20/10/2021

Thought for the week:
‘‘Books are the bees which carry the quickening pollen from one to another
mind.’
James Russell Lowell, Poet
During this week we also saw the election of our Y11
Prefect team, and our Head Boy and Head Girl and
their deputies. The standard of applications and
interviews was extremely high and the decision about
whom to appoint difficult. However, Ms Masoud and I
are confident the elected team will do a fantastic job of
leading our school. I am delighted to formally
announce that Kenza Benmoulai is our new Head Girl,
with Amina Ahmed, as her Deputy. Rayhaan Ahmed is
our new Head Boy, with Ayub Abdulahi as his Deputy.

Principal’s Message
Happy half-term to everyone! We have squeezed such
a lot into this half-term, I think everyone is ready for a
well deserved break!
It was great to see parents at our coffee morning and
to talk about so many valuable points – please do look
out for flyers about our next morning mid-point
through the term; we’d love to see more of you there.
We are also going to provide a digital literacy session
for parents, looking at how we can help our children to
safely navigate social media and the internet. Mr
Hussain, our Digital Learning Lead in Secondary, will
be sending information after the half-term break.
Please also see below for a list of useful apps to support
parents.
It has been fantastic today to see all our primary
children dressed for their Hallowe’en celebrations and
to see the entire school wearing green last Friday to
raise awareness for mental health and also money,
(over £1000!), for the charity Young Minds. I am
proud of the fact our student ambassadors led this
week and all the work on raising awareness for mental
health – a testament to their leadership and to their
values.

We also had a fantastic celebration for National Poetry
Day with an inspirational workshop from Dreadlock
Alien which you can read all about below. It is
wonderful to see our school working together, being
creative and learning so much.
My quote for this newsletter comes from a poet and is
about the value of reading. In school on Friday all our
staff will experience a training day: Ark Reads, where
we will look at strategies and approaches to support
our pupils’ reading. Strong reading skills support with
life beyond school and increase an individual’s chance
of gaining successful employment.
Reading helps with every curriculum area. It is
important to note that regular reading helps with
fluency and confidence – please do use this half-term
break to encourage your child to read, to read to them
and to listen to them reading. They will appreciate and
benefit from this hugely, not just in terms of their
reading ability, but as Lowell says, ‘Books are the bees
which carry the quickening pollen from one to
another mind.’ When we read, we grow, we learn and
we develop. Reading is a core skill which helps us with
almost every aspect of our education and lives. Please
support us to support your child with their reading.
I hope you have a wonderful half-term break and look
forward to a very exciting half-term ahead.
Ms McSorley
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It has been a very busy half term and I am very proud
of how much the children have achieved. I have really
enjoyed going into classrooms and seeing how hard the
children have been working. I have been particularly
impressed with the resilience they have shown
especially as we come to the end of a long half term.
It has also been so lovely to have year groups back
together again in assemblies, celebrating the children
who have shown our values as well as our superstar
readers. During the assembly, we also celebrate the
class with the highest attendance, house point winners
and draw out our golden ticket winners. The children
are making us very proud, and I love seeing their
smiling faces when they receive their certificates!
Please can I remind all parents how important it is that
all children come to school every day as any missed
time impacts on their learning.
Our primary
attendance has not been as high as we would expect
over the past half term, and we have seen the impact
this has had on the children. We really appreciate your
support in sending your child to school every day. Well
done to 2 Watt for 100% attendance last week!!
It has been fantastic to see the return of our afterschool clubs, trips and visitors this half term – with
much more of this to follow in the next half term.
Please look out for further information on this in the
curriculum newsletter for Autumn Term 2. Planned
visits include Wroxeter Roman City, the Botanical
Gardens, Year 3 swimming and many more. We are
also planning a range of parent workshops before the
end of the term and will send out more details shortly.
Please enjoy a very well deserved half term holiday – I
would ask all of you to spend time reading with your
children: listening to them read, reading to them,
sharing stories and perhaps a visit to the local library
will continue to encourage the love of reading that we
are working so hard to promote in school. I will be
reading these books with my children this holiday!

