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Thought for the week:  

‘Peace on Earth, good will to men.’ Henry Wadsworth Longfellow   

Principal’s Message 

We have reached the end of our first term of the 
academic year and what a jam-packed term it’s been! 

Culminating this week in Christmas parties, a visit 
from Father Christmas, an amazing Christmas concert 
and our celebration assemblies across the school! 

Attendance has remained stable across the term, at 
just under 95%. Whilst that is below our target, it is a 
strong figure, and is reassuring to see that our students 
and their families continue to come into school and 

value their education. I am very pleased to see this 
resilience and commitment. Let’s build on this in the 
Spring Term and work towards 96% and beyond! 

We’ve had an array of different trips and student 
experiences with most recently Y6 visiting Bletchley 
Park and Y9 enjoying time at the Ackers Centre. We’ve 
also had plenty of enrichment, clubs and sporting 
achievements - we have enjoyed this side of school life 

as much as possible this half-term. 

I have used the oft-quoted line from an American poet, 
‘Peace on Earth, good will to men’ to begin this 
newsletter for very good reason: Christmas is a time 
for peace and good will, a time to reflect and be grateful 
for what we have and to celebrate with family and 
friends. The recent tragic event in our local community 

temporarily shattered the peace and brought new 
concerns about violence in our streets. It is important 
that we as a community stand together to keep our 

children safe. We are working closely with the police to 

educate our secondary students about the dangers of 
knives and we are all being vigilant at the start and the 
end of the school day. We are also continuing our 
important work with Citizens UK on community 
engagement, so that we can be proactive, positive and 
supportive and what’s more learn the real value of 
community. 

We are sorry we could not invite an audience in to see 
our Christmas Concert, but you will receive a link to 
access this in the comfort of your own home. The 
children performed fantastically; the poetry, music 
and Drama were all really excellent, as were the 
teamwork and commitment evident. Special thanks go 
to Mr Hopson or his hard work in organising and 
putting it all together and to Ms Pirosca, Ms Minter, 
Mrs Ayling and Mr Simpson for all their hard work, 

talent and support. I thoroughly enjoyed the 
performance and was left feeling very festive as a 
result. 

Finally, I would like to thank Mrs Suleman for her hard 
work and commitment to the Maths department – she 
moves onto another role, and we wish her every 
success in the future. I would also like to thank Mrs 

Banks for all her hard work, care and commitment to 
Ark Victoria throughout her time here. We wish her 
every success for the future and will miss her. Mrs 
Baker departs for her maternity leave – the school will 
certainly miss her dearly, but we look forward to seeing 
her return in the future. 

 I would like to wish you all a peaceful, relaxing and 

happy Christmas and a happy healthy new year. Thank 
you for your continued support and commitment. 

Ms E. McSorley 

 



 

www.arkvictoria.org  |  3   

Key Messages to Primary Parents 

Reception 
In Reception, we have been learning about the story of 
The Gingerbread Man. The children have really 
enjoyed re-telling this story and learning the actions. 
Last week we learnt the instructions on how to make 
gingerbread men! The children really enjoyed making 

the dough and were 
able to say the 
instructions really 
well. 

 

Year 1 
Year 1 had a very special visitor. Victorian Lady Lisa 

shared outside and inside toys from the past, which 
everyone enjoyed playing with. 
These were mainly push/pull toys 
and we were all amazed by what 
could be made with simply 
materials and no electricity. They 
then got to make their own spinning 
toys. It was a wonderful, fascinating 
day! 

Year 2 
Year 2 visited the Birmingham Botanical Gardens this 
week. We had a workshop where we learnt about the 
different parts of a plant and another workshop where 
we used our senses to explore the environment around 
us. As we walked around the gardens, we encountered 
a parrot who said hello to us and a beautiful peacock - 
the children were fascinated! We also had the 
opportunity to create a scent using the plants around 
us. Sumaiyah (2T) was unimpressed by some of the 
stronger smelling plants, but we 
did find some sweeter smelling 
plants too! Overall, it was a 
brilliant visit and the children 
have written lovely recounts 
describing the events of the day.  

