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Thought for the week:  
The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others. 
Mahatma Gandhi 

Principal’s Message 
What a difference some sunshine makes – I hope you have 
all enjoyed some time outdoors in this glorious weather. Our 
pupils have certainly made the most of the fine weather with 
sports and playtimes in the sun. We have a lot to share and 
to celebrate in this newsletter, which is fantastic! 

Our Comic Relief Day on March 18th was a real triumph – 
students enjoyed a day of fun activities in their own clothes, 
raising money for charity. The school in total raised 
£1120.00 on Comic relief day which is a fantastic effort – 
well done Ark Victoria! 

The next day, on Saturday 19th March, our school hosted a 
prestigious annual event, researchED Birmingham, with 
750 educators attending a wide range of presentations. The 
conference had over 70 speakers including David Didau, 
Daisy Christodolou, Mary Myatt and Becky Allen. The day 
itself was a huge success and we received amazing feedback 
about our pupils, staff and school:    

• ‘Thank you so much to the amazing staff and 
students for looking after us so well.’  

• ‘Fantastic day all round. Thanks for having us - and 
a particular thanks to all the (very charming) 
students and the excellent catering staff’  

• a HUGE thanks to the wonderful staff and students 
of @ArkVicAcademy who were amazingly helpful 
and delightful ������ @researchEDBrum 

• 'Massive congratulations to the researchED team 
and all the staff and pupils at Ark Victoria on a 
brilliant conference. And the food was awesome!' 

• 'Particular thanks to the staff of Ark Victoria who 
looked after us and fed us a superb lunch, and to the 
exemplary student helpers who were an absolute 
credit to their school.' 

It was inspiring to see the teaching community (including 
many of our own teachers!) come together to learn and to 
share practice and research. It was also fantastic to see our 
students exemplify our Ark Victoria values – we are so 
proud of the team 
below and how well 
they represented our 
school and served the 
delegates and 
presenters so 
wonderfully. 

This week, we’ve also had a review team, made up of 
headteachers and senior leaders in our regional network, 
into our school to see how well we are doing. I am pleased to 
report that they were very impressed with what they saw 
from both staff and students, citing that ‘in all key stages 
culture is very strong, with warm relationships between 
pupils and staff; in every lesson, pupils were on task and 
engaged.’ ‘Pupils and staff are happy and feel cared for.’ 
They praised the approaches to Reading which are given a 
consistently high priority across the academy, and they 
talked about teachers’ strong subject knowledge and focus 
on vocabulary, which is used effectively by pupils too.  They 
praised our learning environments, which are neat, tidy and 
organised throughout the academy, and used effectively to 
support learning and they reflected on the high standards of 
presentation, effort and organisation in pupil work, which 
was evident across the school. I am very proud of the 
feedback – well done to all involved! 

Y11 and Y6 pupils have also been working hard as the date 
of their final assessments for SATs and GCSEs move ever 
closer. Y11 have a Parents’ evening on Thursday 31st March 
where we will share their latest mock exam results and 
targets to secure success for the summer exams, please 
make sure you book your appointments, as this is a vital 
meeting ahead of the GCSEs. Pupils in Y6 and Y11 will be 
invited to attend Easter classes running from Monday 11th 
April to Thursday 14th (Wednesday 13th for primary pupils) 
to support with the revision and preparation; your support 
with this will be most appreciated. All Y6 and Y11 pupils 
need to finalise their revision timetables and ensure they are 
prepared for their examinations. 

Ms E. McSorley 
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Primary Headteachers welcome 
How lovely that the sun is shining 
and Spring has finally arrived!  The 
children in the Early Years have 
been enjoying the warm weather, 
continuing their learning outside 
as well as welcoming some new arrivals…our eagerly 
awaited chicks have finally hatched.  The children have been 
very excited to see the chicks growing over the last week, 
observing the changes and learning about life cycles. Rosie 
the chick even loves reading as much as the children at Ark 
Victoria!  