Mrs Twort

Key Messages to Primary Parents

Primary Staff Book Club
At Ark Victoria, we want all children to have a passion
for reading and what better way to encourage this,
than to be passionate and voracious readers ourselves?
Our staff book club demonstrates our commitment to
just that! Over the past half-term, staff read the heartwarming tale of Billy Plimpton, The Boy Who Made
Everyone Laugh by Helen Rutter. We then came
together as a group to discuss our feelings about the
book. Several lucky pupils have already got their
hands on a copy of the
book and this superb
read is now available
in Year 5 and 6 book
corners as well as the
library for pupils to
enjoy! Thank you to
Mr Ledingham for
organising this!
Balanceability
Councillor Gurdial Singh Atwal from the Trust &
Charity Committee came to visit our Reception
children as they learnt to ride on our new balance
bikes. He was very impressed
when
he
saw
future
Olympic
champions in action!
The balanceability bikes
were paid for through a
grant by Birmingham City
Council as an initiative to
teach Nursery and Reception
children to ride.
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Primary Connections
Ark network is introducing a new project to help
enhance our children’s experiences. It will be across
the school from Reception to Year 6 to give our
children the best possible opportunities. We will be
arranging trips and visits within the community to
develop their understanding of the world. Each child
will have their own ‘Connections Passport’ which will
be kept in class and teachers will award stickers once
children have completed an experience.
There are 42 essential
experiences that each child
will complete by the time
they leave Year 6. These
experiences are focused
around six areas of learning
which include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Connecting with Nature
Connecting with your Future
Connecting with Culture and the Arts
Connecting with Adventure
Connecting with Self
Connecting with People

Miss Akhtar is leading on this project, and we know the
children will be very excited to complete the
experiences and collect their stickers each year.
Early Years
As part of our ‘All About Me’ topic, we have been
talking about where we live and our community. We
looked at lots of people who help us and thought about
what we want to be when we grow up. In Nursery
Cadbury, Ayaz wants to be a wrestler, so he can be ‘nice
and strong’, Aafiya wants to be a post lady and Iqra
wants to be a nurse. In Nursery Zephaniah, Musa
wants to be a firefighter, Shawaiz wants to be a builder
and Maria wants to be a cook, just like her mum. We
are very ambitious in Nursery! We have also been
learning about keeping ourselves
safe and practised crossing the road,
using ‘Stop, Look and Listen.’
Muntaha and Areez made very good
lollipop people. Hafsa knew the
lollipop people wear bright clothes
so they can be seen in the dark.

Year 1 park trip
Year 1 really enjoyed their Autumn walk in Small
Heath Park. They searched for brilliant autumn
colours and even left some art behind for everyone to
enjoy!

Year 5
To introduce Year 5's exciting new Science unit on
"Forces", the classes took park in a Tug-of-War to
investigate how pulls, pushes and friction are evident
in real-life. It was a perfect demonstration of the
learning that will follow and a lot of fun too! Class
teachers were really impressed with the enthusiasm
that our young scientists showed towards this
fascinating area
of physics!

Dreadlock Alien
On 12th October Primary pupils were treated to a visit
from a Poet. They learnt what poetry is all about, why
people write and perform it, and even had their names
put into a poem. They all absolutely loved it!
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It has been a busy but wonderful first half term, and
we have been pleased with how students have settled
into lessons and school life. This half term, students
have been involved in trips, football matches, library
lessons, intervention sessions for exam preparation,
Science practical lessons as well as many other things.
Year 11 students are busy, preparing for their mock
exams which start after the half term holiday. Please
read below for further details.
Mrs Lee

Key Messages to Secondary Parents
Year 7 & 8 update
It has been a positive first half term for both Year 7 &
8 students.
Year 7 students have shown lots of enthusiasm and
ambition settling into the secondary phase at Ark
Victoria Academy. Line-ups, transitions between
lessons, and engagement in lessons have been
excellent, and punctuality and arriving to school on
time are areas of focus for next half term. The Year 7
settling in evening was held last week; it was wonderful
to see so many parents attend appointments and speak
to form tutors about their child’s progress. There was
lots of positive feedback from parents stating how
happy they were with their child’s transition into
secondary.