Year 5 
This term in Science, Year 5 have been 
learning all about Earth and Space. 
The unit concluded with an out of this 
world experience in the Space Dome 
today! The children had a fantastic 
time learning more about the planets 

that make up our solar system as well as observing the 
different star constellations in our galaxy. We listened 
to a few ancient stories originating from Ancient 
Greece behind these dazzling phenomena. Have a go 
gazing at the night sky tonight and see if you can spot 
the constellation of Orion, the Dog star or even the 
North star! 

Help with reading at home 
Mr Ledingham has put together a really useful video to 
help Year 2 parents read at home with their child. To 
access the video, click on this link or visit the Year 2 
page under Primary on the website. 
https://youtu.be/2HTzbMeX1rU  

Due to positive Year 2 parent feedback, all heads of 
year will be creating similar videos in the Spring term. 

Primary Football  
This half term our Year 5 & 6 girls football team 
competed in the East Birmingham Schools Football 
Tournament, and brilliantly, they won 3 out of their 4 
games meaning they qualified for the Birmingham 
Schools Finals. 

Phonics assessment 
The children in Year 2 have been working extremely 
hard in Phonics. They have learnt set 2 and set 3 
sounds really well and are able to read real and 
nonsense words! Year 2 had their Phonics screening 
test last week and they did really well.  

We have achieved 94%, which is remarkable! Well 
done to all of Year 2.  

Year 3 achieved 100% in their Phonics Screening test. 
Super well done! 

These amazing results wouldn’t be possible without 
the hard work and dedication of the staff involved- 
Thank you so much! 

https://youtu.be/2HTzbMeX1rU
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Reading vending machine 
Habiba in 3T was the first person 
in the year group to win a golden 
coin to use in the reading vending 
machine. She chose The Boy Who 
Made Everyone Laugh written by 
Helen Rutter. Helen Rutter had a 

special message for Habiba on 
our school Twitter page! 

 

 

 

We have had a busy but productive term, filled with 
academic, sporting and pastoral successes. Students in 
all year groups have experienced a range of events and 
visits such as Year 8 The Bear Grylls adventure trip, 
and careers webinars for students in Year 10. Year 11 
students completed their first set of mock exams and 
will be busy preparing for the next stage which involves 
college applications and the second set of mock exams. 
Year 9 students have been involved in the Ackers trip 
and Year 7 students were involved in a community 
walk. Please read below for further details for each 
year group. Please also look out for our Secondary 
curriculum newsletter at the start of January, which 
will detail the topics that students in each year will be 
studying. 

As we draw to the end of the first term, we wish all of 
our families a safe and happy holiday. We look forward 
to seeing students back in school in January 2022. 

Year 7 & 8 update 
Year 7 update 
Unfortunately, the Year 7 Treasure Hunt trip had to 
be postponed due to severe weather conditions and 
will be rearranged at a later date. 

Congratulations to all of our Students of the Week - 
lots of praise from form tutors for their fantastic 

efforts and hard work this week! The winners are as 
follows: 

7 Cadbury – Tasnim R 

7 Simmonds – Nusaybah F 

7 Tolkien – Sumaya B 

7 Watt – Aliza Z 

7 Yousafzai – Bakhtawar A 

7 Zephaniah – Nicholas B 

Mr Martin and Mr Curtis wish you all a restful 
holiday and look forward to welcoming you back in 
2022. Stay safe! 

Year 8 update 
Congratulations to all of our Students of the Week - 
lots of praise from form tutors for their fantastic 
efforts and hard work this week! The winners are as 
follows: 

8 Cadbury – Umika R 

8 Simmonds – David B 

8 Tolkien – Shazia B 

8 Watt – Yusra A 

8 Yousafzai – Muhammad A 

8 Zephaniah – Rehana Z 

Mr Martin and Mr Stead wish you all a restful holiday 
and look forward to welcoming you back in 2022. 
Stay safe! 

