27/05/2022

Thought for the week: ‘It is the supreme art of the teacher
to awaken joy in creative expression and knowledge.’
Albert Einstein
Principal’s Message
Happy Friday to you all, on this final Friday of the half-term.
What a half-term it has been! We are delighted that our
GCSE examinations have run so smoothly – did you know
our Y11s have between them sat 21 examinations? We have
had 100% attendance and exemplary behaviour throughout.
Our revision and breakfast sessions have been very well
attended and our students have shown immense resilience
and commitment to their studies – I hope that they plan in
some important rest and relaxation time during the halfterm break, and I know a number are attending revision
sessions with their teachers in school too.
Amidst all the hard work there have been moments of joy
too. Moments of joy are important to us all, whether that is
the simple joy of finding the answer to a problem in class,
winning a race in PE or being selected to represent the
school in a choir at the Ark Music Gala. Our staff try to help
our students find and celebrate these moments of joy. On
Earth Day last Friday, we celebrated the Earth and reflected
on how we can better look after our planet. My moment of
joy was being invited to a presentation by the Green
Influencer Student Group who asked for my help in making
our school more environmentally friendly. Their
presentation was well informed and planned and they were
so confident and fluent in presenting to myself and Mr
Brown- I was very proud of them!
Another moment of joy occurred during our Parents’ Coffee
morning – it was lovely to see so many of you, to listen to
your thoughts, answer your questions and plan together
ways of making our Summer Fete a success. It was joyous to
hear how our Parent Governor, Mrs Khan, is working with
our pupils and our community to create a memorable Fete
which ties in with the Commonwealth Games and will
celebrate our wonderful community in school and beyond.
It was also joyous to see how many of you want to get
involved!

Next half-term also promises to be busy, with end of year
examinations, parents’ evenings, reports, end of year reward
trips, the Music Gala, Summer Fete and much more and I
know we will celebrate the fantastic achievements of our
pupils in our assemblies too. So, I hope you all have a
relaxing and restful half-term week and you all can seize
some moments of joy and find comfort in time spent with
family and friends.
Ms McSorley

Yesterday we celebrated the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee,
together with all other Ark schools, creating an Ark Moment,
to celebrate the jubilee. Pupils enjoyed a special assembly
and a ‘street party’ on the boulevard, wearing red, white and
blue or a royal outfit. Staff and pupils played a variety of
games and learnt more about our Queen and British values.
Once again, a moment to come together and celebrate.
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to Miss Lawrence for
her fantastic art work
with the children.

Primary Headteachers welcome
What a busy end to the term it has been! We have
worked hard to plan in a wide range of enrichment
opportunities to enhance the curriculum in each year
group. This has included school trips both locally and
further afield linked to the topics the children are
studying – Year 3 investigated the local area this week
with a trip to Small Heath Park. We have also
welcomed visitors to the school including a fantastic
World War 1 workshop in Year 5 this week.
We also have a wealth of after school clubs running at
lunchtime and after school. These include clubs to
support children’s mental health such
as mindfulness and social skills clubs;
sports clubs including ECB girls’
cricket; a Nasheed club; gardening
club who are busy planting and
science club who were dropping eggs
from the top of the Agrawal stairs
today!
The children, and staff, have really
enjoyed the fantastic celebrations for the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. They enjoyed
a special lunch, learnt about the
monarchy and had so much fun at the
street party!
Our Earth Day celebrations were also a big success
with children thinking carefully about what they can
do to protect the environment including recycling and
reducing our use of plastic. They completed a range of
art activities with Key Stage One making bird feeders
for the garden. Some of our children who live on
George Road spent the day at George Road Park
planting, litter picking and painting to make the park
a nicer place for the community to enjoy.
I am very proud of our Y5 pupils - Deeqa and Aminah
– who won the Birmingham City Council Road Safety
competition! As a school we also won an I pad in
recognition of the quality of all our entries – well done

