teacher of Music
Ms Lovell – Trainee teacher of English
Mrs Bibi – Primary teacher
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Ms Tullloch – Primary teacher
Ms Begum – Primary teacher
Ms Murphy – Premises assistant
Mrs King – Personal Assistant to Principal and
Headteacher
It certainly promises to be an exciting year ahead next
year, when we will welcome our new staff, our new
pupils into Nursery and Reception and up into Y7. We
will have our brand new Nursery, secondary Library
and Y11 Study Centre also, to start the year.
Our pupils will return to school from Monday 6th
September – all necessary information is on our school
website. We will very much look forward to welcoming
them back after a restorative summer break.
My final thanks goes to all of you, supporting your
children and our school – together we are stronger and
together we’re helping to build the most incredible
school and community.
Have a wonderful summer, everyone – stay safe,
healthy and well.
Ms McSorley

I can’t quite believe it is the final newsletter of the
academic year – what a year it has been! Despite the
disruptions,
restrictions
and
most
unusual
circumstances, it has still been a hugely successful
year.
As always, the primary pupils have made us extremely
proud with their resilience and determination to do
their very best at all times. I hope when you read your
child’s report you are as proud of them as I am – the
progress they have made this year has been amazing
and the comments from their teachers really reflect
this. Well done to all of our of superstar pupils!
We have had some fantastic results from our end of
year assessments in all year groups which shows just
how hard the children have worked to make up the
learning lost over the past two years. We were very
lucky to have a visit from Jess Phillips, MP, to see our
before school intervention work with Action Tutoring.
She was extremely impressed, as was I, with the
commitment of the children who have been attending
sessions before school all year and the questions the
children had prepared for her.
Alongside the focus on catching up academically, we
have also focused on providing opportunities inside
and outside the classroom which the children have
loved taking part in from DT days, sports days, Earth
days, outdoor cooking, reading in our reading shed,
graduation, competitions, fundraising….it has been a
busy and enjoyable end to the term!
I would like to say a special well done to our Year 6
pupils – they have been fantastic role models to the
younger pupils and worked so hard this year. As a
result, we had our best ever results from our internal
assessments and they are more than ready to move up
to Year 7. We are so proud of them and have seen how
much they have grown and matured ready for the
move to secondary school. We say goodbye to a few of
our pupils as they move to new schools for Year 7 – we
will miss them very much. We wish all of our pupils,
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those remaining with us as at Ark Victoria and those
leaving us, the very best in the next stage of their
educational journey. One of my favourite things is
hearing of the success of past pupils and I know we will
hear from so many of our current Year 6s in the future!
I wish you all a very happy and restful holiday. Thank
you for all of your support, kind words and feedback
this year – we are very lucky to have such a supportive
parent community.
Take care over the holidays and we look forward to
welcoming everyone back on Monday 6th September.
Mrs Twort
If you can do one thing
this holiday, please
make
sure
your
children are reading
every day – reading
alone, reading to you or
listening to stories will
all help develop their
love of reading!
From our youngest pupils in the Early Years….
Last week, Nursery had a great sports day. We took
part in lots of events, such as the egg and spoon race,
the javelin and the long
jump. Hajar particularly
enjoyed her day when
she got to soak poor Mr
Keen

We have been reading ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ in
the nursery. Two weeks ago, we had caterpillars. We
learnt all about their life cycle and we know that they
build their own homes
called
cocoons.
Our
caterpillars
have
now
turned into butterflies. We
have loved watching the
transformation.
We
released them in the
nursery garden and Aisha
got to hold one before he
flew away.
We had a huge celebration in the nursery to celebrate
our older cohort graduating to go to reception. The
teachers are so proud of
how hard the children have
worked and the resilience
they have shown all year.
We will miss them all so
much next year, but we
wish them all a fantastic
year in reception.
Year 4
Here is some amazing
writing from Simran P in Year 4, using the toolkit to
write a story using all the key features. Well done
Simran!
Subhan I in 4 Watt has
achieved his Gold Star
badge (that means he
answered 99 random
multiplication
and
division questions in 2
mins!).
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To our oldest pupils in Year 5 and Year 6…..

Outward Bound

Following the success of Earth Day, where pupils
engaged in a range of exciting projects to learn about
the importance of looking after the environment,
children in year 5 have been increasingly conscious of
the things that they can do to have a positive impact.
Tackling litter in the local area is something that all the
pupils in year 5 were particularly vocal about and they
have designed posters to be displayed locally to make
people think twice about dropping litter. There were
some great examples and here are just a couple - well
done year 5!