Year 9 update 
Year 9 pupils have had a great first term this year, 

students are engaging well in all their lessons and 
showing Ark values in their daily school lives. On 
Monday 6th December, they visited the Ackers Centre 
where they took part in a variety of activities which the 
children thoroughly enjoyed! I hope that you have a 
restful winter break and look forward to seeing the 
Year 9 pupils again in January. 
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Year 10 update 
Year 10 have had a productive week and students have 
continued to work really hard within lessons. 
Congratulations to the following students who were 
chosen as Head of Year Star of the week: Mujhtaba A 
& Soufiane El-H - for working on their behaviour and 
for not getting any sanctions over the last two weeks. 

Well done and keep it up! The following 3 students are 
on the top of the leader board for the pastoral scores: 
Maaz U – 123 points, Khalid D – 120 points and Nora 
A O – 117 points, well done to all students. 

Year 10 have also had a successful visit from the NHS 
team, and 26 students spend half the day discussing 
future prospects within the medical field. Students 

enjoyed the workshop and found it very useful. The 
NHS team were also impressed with the positive 
contribution from our students and the enthusiasm 
during the workshop.  

I look forward to celebrating the end of a successful 
term with year 10. 

Year 11 update 
Year 11 have had an eventful week with a visit from Ark 
St Alban's Deputy Headteacher who came and spoke to 
our students about the wonderful post-16 
opportunities at Ark St Alban's Sixth Form. Year 11 
pupils also had a successful virtual parents evening 
that ran over 2 days. I hope students have a restful but 
productive Winter break.  

Year 11 Drama trip 
On Thursday 9th December, our GCSE Drama 
students attended a performance of James and the 
Giant Peach at the Crescent Theatre as part of their 
GCSE studies. The students really enjoyed 
experiencing live theatre up close and personal and 
made notes on the performance in preparation for 
their exam. The trip was a great 

success, and the students were 
enriched with magic and 
mystery through the medium of 
live performance. Five stars 
***** 

 

 

A Christmas Cracker! 
On Wednesday our students 
performed an action-packed 
concert full of music, drama 
and poetry. Over 30 students 
and staff performed a 
number of classic Christmas 
hits to Primary and Secondary students during two 
hour-long shows and received standing ovations from 
the excited audience. There were performances from 
our brand new Ark Victoria Vocal group as well as Miss 
Pirosca’s lunchtime piano club. The audience were also 
treated to performances from our extremely talented 
Y9 flutist Sara-H B as well as a band made up of Ark 
Victoria teachers led by Mr Hopson, who compèred the 
shows. A list of the students who were involved in the 
show can be found below. 

The concerts showcased just how talented the students 
are at Ark Victoria and we hope this is the first of many 
performances in the near future. Unfortunately, we 
weren’t able to invite parents in to school to watch this 
time due to COVID19 restrictions, however we are 
hoping to release a recording of the performance over 
the coming days to spread some holiday cheer, so 
watch this space! Congratulations to everyone 
involved. 

Students Performing in the Concert  
Shurun B 7C Ayaan H 7Z Sara-H 9Z 

Tasnim R 7C Arifah B 7Y Usmaan A 10Y 

Nasrin S 7C Eduard B 7W Sayem U 10S 

Amina S 7S Rafat I 7W Wassem A 10C 

Sehar J 7Y Yusuf H 8S Sharmila Z 10C 

Petru-E S 7W Hamidah A 8C Omer A 10S 

Intasaar D 8S Umika R 8C Khalid D 10S 

David B 8S Naeem I 8C Soufiane E H 
10Y 

Muhzin D 7Z Nayaab A 8T Humeira N 11C 

Afsana R 7Z Yasmin B 8T Jaanatun I 11Y 
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PE (secondary) Extra-curricular activities to 
re-start in January 2022: 
All students need to be in school PE kit and bring a 
drink with them. 