We have also had a visit from the “Animal 
Man” who introduced the children to a 
range of exciting animals.  The children 
learnt lots of new facts and did some 
fantastic descriptive writing about 
Hamza the frog. I can’t believe how brave 
our pupils in Reception were!  

From our youngest primary pupils, to the oldest…Year 6 
have been working incredibly hard in preparation for the 
Key Stage 2 SATs. This has included starting the day early 
for interventions followed by focused work in class each day.  
In addition to this, some of our pupils – and teachers -are 
coming in for additional lessons every Saturday. The 
children showed such a positive 
attitude last weekend and I know 
all of their hard work will pay off.  
Here are some of the children 
enjoying a well deserved break in 
the sunshine last Saturday!  

We are very excited that next week will be our first face to 
face Parents’ Evening for some time. We cannot wait to 
welcome you all into the classrooms. I am sure you will be 
looking forward to seeing your children’s books and meeting 
with their class teacher.  Our pastoral team will also be 
available if you have any questions or need any additional 
support.  If you have an early appointment, please do enjoy 
some refreshments in Oldknow Hall while you are waiting.  
Please look out for our new curtains in the Hall which look 
fantastic! 

I was very pleased to see the book 
recommendation from Mr Ledingham this 
week is Orphans of the Tide – I am currently 
reading this and it is brilliant! My next read is 
going to be The Last Wild by Piers Torbay 
which was recommended to be me by Khayam 
T in 5T. Khayam is clearly an avid reader and 
I really enjoyed listening to his recommendation!  

I am very excited to announce that pupils from Ark Victoria 
are going to be famous!  Some of our pupils were filmed 
yesterday for an upcoming CBBC series called One Zoo 
Three. The children were filmed telling jokes – some of 
which they had written themselves! Make 
sure you watch out for this new series 
coming soon.  

Mrs Twort 

Key Messages to Primary Parents 
Reception Update  
Our topic in Reception this term has been 
very exciting! We have been learning all 
about Spring and how to take care of, and 
concern for, living things and the 
environment. It was brought to life by 
Reception having the opportunity to 
watch some real-life chicks hatch from 
their eggs and making sure to take good 
care of them! The “Animal Man” also 
paid a little visit and Reception had the experience to hold 
animals and hear some interesting facts. Did you know that 
a chameleon’s tongue is one and half times the length of his 
body! 

Year 1 Update  
Year 1 have been learning to measure using 
different units of measurement including 
their hands. They have had to make 
predictions, use the correct vocabulary and 
be accurate in their measurements.  

Year 2 Update  
In Year 2, we’ve been learning to 
read the time on an analogue clock. 
We started off by looking at o'clock 
and half past. After that, we used 
our knowledge of quarters (from our fractions unit) to be 
able to read the time to 15-minute intervals. The children 
have become super confident with this and are eager to show 
off this learning!  
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Year 3 Update 
Year 3 performed a singing assembly 
last week for children in Year 1 and had 
a special visitor - Joanne Kilpatrick is a 
music lead from the Ark Trust. She was 
very impressed with the music 
provision here at Ark Victoria and was 
blown away by the children’s 
performance! Well done Year 3! 

Year 4 Update 
Thank you to all the parents/carers who were able to get 
costumes for the children who dressed up as Anglo-Saxons 
on our History day. The children looked amazing and they 
had a fantastic day! 

We spent the day enjoying a range of immersive activities 
such as making helmets, designing and painting shields.  
Alongside this, we had an Anglo Saxon workshop.  Our 
visitors were very impressed 
with the knowledge the 
children had and how 
inquisitive they were.  To end 
the day, we gathered 
together to re-enact a shield 
wall ready for battle! The 
Year 4 staff and children had 
a very enjoyable day.   

Year 5 Update  
Year 5 have been busily preparing for their Spring 2 
assessments, and we're extremely proud of how they've 
modelled our core values of ambition, resilience and 
kindness.  Every child has shown a real desire to achieve the 
best possible outcome for themselves, and the way they have 
supported each other has been lovely to see.  We now look 
forward to our very exciting canoeing trip coming up just 
before the well-earned Easter break.  We also look forward 
to meeting our Year 5 parents next week to showcase some 
of the fantastic work the children have been doing. 

