19/11/2021

Thought for the week:
‘They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old: Age shall not weary
them, nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the
morning we will remember them.’ Laurence Binyon
is a workshop for primary parents on Tuesday 23rd
November and one for secondary parents on
Wednesday 24th November – we will send out a letter
with details about how to join these sessions – look out
for the email. We are also running a more detailed
workshop on Wednesday 1st December – you will find
the details for this in a flyer we will send out shortly.
We hope these sessions will support you to keep your
child safe online.

Principal’s Message
This has been a busy half-term so far with mock exams,
exciting events, Children in Need day and our first ever
Ark Moment. Our entire school gathered together to
pay respects and remember all those who have fallen
or been affected by war, along with 38 other Ark
Schools. The assembly was led by myself, alongside
our Head Boy, Head Girl and their deputies. We
remembered, shared poetry, listened to a Quaranic
prayer and the Last Post. I was very proud of our
school community for the respect and kindness they
have shown. Please read some of the thoughts and
reflections of our students at the end of this article.

Can I remind you of the need to supervise your child’s
use of social media – it is important that they
understand what is permissible, legal and what is not.
Sharing an image or a film of someone without their
consent is not allowed. Using this image to be unkind
or to bully is against our school policy and values.
Finally, a plea – please do not send your child into
school if they have Covid 19 symptoms. Test them
using a lateral flow test and if this is positive, please
book a PCR test as soon as possible and report the
result to us. It is important that we continue to work
together to keep our community safe.
Thank you for your continued support.
Ms McSorley

There have been other fantastic events which you can
read about in detail in our primary and secondary
sections. I am very pleased with the way our Y11 mock
examinations have run and with the resilience shown
by our Year 11 students. We will share the mock exam
results officially on December 1st and will discuss these,
as well as progress, achievement and predictions with
parents on December 9th during our Y11 Parents’
Evening.
We will be running a series of webinars to support
parents with digital awareness and also to support
with guiding children in the use of social media. There
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Year 4

Key Messages to Primary Parents
Year 2 update

On Monday 15th November, Year 2 experienced a
Polar Express day to introduce our new writing topic.
Dressed in our comfiest pyjamas, we spent the day
completing several activities based around this
captivating tale. In the morning, we received a
mysterious package containing The Polar Express
storybook which we read through as a class. We then
spent the afternoon decorating biscuits with icing
sugar and sprinkles.
We finished our day
by
enjoying
our
biscuits with hot
chocolate
and
marshmallows whilst
watching the Polar
Express film. It was a
truly magical day!

In Science, Year 4 have
been learning about
States of Matter. They
carried
out
an
investigation to see if all
liquids take the same
amount of time to
freeze. The liquids that
they investigated were water, salt water, boiled water,
lemonade, and coloured water. They found that all
liquids do not take the same amount of time to freeze.
Please ask your children about the experiment as they
will be very excited to share their findings.

Year 5

Year 5 have really impressed us with all aspects of their
learning, but we are especially happy with the
children's enthusiasm towards our science topics. To
finish our last unit on "Forces and Friction", the
children enjoyed a fantastic day out at Thinktank
science museum. The staff there were so impressed
with their knowledge, inquisitiveness and perfect
manners. We are so proud to teach such a hardworking, ambitious and polite group of students and
we're sure we have some future scientists that will do
great things!

Year 3 Egyptian day

Children were completely immersed into the land of
ancient Egypt during their Egyptian day! They became
scribes and wrote in hieroglyphics. They learnt about
the social hierarchy and the difference in lifestyles of
the pharaohs and the slaves. They built pyramids and
traded along the River Nile. They also learnt about the
religion of ancient Egypt and the roles of the many
gods. They also mummified their classmates and
learnt an Egyptian song! A thoroughly enjoyable day
for all!
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Vending Machine

Odd socks day

Children in Key Stage 2 have
been tremendously excited by
the arrival of a vending machine
stocked full of magical novels
for them to enjoy! Children
who produce wonderful reading
work outside of school, which
goes above and beyond our
expectations, will be selected by
their Head of Year to receive a
golden token. Winning pupils
will then be able to use their
Golden token to select a special
book for their class to treasure. Keep an eye on future
newsletters and on our reading Twitter account:
www.twitter.com/ArkVicReads to see who the first
lucky winners are!

Reception students
vision screening

Remembrance Day

Parents do not need to return any forms if they do want
their children to be tested. If you do wish to opt-out,
the deadline is stated on the form for return to school.