We have seen some real
improvements in our
attendance this half
term with an average of 96.3% - well done to all the
children who have come to school every day! I can’t
wait to see which classes will win our attendance prizes
at the end of the term...Please remember the
importance of working together with us to ensure your
child is in school every day and does not miss any vital
learning.
We have been very pleased to have our Reading Shed
back in action with pupils enjoying a wide range of
high quality fiction and non fiction texts. Please
remember to read with your children over the holidays
as much as possible! I can highly
recommend “Julia and the
Shark” by Kiran Millwood
Hargrave which I am enjoying at
the moment.
Please enjoy a safe, relaxing half
term break and we look forward
to seeing you on 8th June.
Mrs Twort

Key Messages to Primary Parents
Reception Update

This term, we have had lots of fun
reading the story Elmer and the
Rainbow!
Reception
now
understand how a rainbow is
formed
and
have
enjoyed
investigating how to make a
rainbow on our Elmer Day. The
children have learnt a new painting
technique and have been sponge
painting rainbows.
Earth Day was very informative and
a great experience for all children.
Reception were busy learning about
different ways we can save our
planet! We have also been making
bird feeders to celebrate Earth Day.

www.arkvictoria.org | 3

Year 1 Update

Year 1 had the best time ever at
Kenilworth castle. They found out
about how the rich and poor
residents of the castle lived, worked,
and enjoyed themselves. They
heard about how the castle was
defended from attackers and about
the famous kings and queens who
had visited. What a brilliant day!

Year 2 Update

Firstly, we'd like to say a huge well done to the children in
Year 2 for completing their SATs. We have all been
impressed with their effort and are super proud of them!
This term, we have been looking at how we can support our
environment in Science and are focusing on the oceans in
Geography. These units have coincided perfectly with Earth
Day, where we made some fantastic nature collages and bird
feeders.

Year 3 Update

Pupils in year three were so
excited to be participating
in a live national official
attempt for 'most viewers
of a rolling numbers live
stream on YouTube!' Our
target was 1,500 viewers!
We managed it with 5954
viewers and are proud to be
Guinness World Record Title Holders. Huge thanks to
Times Tables Rock Stars for organising this.

Year 4 Update

Year 4 had an amazing maths practical lesson where they
investigated measuring length, mass and capacity. The
children enjoyed sharing what they had learned with the rest
of the class through a presentation.

Year 5 Update

This has been a fantastic half-term for Year 5 with lots of
incredible work being done! Recent arithmetic test results
have been particularly pleasing and really demonstrate the
progress our children have made in maths. Aside from our
core subjects, the children have really enjoyed our World
War 1 history topic and really enjoyed their virtual reality
WW1 experience day this week. Nasheed Club has been
extremely popular in Year 5 and
the children involved are
enjoying each session and
growing in confidence ready for
their performance at this year's
Summer Fete.

We've also celebrated Earth Day, where some of our pupils
were involved in community gardening and litter-picking,
and we looked at the importance of environmental issues.
This linked nicely to our recent
science topic where the children
had carried out an investigation
into water filtration and how to
purify polluted water. We now
look forward to a similarly
enjoyable and productive final
half-term.

Year 6 Update

Post SATs has been full of some well-deserved celebrations
for our Year 6 pupils. We have been creative making charms,
solved mathematical mysteries and used
team building skills in sports activities. The
inflatable slide and football table were, no
doubt, the most popular! We have started
our new reading unit and we are pleased to
see the keen interest in our text, ‘The
Murderer’s Ape’. We have a busy term
ahead and we know the pupils will continue
with their hard work.

Year 6 Transition update

In preparation for their transition into the secondary phase
of school life, Year 6 students have begun a series of taster
sessions within a variety of secondary lessons. Students
have had the opportunity to engage in Science practical’s,
PE, IT, and Music lessons. All of the lessons were thoroughly
enjoyed by the Year 6 students who behaved admirably and
really engaged in the lessons. There were lots of smiles,
laughter and outstanding work being demonstrated.
Students stated that they were looking forward to
completing the rest of their taster sessions after half term.
Mr Martin

Digital Champions
TTRS Champions:
09.05.22 – 13.05.22
Year 3 - Azaan Hussain 3T
Year 4 - Zeyad Fahd 4C
Year 5 - Ilyas Fahd 5C
Year 6 - Aimen Usman 6Y
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16.05.22 – 20.05.22
Year 3 - Madiha Sattar 3T
Year 4 - Muhammad (Hashir) Hashir 4C
Year 5 - Zhaid Khan 5T
Year 6 - Zainab Shahzad 6Y