Year 6 Update 
In our unit on Classification and Evolution, 
Year 6 carried out a ‘Battle of the Beaks’ 
investigation to find which beak is best 
suited for each food source.  Darwin was able 
to see, through the Galápagos finches, how a 
species of bird with these adaptations, found 
nowhere else in the world, had adapted to 
survive on oceanic islands. 

We used chopsticks, scissors, spoons and clothes pegs to 
pick up different items (pasta, rice, elastic bands, paper clips 
and cubes).  

Primary Pastoral and Student Wellbeing 
Newsletter 
We would like to give a massive shout out to the following 
students who have the highest positive points:   

Year 1 -Hanad 1W 

Year 2 - Saad 2T 

Year 3 - Yusuf 3Z 

Year 4 - Aizah 4W 

Year 5 - Unaysah 5T, Rizwan 5T 

Year 6 - Shakif 6Y 

Well done, we are proud of you - keep up the good work! 

There are lots of things that children can do, to gain positive 
points. The Ark Victoria values include being Ambitious, 
Resilient and Kind.  Have a think about how you can 
demonstrate our Ark Values. Have you been ambitious 
recently?  Have you shown resilience, or have you been kind 
to someone in your class? Miss Foster, Mr Keen and I, are 
very excited to hear about all the different ways that you 
have demonstrated the Ark Values. All the teachers in school 
will be looking out to see these qualities and you will be 
rewarded with positive points. 

Lunchtime and after school clubs 
The pastoral team have been working hard to get lunch time 
and after school clubs up and running.  

We will be offering a selection of clubs such as Mentoring 
through Art and Sport, a Mindfulness club, Yoga club, 
Dancing club, Football club and many more. We hope that 
all of the children will be able to find a club that is right for 
them. You will receive a letter for your child, which means 
that they have been invited to one of the after-school clubs. 
Some of you may have already received a letter from Miss 
Foster regarding the Mentoring through Art and Sport, after 
school club. 

For lunchtime clubs, the pastoral team will give the children 
the opportunity to sign up to these, based on their interests. 
All clubs will begin after the half term break (w/b 25th April 
2022.) 
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Attendance 
Attendance figures have fallen 
recently for Primary pupils.  
Please see the table below, 
which shows the number of 
days missing from school, 
linked to attendance 
percentage: 

 

School Attendance for last week 

We want our children to have a positive experience of school 
and to be able to reach their full potential. In order for them 
to achieve, it is important that they attend school regularly.  

We hope that you will continue to support us with 
attendance by ensuring that your child is in school every day 
and on time. 

Play Leaders 
We are excited to be re-launching our play leaders’ scheme, 
which gives a select few of our children the opportunity to 
be responsible for distributing and organising all of our 
break and lunchtime equipment.  

The selection process requires our children to write a formal 
letter of application and to be interviewed if their letters 
impress us!  All successful applicants will receive their play 
leaders’ badges and full play leader training which will be 
delivered by Mr. Keen.  The deadline for the letter is Friday 
25th March 2022. 

All of our children are very excited about the prospect of 
being play leaders and we look forward to reading their 
application letters. 

Healthy Eating 
We understand that providing a packed lunch can be 
difficult, and we encourage parents to be aware of the 

nutritional content of foods going into lunch boxes. More 
information on this, and ideas for a healthy lunchbox, will 
be sent to parents soon. 

Wellbeing Tips 
Relaxation Activity: The Shoulder Shrug  

• Ask your child to sit or stand in a comfortable 
position.  

• Ask them to breathe in and lift their shoulders 
towards their ears.  

• Hold this position.  
• Ask them to breathe out with a big sigh and release 

their shoulders.  
• Repeat three times 

Self-Kindness 
Being kind to others often comes naturally but being kind to 
ourselves may not. So, with that in mind, here are 10 ways 
to show yourself some kindness – this week and beyond. 

