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Thought for the week:  

‘I alone cannot change the world, but I can cast a stone across the waters 
create many ripples.’ Mother Teresa   

Principal’s Message 

Happy new year to you all and welcome to the spring 
term. I always enjoy the spring term as it brings with it 
the promise of longer days, sunshine (eventually) and 
the real impact of all that hard work in the autumn 
term. Our pupils have come back focused and 
determined to learn and make progress, despite some 
of the challenges which the latest Covid variant has 
brought about. 

It is important that all our pupils attend school every 
day, so long as they are not displaying symptoms or 
have tested positive. Having continuity and 
consistency in their education will really support them 
as we move towards our summer assessments and 
exams. It is also important for building relationships 
and for accessing the wider curriculum, including 
enrichment, house activities and our important charity 
work. 

On that note, huge congratulations to our Y9 Envision 
team who won the Birmingham Envision competition 
– a competition which saw them fundraise for the 
charity Better Pathways. We are extremely proud of 
the team’s hard work, skills and dedication and of Mr 
Parkar’s leadership. 

Our school council are continuing their work with 
Citizens UK and Mr Ibrahim, our Community 
Engagement Lead, is planning lots of community 
events and activities, so our pupils can fully engage in 
developing their community spirit and their values. 
There are plans for more litter picks, a celebration of 
World Earth Day, further collaboration with Tyseley 
Energy Centre and activities around the 
Commonwealth Games. Look out for an invitation to 
our next Parents’ Coffee morning, where we will be 
discussing some of this work. As Mother Teresa says 
we ‘can cast a stone…to create many ripples’. 

This is a busy term where we’ll see our Y6 and our Y11 
pupils prepare in earnest for their formal assessments 
and exams after Easter, Y9 will choose their GCSE 
option choices and we will continue our important 
work on reading throughout the school. 

Thank you as ever for your support – I hope to see 
some of you at our next coffee morning and at our 
various parents’ evenings, which once transmission 
rates reduce, we hope to hold in school again. 

Ms E. McSorley 
Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

www.arkvictoria.org  |  3   

Primary Headteachers welcome 

A warm welcome back to all of our 
families, I hope you enjoyed the holidays 
and that your children were as excited to 
return as we were to have them back.  I 
really enjoyed spending time with my 
family and having the chance to read some 
amazing children’s books over the holidays. I loved 
reading Pax by Sarah PennyPacker which is a beautiful 
adventure story about a boy and his pet fox. We have 
this in our reading vending machine so any children 
who write an amazing book review could have the 
chance to choose this very soon! Don’t forget to follow 
us on @arkvicreads on Twitter for more news and book 
recommendations.  

The Spring Term is always a time when we see children 
making excellent progress and staff are working very 
hard to ensure the curriculum is planned to meet the 
needs of all the children in their classes. It is very 
important that children attend school every day 
because any days absent lead to missed learning which 
can be very difficult to catch up on.  Unless your child 
has Covid symptoms, we would urge you to send them 
to school every day – it is vital that we work together 
so that children make strong progress this year and 
catch up from any learning lost over the last two years. 

Some children do require some additional support and 
we have a range of interventions running both within, 
and beyond, the school day. If your child does attend 
an intervention session before or after school, please 
do ensure they attend all sessions as these are very 
important and will enable them to catch up to where 
they need to be. 

This term, we have Year 3 swimming running – the 
children were so excited to be going on the coach to 
their swimming lessons and these have been a big 
success so far. We also have a range of after school 
clubs running in different year groups with Miss Bibi’s 

Scrabble club and Mr Busher’s Problem Solving Maths 
Clubs proving to be very popular choices! 

We know there are some parents who have requested 
places at Breakfast Club. We are currently full but do 
have a waiting list so please call the office and ask to be 
added to this if you would like a place. I would like to 
clarify that Breakfast Club places are given on a first 
come, first served basis and one of its main aims is to 
provide a healthy breakfast to those pupils who may 
not be able to have one at home.  