Pupils in Year 2-6 joined the Secondary remembrance
assembly on Thursday 11th of November. They were
able to listen to a range of different speakers, hear
poems and listen to the Last Post music before
observing a 2 minute silence. Children in Reception
and Year 1 were able to take part in the important day
with their own assemblies. Mrs Twort was very
impressed with how respectful the Year 1 pupils were
during the silence and enjoyed showing them her old
teddy bear when they discussed memories and what it
is to remember.

As part of ‘Kindness Week’,
children were able to wear odd
socks on Monday 15th November.
This gave them the opportunity
to express themselves and
celebrate their individuality.

In line with national guidance, we have been
commissioned to carry out visual screening checks on
the reception aged children in school. In order for us
to do this, we require the parents of all reception aged
children to complete a consent form which will be sent
home. This gives parents the opportunity to opt out of
the screening test.

Please note the date on the Consent form is NOT the
date of the Vision Tests.

Football
On Tuesday 9th November some of our Year 5 and 6
boys played in a Birmingham Schools Football
Tournament. They all did themselves and the school
very proud, winning all of our games except one,
meaning that we eventually came runner up out of 8
schools.
The boys all represented the school brilliantly and they
look forward to competing in the next upcoming
tournament.
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Year 9 update

A warm welcome back to our students who have settled
in well after the half term holidays. This fortnight has
been a busy one in the secondary phase. Year 11
students completed their mock exams fortnight, there
has been a range of sporting events and students have
supported charitable causes such as Children in Need,
and Odd socks day. In the newsletter, we have also
included a section called “Curriculum Spotlight on…”
which looks at a subject in detail, including the
curriculum leader, who teaches this subject and
examples of great work. This newsletter focuses on
Computer Science and Mr Singh (Faculty Director) has
shared information about his subject. Please read
below for further details.

Year 7 & 8 Update:

The majority of Year 7 & 8 students have returned from
the half-term break demonstrating the same fantastic
attitude towards their education and our key Ark
values of being Ambitious, Resilient and Kind. There
has been lots of praise and also rewards for students
who have been going above and beyond in their
lessons.
The house competitions are very competitive with
many forms battling it out for the accolade of being the
best form within the year group. With our end of term
rewards assemblies on the horizon, students are trying
their best to put themselves in contention for these
prestigious awards. There are some exciting
opportunities coming up for students to experience
outside of school. Year 7 students will have the
opportunity to engage in a ‘Treasure Hunt’ whilst Year
8 students will be challenging themselves at the ‘Bear
Grylls’ adventure at the NEC.
Punctuality is an area of focus this half-term as we
want all of our students not to miss out on any valuable
learning time. Students need to persevere in getting to
school on time during these dark cold weeks leading
up to Christmas.

It has been a fantastic start to the new half term for
Year 9 pupils. Throughout the year group, line-ups,
transitions between lessons and engagement in
lessons have been excellent. We now have a group of
fifteen Year 9 female pupils who are doing an amazing
job supporting and running coaching sessions with
primary students as part of their role as sports leaders.

Year 10 update

Year 10 have had a good start to the term; line-ups
have improved and transitions between lessons and
engagement in lessons has been good.
Students have also taken part in an Anti-Bullying
competition in which they have used the theme of ‘one
kind word’ to create posters and spread kindness
throughout the school. I would also like to
congratulate Pritom G and Sharmila Z for their
participation in the Mental Health competition and
achieving 2nd place within the school.
I look forward to seeing the students continue to work
hard throughout this term.

Year 11 update

Year 11 have had a successful start to the new term with
mock exams underway in the last two weeks. Pupils
have worked extremely hard with revision and exam
preparation. A huge well done to all!
A few key dates and reminders:
•
•
•
•

All pupils must arrive at school before 8.10am,
arriving after this time will result in a sanction.
Students must ensure their uniform follows the
school uniform policy, any student wearing
incorrect uniform will result in a sanction
Parents evening will take place on 9th
December 2021
Deadline for college applications is on 17th
December 2021

Year 11 mock exams

Year 11 Mock Exams: Pupils have demonstrated an
excellent attitude towards their mock exams. They
were eager to revise, using their Year 11 zone as a place
to study during break and lunch times, and did us
proud! Teachers are currently marking exam papers
and will focus on re-teaching any gaps in knowledge.
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A gentle reminder that Year 11 Parents’ evening will
take place on Thursday 9th December, where teachers
will have an opportunity to discuss children’s grades
with parents. We will issue more information in the
coming weeks.

goal keeping. All students will receive their certificates
via email shortly and will also be recognised with a
Bronze Sports Leaders Award too! Well, done to all
who took part in the training!