1. Talk kindly to yourself.  
2. Practice gratitude.  
3. Perform acts of kindness to others.                                                
4. Reflect daily.  
5. Self-care.  
6. Be responsible for yourself.  
7. Invest in your interests. 
8. Practice mindfulness. 
9. Spend time in or around nature.  
10. Think of the opportunities. 

Movie Recommendation 
The pastoral team are extremely 
passionate about meeting the children's 
needs through various resources.  

Last week we recommended a book- 
‘The Huge Bag of Worries’ which taught 
the children about feeling anxious and how to manage those 
emotions.  

This week we have chosen a movie which will help the 
children to understand how different scenarios can invoke 
different emotions. ‘Inside Out’ is a great movie to help the 
children to understand the 5 main emotions – Joy, Sadness, 
Fear, Anger and Disgust.  

All these emotions live inside Riley, a character in the film, 
and the children will be able to watch how Riley manages 
her feelings.  

Mrs Kumar, Primary Pastoral Lead 

 

YEAR 4  YEAR 5  YEAR 6  

4 C 98.08% 5 C 90.84% 6 S 97.70% 
4 S 97.41% 5T 95.56% 6 T 96.93% 
4 W 97.04% 5 W 96.34% 6 Y 94.46% 
4 Z 88.62% 5 Y 92.31% 6 Z 94.83% 
Total % 95.14%  93.76%  95.96

% 
 

YEAR 1  YEAR 
2 

 YEAR 
3 

 

1 S 84.52% 2 C 90.83% 3 S 91.72% 
1 T 96.13% 2S 95.83% 3 T 92.67% 
1 W 85.71% 2T 84.17% 3 Y 91.67% 
  2W 99.17% 3 Z 93.33% 
Total % 88.89%  92.50%  92.35% 
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This half term continues to be filled with hard work, 
engaging clubs and activities, and opportunities for students 
to demonstrate their leadership. Last week, we hosted 
ResearchED, which is an event where researchers, teachers, 
and policy makers come together for a day of information-
sharing and learning. Delegates who attended the event 
were very impressed with our student ambassadors, who 
demonstrated our values of being ambitious, resilient and 
kind. Please read below for further details on each year 
group. 

Year 7 update 
Students have continued to have a positive half term with 
the form groups competing against each other for the most 
house points; currently in first place is 7 Tolkien with an 
amazing 252 house points! The students with the highest 
pastoral score are; Salma M, Towshif Ali B and Talha A. The 
Head of Year star of the week was Hifza A - well done Hifza! 
We hope Year 7 continue to have a positive term. 

Year 8 update 
As we come to the end of the spring term, Year 8 students 
have remained focussed on their education. The number of 
house points and golden tickets awarded to students 
continues to improve and students are being recognised for 
their academic achievements. Congratulations to the 
following students who were awarded ‘Student of the Week’: 

• 8 Cadbury – Umika R 
• 8 Simmonds – Nasrat A 
• 8 Tolkien – Maryum A 
• 8 Watt – Marfur R 
• 8 Yousafzai – Khairun B 
• 8 Zephaniah – Zaccarria Al H, Mohammed A, 

Nusaybah C, Juhe H, Sophia K and Omar Y. 

Our focus for the remainder of the term is homework; 
ensuring that it is completed on time and students are 
asking for support if required. Thank you to parents who 
continually monitor and support with their child’s 
homework and progress. 

Year 9 update 
Year 9's have had a positive half term so far; students are 
engaging well in their lessons and having important 
discussions with their teachers about their options choices.  

On Wednesday 23rd March our Year 9's boys took part in 
another football match where they showed determination in 
a 3-3 draw - well done to all players! 

Year 10 update 
Year 10 students have had a successful week; they all 
enjoyed the charity event with many students supporting 
and leading stalls and all students behaved amazingly and 
helped to raise a huge amount of money for charity. 