Mathletics Class Champions:
Year 2 - 3 bronze certificates
Year 3 - 7 bronze certificates
Year 4 - 12 bronze certificates
Year 5 - 28 bronze certificates
Primary Pastoral and Student Wellbeing
Newsletter
Shout Outs

We would like to give a massive shout out to the following
students - Well done, we are proud of you and keep up the
good work!
RECEPTION - Shamaam RC – we have been experimenting
last week and looking at how we can create a rainbow.
Shamaam used a CD and was shining it around and noticed
that the sun reflecting on the CD created rainbow colours.
She was very excited and showed this to everyone. Well done
Shamaam!
YEAR 1 - Muhammad 1W for working so hard at phonics.

YEAR 2 - Yahya 2W who is always engaged and listening
carefully. Mumtas 2T for showing great enthusiasm towards
reading. Iqra 2C for always being kind, polite and friendly.

YEAR 6 - Nimo 6S - for her fantastic work in writing lessons!
Her writing is well structured, imaginative and always a
pleasure to read.
A massive shout out to 2T: 100% attendance for last
week, this is fantastic - keep it up!

ARK Values

There are lots of things that children can do, to gain positive
points. The Ark Victoria values include being Ambitious,
Resilient and Kind.
Have a think about how you can demonstrate our Ark
Values. Have you been ambitious recently?
Have you shown resilience, or have you been kind to
someone in your class? Miss Foster, Mr Keen and I are very
excited to hear about all the different ways that you have
demonstrated the Ark Values. All the teachers in school will
be looking out to see these qualities and you will be
rewarded with positive points.

Attendance

We want our children to have a positive experience at school
and to be able to reach their full potential. In order for them
to achieve this, it is important that they attend school
regularly.
We hope that you will
continue to support
us with attendance
by ensuring that your
child is in school
every day and on
time.
Please
see
table
below, which shows
the number of days
missing from school,
linked to attendance
percentage

YEAR 3 - Dawud 3Z Has come a long way this year. Dawud
has developed his confidence and I am very proud to have
him in 3Z - keep up the amazing work Dawud!
YEAR 4 - Daniyaal 4W Working incredibly hard in all
subjects and making excellent progress!
YEAR 5 - Zhaid 5T - Not only is he working super hard at
home and leading our Mathletics and TT Rockstars
leaderboard, but he is also the most polite and helpful
student that a teacher could wish for. A true superstar!
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School Attendance for last week
YEAR 1

YEAR 2

1S
1T
1W

96.43%
95.81%
95.71%

Total %

95.98%

YEAR 4
4C
4S
4W
4Z
Total %

2C
2S
2T
2W

YEAR 3
94.17%
97.78%
100%
99.20%
97.80%

5C
5T
5W
5Y

97%
97.33%
90.69%
96.33%
95.38%

94.12%
97.67%
96%
97.33%
96.33%

6S
6T
6Y
6Z

95.52%
92.07%
95%
94.85%
94.36%

Attendance Rewards

KS1 Weekly Attendance Trophy winners
Reception Cadbury - 96.55%
Year 1 - 1Simmonds - 96.43%
Year 2 - 2Tolkien - 100%
KS2 Weekly Attendance Trophy winners
3T - 97.33%
4C - 99.23%
5T - 97.67%
6S - 95.52%
Well done to you all and keep it up!!

Uniform

Uniform is an important part of a school’s identity. It
reinforces who we are as a community and helps allow
students to feel pride in their school. It also helps prepare
students for life after school, where many will have to dress
smartly for work. I can see our school uniform is not as
consistent as it would have been prior to Covid lockdown.
Can I therefore please remind you to send your child to
school wearing their full and correct uniform and footwear,
in line with our uniform policy which is attached and on our
school website https://arkvictoria.org/about/uniform
Can I also kindly request that on PE days, the children only
wear their school PE uniform – details of this can also be
found on our school website.