School Games Competition/Event Dates: 

 Y7 Football (Girls – Monday 17th January 4-
6pm 

 Y8/9 Football (Girls) – Monday 24th January 

4-6pm 

 Boccia & Kurling (Secondary) – Wednesday 
16th February 10-2pm 

 Panathlon Tenpin Bowling – Wednesday 19th 
February  

 KS3 Handball (Girls) – Monday 7th March 4-
6pm 

 Y7/8 Netball – Thursday 17th March 4-6pm 

 Y9/10 Netball Thursday 24th March 4-6pm 

 

Mixed Year Girls Badminton 02/12/2021 
@AVA  
A selection of Year 9, 10 and 11 students competed in a 
Badminton Tournament organised by the School 
Games Organiser H.Reed. They competed against 
Yardleys School. Each School had an A & B team. Our 
B Team finished 3rd and our A Team finished in 1st 

place!  Five of our students were nominated by 
Yardleys for their Determination, Honesty and Passion 
towards Sport. Yardleys were impressed with the 
school’s facilities and how well our students conducted 
themselves, especially in the face of defeat and 
celebrating others’ success. H. Reed expressed her 
thanks for hosting the tournament and commented on 
the success of our A team students who in her words 
“really know how to hit a shuttlecock”. Massive 

congratulations to all students who won medals and 
those who competed. 

Honesty, Determination and Passion Awards: 

 

A Team – Mahdeeyah, Shayma, Ayman & Saira 1st 
Pace Winners! 

B Team – Humera, Sanae, Nore & Safia 3rd Place!  

 

 

 

 

 

Day Time Year Group Activity 

Monday 
Starting in 
January! 

3.15-4.14 Girls Badminton 

Monday 
Starting in 
January! 

 

3.15-4.15 10 

Duke of 
Edinburgh 
Expedition 

training 

Wednesday 
Starting in 
January! 

3.15-4.15 Y7/Y8 Tennis 

Wednesday  
Starting in 
January! 

3.15-4.15 Y9 Boys Football 

Thursday 
Starting 
again in 
January! 

3.15-4.15 Y7 Boys Football 

Thursday 
Starting in 
January! 

3.15-4.15 Y8 Boys Football 

Thursday  
Starting 
again in 
January! 

3.15-4.30 KS3 Girls Football 
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Year 8 'v' North Birmingham Academy 
The fixture on 2nd December away @ North 
Birmingham Academy was cancelled by the away 
team. We have now progressed to the 2nd round of the 
cup. Next Fixture: 11th January 2022 'v' Plantsbrook 
venue TBC 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award 
The Duke of Edinburgh Award is open to Year 9 
students to register on the course. Letters have gone 
out to Year 9 students with information and the 
payment details. This is an activity that is completed 
outside of school hours and requires commitment, 
dedication, and a desire to succeed. It is an individual 
award where the students decide and set their own 
goals and challenges to achieve - a very personal and 
rewarding journey. If this sounds like something you 
are interested in, then please make sure you return 
your reply slip and payment via Parentpay by 
14/01/2022. If you have any 
questions, please speak to Ms 
Coughlan (DofE Manager).  

Congratulations to Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh 
Bronze Award Students: 
Our Current Year 10's have been working on 
completing their Physical, Skills and Volunteering 
Sections, whilst training for their expedition which will 
be taking place in Summer 2022. They will need to 
complete these sections before going on Expedition in 
July (dates TBC). 

They have also been working on their expedition 
training with Miss Addy and Miss Ward. This has 
focused on map and compass skills and basic grid 
references so far. Next term, they will move onto some 
practice at reading maps, then starting to plan their 
routes for their expedition. Moving forwards, they will 
also receive some training on how to put up a tent and 
take it down again, how to pack a rucksack, meal 
planning, stove cooking as well as several other 
exciting things. They are all looking forwards to getting 
out and completing their expedition. 

Congratulations to FD Fakhrul and Pritom, our first 
students to receive their sectional certificates! They 
have worked incredibly hard to complete their sections 
swiftly and diligently. Raising money for charity along 
the way and battling it out to see who the chess master 
is or if they can improve their Badminton playing 
skills. 

Activity Volunteer Programme: 
Our School Games Organiser H.Reed has just 
completed a 6-week programme from Sports Leaders 
UK with Year 10 students. Our students have been 
working on their skills to become volunteers; growing 
their confidence, developing communication skills, 
bringing their ideas, being a team player and pledging 

their skills. 

