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Thought for the week:
‘Parting is such sweet sorrow that I shall say goodnight till it be morrow.’
William Shakespeare
the challenges we have faced. I am very proud of the
way pupils have adapted to the changes we’ve
introduced and think that the beahviour, culture and
ethos of the school is much improved.
Our attendance, overall, continues to be positive, but
we have noticed a dip in secondary attendance. It is
vital, for every child to attend school, each day to
ensure they receive their entitlement to the curriculum
and all that school has to offer. Attendance to school
will be one of our core foci in the next academic year,
so please lend your support and help us to ensure all
chilldren attend school every day.

Principal’s Message
Today we formally celebrated our Y11 Leavers in a
special assembly and awards ceremony; it was
beautiful but also sad as our Y11 students are moving
on from our family, having been here for so long. This
term they have studied hard, revised, sat assessments;
they have met with their teachers in Vivas to discuss
their GCSE evidence portfolios and they have prepared
for the next phase of their educational journey.
They have acted with dedication and resolve and
shown us the courageous, thoughtful and considerate
young men and women they have grown into.
The school is quieter without them, but richer for
having had them within our family. We look forward
to welcoming them back on August 12th to receive their
centre assessed grades and we will make sure we keep
in touch as they move to alumni status. We will also
hold a GCSE award ceremony in the autumn term, so
please look out for the invitations.

We have also enjoyed success at the Envision
competition with our Y9 students being victorious and
have some participants in the Ark Network Music week
beginning July 12th. We look forward to sharing this
with you, as well as our other days of joy, including
music, sports, community, culture and celebration of
achievement assmeblies.
We hope many of you will join us in our final coffee
monring of the year on July 1st – all our welcome. We
are keen to set up a Parent Teacher Association (PTA)
in the next year so we can work together to make our
school and community even stronger.
A reminder that school is closed to all pupils on July
2nd for a staff training day.
Thank you for your support and I hope you enjoy
reading the news and seeing the pictures of our pupils’
achievements.
Ms McSorley

The rest of the school has been similarly busy, with end
of year assessments, as well as involvement in World
Earth Day and Sports days, which you can read all
about through this newsletter.
As we move towards the end of term, it’s important to
reflect back on what we’ve achieved this year, despite
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Earth Day
Ark Victoria Academy held its first Earth Day on
Friday 11th June. A day in which students and staff
learnt more about the global environmental challenges
we face and the solutions that have arisen as a result.
The day began with a whole school virtual assembly on
Zoom where a panel of university academics and local
community environmental and litter pick groups
spoke to our students about their work. The focus of
the discussion was on plastic litter and how this has a
negative impact on the ecosystem. Students
participated in a Q and A session which further
deepened their knowledge and understanding of the
issues that were raised. This assembly allowed our
students to appreciate the hard work that is happening
both at global and local
scales in addressing these
environmental problems
and what we as individuals
can do to help.
Later in the day, students had the opportunity to write
persuasive letters to either Ms McSorley, Mrs Twort or
our local MP - Jess Phillips - highlighting the
environmental issues they want to be tackled at school
and in our local community. Our Art specialists in
Primary and Secondary worked hard to plan exciting
art projects that students completed in class around
the theme of Sustainability, recycling old plastic
bottles and other rubbish to make pieces of Art.
A highlight of the day was the litter pick. Over 170
students from Years 5, 6 and 8 went out into the local
community armed with litter pickers and bin bags.
Students from Nursery and Reception also did their
but by litter picking in the school grounds. All students
and staff involved thoroughly enjoyed this experience
and felt a great sense of achievement and pride in
being able to help
the community.
We would like to
thank all those
who were involved
in organising this
event and we invite
you to look at
pictures taken from this event.
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and paper aircraft made by the pupils using Junk
Modelling techniques.