Year 9 Update
We are delighted to announce at Ark Victoria Academy
that twelve of our Year 9 pupils been selected by their
teachers to take part in the Envision Community
Apprentice Programme. Envision is a UK charity that
sets out to build confidence and develop employability
skills. The Community Apprentice Programme is a
structured 12 week cross-school active citizenship
competition, where our pupils will work with trained
Envision staff and experienced business mentors to
tackle real-life social issues, whilst gaining insight into
the world of work. The programme began on Tuesday
12th October and will run until January 2022.
Mr Parkar
Year 10 update
Year 10 have mostly had a positive start to their year
embarking on new challenges as they settle into the
start of their GSCE’s.
Year 10 pupils have enjoyed a half term full of careers
sessions and had a very successful trip to Millennium
Point where they were able to attend many different
workshops to give them ideas and inspiration about
their future career pathways.
They have also
participated in a poetry day and music day and some
students have started their Duke of Edinburgh
Awards.
Miss Akram

Year 8 students have also started the year positively
with many students having outstanding attendance
and punctuality this first half term. It has been
wonderful seeing so many Year 8 students volunteer
and support both the Open evening and the Year 7
settling in evening. Students were proud to showcase
their school as well as their talents within the different
subjects. Myself, Mr Curtis and Mr Stead hope you all
have a restful half term break and look forward to
working with you all during the next half term.

Year 11 update
Students in Year 11 have made a very positive and
productive start to this academic year. Students have
been introduced to online platforms such as Unifrog
for post-16 destinations and engaged extremely well in
both careers and study skills sessions. The Year 11
student council, mental health ambassadors and a
head girl and boy have all been appointed this half
term and we look forward to continuing with this
successful work for Year 11 next term. I have also been
pleased with the attendance in intervention sessions
from pupils within Year 11. As half term draws to a
close, pupils will be well aware of the impact that
interventions have made on their development within
each subject so far, and their value if one is missed.
Mock exams will begin on 1st November – please
ensure that your child is revising at home during half
term.

Mr Martin

Miss Masoud
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Spotlight on: Art

Our department comprises of
two teachers: Ms Lovell who
teaches Year 7,8,9,10 and 11 and
Mrs Bennett who teaches Year 8
and 9.

Art Competition
Well done to Ruqayyah Z in Year 7 for winning the Art
logo challenge. The brief was to be creative and design
a logo which communicated what Art meant to her.
Congratulations!

This half term, Year 7 pupils will be studying the
formal elements of Art: Line, Tone, Form, Space,
Shape, Texture and Colour; in the Autumn term based
around the theme of ‘Under the Sea’.
Year 8 pupils are learning about the theme of
Portraiture and will look at
how artists communicate their
ideas of this theme. Students
have started learning how to
draw the proportions of the
face
and
develop
their
understanding of how to draw realistic face features in
pencil.
In Year 9, pupils are developing their understanding of
the Art process and the assessment objective that will
prepare them for our GCSE Art and Design courses.
This half term, students have been developing their
drawing skills and how to apply a range of tones
through the theme of the ‘Natural
World’.
Year 10 have begun their GCSE Art
and Design course and have been
researching the work of other
artists and designers. They have
been learning about sketchbook
presentation and how to arrange
elements in a creative composition.
Year 11 are continuing their GCSE Art and Design
course and developing individual projects on their own
conceptual ideas.
Our students have produced some excellent work this
half term.
If you have any questions about Art, please contact me.
Miss Lovell

PE (Secondary) Extra-curricular activities:
Year
Day
Time
Activity
Group

Monday

3.15-4.15pm

10

Duke of
Edinburgh
Expedition
training

Monday

3.154.30pm

KS3 Girls

Netball

Y9 Boys

Football

Wednesday 3.15-4.15pm
Thursday

3.15-4.15pm

Y7 Boys

Football

Thursday

3.15-4.15pm

Y8 Boys

Football

Thursday

3.154.30pm

KS3 Girls

Football

All students need to be in school PE kit and bring a
drink with them.

l.lovell@arkvictoria.org
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School Games Competition/Event Dates:
• Year 10 Sports Studies Practical Sport Event
01/11/2021 @ Birmingham City University
(during school hours)
• KS3 Boys Badminton 18/11/2021 @ Ark
Victoria Academy 4-5.40PM
• KS4 Boys Badminton 25/11/2021 @ Ark
Victoria Academy 4-5.40PM
• Mixed Year Girls Badminton 02/12/2021
@Ark Victoria Academy 4-5.40PM