Several students also took time out of their weekend to come 
in and help during the researchED event on Saturday 19th 
March. Students were polite, very supportive and enjoyed 
their day.  I would like to say a huge thank you and a massive 
well done to the following students that supported us during 
the event: 

• Khalid D 10 Simmonds 
• Usmaan A 10 Yousafzai 
• Ilsa A 10 Simmonds 
• Mayeda C 10 Yousafzai 
• Musayyab J 10 Zephaniah 
• Mahad H 10 Zephaniah 
• Khayum F 10 Tolkien 
• Harun A 10 Tolkien 
• Zahir H 10 Yousafzai 

I hope to continue to see the Year 10 students growing 
positively throughout the year. 

Year 11 update 
Please be aware that Year 11 parents evening will now be 
taking place on Thursday 31st March. We expect 100% 
attendance as this will be the last parents evening before 
GCSE exams begin in May. 
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Attendance Matters  
Secondary attendance for this term has dipped dramatically 
to 92%, with persistent absence at the highest recorded level 
for Ark Victoria. We will be working closely with those 
students and families identified to offer support, but we 
continue to appeal to all parents and carers to send their 
child/children to school every day unless it is necessary to 
keep them at home.  
 
Below are examples of reasons we are getting for keeping 
children at home which are not necessary, and the children 
should attend school: 
 
Cold sores  
Conjunctivitis 
Ear infection 
Hand, foot, and mouth disease 
Head lice and nits 
Impetigo 
Ringworm 
Slapped cheek syndrome 
Sore throat 
Threadworms  
 
The Ark Victoria Academy attendance team are here to 
advise and support you.  If you are unsure whether to send 
your child to school, please contact us and we will do our 
best to offer you guidance on what to do. We will continue 
to work in partnership with parents and Birmingham City 
Council to ensure all children return to school following a 
difficult previous year. Failure to work with the school, and 
continued absence, may result in the School and the Local 
Authority taking legal action. Lost time in the classroom is a 
lost opportunity to learn.  
 

 
‘’Poor attendance at school can have a hugely 
damaging effect, and children who attend school 
regularly are nearly four times more likely to 
achieve five or more good GCSEs than those who 
are regularly absent."   
(Department for Education). 
 

Year 11 Attendance notice 
Attendance for this half term is currently 91.6% - this is well 
below national and Ark Victoria expectations. This is 
obviously a real concern for us with only 36 school days from 
today until the students sit their first GCSE exam.  
 
Please help us to help your child achieve their potential by 
ensuring that they attend school every day. If you have any 
worries or concerns, please contact the Head of Year Miss 
Masoud. 
 
Device violations and parent supervision 
As part of our commitment to safeguard our students, we 
have software installed on all devices that is used to 
highlight any inappropriate usage. The safeguarding and 
pastoral teams monitor this in school and will speak to 
students about any inappropriate use. As parents, please 
continue to monitor what your children are using their 
devices for and report any concerns to us in school. 

Positive praise 
Over 12000 positive points have been awarded this half 
term. Well done to all of our students, that is an average of 
16 positives per student - keep it up! A big shout out to Year 
7 who are leading the way 

Secondary Behaviour 
If your child is receiving regular detentions, please speak to 
them to offer support.  If you are concerned, and your child's 
form teacher or Head of Year has not already contacted you 
to discuss behaviour, please call school and ask to speak to 
the Head of Year. 
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Spotlight on: Geography 
Our department comprises of 2 teachers: Miss S Addy and 
Miss K Ward. 

This half term, we are studying Urbanisation in Year 7, 
Climate Change in Year 8, Development Disparity in Year 9, 
Urban World in Year 10, and Fieldwork in Year 11. 

Our students have produced some excellent work this half 
term; particularly focussing on the skill of explaining 
geographical ideas. As you can see in the exemplar below 
from 8 Zephaniah, our students are making some excellent 
progress on this in lessons. 

 

If you have any questions about Geography, please 
contact me. 