We have some updates in our primary staffing that I 
would like to share: Miss Green and Miss Walker are 
now Primary Deputy Head Teachers while Mrs Baker 
is on maternity leave. Miss Ward and Mr Ledingham 
are now Primary Assistant Heads and Mrs Abbas has 
been appointed as our Director of Early Years. I feel 
very lucky to have such a talented and passionate team 
who are so knowledgeable and dedicated to doing the 
best for all of the children in our care. 

And finally, here is a picture of 
Mrs Baker’s baby. He is called 
Oliver and was born on 4th 
January weighing 9lb 15ozs! Both 
he and Mrs Baker are doing very 
well and promise they will come to 
visit us soon! 

Mrs Twort 

Key Messages to Primary Parents 

Nursery 
This week in Nursery we started our new unit 'Can you 
cook it?'. Nursery have been reading the story 
'Goldilocks and the Three Bears'. Nursery have 
enjoyed reading this story and 
have had so much fun using the 
interactive whiteboard to find 
the different characters of the 
story and matching them to the 
correct words. 
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Reception 
In Reception, we have been exploring the deep, blue 
ocean. The children have had the opportunity to 
discover the different creatures that live in the ocean. 
We read the story ‘The Rainbow Fish’ which they 
enjoyed. They spoke about each character's feelings 
and emotions throughout the book. The story has a 
special message about the importance of ‘sharing’ and 
‘friendship’. We are all friends in Reception and we all 
love to share just like the Rainbow Fish!   

 

 

Year 1 
Year I have been enjoying 
reading Owl Babies. We 
have drawn the whole story 
out so we can learn it 
together. We have also 
made puppets of the 
characters so that we can 
act out the story; remembering what happens in the 
beginning, the middle, and the end. 

Year 2 
Year 2 have had a brilliant start to the term and have 
settled in well! This week in Maths, we are continuing 
with our Multiplication and Division unit. To 
introduce the children to 
division, the teachers shared 
out some sweets. The children 
were outraged at how unfairly 
this had been done and were 
able to articulate the 
importance of sharing equally! 
During our first lesson, we 
shared counters into equal 
groups, ensuring that each 
group had the same amount. 
By the end of the week, children were able to link 
multiplication and division facts.  

Year 3 
Children in Year 3 really 
enjoyed their practical lessons 
on Measure at the end of the 
last half term and the 
beginning of this one. Here, 
they are measuring classroom 
objects in mixed units of meters and centimetres.  

Year 5 
Although Year 5 have started 2022 with a very difficult 
new maths fractions topic, our students have amazed 
us with their ambition and resilience to master this 
vital concept.  Despite last studying this topic during 
online learning in the 2021 lockdown, the children 
have shown an impressive understanding and we're 
very proud of their efforts to build on their prior 
learning.  Mr Yule was particularly impressed with this 
lovely piece of work from Khayam T (5T).    Well done 
Khayam and all of our incredible Y5 students!  

A warm welcome back to our students as they embark 
on their second term of the academic year. Students 
have settled back in well at school, and the first two 
weeks have seen an increase in rewards for students in 
Key Stage 4. Well done to all of our students who have 
received positive house points and golden tickets! This 
term will be a busy term for all, including students in 
Year 11 who will be preparing for their next set of mock 
exams after the half term holiday. In the newsletter, we 
have also included a section called “Curriculum 
Spotlight on…” which looks at a subject in detail, 
including the curriculum, who teaches this subject and 
examples of great work. This newsletter focuses on 
Drama, and Mr Hopson (Head of Performing Arts) has 
shared information about the subject. Please read 
below for further details. 
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Year 7 update 
Year 7 has made an excellent start to their second term 
at Ark Victoria with over 400 positive behaviour logs 
in their first week. We are pleased to welcome Mr. 
Khan who has joined us as form tutor for 7 Zephaniah. 
We are making attendance a key focus in Year 7 and 
have just launched our "Race to Space" competition 
where form groups' attendance will be rewarded with 
points and prizes throughout the term. School success 
starts with attendance; every student should strive to 
be in school, on time, every day to achieve their full 
potential!  