Our local community - community
forum on 13th October
Ark Victoria hosted its first local community forum on
Wednesday 13th October. This was attended by local
councillors, representatives from Birmingham City
Council, our local MP (Jess Phillips) and parents and
residents in Small Heath. Lots of important issues
were raised and discussed such as crime rates, rubbish
dumping and general cleanliness of the local area and
access to local services. A highlight of this event was
that it was a platform for the parents of our students
and local residents to directly speak to those in charge,
and for those at the meeting to begin looking at how
we can make positive and long lasting changes in our
community. It was also an opportunity to share some
success stories about the positive things that have
happened and are happening.
Of course, positive change that is sustainable takes
time, but this meeting was the first of many which will
allow us to address the pertinent issues raised by our
community members, and the school is taking an
active role in working with different stakeholders to
address them. The Community Engagement Lead,
Mohamed Ibrahim, is currently in talks with different
local community representatives. If you would like to
find out more about the work the school is doing in
regard to this area, please get in touch with Mohamed
Ibrahim via the school office.
We would like to thank parents and residents who took
part in this initiative and welcome you to attend our
next meeting which will be advertised closer to the
time.

Black History Month
October is Black History Month in the UK
This year at Ark Victoria we are exploring Black
History Month during our daily personal Development
sessions, and all students received a Black History
Month assembly.
During the assembly, students were introduced to the
2021 themes for Black History Month which include:
disrespected, stolen, appropriated and ignored. The
students were shown different examples of where
black history had been stolen e.g. Nigerian artifacts
that are now in British museums. Students were also
introduced to some of the people who were included in
the personal development booklets, such as Walter
Tull, who was a soldier during WW1.
Within the booklets
following themes:

students

cover

the

What is Black History Month and how can we
educate ourselves?
This gives students the opportunity to explore
examples of Black British History; going as far back as
the Domesday book which was made in 1086 to more
modern examples such as Walter Tull and the
involvement of Black British soldiers during WW1.
What positive contributions have black people
made to British and American history?
Once students have explored the reasons why Black
History Month exists, they are shown examples of
specific contributions made by Black Britons. One
example of this is the contribution of the Mangrove 9,
a group of activists who helped campaign against
police violence in the 1970s, as well as modern
examples such as Lewis Hamilton and the contribution
that modern British people are making for Black
British citizens.
Although we celebrate Black History Month at Ark
Victoria, we also realise how important it is to ensure
that Black and non-white history is represented within
the curriculum as well; ensuring that black history is
not just in October but is celebrated throughout the
academic year.
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Attendance Matters (All through)

Secondary Punctuality

As we reach the end of the first half term, Ark Victoria
attendance remains below expectation at 95.2%. I
would like to thank all our parents that have
encouraged our students to come to school every day
during this half term, 576 students in total, thank you
and well done!

Thank you for supporting us to get the children in to
school on time. Some of the students continue to
arrive after line up time and will be contacted by our
pastoral team. Good punctuality at school is essential
for students to achieve their full educational potential.
It is also vital for students to form good habits for later
life.

We appreciate that some absences are unavoidable,
but would request that for minor illness such as coughs
and colds students continue to attend school every day.
Frequent absences can add up to a considerable
amount of lost learning and can seriously disadvantage
your child in adult life. If your child’s level of absence
is of serious concern, we will contact you to discuss
how we can support you. Ark Victoria Academy is
working in partnership with parents and Birmingham
City Council to ensure all children return to school
following a difficult previous year. Failure to work with
the school and continued absences may result in the
School and the Local Authority taking legal action.
Lost time in the classroom is a lost opportunity to
learn.