Miss Addy 

s.addy@arkvictoria.org  

 

Stages  Example of incidents  Consequences  

Warning 
• Forgotten 

equipment 
• Talking over the 

teacher 
• Disturbing 

others 
• Calling out 

(Verbal 
warning) 

Stage 1 
(C1) 

• Second failure to 
meet 
expectations 

• Lateness 
• Not following the 

seating plan 
• Dropping litter 

 

15-minute 
detention 

Stage 2 
(C2) 

• No homework 
• Ignoring staff 

instructions 
• Refusal to follow 

requests 
• Incessant chatter 
• Chewing gum 
• Dropping litter 

30-minute 
detention 

Stage 3 
(C3) 

• Failure to attend 
detention 

• Persistent 
attitude/behavio
ur 

• Constant lack of 
work/homework 

• Truanting lesson 

60-minute 
detention 

Stage 4 
(C4) 
Friday only 

• Abusive language 
(Peers/staff) 

• Racist language 
• Homophobic 

language 
• Physical 

aggression 
(Peers/staff) 

• Severe 
disruption to 
learning 

• Persistent 
truancy 

• Severe 
disruption 

Central SLT 
detention 
90 minutes 

mailto:s.addy@arkvictoria.org
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PE (secondary) Extra-curricular activities in 
Spring Term 2022: 

 A reminder that all students need to be in school PE 
kit and bring a drink with them. 

School Games Competition/Event Dates: 
• 28/03/2022 KS3 Girls Handball Tournament 

@ Bordesley Green Girls School 

Level 3 School Games Competition (Regional 
Finals) 
On 30/03/2022 we have been selected to represent the 
Central Sports Partnership at the indoor sports hall 
Athletics finals in Year 7 & 8. This event is for both boys and 
girls and will be an excellent opportunity for our students to 
compete against some of the best schools in the region. We 
are honoured to have been selected and to be taking part. 
Good Luck to all those who will be attending! 

Central Sports Partnership current points 
table: 
 

 

 

 

Year 9 Leadership of the Year 1 Multi skills 
Festival 
This was our second Leadership Event where our girls led 
sports activities for around 500 Year 1 students across the 
day as part of the Central Sports Partnership School Games 
Event. From doing announcements and countdowns, to 
overseeing the music, score keeping, encouraging the 
students, timing events and generally being friendly and 
approachable, the girls did it all! They were confident and 
fair, well organised and engaging at each of the stations.  

For some of the girls this was their second Leadership event, 
and they will now be awarded their Silver Sports Leaders 
Award. Congratulations to Ayman, Nimra, Sanae, Malaika, 
Saira, Lamees, Zoha, Faten & Shayma on your Silver 
Awards.  

Fardowsa, Najma & Manahil have also achieved their 
Bronze Awards!  

The PE Department are very proud of the girls and what they 
achieved so far this year. They are turning into some very 
confident and strong leaders who all embody the Ark 
Victoria Values of Ambition, Resilience and Kindness. Well 
done girls, keep up the amazing work! 

Y7 Boys Away @Heartland Academy  
The boys started strong with good positioning and 
determination. Both teams were very evenly matched. Ark 
Victoria maintained excellent possession of the ball in the 
first 10 minutes with effective passing leading to some early 
openings. Eventually Ark Victoria scored from a cross which 
was delivered by Muhzin. At half time, the score was 1-1 with 
a great strike from Heartlands centre forward, leaving no 
chance for the keeper to make a save.  

The second half started strong again with Muhamed A, Sami 
and Jamal linking well down the left side. Although Ark 
Victoria had plenty of possession, they were unable to break 
through a strong central defence from Heartlands. Ark 
Victoria battled hard, but conceded a further 3 goals. This 
did not dampen their spirits though; even in defeat they 
remained positive and showed good sportsmanship. Well 
done to everyone who played. 

