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Thought for the week:  
Better, stronger, together – Ark Victoria Academy 

Principal’s Message 
Welcome to the new academic year – it has been 
wonderful to have all our pupils back into school 
settling into their routines and re-engaging with their 
learning. Thank you for your support in ensuring such 
a positive start - we have been very pleased with the 
behaviour and attitudes of our pupils. Attendance and 
punctuality for the most part have been good, although 
there is still room for improvement – every day of 
learning is important, please support us and ensure 
your child comes to school every day. 

In our welcome assemblies we have talked about the 
importance of attendance, good punctuality, our 
values of ambition, resilience and kindness and we 
have also shared the successes of students who have 
now left Ark Victoria with excellent GCSE results. We 
have used the theme of better, stronger, together, 
adapted from the Olympics motto, to recognise that 
together we can strive for and reach excellence. We 
believe it takes the whole school community: parents, 
children and staff working together to ensure students 
achieve highly and go on to achieve their dreams. 

To support with this work, we are pleased to announce 
our new school buildings are now open; we have 
welcomed students into our new secondary library and 
Y11 Study Centre, to support our drive on reading and 
academic outcomes. We will shortly be holding a Y11 
conference and masterclasses in our new Study Centre 

to support Y11 students ahead of their autumn mock 
examinations in November. We’ll also have an online 
parents’ session to provide you with some resources 
and tips to support your child to achieve the very best 
grade possible. 

Our new Nursery has also been completed and looks 
absolutely fantastic with a beautiful outdoor area too; 
staff have worked hard to ensure it is ready to welcome 
children back in next week. 

We would like to formally welcome parents and 
prospective parents in to see our school in action 
during our Open Week beginning Tuesday 5th 
October – we have a series of events this week in 
primary and secondary and would love to share our 
curriculum, our resources, our teaching, our students’ 
work and some of their fantastic achievements with 
you. 

It is wonderful to have the whole school back in and we 
are very much looking forward to the year ahead, 
focusing on supporting each and every child to achieve 
highly. 

We also look forward to welcoming you into our 
school, for our open events and for our next parents’ 
coffee morning. Look out for the flyers! 

Ms McSorley 
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Welcome to all our parents, old and new, at the start of 
a new academic year. It has been lovely to see you all 
and we are so glad to be returning to a sense of 
normality, although following guidelines and 
remaining cautious as always.  A particular welcome to 
our new Reception pupils who have settled so well into 
the Ark Victoria family – I am very proud of them. 

I have also been very proud of how well all the 
returning children have settled into their new year 
groups with their new teachers. In every classroom I 
have been in, the children have been behaving 
beautifully, focused on their work and most 
importantly…smiling! We are all so glad to be back 
together and excited for the potential this year holds.  
A reminder please to send your child to school every 
day as any time away from school is time where vital 
learning is missed.   

The children across the academy have really enjoyed 
playing outside as whole year groups and eating in the 
canteen again.  It hasn’t taken long for them to 
remember our routines and expectations. My favourite 
part of this week was delivering welcome back 
assemblies in the Oldknow Hall – for some of our Key 
Stage 1 pupils it was their first assembly in person! I 
talked to the children about our school values: 
ambitious, resilient and kind; sharing some of my 
favourite children’s books where the characters 
demonstrate these values.  As always, we want to 
encourage pupils to develop these qualities alongside a 
love of reading.  Each week, class teachers will choose 
a child to celebrate for showing our school values and 
they will be presented with a certificate in assembly.  

To celebrate excellent effort, work, behaviour and 
attitudes we also give out star reader certificates, house 
points, positive notes and golden tickets so please look 
out for these and congratulate your children when they 
receive them! 

A curriculum newsletter will follow next week with all 
the information about what your child will be learning 
and how you can support at home. We are planning 
plenty of enrichment opportunities including trips, 

visitors and clubs because we know how much the 
children (and staff!) missed these last year so watch 
the newsletter for more information.  

Good luck to our nursery pupils either starting, or 
returning, from 20th September.  You will be the first 
pupils in our new nursery area which Miss Green, Miss 
Richardson and Miss Jabeen have been working very 
hard to get ready for you…it looks fantastic and we 
can’t wait to see you next week! 