PE (secondary) Extra-curricular activities:

The Year 9 Girls travelled to Billesley Tennis Centre to
Support the Central Sports Partnership in delivering
the Year 1 Multi-skills Event. In the morning they had
a quick training session and then they were put
straight to work supporting and leading over 480
students through their multi-skills competition.

Day

Time

Monday

Monday

3.15-4.15

3.15-4.30

Year Group

Activity

10

Duke of
Edinburgh
Expedition
training

KS3 Girls

Netball

Wednesday 3.15-4.15

Y9 Boys

Football

Thursday

3.15-4.15

Y7 Boys

Football

Thursday

3.15-4.15

Y8 Boys

Football

Thursday

3.15-4.30

KS3 Girls

Football

All students need to be in school in PE kit and bring a
drink with them.

School Games Competition/Event Dates:
•
•

KS4 Boys Badminton 25/11/2021 @ AVA 45.40PM
Mixed Year Girls Badminton 02/12/2021
@AVA 4-5.40PM

Year 10 Sports Studies: Handball
Coaching Award.

An England Handball
Coach came into school
recently to train our Year
10
Sports
Studies
students through an
Award. The students
worked hard across the 2
days and showed some
excellent leadership skills and handball skills. The
students impressed the coach with their sporting
knowledge and understanding of the rules as well as
some amazing defending, shooting, pivot work and

Year 9 Leadership Event 18/10/2021

A special mention to Fatima, Rukeya and Malaika who
all took to the microphone and did a great job of
announcing change overs and timings. The 15 students
were noted by the School Games organiser as being
'faultless in their delivery and contributions to the
event'. The students were all awarded their Bronze
Sports Leaders Award! All the Year 1 students left
smiling and had a great time. Well done to all our
young leaders who attended - you did the school, PE
department and yourselves proud!

Year 7 Football District Cup Match 'v'
Arthur Terry

On 7th October our Year 7’s played their first
Secondary School Football match. We were drawn
against Arthur Terry School from Sutton Coldfield.
Traditionally Arthur Terry are renowned for producing
strong Footballing Teams. This proved to be the case
when they came to visit Ark Victoria.
Although the opposition eventually won the match, all
credit must go to our pupils for their determination,
teamwork, and commitment. We faced a side that will
probably go on to win the competition but at no point
did our players stop chasing down the ball, working
together to stop attackers or supporting one another
going forward.
For our very first match together it was really pleasing
to see everyone trying their hardest for one another.
Throughout the match our pupils showed excellent
etiquette and sportsmanship. At the end of the game,
we were praised by the oppositions Teacher for our
positive approach and attitude even in defeat. We are
now all looking forward to playing our next match.
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Year 7 Erdington and Saltley District
League match report

On 4th November our Year 7’s played their first League
match. We played away against Hodge Hill School. It
was really pleasing to see how excited our pupils were
to be representing Ark Victoria in this local fixture. Our
team started the match very brightly, keeping
possession well and passing the ball confidently. The
opening 15 minutes proved to be a tight match with
both Teams creating goal scoring opportunities.
Mohammed A came close to opening the scoring
having been played through by an excellent pass from
Muzhin D. Mohammed’s shot was full of power but
just missed the far post. At the other end, Mohammed
Al pulled off a fine save; managing to tip the ball over
the cross bar from a ferocious shot.
As changes to the starting line-up were made, our team
struggled to maintain the momentum and the game
became fragmented. This allowed our opponents the
opportunity to score 3 goals. Despite this, our team
fought on bravely until the half time whistle.
During the break, more changes to the team line up
and formation were made. This did have an immediate
impact and we created a chance to score from the
penalty spot. There were so many pupils who showed
bravery and volunteered to take the penalty that any
number of pupils might have taken the spot kick.
However, Jamal A stepped up confidently to strike the
ball home with a wonderfully taken penalty. He was
calm and controlled placing the ball into the top corner
of the goal leaving the opposing keeper standing still.
We continued to press for more goals and created
more chances to score, but unfortunately, we could not
find the finishes needed. Eamon M was kept busy in
our goal and pulled off some fine saves to keep us in
the game. Although we ended up losing the match, we
displayed great character and endeavour throughout
with several outstanding individual performances.
Player of the match: Jamal A, who worked tirelessly
throughout and contributed to all our team’s best
moments within the game.
Next fixture is on 23rd November at home versus
Saltley Academy

Year 10 Physics

Year 10 physics students have been
linking their understanding of
terminal velocity to making and
launching parachutes. This was used
to build on the working scientifically
skills as an area that they felt least
confident in.