I would like to start by saying a huge thank you to Miss
Lawrence and Mr Ibrahim who have organised some
fantastic enrichment days for us over the last few
weeks.
Ark Victoria Earth Day was a huge success with pupils
considering the issues of plastic waste, recycling and
how we can combat the litter in the local community.
All of the year groups were involved with art activities,
writing letters to Jess Phillips and litter picking. Here
are some of the photos from Reception’s fantastic
Earth Day:

On Earth Day Reception explored different activities to
learn about the importance of looking after the world
we live in.
We picked up litter around our school and talked about
keeping our oceans free from plastic and other
rubbish.
Reception have had lots of fun!
The Art and Design
Technology Days were
a big success with the
pupils and staff. Both
enrichment
days
proved to be very
popular
and
enjoyable. Miss Lawrence has created a new display
showcasing a selection of some of the flying machines

Miss Lawrence has also
been busy painting our
reading shed which is
now
filled
with
beautiful new books.
We have timetabled
this so that all the
children will have a chance to enjoy it before the end of
term, as well as appointing a class monitor to take care
of the new books.
As an academy we have been working with the
organisation Citizens UK. They are training our school
councillors ready to present to the Mayor, Jess Phillips
and local councillors on an issue in the local
community that they would like to see them take
action on. Next year, there will be opportunities for
parents to become involved and develop their public
speaking skills too. Citizens UK will be attending our
next coffee morning, on Thursday 1st July, and part of
this will be a Question and Answer session on the
Covid Vaccine so please do attend if you have any
questions you would like answered.
The rest of this term has lots of exciting activities such
as Sports Day (we are very sorry that we are unable to
invite parents this year due to the transmission risk),
nursery graduation, outdoor activity days and a
transition afternoon for on Wednesday 7th July where
children will be able to meet their new teachers. All of
the children will receive a letter from their new teacher
before this date so watch out for this….
A reminder that we have a primary INSET day on
Friday 2nd July so please do not send your children
into school that day – thank you!
Mrs Twort
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shown a huge improvement in their confidence and
delivery of activities. Well done to all our Young
Leaders on achieving their Bronze Sports Leaders
Awards from the Central Sports Partnership.

Students in the secondary phase have been sitting their
end of year assessments and this week marks the end
of the assessment fortnight for Year 10. Students in
Year 7-9 have completed their first week of
assessments and finish their assessments on 1st July.
We have been very impressed with the studious
attitude that our students have demonstrated,
particularly students in Year 10. We are also delighted
to re-start some of our extra-curricular activities.
Please see below for further details.

AVA Student Million Step Challenge:
AVA Student Million Step Challenge:
Throughout this term our KS3 students have been
competing to see who can get the closest to 1 Million
Steps!

I.Benkhay M.Ali A.Ahmed M.Ishhfaque A.Dahir
I.Halim
L.A Ben Khayi
Z.Faisal
I.Hamda
I.Islam
@CPSGO
@sportbirmingham
@birmingham_SGO
House Competition #MillionStepChallenge
Results:
Year 8

Year 7
Cadbury

73836

Zephaniah

483607

Simmonds

66364

Tolkien

371622

Tolkien

55328

Yousafzai

146339

Watt

30684

Watt

144254

Zephaniah

29168

Cadbury

Yousafzai

15702

Grand Total

Grand Total

271082

6028
1151850

KS3 step total: 1,646,021
Congratulations to all our Winners and well done to all
those who took part in trying to stay active!

Year 9
Winners:
Yousafzai

182436

Zephaniah

20855

Simmonds

9798

Asad A Year 9

Tolkien

9500

Bronze Sports Leaders:

Cadbury

500

Throughout the term our Year 10 Sports Studies
Students have been developing their Sports
Leadership skills, leading activities, officiating games,
recording scores, writing match reports and
organising equipment to deliver sports activities in
Basketball, Netball, Football and Cricket. They have

Grand Total

Special Mention to Lamees A Year 8 who has achieved
448,702 steps! By far our greatest achiever, leaving the
other students in the dust!
Naeem I Year 7 Eiesha S Year 8 Zoha A N Year 8