Mrs Twort 

Our new nursery 
We can’t wait for our nursery children to return and 
to welcome our new children. We have been so busy 
getting the new nursery ready for you all. It is a huge 
space with so many exciting resources to explore. We 
are still working on the outdoor area, so watch this 
space! 

Look at our wonderful reading garden. Do you 
recognise the picture on the wall? The children will 
love role playing in the home corner. There are lots of 
clothes to dress up in and washing to hang on the line. 
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Reception 
I am so impressed with how well the Reception 
children have settled in after a lovely Summer holiday. 
In our classrooms, we have thought carefully about the 
rules, routines and what is important to keep each 
other happy and safe. We have learnt the names of all 
our friends in our class and we know which house we 
belong to. Reception Cadbury, Reception Yousafzai 
and Reception Zephaniah have been very calm and 
grown up at lunch time. They have learnt how to hold 
a tray and collect the cutlery just like grown up 
children. We are all looking forward to the exciting 
topics we have planned for this half term. Thank you 
to all the parents for your support in settling the 
children into 
Reception. 

 

 

Year 1 
In Year 1 we have started writing about our summer. 
We are working hard to write on the line and use our 
phonics to spell new words. We are also practicing 
holding our pencils correctly and using capital letters. 

Year 3 
Year 3 have made an impressive start to the year. It can 
be daunting making the transition from KS1 to KS2, 
but all children have taken this in their stride and are 
working hard. They have begun their writing and 
maths lessons and are so keen to show us what they 
already know. They have also started non-core lessons, 
including a look at the Stone Age! Children will be 
bringing home reading books by the end of the week 
and are looking forward to starting reading lessons 
next week. Weekly spelling tests and times tables tests 
have also begun so please help to practise these at 
home. The Year 3 team have worked tirelessly to plan 
a really fun and wholesome year of learning and we are 
really excited to get started. 

Year 5 
Year 5 have had an incredible start to this exciting new 
year and have returned to school full of energy and 
enthusiasm!  We are so impressed with their attitude 
towards learning, their behaviour and their lovely 
manners.  Already, the children are excited to read the 
story of the Odyssey from Greek mythology.  We also 
can't wait to introduce our science module about forces 
and our history topic around the struggle of the 
suffragettes.  The children have shown great 
commitment already to develop their learning and the 
Year 5 teachers feel privileged to be working with such 
a lovely group of children.  We thank all of our parents 
for their ongoing support this year.   

Year 6 
Year 6 have had a great first week back. We have begun 
our history unit on World War 2 focussing on how the 
war affected everyone on the home front. Year 6 have 
been looking at a variety of sources to determine how 
and when the war began this week.  
In reading this half term we are studying Goodnight 
Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian. This fascinating 
book links to our history unit. It begins by exploring 
the life of a young boy, Willie Beech, who is evacuated 
to the countryside in preparation for the war. He 
moves in with a stranger, Mister Tom, and his dog, 
Sammy.  This week we have been making evidence-
based predictions about characters 
we met in the first chapter and are 
eager to read on to see if our 
predictions are correct. 
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Key Messages to Primary Parents 
PE Kits  

After feedback from parents, we have decided to allow 
children to come into school in their PE kit when they 
have PE rather than getting changed in school.  

PE days  

Monday  Year 5 

Tuesday  Year 6 

Wednesday  Reception, Year 1 and Year 4 

Thursday  Year 2 

Friday  Year 3 

 

Uniform contribution 

Please support us by donating any uniform your 
children no longer use. We will then give this to 
families who are struggling, or keep it as spare for 
children who require a change of clothes while in 
school. Please bring any items to Coventry Road 
reception. 

Primary timings  

 

Nursery  

Morning session  Afternoon session  
8.30 
 

11.30 12.30 3.15-3.30 

 

 

A warm welcome to all new and existing students and 
parents. We are very excited to have all students back 
into school. Expectations have been shared by pastoral 
staff as well as teachers, and we are pleased that 
students are meeting these high expectations in and 
outside of lessons. We are also very excited to welcome 
students into new parts of the building. We have a 
brand new library, and students in Year 7-9 have 
visited the library for their weekly reading lesson. Year 
11 students have a Year 11 study centre, and this will be 
a space for them to revise and prepare for their exams 
as well as participate in master classes. 