Wellbeing Tips

•

YEAR 6

YEAR 5
99.23%
97.78%
99.26%
97.93%
98.53%

3S
3T
3Y
3Z

negativity bias as our brains strive to protect us from harm,
but we can counter that by deliberately focusing on what's
good, even during challenging times.

Gratitude
Research
shows
that
deliberately focusing on the good things in
our lives - practicing gratitude - can
improve our wellbeing. It's easy to give in to our natural

•
•

At the end of each day, write down three good things
about the day, no matter how small (a rainbow in
the sky, another day without symptoms, a funny
joke you heard…it's amazing what you'll notice
when you pay attention!).
Share at least one positive story with other people
each day.
Say 'thank you' for all the little things others do for
you and mean

Five top tips to boost your mood:
1. Do at least one thing you love every day.
2. Draw, colour or paint.
3. Create a goal and list steps you will need to take to
reach it. Remember to keep it achievable.
4. Take a walk and intentionally notice positive things
around you.
5. Practice noticing your thoughts. Identify, challenge
and replace the unhealthy ones

Book Recommendation

The pastoral team are extremely
passionate about
meeting
the
children's needs through various
resources.
This
week’s
book
recommendation is 'Stick Man' by
Julia Donaldson
After going for a jog one morning,
Stick Man encounters a bounding dog,
who just wants to play fetch. This sparks a series of
unfortunate adventures, which lead him far from home. As
the seasons pass, Stick Man meets a surprising friend who
might just be able to help him get home. Will he get back to
the family tree in time for Christmas? Stick Man’s story is a
tale of adventure, courage and the wonderful bond of family,
perfect to share at any time of year.

Parking

Please could parents and carers be mindful where they are
parking at the beginning and end of the school day. Your
children's safety is our number one priority. We understand
that there are limited places to park around the school, but
we ask parents not to park on double yellow lines and zigzag lines outside school or around
the school entrance.
Take care all and have a fabulous
half term break.
Mrs Kumar, Pastoral Lead
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Year 10 update

This half term has been filled with GCSE exams, sporting
events and participation in wider events such as Jubilee
celebrations. We were delighted with how resilient our Year
11 students have been when facing their GCSE exams and to
see many of our Year 7 students and parents for Year 7
Parent’s evening. We also celebrated Earth Day, and KS3
students were involved in a range of activities to raise
awareness of environmental issues. This week, students in
Years 7-10 celebrated the Queen’s jubilee during their
lunch/PD time slots. Please read below for further details.

Year 10 are nearing the end of a positive half term and
students have actively participated in many whole school
activities; taking part in the science day as well as the
student panel for interviews and supporting Parents’
Evening. The following students in Year 10, Usmaan A,
Asma H, Hafsa B, Salma A, Harun A and Magdi A also
presented to the Senior Leadership Team their views on
diversity and how to incorporate this within our school. A
special shoutout to Usmaan who spent his evenings creating
and organising the presentation. We are really proud of all
students who are taking the time to support such an
important part of our school. I would also like to
congratulate the following students for not receiving any
sanctions this half term, Well done!!!
Salma C

Nuria A-M

Safaa D

Nur A

Rumaysah F-E

Magdi A

Year 7 have had a positive end to their penultimate halfterm. With many thanks to Ms. Turner, Year 7 enjoyed a
wonderful jubilee celebration on 26th May, enjoying the
many stalls put on by fellow students. I hope that Year 7
have a restful break and continue to reflect on the feedback
given by staff from parents evening, so they can return and
study to the best of their ability.