In the last weeks, classes have
taken part in a fantastic day of
"Outward Bound" activities,
where students took part in a
variety of team-building games,
followed by a beginner's lessons
in starting a campfire and then everybody-s favourite
part - toasting marshmallows! It was an incredibly fun
day, and it was lovely to see the children working
together so well in their teams.

Mustafah A Y5

Red & Blue Day
On Friday 9th
July, Year 6 raised
money for the
Little
Hearts
Matter charity and increased awareness around the
unfortunate issue of congenital heart defects in young
children. Children took part in a lovely day of activities
whilst wearing their best "red and blue" outfits. A huge
credit goes to Amina in 6 Watt who organised the day
and has been leading promotions of this important
issue. Well done Amina!
Digimap competition

Bhavjot P Y5
DT Day
Last week, Year 6 had an amazing time taking part in
DT (Design and Technology) day, where they were
tasked with designing their own flying machines.
Plans were drawn, and prototypes were made. After
the first test flights, it was back to the drawing board
to make improvements. Students finally they got to
test their final designs and there were some incredible
examples! We definitely have some engineers in the
making in Year 6!

Students from across the school took part in mapping
competition using an online tool called Digimap for
Schools. Tasks involved measuring the areas of
different Premier League football stadiums and
finding out their grid references to identifying
buildings in our local area. We would like to
congratulate the following winners of this
competition:
EYFS – Ismaeel A RT

KS1 – Isa Z 1W

Lower KS2 – Aisha M 3Z

Upper KS2 - Fabiha H 5S

Each one of our winners will be receiving an inflatable
globe and a children's world atlas. Well done to you all!
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What a year! It is hard to believe that we have come to
the end of another school year at Ark Victoria
Academy. While this year has presented us with many
challenges and difficult times due to Covid-19, we have
been blessed with many wonderful moments within
school. Students have had a wealth of experiences from
Sports days, the Music Festival, gardening, Duke of
Edinburgh, outdoor experiences, days of joy, to careers
sessions.
Please see below for further details. We wish you all a
restful summer with your families and we look forward
to seeing you and your children for another successful
school year.
AVA Music Festival
Young musicians from Ark schools across England will
band together for this year’s Summer Sounds Music
Festival, celebrating music-making across the
network. The Summer Sounds Festival is an
opportunity for students to lead on and develop
content of all different types of music and platforms. It
gives them the chance to collaborate with like-minded
musicians from other schools, take their learning
beyond the classroom, and share the results of their
hard work with friends, teachers, family and peers.
This year is a week-long event in July and will give
pupils the chance to showcase their talents, celebrate
together and help to further cultivate a love of music
and creativity in our schools. The event is co-created
with pupils across the Ark network, and will feature inschool and online workshops, showcases, and a careers
fair, as well as brand-new music videos, albums and
musical theatre performances created by students
from the Ark schools, culminating in a Youth Panel
Awards to celebrate the brilliant musicianship from
across the network.
As a part of the Ark Summer Sounds Week, Ark
Victoria Academy are putting on a Music Festival
which highlights performers and performances from
different styles, genres, cultures, and backgrounds.

The AVA Music Festival took place on Thursday 15th
July (9am-12), where four
different artists joined our
school and performed their
music to years 6, 7, 8 and 9
pupils. The performances were
from a Caribbean Steel Band
Duo, a Singer Songwriter and
Guitarist, Joel Darkes, Female
Vocalist, Robyn Gordon and
one
of
clublands
most
established figures, DJ Jim
Ryan.
Pupils had the opportunity to watch one of these
performers perform a 20-minute set, followed by a
short Q and A session afterwards. As well as watching
these performers, pupils took part in musical activities
such as song writing, rapping, and singing throughout
the day.
Y9 Youth Voices of the Commonwealth
Ms Coughlan had the privilege of leading our 26 of our
Y9 Duke of Edinburgh Students in a Youth Summit
with education facilities from all over the
Commonwealth and helping to facilitate their voices
and thoughts around education.
The students participated in activities and live forums
on:
• Education around the World
• Education, what next? Looking at Goal setting
• Is enough being done for young people to
leave school with confidence, resilience, and
self-esteem?
This project was created by The Princes Trust, Duke of
Edinburgh Award, Commonwealth, Birmingham
Commonwealth Games 2022 and the British Council
and aims to inform the manifesto of the Birmingham
2022 Commonwealth Games. We were part of
discussions with education providers in Uganda,
Rwanda, Kenya, Pakistan, Nigeria, UK as well as young
leaders from other parts of the world such as Mauritius
and Australia all live and interactive. The students
gave some really inciteful answers, were honest and
open and it left them with many thoughts and some
good self-reflection.
What an amazing opportunity to have been part of the
first ever Youth Education Summit!
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Free School Meals

Return to School
Year 7
Induction day, Monday 6th September 2021 08:10am
- 15:10pm
Year 7 normal school days will start from Tuesday 7th
September 2021.
Year 8
Normal school days will start from Tuesday 7th
September 2021.
Year 9
Normal school days will start from Tuesday 7th
September 2021.
Year 10
Normal school days will start from Tuesday 7th
September 2021.
Year 11
Year 11 – Focus day, Monday 6th September 2021
08:10am - 15:10pm
Normal school days will start from Tuesday 7th
September 2021.