Year 8 update 
It has been a positive return to school for Year 8. 
Students have been engaged in lessons as well as 
demonstrating excellent core Ark Victoria Academy 
values. Behaviour has been excellent in lessons and the 
key focus for this half-term is attendance. In these 
unprecedented times it is imperative that no learning 
is lost, and all students must strive to be in school. 
Additionally, Year 8 girls have been involved in a 5-
aside football tournament held at Waverley School and 
were able to finish runners up which included beating 
Waverley girls 4-0. Massive congratulations to Yusra 
A, Marwa A, Umama I, Jumainah K and Sumaya K on 
their excellent performances! 

Year 9 update 
Year 9 students have had a very positive start to this 
half term. Since 4th October, 13 of our Year 9 students 
have been taking part in the Envision charity 
programme where they have been working on 
fundraising money towards the charity Better 
Pathways whilst developing their own communication 
and team-work skills. All the students worked very 
hard throughout the programme and were lucky 
enough to be able to win the competition. We look 
forward to a successful rest of the year. 

Year 10 update 
Students in Year 10 have had a really good start to the 
term, the aim of this term is to ensure Year 10 get more 
rewards and positives. Year 10 have taken this 
challenge and have already gained over 300 positives 
in just 1 week! Well done Year 10!! Miss Akram and Mr 
Jones have also created a Monopoly House 
Competition to encourage a fun way to gain more 
positives which students will be starting this week, 
below is a photo of the house competition board. We 

look forward to seeing the students compete against 
each other for more positives. I would also like to 
congratulate Maaz U for having the highest pastoral 
score in the year group.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 11 update 
Year 11 students started off the term by attending their 
Masterclasses in Science and their Optional subjects.  
We were grateful to see the pupils back in school, eager 
to learn and do well. 

As you are already aware, Y11s will start their next set 
of mock exams on Monday 28th February until 
Tuesday 15th March.  As always, please continue to 
support them by ensuring that they are revising at 
home, sleeping by 10pm and drinking plenty of water. 

Last week, Year 11s had two virtual interactions with 
Solihull Sixth Form College and Birmingham 
University.  They informed our pupils about the 
different routes one could take into higher and further 
education.  The pupils asked many questions to 
Solihull Sixth Form such as ‘what percentage of 
students went to Oxford or Cambridge?’, and ‘what are 
the enrichment opportunities available at your sixth 
form?’. 

Lastly, just a gentle reminder that all pupils should 
have applied to at least two colleges, sixth forms or 
apprenticeships.  We are asking all Year 11s to make 
their third application by 18th February 2022.   



 

www.arkvictoria.org  |  6   

Secondary area of Ark Victoria Academy’s 
website 
We have added a new area on our website for each 
secondary year group, where you will be able to see an 
overview of this term’s curriculum for the year group, 
useful information such as year group events and trips, 
school day timings and school lunches, together with 
recent communications to parents. 

These will be updated soon with curriculum 
information sections specific to individual subjects 
and we hope you will find these new website areas 
interesting and informative. 

Homework for secondary students: 
This is a reminder that all homework for secondary 
students is set online, through MS Teams. All students 
have been taught how to use MS Teams, including how 
to view and complete work. Please ensure that your 
child is using their school device to complete their 
homework; we will be monitoring the usage of the 
devices and completion of homework for each subject. 
If you have any questions about devices, please contact 
Miss Moody. If you have any questions about 
homework for a specific subject, please contact the 
Head of Department for that subject. If you have 
general questions about homework, please contact 
Mrs Lee. 

Secondary Behaviour 
If your child is receiving regular detentions, please 
speak to them to offer support.  If you are concerned, 
and your child's form teacher or head of year has not 
already contacted you to discuss their behaviour, 
please call school and ask to speak to the head of year. 