Pritom G

Zakariyya A

Maha H

Sadia A B

Marwaan H

Hirra A

Ifra I

Mohammed Ruhan A

Asraful I U

Syed A

Jahidul I

Wassem A

Year 8 update

Tahshan I

Muhammed Ubaidh A

Alif Alam K J

Ilsa A

Aisha K

Muhammad-Haseeb A

Zahi Tasis M

Aleesa A

Hamza M

Ejaz A

Zeeshaan M

Farhaan A

Sumayyah N

Haider A

Ahmed O

Haniy A

Abdur R

Ismail A

Ibrahim R

Majid A

Javeria S

Nora A O

Mohammed M S

Esra A

Aleenah S

Asad A

Sayem U

Begum, Inayah

Lubna Z

Syeda B

Sharmila Z
Ryhan C

Samira B

Year 7 update

Year 8 students can reflect on what has been a fairly
successful half term. Persistent absences have reduced and
less students are coming into school late. This needs to
continue into the final summer half term so their academic
achievement is not affected. A massive congratulations to all
of our Student of the Week winners, all of them have really
demonstrated our core Ark values, they were:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Umika R – 8 Cadbury
Maryam B – 8 Simmonds
Isa M – 8 Tolkien
Haleemah M – 8 Watt
Nandita G – 8 Yousafzai
Sophia K & Simran K – 8 Zephaniah
Head of Year Award – Orni R 8 Simmonds

Mr Stead and I hope you all have a relaxing half-term break.
Stay safe, and hopefully we can all look forward to some
warm british weather - Mr Martin

Year 9 update

Year 9 have made great progress throughout the half term
and made massive steps in their understanding in lessons.
13 of our Year 9 students have now finished their part in the
Envision programme in which they made outstanding
progress in building their confidence and communications
skills.

We hope year 10 have a restful break and are ready for a busy
half-term after the holidays.
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Year 11 update

GCSE examinations are well under way and students are
working extremely hard. Study leave will begin for our
pupils on Monday 6th June, when pupils will only come in
for examinations or timetabled revision sessions until their
final exam on 23rd June. Please be aware that we will also
be holding revision sessions for selected pupils during May
half term on Monday 30th and Tuesday 31st May from 9am
to 10.30am - pupils will have received letters this week. It is
vital that pupils attend final revision sessions before study
leave. Finally, thank you for your cooperation and support.

Secondary Behaviour

If your child is receiving regular detentions, please speak to
them to offer support. If you are concerned, and your child's
form teacher or Head of Year has not already contacted you
to discuss behaviour, please call the school and ask to speak
to the Head of Year.
Stages

Example of incidents

Warning
•
•
•
•
Stage 1
(C1)

•
•
•
•

Stage 2
(C2)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Stage 3
(C3)

•
•
•
•

Stage 4
(C4)
Friday only

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Forgotten
equipment
Talking over the
teacher
Disturbing
others
Calling out

Consequences
(Verbal
warning)

Second failure to
meet
expectations
Lateness
Not following the
seating plan
Dropping litter

15-minute
detention

No homework
Ignoring staff
instructions
Refusal to follow
requests
Incessant chatter
Chewing gum
Dropping litter

30-minute
detention

Failure to attend
detention
Persistent
attitude/behavio
ur
Constant lack of
work/homework
Truanting lesson

60-minute
detention

Abusive language
(Peers/staff)
Racist language
Homophobic
language
Physical
aggression
(Peers/staff)
Severe
disruption to
learning
Persistent
truancy
Severe
disruption

Central SLT
detention
90 minutes

Attendance Matters

The Ark Victoria Academy attendance team is here to advise
and support you if you are unsure whether to send your child
to school. Please contact us and we will do our best to offer
you guidance.
We will continue to work in partnership with parents and
Birmingham City Council to ensure all children return to
school following a difficult previous year. Failure to work
with the school and continued absence, may result in the
school and the Local Authority taking legal action. “Lost
time in the classroom is a lost opportunity to learn”.
Attendance so far this academic year is 93.1%. Attendance
in Primary is 94.4% and in Secondary 92.4%. In the
secondary
phase, we will
focus on lates
next half term
and any late
arrivals after
9am will be
unauthorised.
Your support
with
getting
your children
to school every day and on time is very much appreciated.
‘’Poor attendance at school can have a hugely
damaging effect, and children who attend school
regularly are nearly four times more likely to
achieve five or more good GCSEs than those who
are
regularly
absent." (Department
for
Education).
Lost learning time in all secondary schools across the
country still has a significant impact on potential learning
time. Just 3 minutes lost in each lesson over a week equates
to 90 minutes a week, and in a school year to over 60 hours
of lost learning. We believe that by having high expectations
at all levels, including in personal organisation, every
student has the potential to succeed.
Below is a reminder of some of the daily routines that we
expect our students to follow:
Routines: Summary
Students should…
1. Be correctly dressed in the school uniform.
2. Arrive on time to school and for all lessons.
3. Walk on the left along the corridors and stairs.
4. Use the correct stairs when moving between
lessons.
In lesson time:
• Line up outside the classroom until the member of
staff gives permission to go into the room
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Enter the classroom in silence and stand behind
their place until told to sit by the member of staff
Follow the teacher’s instructions
Wait until invited to speak in the classroom, and not
simply shout answers out.
Respect staff and respect the contributions of other
students; be respectfully silent while others are
giving feedback and listen carefully
Do not get out of their seat unless given permission
to do so
Keep food out of classrooms but stay hydrated (with
water)
At the end of the lesson stand behind their place and
wait until they are dismissed; look around the table
– is it free from litter?
Planner & pencil cases should be visible on the desk
at the start of every lesson