Curriculum Spotlight on
Computer Science

There are two teachers of
Computer Science: Mr Singh and
Mr Hussain. Mr Singh is the
Faculty Director for Computing
and Enterprise, and Mr Hussain is
the Secondary Digital Learning
lead. Both Mr Singh and Mr Hussain teach Year 7
through to Year 11.
This half term, Year 7 pupils will be studying
Spreadsheets. Pupils will learn how to create formulas
and use functions to create an effective spreadsheet.
Pupils will also demonstrate how to effectively format
and populate spreadsheets using the appropriate tools
and functions.
In Year 8, pupils will be developing the skills they
learnt in the previous term using Python programming
language. Pupils will create a programming project
using key programming constructs such as sequence,
selection, and iteration. Emphasis is placed on tackling
common misconceptions and addressing basic errors
formed during program execution. Pupils will also be
shown how to create effective algorithms using
pseudocode and flowcharts.
Year 9 pupils will enhance their programming skills in
a new engaging context: physical computing, using the
BBC micro:bit. In the first half of the unit, pupils will
get acquainted with the host of components built into
the micro:bit, and write simple programmes that use
these components to interact with the physical world.
In the process, they will refresh their Python
programming skills and encounter a range of
programming patterns that arise frequently in physical
computing applications.
In Year 10, pupils will be studying Programming
fundamentals. Pupils will investigate the basic
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constructs of programming such as sequence,
selection and iteration. Pupils will also look at the
importance of assigning data types, sting
manipulation and applying concatenation when using
a high-level programming language such as Python.
In Year 11, pupils will be covering a range of topics,
focussing on Programming. Pupils will analyse
problems in computational terms through practical
experience of solving such problems, including
designing, writing and de-bugging programmes.
Pupils will apply analytical skills and think logically.
Our students have produced some excellent work this
half term.

Anti-Bullying week

Here at Ark Victoria Academy, we recognised antibullying week through a variety of activities. All
students were invited to take part in our 'odd socks
day' to encourage people to express themselves, and to
celebrate their individuality and what makes us all
unique.
Pupils had the opportunity to part in a house
competition where they could create their own antibullying poster around the theme of ‘One Kind Word’
which will be used to create a whole school display and
spread kindness within our school - the winner of this
will be shared in the next newsletter. Finally, pupils
were able to explore the topic of anti-bullying further
in their personal development sessions where they
debated the topic: "Is banter an excuse for bullying?"
which generated lots of rich discussion amongst our
pupils.

Early Help awareness workshop

Please see the below poster for early help awareness
offered by Birmingham children’s partnership.
Here is an example of a Year 7 Spreadsheet
Here is an example of a Year 8 Python Programme

Here is an example of a Year 9 Physical Computing
project using a Micro:Bit

If you have any questions about Computer Science,
please contact me.
Mr Singh
r.singh@arkvictoria.org
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how we can support you. Ark Victoria Academy is
working in partnership with parents and Birmingham
City Council to ensure all children return to school
following a difficult previous year. Failure to work with
the school and continued absence may result in the
School and the Local Authority taking legal
action. Lost time in the classroom is a lost opportunity
to learn.
‘’Poor attendance at school can have a hugely
damaging effect, and children who attend school
regularly are nearly four times more likely to achieve
five or more good GCSEs than those who are regularly
absent." (Department for Education)

Secondary Punctuality

Attendance Matters (All through)

Ark Victoria attendance this half term has started
below expectation at 94.3%.
We appreciate that this season presents challenges
with pupils suffering with coughs and colds and that
some absence is unavoidable, and although we ask that
caution is considered regarding possible COVID
symptoms, we do request that for minor illness such as
coughs and colds students continue to attend school
every day.
Frequent absences can add up to a considerable
amount of lost learning and can seriously disadvantage

Thank you for supporting us to get the children in to
school on time. Some of the students continue to
arrive after line up time and will be contacted by our
pastoral team. Good punctuality at school is essential
for students to achieve their full educational
potential. It is also vital for students to form good
habits for later life.
Year Group

Arrival

Y7

time & gate
08.00 - 08.10
Talbot Gate

Y8

08.05 - 08.15
Boulevard

Y9

08.05 - 08.15
Talbot Gate

Y10

08.00 - 08.10
Boulevard

Y11

08.00 - 08.10
Talbot Gate

your child in adult life. If your child’s level of absence
is of serious concern, we will contact you to discuss
www.arkvictoria.org | 9

Secondary Behaviour

Children in Need

C1 Detention - 15 Minutes

Pupils had a special assembly and then took part in a
range of exciting activities and quizzes to raise
awareness of this important charity and its purpose.