The skills profile shows them skills that they have 
learned and how they can demonstrate them as a 
volunteer now or in the future, developing transferable 
skills that they can use in many different situations, 
back at school, volunteering or in paid employment. H. 
Reed is now going to assess their work completed and 

if they are successful, they will receive a certificate to 
help them move on towards their next steps! Good 
Luck Year 10 Volunteer programme trainees! 

Maths clubs 
Maths Clubs will start on Monday 17th January 2022, 
run by Mr Alipour, every Monday, between 12:20pm 
and 12:50pm. 

These clubs combine mathematical, communication 
and teamwork skills and offer students another way to 
express and develop their enjoyment of mathematics. 

It provides opportunities for year 9 and year 10 
students to explore real life examples of Mathematics. 
The resources used in Maths clubs have been 

developed for students to use to deepen understanding 
and enrich their mathematical diet.  

Activities in Maths clubs will be used to consolidate 
knowledge and to develop skills, and there will always 
be something for all students to enjoy. 

Mr Alipour 

Secondary Celebration  
We have been delighted to celebrate the achievements 
of our secondary children through virtual awards 
assemblies today, It is always very difficult to choose 
winners for these awards when we have so many super 
stars to choose from! For those children who may have 
been disappointed not to receive an award this half 

term, remember our value of resilience and work hard 
to have your name recognised next half term.  
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Congratulations to all the children receiving awards 
today and thank you to you, our parents, for 
supporting their learning, promoting our values, and 
encouraging the children to attend school every day. 
The support that you offer to your children, and to us 
at school, is valued and appreciated. Have a wonderful 
festive break, enjoy time with the family and I look 

forward to seeing you all in 2022! Mrs Chatwin 

Year 7 

 HoY Awards – Talha A & Fatima Z 

 Principal Award – Maryam A 

Year 8 

 HoY Awards – Omay Y & Laveeza F 

 Principal Award – Ahmed Z 

Year 9 

 HoY Awards – Sharif U & Sameeha A 

 Principal Award – Zeeshan A 

Year 10  

 HoY Awards – Mussayab J & Sadia A B 

 Principal Award – Muhammad-Haseeb A 

Year 11 

 HoY Awards – Ibrahim Z & Halima S 

 Principal Award – Mahir M 

Reverse Advent 
Once again, Ark Victoria Academy are doing a ‘Reverse 

Advent Winter Food Collection’ this Christmas. Pupils, 
staff and the wider community have kindly been 
donating a range of tinned or packaged food items in 
order to help families in our community who 
desperately need our support. We would like to thank 
everyone who has been 
generous and donated to this 
worthy cause and we look 
forward to distributing it to our 

local families in need this week. 

 We would also like to say a 
huge thank you to one of our 
parents who has, once again, 
donated a huge amount of food 
through the Sunnah Welfare 
Trust. What an amazing contribution - thank you! 

Covid-19 Update 
We have sent a letter home earlier this week detailing 
any changes following the Government’s Plan B 
implementation, and as ever, our priority is the safety 
of pupils and staff. 

Providing face-to-face learning to our pupils is a 
priority, and your child must continue to come to 
school unless they are unwell or are required to self-
isolate by NHS Test & Trace. 
 
Testing at home for secondary students 
We ask secondary students and staff to continue 
testing for COVID-19 using a rapid lateral flow test at 
least every 3-4 days. We will continue to provide tests, 
but you can also order and collect these from a local 
pharmacy. Please ensure test results are reported to 
the NHS and school using 
studenttestresults@arkvictoria.org. 

On-site Covid-19 testing of secondary pupils 
start of Spring term – January 2022  
We have also notified parents of the dates for testing of 
secondary students before they return to face to face 
learning in academy next term, which will take place 
on 6th and 7th January and details of the dates and 
times are in this newsletter with start of term 
arrangements 

Visitors to Ark Victoria Academy and Covid-19 
safety  
Following the Government’s Plan B implementation, 
we are arranging school events such as parents’ 
evenings, assemblies, parties, and performances 
online where possible, and we respectfully ask 
parents not to come to the school site unless in 
the case of an emergency or a pre-arranged 
meeting with a member of staff.  