In the last 10 days, Secondary students have received 
486 detentions 86% for a C1 or a C2 with 50% of the C1 
detentions being for lateness. It is essential that 
parents support us to get the children in school on 
time, please aim to get your child on to the school site 
by 08.10 at the latest. 

 

 

 

 

 

Stages  Example of incidents  Consequen
ces  

Warning  

• Forgotten equipment 

• Talking over the 
teacher 

• Disturbing others 

• Calling out 

(Verbal 
warning) 

Stage 1 
(C1)  

• Second failure to meet 
expectations 

• Lateness 

• Not following the 
seating plan 

• Dropping litter 

 

15-minute 
detention  

Stage 2 
(C2) 

• No homework 

• Ignoring staff 
instructions 

• Refusal to follow 
requests 

• Incessant chatter 

• Chewing gum 

• Dropping litter 

30-minute 
detention  

Stage 3 
(C3) 

• Failure to attend 
detention 

• Persistent 
attitude/behaviour 

• Constant lack of 
work/homework 

• Truanting lesson 

60-minute 
detention  

Stage 4 
(C4) 

Friday only 

• Abusive language 
(Peers/staff) 

• Racist language 

• Homophobic 
language 

• Physical aggression 
(Peers/staff) 

• Severe disruption to 
learning 

• Persistent truancy 

• Severe disruption 

Central 
SLT 

detention 
90 minutes 
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Spotlight on: Drama 
Our department comprises of 2 Teachers: Mr Hopson 
who teaches Y7 – Y11 and Miss Pirosca who teaches 7 
Tolkien. 

This half term, we are studying Mime and Melodrama 
in Year 7 and Year 8, and in Year 9 we are studying and 
performing the play Our Day Out by Willy Russell, 
which follows a class of school children on a school 
trip.  

KS3 pupils have improved their confidence, acting 
skills and oracy whilst performing extracts and 
characters from a text. Jamal in 7 Cadbury has recently 
commented on how “Drama has really helped my 
confidence in school and in life”, which is one of our 
primary goals as a department. 

KS3 students have produced some excellent practical 
work so far this year and here is a selection of images. 

These Year 7 students are 
using their confidence and 
acting skills to become 
Heroes and Villains in our 
Melodrama curriculum.   

Year 9 students performing 
a bullying scene to help 
them experience and 
empathise with someone 
who has suffered bullying in 
real life. 

Our Year 11 students are busy creating an original 
performance for their practical exam next month. They 
have also recently been on a Theatre visit to the 
Crescent Theatre to see a production of James and the 
Giant Peach and will use this analysis in their written 
examination this summer.  

Year 11 students attending 
a production of James and 
the Giant Peach at the 
Crescent Theatre 

If you have any questions about Drama, please 
contact me at any time. 

Mr Hopson 

l.hopson@arkvictoria.org  

Breakfast Club for Secondary Students 
We have joined up with Family Action to deliver the 
National School Breakfast Programme at Ark Victoria 
for secondary students starting from Tuesday 25th 
January 2022. Breakfast items will be available free of 
charge for all secondary students each day from 
7.50am to 8.10am in the Talbot dining halls. Students 
should arrive at Talbot Gate for entry please. 

It has been proven that students who regularly eat 
breakfast are able to concentrate better during their 
classes and achieve more from their education. 

Parents have been sent a letter and asked to complete 
this form here if your child will be attending these 
sessions before Friday 21st January 2022 4.00pm, or 
as soon as possible afterwards, so that we know how 
many students to cater for. 

PE (secondary) Extra-curricular activities in 
Spring Term 2022: 

All students need to be in school PE kit and bring a 
drink with them. 