We will be sending a separate curriculum newsletter, 
which details what students in each subject will be 
studying this half term. We look forward to working 
with you to achieve the best outcomes for all of our 
children. 

Secondary Behaviour  
We have been delighted to see our students back in 
school and have been impressed with behaviours 
displayed both inside and outside of the classroom. So 
far, teachers have logged over 1000 positive 
behaviours for Years 7 to 11 - well done all! 

Secondary Friday grab & go lunch 
If your child is entitled to a free school meal and you 
would like them to have a grab and go lunch on a 
Friday, please contact the school office (Years 7 to 11).  

We will provide a grab and go lunch for all Year 7 
students that are entitled this week, however if you 
wish for this to continue from next week please contact 
the school office to pre-order. From next week (20th 
September), only students that have pre-ordered 
Friday lunch will receive one. 

 

 

Morning  Afternoon  
Year 5 and 6 8.30-

8.40 
Year 3, year 
4, year 5 and 
year 6 

3.15 

Reception, 
Year 1, year 2, 
year 3 and 
year 4  

8.40-
9.00 

Reception, 
year 1 and 
year 2 

3.15-
3.30 
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Secondary Punctuality  
Good punctuality at school is essential for students to 
achieve their full educational potential. It is also vital 
for students to form good habits for later life. Students 
arriving late are recorded as late on the register, along 
with how many minutes late they are - this will be 
monitored by the Pastoral and Attendance team, and 
we will contact parents with any concerns. Please see 
below arrival times for the secondary school. 

 

 

Attendance Matters All Through 
Ark Victoria Academy’s current attendance is 95.3% 
which is below expectation. Frequent absences can add 
up to a considerable amount of lost learning and can 
seriously disadvantage your child in adult life. If your 
child’s level of absence is of serious concern, we will 
contact you to discuss how we can support you. 

Ark Victoria Academy is working in partnership with 
parents and Birmingham City Council to ensure all 
children return to school following a difficult previous 
year. Failure to work with the school, and continued 
absence, may result in the School and the Local  
Authority taking legal action. Lost time in the 
classroom is a lost opportunity to learn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘’Poor attendance at school can have a hugely 
damaging effect, and children who attend school 
regularly are nearly four times more likely to achieve 
five or more good GCSEs than those who are regularly 
absent."  (Department for Education).  

Parents attending Talbot Way 
Reception 
In order to safeguard our students during breaks and 
lunchtimes, we respectfully ask you to avoid attending 
Talbot Way reception at the times below unless 
collecting or dropping off your child or attending a pre 
booked appointment: 

9.20am to 9.35am 

10.15am to 10.30am 

12.20pm to 1.20pm 

Year Group  Arrival   

time & gate  

Y7  08.00 - 08.10  

  

Talbot Gate  

Y8  08.05 - 08.15  

  

Boulevard  

Y9  08.05 - 08.15  

  

Talbot Gate  

Y10  08.00 - 08.10  

  

Boulevard  

Y11  08.00 - 08.10  

  

Talbot Gate  
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COVID-19 Update 
Please can we remind parents that Secondary 
students should continue to take home tests twice per 
week and report the results to NHS Track and Trace 
and to school by emailing 
studentstestresults@arkvictoria.org  

Any positive Covid-19 results should be reported to 
school immediately for students who attend the 
school. Please can parents be reminded that students 
should not attend school if they have Covid-19 
symptoms 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-
19/symptoms/ and should take a PCR test within 2 
days. The PCR test result should also be shared with 
school immediately. 

Children under 18 years and 6 months do not need to 
self-isolate if they are a close contact and should be 
sent to school as per the guidance 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-
19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-
and-what-to-do/ 

Oldknow Reception refurbishment 
Thank you to parents for your patience during our 
building works; meaning we currently only have a 
reception in the Talbot Way building. Parents and 
students are still able to access the site using the 
Oldknow Road gates when dropping off and collecting 
their children, but unfortunately there is no access to 
the Oldknow Road Main Reception. We are looking 
forward to being able to use the new enhanced 
facilities once building works are complete and we will 
keep you updated regarding the works. 

Admission to Ark Victoria Academy 
We have limited places for new pupils in some year 
groups in Primary and Secondary, and warmly invite 
any parents who may be interested in admission to our 
Academy for your child, to join us on one of our Open 
Mornings or Evenings or to contact us about our 
Academy and school places.  