All secondary detentions have now moved to the end
of the school day and parents will have a reminder
text sent on the same day of detention. All secondary
students remaining behind in school for detentions
will need to be collected from the Talbot Way Gate.
The different levels of sanction resulting in detention
are below:

We celebrated Children in Need through a range of
exciting activities at Ark Victoria today, which was a
non-uniform day. Pupils were able to make a £1
donation (via ParentPay) to raise money for the
Children in Need charity, and really enjoyed the day!

C2 Detention - 30 Minutes
C3 Detention - 60 Minutes

Reverse Advent Calendar - December 2021

This year at Ark Victoria, we are going to collect food
during December as a ‘reverse advent calendar’ to
distribute to local families over the holidays.
We hope families will join in with this and contribute
food which can be distributed. Food can be brought
into school between 1st December – 14th December.
Thank you for your generosity and support of this
initiative
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Remembrance Day commemoration 2021

On 11th November, Ark’s 39 schools including Ark
Victoria Academy honoured those who served to
defend our democratic freedoms and way of life.

For Remembrance Day, also known as Armistice Day,
we held an assembly that included a two-minute
silence to remember those who have died in wars
around the world. During the assembly, teachers
spoke about the people who gave their lives to protect
the values of liberty, democracy, respect, tolerance,
and the rule of law. They also talked about people
from all ethnicities who have made sacrifices for
future generations.
Ark Victoria Academy students shared their
thoughts on Remembrance Day
"Today was a special day of remembrance, and the
honour of speaking about it and delivering such an
important message to so many listeners was amazing.
Although I was nervous and uneasy in front of 1400
students, I think that it went well. Everyone spoke
with passion and the significance of such a special day
was evident. Overall, I think it was a huge honour to
be a part of this assembly."
Aminah, Deputy Head Girl
"Today helped me to re-establish the thought of
remembrance in my head and to signify how the
Armistice is important to everyone. My part of the
assembly helped to show the importance of the day to
everyone. I feel it should be an obligatory act as it
reminds us of those who helped to ensure that we are
here today, as remembrance is for everyone across the
world."
Rayhaan
"Watching the assembly made me feel happy and
nervous at the same time. I was happy because
everyone in the school could participate in the two
minute silence, remembering the people who
sacrificed their lives for us. I was also a bit nervous
knowing that the whole school was watching the
assembly being broadcast live. I think this assembly
was very important to many people as they have
family members who have lost their lives during
World War 1 and World War 2. Overall, this assembly
made me feel very happy and joyful."
Ruhan

Christmas/End of term events
•
•
•
•
•
•

Primary Singalong 14/12/21
Staff and Student Xmas Lunch 15/12/21
Christmas Concert 15/12/21
Primary Christmas Parties 16/12/21
Christmas Jumper Day 17/12/21
Primary Christmas Show 13-17/12/21
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Free School Meals

Primary Recommended Read

Key Stage 2 Fiction
Zillah Bethell’s The Shark Caller is an enchanting tale
of friendship, loss and hope set in the tropical land of
Papua New Guinea.
Following the death of her parents, Blue Wing moves
in with Siringen, a gentle village elder who becomes
her waspapi, or guardian. Obsessed by his role as a
shark caller, Blue Wing pleads
with Siringen to teach her this
ancient tradition, but he refuses,
fearing that the anger in her heart
will lead her to misuse the skills…
Members of our primary staff
book club have been raving about
the book and children are sure to
enjoy it too!
Key Stage 1 Fiction
This is the perfect wintry tale as the nights draw in and
December approaches.
On Christmas Eve a boy excitedly waits to hear the
sound of Santa’s sleigh bells. Instead, the sound of
hissing steam announces the arrival of the Polar
Express outside his house. Aboard are excited children
in their pyjamas all bound for the North Pole where
people are gathering to see Santa give the first gift of
Christmas. The boy is offered anything he desires yet
simply asks for a bell from the reindeer’s harness
which proves to be the most precious of gifts.
Year 2 recently enjoyed
reading this as part of
their Polar Express day
and it’s wholeheartedly
recommended for all
children in Key Stage 1!

Click the images above to apply for free school meals.
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Secondary recommended read

Faria in Year 8 has recommended the book below:
The Hetty Feather books are about a foundling girl
named Hetty Feather. In the first book she was in the
foundling hospital just a few days after she was born.
She went to a foster family and stayed there until the
age of 5 and came back to the foundling hospital. She
then carried on trying to find her mum and had many
adventures.
I absolutely recommend these books!
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