School Games Competition/Event Dates: 

• Secondary Boccia & Kurling – Wednesday 16th 
February 10-2pm 

• Year 8/9 Girls Football - Monday 24th January 
4-6pm at Bordesley Green Girls 

• KS3 Girls Handball - Monday 7th March 4-
6pm at Bordesley Green Girls 

• Year 7/8 Netball - Thursday 17th March 4-6pm 
at Bordesley Green Girls 

• Year 9/10 Netball - Thursday 24th March 4-
6pm at Bordesley Green Girls 

Day Time Year Group Activity 

Monday 3.15-4.14 Girls Badminton 

Monday  3.15-4.15 10 

Duke of 
Edinburgh 
Expedition 

training 

Wednesday 3.15-4.15 Y7/Y8 Tennis 

Wednesday  3.15-4.15 Y9 Boys Football 

Thursday 3.15-4.15 Y8 Boys Football 

Thursday  3.15-4.30 KS3 Girls Football 

mailto:l.hopson@arkvictoria.org
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTOvJEGBIfWVAm_kgtQUKNoFUREdPSUFYMEJPT0tKNU5QRkk4WEZTUEdETS4u


 

www.arkvictoria.org  |  8   

Y7/Y8 Girls Football '5'-a-side Tournament 
@Waverley  
 

Holy Trinity 1 'v' Ark Victoria 0 
Our starting match was against a strong Holy Trinity 
side. The girls were really nervous before the start of 
the match but as soon as they got into their rhythm 
they played some very good football. They were well 
organised, communicated well, and were very 
unlucky not to score in the first half. Holy Trinity 
gained control of the game in the second half and 
were very lucky to get a deflected goal that Jumainah 
(GK) could not keep out. A very good start for the 
girls and lots of positives to take into the next game 
against Waverley Girls. 
 
Waverley Girls 0  'v' Ark Victoria 4 
What a performance!! The girls were fantastic from 
start to finish. They started the first half in full throttle 
and really took the game to Waverley. They passed the 
ball around confidently and continually put pressure 
on their opponents. This pressure was justly rewarded 
when Saima (2) and Marwa put AVA 3-0 up at half 
time. In the second half, the girls continued their 
dominant play and despite some slight pressure from 
Waverley were able to score another goal through 
Sumaya. A special mention to Jumainah (GK) and 
Yusra (Defender) who were brilliant in thwarting every 
Waverley attack. A brilliant 4-0 performance and 
outstanding effort from everyone. Lots of positives to 
build on and take forward into the next event. 

Captain: Yusra 

Vice Captain: Umamah 

Player of the match 'v' Holy Trinity: Yusra 

Player of the match 'v' Waverley: Jumainah 

Each school had to nominate players from the other 
schools for showing the school games values. Our girls 
were exceptional in their teamwork and 
sportswomanship all receiving recognition for this. 
Some of girls were also nominated more than once - 
well done all those who took part, you did yourselves, 
the PE department and Ark Victoria proud and came 
away with some excellent results! 

Teamwork: Jumainah, Sumaya, Umamah, Yusra, 
Marwa, Hibaq, Saima 

Respect: Umamah, Yusra 

Honesty: Saima 

Central Sports Partnership current points 
table: 

Year 8 Boys Football Team 
Next Fixture: January 2022 'v' Plantsbrook 
venue/date TBC 

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award! 
The Duke of Edinburgh Award is open to Year 9 
students for registration on the course.  

Our first meeting took place on Wednesday 
19/01/2022. Students were introduced to the different 
sections and started to think and discuss what they 
might like to do. Registration on the dofe.org website 
has started so students can start their DofE journey. 
Good Luck to all our new participants! 

If you have any questions, please speak to Ms 
Coughlan (DofE Manager) or see our students MS 
Teams page. 
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Covid-19 Update 
We sent an update yesterday to parents explaining that 
due to the current transmission rates in school, we are 
keeping our current measures in place, to keep all in 
our community safe.  
 