Please can we also request that, where possible, 
parents do not attend the school site to drop off 
lunches, PE kits etc after the usual drop-off times to 
keep visitors to a minimum.   

We are now asking parents, carers, and other 
visitors to take a rapid lateral flow test before 
any necessary visit to the school, e.g., a 
meeting with a staff member, and also to wear 
a face covering whilst on school 
premises.  Thank you for your co-operation and 
support.  

https://test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/collect-lateral-flow-kits
mailto:studenttestresults@arkvictoria.org
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Spring term January 2022 – Start of term 
arrangements  
The School will reopen on 6th January 2022 to 
Primary students and 10th January 2022 to 
Secondary students. Secondary students will be 
required to attend on 6th and 7th January for On-Site 
Covid-19 tests, as per the timetable below – please note 
the revised dates and times: 

On 6th and 7th January, we will set online assignments 
for students in Y7 to Y9 in the following subjects on 
their MS Teams pages: English, Maths, Science, 
History, Geography, French, Computer Science, Art 
and Personal Development. 

Students in Y10 will receive online assignments for 
each of their GCSE subjects, in MS Teams, and I Media 
Y10 students are invited to come into academy on 6th 
January for master classes from 12.45 until 14.45pm. 
A letter has been sent to parents with full details of the 
masterclasses. 

Students in Y11 will continue to revise for their GCSE 
examinations and will attend a Y11 conference on 
Friday 7th January. I Media and Sports Studies Y11 
students are invited to come into academy on 6th 
January for master classes from 09.15am until 
11.15am. A letter has been sent to parents with full 
details of the masterclasses and conference. 

All students will receive information about their online 
assignments on their MS Teams pages. Any student 
without a device should contact Ms Moody: 
h.moody@arkvictoria.org  

Academy Inset days 2021-2022 
Please note that there has been a change to one of our 
inset days this academic year – this will no longer be 
on 14th March 2022 but has changed to 25th April 
2022. Our remaining Inset days this academic year are 
as follows: 

 Tuesday 4th January 2022 (School inset day) 

 Wednesday 5th January 2022 (School inset 
day) 

 Friday 11th February 2022 (Ark inset day) 

 Monday 25th April 2022 (School inset day) 

 Friday 1st July 2022 (Ark inset day) 

Breakfast Club timings from 26.4.2022 
After some very careful thought, we have made a 

decision to change the hours that we offer the 
breakfast club facility at Ark Victoria. Whilst we aim to 
support our families as much as we can, the current 
hours we offer are no longer sustainable, and 
therefore, we will be running our breakfast club at the 
hours specified below. 
 
The breakfast club facility start time will change from 
8.00am to 8.30am. We appreciate that you may need 

sufficient notice to organise alternative provision for 
your child and have therefore agreed to make this 
change from 26th April 2022. 
 
We would also like to confirm the criteria for places on 
breakfast club so that we share transparency with all 
parents, is on a first come first served basis, and we will 
continue to hold a waiting list at school. If you have any 
questions or need any support, please contact Victoria 

Twort at school who will be happy to discuss them with 
you.  
 

Nasal Spray Flu Immunisations for pupils in 
Reception to Year 11 
The school will be supporting the NHS to vaccinate our 
children against Flu on the 11th of January 2022. Nasal 
flu vaccinations are recommended but not compulsory 
- if you wish your child to have this vaccination it is 
essential that you sign the consent form and send it 
back to school. 

During the holiday period, signed parental consent 
forms for the immunisations can be brought back to 
school and posted in a secure letter box. The last set of 
entry gates on Talbot Way (usually our staff/deliveries 
entrance) can be used to access the letter box from 9am 
- 4pm Monday to Friday. 

Date Time Year Group Year  

06/01/22 08.30-
11.00 

Talbot gate Year 11 Imedia & 
Sport 

studies 
students 
to stay 

06/01/22 12.00-
13.30 

Talbot gate Year 10 Imedia 
students 
to stay 

06/01/22 14.00-
15.30 

Talbot gate Year 7  

07/01/22 09.30-
12.00 

Talbot gate Year 8  

07/01/22 13.00-
15.00 

Talbot gate Year 9  

mailto:h.moody@arkvictoria.org
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Free School Meals  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click the images above to apply for free school meals.  