If you would like more details about our Academy or to 
enquire about admissions, or if you need help with 
applying for a school place, please contact us on 0121 
393 4459 or call in to the main reception on Talbot 
Way. 

Open Mornings and Evenings - week 
beginning Tuesday 5th October 
We warmly welcome all current and prospective 
parents to come and see our academy in action - we 
hope to see many parents join us on these dates! 
 
Please see below for details of our Open Mornings 
and Evenings coming up soon. Tours of the school 
can be booked by phone on 0121 393 4459 or by email 
to info@arkvictoria.org 
 
Reception and Primary School 

• Open mornings: Tuesday 5th and Thursday 
7th October 9-10am 

• Open evening: Tuesday 5th October 5pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Y7 and Secondary School 

• Open mornings: Thursday 7th and Friday 8th 
October 9-11am 

• Open evening: Wednesday 6th October 5-
7.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:studentstestresults@arkvictoria.org
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
mailto:info@arkvictoria.org
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Parent governor Role 
We are looking for a committed, enthusiastic parent to 
become a parent governor…. 

Governors are at the heart of our school’s journey, 
working together to support the school to ensure that 
the pupils are able to achieve to the best of their ability. 

As a governor, you would be expected to attend LGB 
meetings which are held at least four times a year in 
school. In addition, you might be expected to join a 
committee or take on a ‘link’ role to understand a 
particular area of the school’s activity. You will need to 
commit time to prepare for and attend LGB meetings, 
to take a share of tasks within the LGB and to take part 
in training. You will also be expected to visit the school 
as a governor – this can be a very different experience 
to visiting as a parent! 

It is a very rewarding role and so important because 
you will bring your parental perspective to the LGB 
and, through your children, you will have first-hand 
experience of the curriculum. It is important to 
understand that like all Ark governors, you will need to 
be loyal to the decisions made by the LGB and respect 
the confidentiality.   

The appointment process: 

All parents, carers and guardians of children at the 
school are eligible to be candidates. If you would like 
to be considered, please complete the online form at 
https://arkonline.org/uk-schools/become-governor 
by Friday 8th October. 

Applications will be considered by the Director of 
Governance in consultation with the Chair of 
governors and Principal of the school, and are likely to 
include a meeting with each candidate. Like all Ark 
governors, the parent governor will be formally 
appointed by the Director of Governance. 

 

 

 

Free School Meals  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click the images above to apply for free school meals.  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
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Recommended Read 
City girl Simi is sent to stay with her long-lost 
grandmother in a remote Nigerian village. 

There’s no TV, internet or phone. Not a single human-
made sound can be heard at night, just the noise of 
birds and animals rustling in the dark forest outside. 

Her witch-like grandmother dispenses advice and 
herbal medicine to the village, 
but she’s tight lipped about 
their family history. Something 
must have happened, but what? 
Determined to find out, Simi 
disobeys her grandmother and 
goes exploring. Caught in the 
sinking red quicksand of a 
forbidden lake, her fantastical 
journey begins … 

If you enjoy mystery and 
adventure, you'll love this 
award winning novel!  

 

In Year 1, we have been 
reading this non-fiction 
text in story time, 
learning new facts about 
our solar system and 
marvelling at the 
incredible colours and 
shapes in our galaxy. 
You may need an adult 
to help with some 
trickier words but I'm 
sure you will love 
exploring the mysteries 
of the universe!  

 

 

 

  

Secondary recommended read for this week comes 
from one of our house namesakes, Benjamin 
Zephaniah. Not only a skilled lyrical poet, Mr. 
Zephaniah has turned his attention to the world of 
Young Adult Fiction in recent years. His 2017 novel 
Refugee Boy tells the tale of Alem, a boy caught 
between places. His mother is from Eritrea and his 
father from Ethiopia, two countries at war. Alem finds 
himself unwelcome in either place. A mysterious turn 
of events at the hand of his father finds Alem waking 
up alone in London, left to his own devices to survive 
in a strange new city. 

If you are interested in reading this book, keep your 
eyes peeled for the introduction of the book vending 
machine to the secondary library where it will be 
available as a prize to keep.  
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