Summer Camp
The Ark Victoria team are delighted to offer your child
a Summer Camp experience like no other! We have
spaces available in our Year 6 to 7 Camp and would like
your child to attend, please click on the link to apply.
We will contact you directly to confirm your child's
place. Numbers are limited therefore we will operate
on a first come basis.
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?i
d=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTDfECIxOPU5Fjc3J9JH
6U7tUQUVXNEpBV1AzWVJENTNVMjNMSU5KR0p
RQi4u
Click the images above to apply for free school meals.
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Sports Day 2021
This year our theme was
the
'Tokyo
202
Olympics' which are due
to start on the 26th July
2021
due
to
the
postponement in 2020
because of Covid-19. Sadly, this will be spectator less
this year. At Ark Victoria we also had to make changes
and keep students in bubbles, not quite our traditional
sports day, but a moment of Joy for our students to
enjoy in what has been an incredibly trying year for us
all! Our students represented teams from across the
world just like in the Olympic Games and competed in
Football, Handball, Basketball and Table Tennis to see
who would be victorious.

Year 8 Winners

Year 9 Winners

Great Britain (Watt in white)
South Africa (Cadbury)
Jamaica (Tolkien)
Australia (Zephaniah)
Japan (Simmonds)

Year 10 Winners

Some great weather and some even better
performances. Lots of laughter and fun with many
students being nominated for Olympic Values Awards:

Congratulations to all our Winners and those who were
given special awards!
Thank you to all the staff who supported the events!
Year 7 Winners

Have a great summer,
The PE team are looking forwards to seeing you all
again next year!

www.arkvictoria.org | 8

Please continue to encourage your
secondary age children to take part
in asymptomatic testing.
You do not need to continue twice weekly home testing
during the summer holidays unless you show
symptoms and we will be testing on-site when students
return in September.
Testing should continue to be a routine part of the
week and the reporting of COVID-19 test results
remains essential.
There are further resources available to support you to
encourage your pupils, students and your staff to
continue asymptomatic testing and reporting their
results, including:
•
•
•

your setting’s COVID-19 testing data through
the view your education data portal
encouraging participation hints and tips blog
regular testing posters and videos

Anyone testing positive for COVID-19 should follow
the guidance for schools or colleges.
Get a PCR test (test that is sent to a lab) as soon as
possible if you have any symptoms of COVID-19.
The symptoms are:
•
•
•

a high temperature
a new, continuous cough
a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste

The test needs to be done in the first 8 days of having
symptoms.

Recommended Read
This is the perfect book to pick
up and read together after our
class discussions on Earth Day.
This picture book introduces
children to the issues of
pollution, waste management
and
the
oceans,
with
suggestions of lifestyle changes
to help the world become a
better, cleaner place. Author
and illustrator Katie Cottle has also written ‘The Green
Giant’. The beautiful illustrations and accessible tips
make this the perfect choice for younger readers.
This year, our Year Four cohort
enjoyed the magical story of the
adventures of a lost toy rabbit.
‘The Miraculous Journey of
Edward Tulane’ is a beautifully
written novel that is sure to bring
a tear to your eye. Kate DiCamillo
is the New York Times bestselling
author
of
‘The
Tale
of
Despereaux’. Abilene loves her
blue China rabbit, but Edward
Tulane is extremely vain and only loves himself. On a
voyage from New York to London, Edward falls
overboard and from there finds himself on an amazing
journey. This is a story of love, hope and friendship.
‘A Kind of Spark’ by Ellie McNicoll
is the winner of ‘The Waterstones
Best Book for Younger Readers’
award and The Sunday Times
Children’s Book of the Year 2021.
‘A Kind of Spark’ tells the story of
11-year-old Addie as she campaigns
for a memorial in memory of the
witch trials that took place in her
Scottish hometown. Addie knows
there's more to the story of these 'witches', just like
there is more to hers. Addie’s story was born from
Elle’s own experiences of neurodiversity and her
commitment to seeing greater representation in
children’s books. If you enjoyed ‘The Night Bus Hero’
and ‘The Goldfish Boy’, you’re sure to enjoy this!

www.arkvictoria.org | 9