223089

@sportbirmingham
@maudesport

@fluidbranding @CPSGO
@birmingham_SGO
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Physical Education Extra-curricular activities
Summer Term
The Physical Education Department has some exciting
opportunities for the students to re-start some of our
sporting activities outside of PE lessons. All sessions
will be completed in-line with current government
guidance and school covid-19 policy. Each session will
be run by a member of the school staff team. The
activities will take place at Ark Victoria Academy.
Students will take part on a day that they have PE so
will already be in full PE kit, but will need to bring a
drink to help keep them hydrated.

activities that students will opt into before the day of
the event. To encourage inclusive involvement all
students will be participating in a physical activity.
This year’s theme for sports day is the “2021 Tokyo
Olympics”. Students will represent one of five teams
competing at the tournament, in a variety of sporting
and non-sporting activities, with the aim of scoring
points for their team. Students are to wear suitable
sports clothing in the colours of their allocated
country. If students are unable to wear their
teams' colour, they are required to wear their normal
school PE kit.
The country they represent and the colours that your
child should wear on the day are as follows:
Team
Team
Jamaica
Brazil
(Yellow)
(Green)

Team
Team Team
Team
England Japan Australia South
Africa
(White) (Red) (Blue)
(Purple)

7Y

7T

7W

8Y

8T

8W

9Y

9T

10Y

10 W

7Z

7C

8Z

8C

9S

9Z

9C

10 S

10 Z

10 C

7S

We are really looking forward to having some fun
whilst being active, fingers crossed we get the
sunshine!

Secondary Sports Day
During the week beginning 12th July 2021, we will be
holding our annual Secondary Sports Day Events,
which will be held at Ark Victoria Academy. It will
feature a wide range of exciting competitions and
challenges for all Year 7, 8, 9 &10 students to get
involved in with a 2021 Tokyo Olympic Games
theme running throughout.
Monday 12th Tuesday 13th Wednesday 14th Wednesday 14th
July
July
July - AM
July - PM
YEAR 7
YEAR 8
YEAR 10
YEAR 9

As with any other school day, it is compulsory for
students to attend and they must be in PE kit. Parents
of any absent students will be contacted in line with
the school's attendance policy. The students are to
arrive at school as normal. There will be sporting
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Free School Meals
Please continue to encourage your
secondary age children to take part
in asymptomatic testing.
With only a few weeks of the summer term remaining,
it is vital that school and college staff and students
continue to test twice a week until the end of term.
Testing should continue to be a routine part of the
week and the reporting of COVID-19 test results
remains essential as we move towards Step 4 and
maintain face-to-face education until the end of term.
There are further resources available to support you to
encourage your pupils, students and your staff to
continue asymptomatic testing and reporting their
results, including:
•
•
•

your setting’s COVID-19 testing data through
the view your education data portal
encouraging participation hints and tips blog
regular testing posters and videos

Anyone testing positive for COVID-19 should follow
the guidance for schools or colleges.
Get a PCR test (test that is sent to a lab) as soon as
possible if you have any symptoms of COVID-19.
The symptoms are:
•
•
•

a high temperature
a new, continuous cough
a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste

The test needs to be done in the first 8 days of having
symptoms.

Click the images above to apply for free school meals.
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Recommended Read
When The Sky Falls by Phil Earle is an extraordinary
book inspired by a true story. It's 1940, and Joseph
has been packed off to stay with Mrs F, a gruff woman
with no great fondness for children. To Joseph's
amazement, she owns the
rundown city zoo where Joseph
meets Adonis, a huge silverback
gorilla. Adonis is ferociously
strong and dangerous, but
Joseph finds he has an affinity
with the lonely beast. But when
the bombs begin to fall, it is up
to Joseph to guard Adonis's
cage should it be damaged by a
blast. Will Joseph be ready to
pull the trigger if it comes to it?
Ten Minutes to Bed Little Dragon is the perfect book
to share at bedtime. Children will be delighted by the
enchanting
illustrations
and
wonderful adventures
contained within!

Marcus Rashford has been receiving plaudits as much
for his work off the pitch as on it recently and this book
is testament to his charitable work! Rashford shows
you how to achieve your dreams in this positive and
inspiring guide to life.
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