This letter can be viewed here 
 
Reminders: 

• Face covering must be worn at all times by 
secondary students 

• Secondary students should continue to carry 
out Lateral Flow Tests (LFTs) every 3-4 days at 
home 

• Please do not send your child into school if they 
have tested positive with an LFD test 

• Please report all LFD results to school via 
studenttestresults@arkvictoria.org, and the 
NHS via https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-
result 

• Please do not send your child to school if they 
have any symptoms of Covid 19 and test them 
with an LFD if possible 

• Do not send your child into school if they have 
been asked to self-isolate until the agreed 
return date 

• If your child is a close contact of someone who 
has tested positive for Covid -19 please ensure 
they take an LFD test before they come to 
school each day for 7 days 

• If you need to visit school for a pre-arranged 
meeting, then please take an LFD test and 
bring proof of the negative result on the day of 
your meeting and wear a face covering at all 
times when on school premises 

• Please avoid visiting the school site apart from 
at the usual drop off and pick up times, 
including to bring lunches/PE kits etc which 
students should bring with them in the 
morning 

 
These measures will help to keep as many students in 
schools receiving face-to-face education as possible. 
We will continue to maintain rigorous cleaning and 
hygiene levels at school and do everything we can to 
keep everyone safe. 
 
Thank you for your co-operation and support. 
 
 
 

Second vaccinations for 12-15 year olds 
For your information, the school will again be the 
venue for the School Immunisations team who will be 
administering the 2nd Covid-19 vaccination doses for 
those students who have given consent on 15/2/22. 
 
Consent forms for the second vaccination will be sent 
out for all 12 to 15 year old students again. 
 
If you would like your child to receive the 1st 
vaccination dose, and they did not have this 
previously, please complete and return the signed 
consent back to school. 
 
We will be sending further details to parents with 
consent forms in due course. 
 
Academy Inset days 2021-2022 
 

• Friday 11th February 2022 (Ark inset day) 

• Monday 25th April 2022 (School inset day) 

• Friday 1st July 2022 (Ark inset day) 

Spring Term dates 

• 21st-25th February 2022 Half term 

• 8th April 2022 End of term 

Parking near school  
Please can we remind parents to park safely and 
considerately when picking up and dropping off 
children at the academy.  
 
We have noticed parents have been parking on the zig 
zags outside school, and also cars are sometimes 
parked in the middle of the road etc. 
 
Traffic police patrol the area and carry out spot checks 
at times; potentially fining any motorists not showing 
due care to our students and families. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://arkvictoria.org/news/covid-19-reminders-letter-190122
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
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Attendance Matters 
Ark Victoria attendance has been significantly 
impacted by COVID related illness since returning in 
January 2022, dropping to 85.5%. I am appealing to 
all parents to send their child/children to school every 
day unless it is necessary to keep them at home. Below 
are some examples of the reasons given for keeping 
children at home; this is not necessary, and children 
should attend school where possible: 
• Cold sores  
• Conjunctivitis 
• Ear infection 
• Hand, foot, and mouth disease 
• Head lice and nits 
• Impetigo 
• Ringworm 
• Slapped cheek syndrome 
• Sore throat 
• Threadworms  
The Ark Victoria Academy attendance team are here to 
advise and support you; if you are unsure whether to 
send your child to school, please contact us and we will 
do our best to offer you guidance on what to do. We 
will continue to work in partnership with parents and 
Birmingham City Council to ensure all children return 
to school following a difficult previous year. Failure to 
work with the school and continued absence may 
result in the School and the Local Authority taking 
legal action. Lost time in the classroom is a lost 
opportunity to learn. 

‘’Poor attendance at school can have a hugely 
damaging effect, and children who attend 
school regularly are nearly four times more 
likely to achieve five or more good GCSEs than 
those who are regularly absent."   
(Department for Education). 
 

Free School Meals  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click the images above to apply for free school meals.  

 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
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Primary Recommended Read 
Key Stage 2 Fiction 
The Hatmakers by Tamzin Merchant 

Tamzin Merchant takes readers on a 
journey into a spellbinding world 
brimming with magic and wonder, 
perfect for fans of Nevermoor, A 
Pinch of Magic and Harry Potter. 