Year Group

Arrival
time & gate

Y7

08.00 - 08.10
Talbot Gate

Y8

08.05 - 08.15
Boulevard

Y9

08.05 - 08.15
Talbot Gate

Y10

08.00 - 08.10
Boulevard

Y11

08.00 - 08.10
Talbot Gate

Secondary Behaviour

’Poor attendance at school can have a
hugely damaging effect, and children who
attend school regularly are nearly four
times more likely to achieve five or more
good GCSEs than those who are regularly
absent."
(Department for Education)

All secondary detentions have now moved to the end
of the school day and parents will have a reminder text
sent on the same day of detention. All secondary
students remaining behind for detention will need to
be collected from Talbot Way Gate
C1 Detention - 15 Minutes
C2 Detention - 30 Minutes
C3 Detention - 60 Minutes
C4 detention - 90 Minutes (Fridays only)
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Support for parents with social
media
Due to the growing presence of social media in our
everyday lives, the school is recommending the
following apps which can be used by parents to protect
and monitor their child's mobile phone usage. The 10
apps below have been recommended as some of the
best on the market. Please look at the different options
and, if you feel appropriate, select one based on your
own personal needs as a family.
1. FamiSafe iOS Parental Control
2. Bark Parental Control for iOS

3. Boomerang iPhone Parental Control
4. NetNanny iPad Parental Control
5. Mobicip iPad Monitoring App
6. Kaspersky Safe Kids Parental Control
7. Mobistealth

Ark Victoria’s Mental Health Week.
As you are all aware, on the 10th of October this year,
it was World Mental Health Day. To mark this
occasion at Ark Victoria Academy we have been raising
awareness through various well-being activities during
our personal development time, a competition,
launched through our Mental Health Ambassadors,
and a special assembly delivered by our ambassadors,
which unveiled our mental health project ‘Breaking the
Chains of Mental Health'. To also mark the day, all
pupils in the academy came into school on Friday 15th
October wearing green to show support and remove
some of the stigma surrounding young people with
mental health concerns.
The week was a huge success with competition entries
from children as young as Reception year, badges
being sold and over £1000 raised for the mental health
charity, ‘Young Minds’. Competition entries are to be
decided this week and winners will be notified after
half term. Well done to all pupils for this amazing
effort, and your support of the mental health activities.
Some competition entries:

8. Qustodio iOS Parental Control
9. ScreenTime Parental Control
10. OurPact
We have no wish to stifle debate or opportunities for
students to express their views, but want to encourage
and promote positive role models in both the digital
world as well as the real world. Whilst our students
may be the more knowledgeable in using modern
communication technologies, it is the partnership of
schools and parents that can help them to use it wisely,
safely and responsibly.
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Free School Meals

Covid-19 Update
We have recently sent a letter home to all parents from
the secretaries of state for Education and Health and
Social Care with information for parents of secondary
students regarding vaccines and testing at home.
Please click here to view the letter

Vaccines for 12-15 year olds
We have been contacted to roll out the Vaccine to 1215’s and further information will be sent out with your
child as soon as the date is confirmed. Please click here
and read the booklet below for more information.

Regular Testing of students at home
Please can we remind parents that Secondary
students should continue to take home tests twice per
week and report the results to NHS Track and Trace
and to school by emailing:
studentstestresults@arkvictoria.org

Term dates
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wednesday 20th October - School breaks up
for half term
Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd October School Inset days
Monday 1st November - School re-opens
Friday 19th November - School Inset day
Friday 3rd December - School Inset day
Friday 17th December - School breaks up for
Christmas Holiday

Click the images above to apply for free school meals.
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Recommended Reads
Key Stage 2 Fiction Pick
The Murderer’s Ape by Jakob
Wegelius is a wonderful read that
has already been enjoyed by many
pupils in year 5 and 6. Remarkable
characters, an engrossing plot and
exquisite
illustrations
come
together to make this a truly
memorable read.
The book tells the story of Sally
Jones, a very talented ape, as she
sets out to avenge the wrongful conviction of her best
friend in a journey which takes her from the bustling
port of Lisbon across oceans to the steamy jungles of
India and back again.
If you love adventures, don’t hesitate to read this one!
Key Stage 1 Fiction Pick
A story which has been greatly
enjoyed by pupils in year 2 has
been The Great Paper Caper by
Oliver Jeffers. Pupils are pulled
into a world of mystery and
intrigue as life in the forest
begins to change:
trees
mysteriously lose their branches,
whole tree trunks start to
disappear and homes are lost.
The forest dwellers must investigate…
Who is the perpetrator of this heinous crime? Will
justice be done?
Non-Fiction Pick
Adventure Starts at Bedtime,
written
by
award-winning
journalist
and
real-life
adventurer Ness Knight, is a
jaw-dropping collection of 30
true stories of daring and
danger.
Sure to inspire and enthral in equal measure!
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