 
 

Primary Recommended Read 
Key Stage 2 Fiction 
Winner of numerous awards, including The Times 
Children’s Book of the Year, When The Sky Falls is a 
magnificent story.   

1941. War is raging, and one angry boy has been sent 
to the city, where bombers rule the skies. There, 
Joseph will live with Mrs F, a gruff woman with no 
fondness for children. Her only loves are the rundown 
zoo she owns and its mighty silverback gorilla, Adonis. 
As the weeks pass, bonds deepen and secrets are 
revealed, but if the bombers set Adonis rampaging 
free, will either of them be able to end the life of the 
one thing they truly love? 

Not only is this our recommended 
read for Key Stage 2, but it’s the 
pick for our primary staff book 
club, so be sure to ask your teacher 
for their views on the story! 

  

Key Stage 1 Fiction 
Tom Percival is a talented author and illustrator, and 
this talent is on full display in his moving story, The 
Invisible.  Delivering a powerful message about the 
things that are important 
in life, this is well worth 
sharing with your children 

at home! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
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Secondary recommended read 
This week’s recommended read comes from our house 
namesake Benjamin Zephaniah once again. Windrush 
Child is a tale of displacement and identity that will 
resonate with anyone who has studied the history of 
the Windrush Generation. 

Leonard is shocked when he arrives with his mother in 
the port of Southampton. His father is a stranger to 
him, it’s cold and even the Jamaican food doesn’t taste 
the same as it did back home in Maroon Town. But his 
parents have brought him here to try to make a better 
life, so Leonard does his best not to complain, to make 
new friends, to do well at school – even when people 
hurt him with their words and with their fists.  

 

 

 

 

 

MR ALIPOUR’S PUZZLES 17/12/2021 
Are you excited about learning Maths?  

Are you inspired to receive more golden tickets?  

Then ask your parents and your teachers to help you 
with solving Mr Alipour’s puzzles 

Once done, simply email your answers to 

 r.alipour@arkvictoria.org  

The first five students with correct answers to my 
puzzles will receive golden tickets and their names will 
be published in the next school newsletter.  

Challenging, however fun, Maths puzzles will be 
posted in our regular newsletters, and you will be able 
to see the answers in the next newsletter.  

Let’s see who the Maths geniuses are! 

Puzzle 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Puzzle 2 
 

 

mailto:r.alipour@arkvictoria.org

	Thought for the week:
	17/12/2021
	‘Peace on Earth, good will to men.’ Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
	Principal’s Message
	Key Messages to Primary Parents
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 5
	Help with reading at home
	Primary Football
	Phonics assessment
	Reading vending machine
	Year 7 & 8 update
	Year 7 update
	Year 8 update

	Year 9 update
	Year 10 update
	Year 11 update
	Year 11 Drama trip
	A Christmas Cracker!
	Students Performing in the Concert

	PE (secondary) Extra-curricular activities to re-start in January 2022:
	School Games Competition/Event Dates:
	Mixed Year Girls Badminton 02/12/2021 @AVA
	Honesty, Determination and Passion Awards:
	Year 8 'v' North Birmingham Academy
	Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award
	Congratulations to Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award Students:
	Activity Volunteer Programme:
	Maths clubs
	Secondary Celebration
	Year 7
	Year 8
	Year 9
	Year 10
	Year 11

	Reverse Advent
	Covid-19 Update
	Testing at home for secondary students
	On-site Covid-19 testing of secondary pupils start of Spring term – January 2022
	Visitors to Ark Victoria Academy and Covid-19 safety
	Spring term January 2022 – Start of term arrangements
	Academy Inset days 2021-2022
	Breakfast Club timings from 26.4.2022
	Nasal Spray Flu Immunisations for pupils in Reception to Year 11
	Free School Meals
	Primary Recommended Read
	Key Stage 2 Fiction
	Key Stage 1 Fiction
	Secondary recommended read
	MR ALIPOUR’S PUZZLES 17/12/2021
	Puzzle 1
	Puzzle 2