The Hatmakers is also sure to delight 
Year 6 children who enjoyed studying 
Ross Mackenzie’s The Elsewhere Emporium in Year 5 
last year.  Similarly, Year 5s who are studying The 
Elsewhere Emporium this year will undoubtedly find 
enjoyment in Tamzin Merchant’s story. 

The story tells of Cordelia, a young girl who comes 
from a long line of magical milliners, who weave 
alchemy and enchantment into every hat. 

In Cordelia's world, Making - crafting items such as 
hats, cloaks, watches, boots and gloves from magical 
ingredients - is a rare and ancient skill, and only a few 
special Maker families remain. 

However, Cordelia’s world is turned upside down 
when her father is lost at sea.  She embarks on a 
journey to find him and therein begins this great 
adventure…Not only is this our recommended read for 
Key Stage 2, but it’s the pick for our primary staff book 
club, so be sure to ask your teacher for their views on 
the story!  

Key Stage 1 Fiction 
Ossiri and the Bala Mengro 

A Traveller girl creates her own musical 
instrument from a willow branch and 
lots of recycled objects. She plays it 
enthusiastically, but it sounds terrible!  
Ignoring warnings not to awaken the 
ogre in the hills, Ossiri goes there to 
practise playing her instrument. Will 
she wake the ogre, and will it appreciate her playing?  

Told by a Romani storyteller and a picture book 
author, this original tale offers a fascinating insight 
into travelling lifestyles and cultures. 

Secondary recommended read 
The Light Between Worlds by Laura E 
Weymouth 
Sisters Evelyn and Philippa return home after 
spending six years in a fantasy land living in a forest 
with trappings of myth and magic. Britain after World 
War II is unfamiliar and not at all what they expected. 
How will they adjust to the sharp realities of their new 
life? This book is recommended for fans of fantasy 
such as the Lord of the Rings and the Chronicles of 
Narnia...  

MR ALIPOUR’S PUZZLES 17/12/2021 
Are you excited about learning Maths?  

Are you inspired to receive more golden tickets?  

Then ask your parents and your teachers to help you 
with solving Mr Alipour’s puzzles! 

Once done, simply email your answers to: 

 r.alipour@arkvictoria.org  

The first five students with correct answers to my 
puzzles will receive golden tickets and their names will 
be published in the next school newsletter.  

Challenging, however fun, Maths puzzles will be 
posted in our regular newsletters, and you will be able 
to see the answers in the next newsletter.  

Let’s see who the Maths geniuses are! 

Previous results 
Well done to Adam in Year 11, Hamza and Pritom in 
Year 10, and Sulaiman in Year 8, for getting correct 
answers to my last puzzles. These students now have 
won golden tickets! So, try my next puzzles and send 
me your answers. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:r.alipour@arkvictoria.org
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Last puzzles answers:  
Puzzle 1 
We had extra fractions offered by above students: 

• 10 80/10 Ten And Eighty Tenths has 18 letters 

• 24 66/11 Twenty Four And Sixty Six Elevenths 
has 30 letters 

• 28 36/12 Twenty Eight And Thirty Six Twelfths 
has 31 letters 

• 29 52/13 Twenty Nine And Fifty Two 
Thirteenths has 33 letters 

• 27 70/14 Twenty Seven And Seventy 
Fourteenths has 32 letters 

• 28 30/15 Twenty Eight And Thirty Fifteenths 
has 30 letters 

• 32 17/17 Thirty Two And Seventeen 
Seventeenths has 33 letters 

Puzzle 2 

 

Here are two more for you to try: 

Puzzle 3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Puzzle 4 
 

 

 

 

The solution to this 
problem is already 
given to you. However, 
since this is a cube, 

explain why angle 𝜽 is 

not equal to 𝟒𝟓𝒐 ? 

1 
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