Captain: Muhzin, Player of the match: Jamal 

Next Match: Rockwood Academy and Washwood Heath 
Dates TBC 

Upcoming fixtures: 
• Year 10 Handball 'v' Ark Kings 29/03/2022 
• Y9/10 Badminton 'v' Ark Kings 04/04/2022 

Day Time Year Group Activity 

Monday 3.15-4.14 Girls Badminton 

Monday  3.15-4.15 10 

Duke of 
Edinburgh 
Expedition 

training 

Tuesday 3.15 – 4.20 Y7 Boys Football 

Wednesday 3.15-4.15 Y7/Y8 Tennis 

Wednesday  3.15-4.15 Y9 Boys Football 

Wednesday  
(16/03/22) 3.15 – 4.15 Y9 Duke of 

Edinburgh 

Thursday 3.15-4.15 Y8 Boys Football 

Thursday  3.15-4.30 KS3 Girls Football 
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• Year 7 Girls Football 'v' Ark Kings Date 
31/03/2022 

• Year 8/9 Football 'v' Ark Kings Date TBC 
31/03/2022 

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award 
Our Bronze Award students are currently 
completing their Physical, Skills and 
Volunteering Sections. These will all need 
to be completed before they are able to go 
on Expedition in July. For the expedition 
to remain safe the students will need to 
attend all training sessions otherwise they will not be able to 
attend. Groups for Expedition are a minimum of 4 and 
maximum of 7. All members of the group need to attend all 
training sessions. Students are unable to complete their 
Bronze Award without completing all 4 sections of the 
Award. 

Next Meeting for Year 9 students: 23/03/2022 and 
every Wednesday after. 

Next Expedition Training for Year 10 students: 
Monday 28/03/2022 

If you have any questions, please speak to Ms Coughlan 
(DofE Manager) or see our students MS teams page. 

Update on food voucher provision in school 
holidays 
You will be aware that Birmingham City Council have 
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic provided supermarket 
vouchers to parents of children who are entitled to free 
school meals to cover the school holidays. Birmingham City 
Council have used the government Household Support 
Fund to provide these vouchers. They have now announced 
that they will no longer be issuing these supermarket 
vouchers and families who need support for meals during 
school holidays should use the following link to access 
further information and support 
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/hsf  
  
As this decision was shared with parents very late for the 
February half term break, Ark Victoria made the decision to 
give parents of FSM students a small contribution in 
vouchers to cover the cost of meals during the half term 
holiday. However, Ark Victoria does not receive any funding 
for this, and although we care very much for our families and 
their needs, we are no longer able to offer supermarket 
vouchers to parents to cover school holidays. We will 
continue until further notice to issue vouchers for any 
students entitled to free school meals during term time if 
students are absent for COVID-19 related reasons. 
 

Covid 19 Update  
Please can we remind parents not to send your child to 
school if they have symptoms of COVID-19 (a new and 
continuous cough, a high temperature, or a loss of or change 
to their sense of taste or smell) or have tested positive. If 
your child displays one of these symptoms, they should stay 
at home and take a PCR test. We also ask you to inform us 
immediately if your child is displaying any symptoms or has 
tested positive. 

Academy Inset days 2021-2022 
 

• Monday 25th April 2022 (School inset day) 
• Friday 1st July 2022 (Ark inset day) 

Spring Term dates 

• 8th April 2022 End of term – school breaks up 
for the Easter break 

Summer Term dates 

• Tuesday 26th April 2022 – school re-opens 
• 30 May – 03 June 2022 – half term break 
• Thursday 21st July – End of term 

Red Nose day 2022 
On Friday 18th March, Ark 
Victoria Academy pupils 
enjoyed raising money for Red 
Nose Day through a variety of 
exciting activities. Red Nose 
Day is a day that celebrates comedy and people doing 
something silly in order to raise funds for the charity Comic 
Relief. 

Primary pupils enjoyed an assembly and participating in a 
range of fun activities to raise awareness of this important 
charity and its purpose. 

Secondary pupils led and enjoyed a range of charity stalls, 
were entertained by a variety of inflatable games and 
enjoyed a range of form time activities. They also had an 
informative assembly where they learnt 
all about the purpose of Comic Relief.  

Pupils and staff thoroughly enjoyed the 
day and through their hard work and 
generosity, we were able to raise the 
grand total of £1120 for Comic Relief – 
thank you to all parents, pupils and staff 
for your support. 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/hsf
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Free School Meals  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click the images above to apply for free school meals.  

Primary Recommended Read 
 
Key Stage 1 Fiction 
 
Key Stage 1 Fiction 
Recommendation 

The Adventures of Harry 
Stevenson by Ali Pye 

Join this small guinea pig on 
his very BIG adventures in a 
brand-new illustrated fiction 
series from author and 
illustrator Ali Pye.     

 
Key Stage 2 Fiction 
 
Key Stage 2 Fiction Recommendation 

Orphans of the Tide by Struan 
Murray 

Winner of the Branford Boase 
Award 2021, this is a 
breathtaking fantasy 
adventure perfect for fans of 
Philip Pullman.   

 
Secondary recommended 
read 
Recommended read by Hamidah A, Year 8:   
The Ice Monster by David Walliams 

Plot Summary: 
Elsie, a girl who lives on the streets of Victorian London, 
hears about an ICE MONSTER (a mammoth). Elsie is 
determined to find out more about this 'ice monster', 
however she comes face to face with the creature which then 
turns into an adventure. 

Why I loved this book: 
I loved this book because it felt like you were on the 
adventure with Elsie, the main character, and it was such a 
fun book to read. 

Who I would recommend this book to: 
I would recommend this to people who enjoy adventure or 
fantasy books. 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
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MR ALIPOUR’S PUZZLES 25/03/2022 
Are you excited about learning Maths? Are you inspired to 
receive more golden tickets? Then try Mr Alipour’s puzzles 
and email your answers to r.alipour@arkvictoria.org  

Any student with correct answers to my puzzles will receive 
golden tickets ���� Challenging, however fun, Maths puzzles 
will be posted in our weekly newsletters, and you will be able 
to see the answers in the next newsletter. Well done to more 
and more students at Ark Victoria Academy, for getting 
correct answers to my last puzzles. All these students now 
have won many golden tickets! So, try my next puzzles and 
send me your answers. Let’s see who the Maths geniuses are 
���� 

Last puzzles answers:  
Puzzle 7 answers 
This puzzle relied on Fibonacci sticks and the smallest stick 
had to be 1 cm. 

Puzzle 2 
(12 - 2) x 180 = 1800 Total angle in the coin 

1800/12 = 150 Size of each angle in the coin 

360 – (150 x 2) = 60 Since, angles around a point add up to 
360 degrees 

Therefore x=60 

Here are two more for you to try: 

Puzzle 9 

 

Puzzle 10 

 

 


	Thought for the week:
	25/03/2022
	The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others. Mahatma Gandhi
	Principal’s Message
	Primary Headteachers welcome
	Key Messages to Primary Parents
	Reception Update
	Year 1 Update
	Year 2 Update
	Year 3 Update
	Year 4 Update
	Year 5 Update
	Year 6 Update
	Primary Pastoral and Student Wellbeing Newsletter
	Lunchtime and after school clubs
	Attendance
	School Attendance for last week
	Play Leaders
	Healthy Eating
	Wellbeing Tips
	Relaxation Activity: The Shoulder Shrug
	Self-Kindness
	Movie Recommendation
	Year 7 update
	Year 8 update
	Year 9 update
	Year 10 update
	Year 11 update
	Attendance Matters

	Year 11 Attendance notice
	Device violations and parent supervision
	Positive praise
	Secondary Behaviour
	Spotlight on: Geography
	PE (secondary) Extra-curricular activities in Spring Term 2022:
	School Games Competition/Event Dates:
	Level 3 School Games Competition (Regional Finals)

	Central Sports Partnership current points table:
	Year 9 Leadership of the Year 1 Multi skills Festival
	Y7 Boys Away @Heartland Academy
	Upcoming fixtures:
	Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award
	Update on food voucher provision in school holidays
	Covid 19 Update

	Academy Inset days 2021-2022
	Red Nose day 2022

	Free School Meals
	Primary Recommended Read
	Key Stage 1 Fiction
	Key Stage 2 Fiction
	Secondary recommended read
	MR ALIPOUR’S PUZZLES 25/03/2022
	Last puzzles answers:
	Puzzle 7 answers
	Puzzle 2

	Puzzle 9
	Puzzle 10