Break/Lunch:
1. Be in designated areas at break and lunch times
(NOT in classrooms or wondering the corridors)
2. Only eat food in the designated areas (canteen or
outside)
3. Mobile phones should not be seen or heard on the
school site
4. Do not bring prohibited items that have no place in
our school, for example:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Matches/Lighters
Cigarettes
Illegal substances
Weapons
Chewing Gum
Fizzy drinks including energy drinks
E cigarettes & vapes

Equipment:
Students should continue to bring in their own equipment
to school:
·
School bag
·
Pencil case
·
2 pencils
·
2 black handwriting pens
·
2 green biro pens
·
1 30cm ruler
·
1 rubber
·
1 highlighter
·
1 glue stick
·
Maths's equipment (scientific calculator Casio fx85 gtx, 180° protractor, compass, set square)
·
Reading book
Relationships between staff students and parents continue
to be excellent, and we look forward to continuing to work
with you and your son/daughter to achieve success together
at Ark Victoria Academy.

PE (secondary) Extra-curricular activities in
Summer Term 2022:
Day

Time

Year Group Activity

Monday

3.15-4.30 Girls

Multi sports

Monday

3.15-4.15 Y8 Boys

Football

Tuesday

3.15-4.20 Y7 Boys

Cricket

Wednesday 3.15-4.15 Y7/Y8
Wednesday
Thursday

3.15-4.15

Y9
Y10

3.15-4.30 Girls

Tennis
Duke of
Edinburgh
Football

All students need to be in school PE kit and bring a drink
with them, for these sessions.

Central Sports Partnership current points
table:

Sport for Life International Tennis Sessions
for Year 7 & 8

Each week on a Wednesday, we have
a fully qualified Tennis Coach come
into school to work with our
students on their Tennis skills, but
also to rebuild their confidence in
being physically active outside of PE. Our first set of
students have had a brilliant time developing their control
and technique and showed some amazing progress in the
final weeks. Shout out to Zoya, Zeenat, Rehana and Ramsha!
This term sees the start of our next cohort of students. There
are still a few spaces available, so if you would like your son
or daughter to get involved please get in touch with Ms
Coughlan
(s.coughlan@arkvictoria.org)
for
further
information.

Sessions: 3.15-4.15pm Wednesdays every week for 10
weeks.
Students will need to be in PE kit and bring a drink. They
must also have a reply slip signed by parents to attend.
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Commonwealth Games 2022!

The Commonwealth Games will be held in Birmingham
this Summer. See below for the events and dates. Further
information can be found on
https://www.birmingham2022.com/schedule/overview

KS3 Rewards trip - England Ladies 'v' Belgium

A reminder that the PE Department have organised for 28
of our female athletes to go and watch the Lionesses play
against Belgium
at the Molineux
Stadium on 16th
June 2022.

Girls Football
Match 'v' Ark St Albans.

Date TBC (after half term) for Year 7-9 in a 9-a-side game,
away.

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award!

Our students are now well under way with their Physical,
Skills and Volunteering sections; working hard to complete
them before the expedition which is set to take place in July.
This has shown great commitment from those involved and
it is great to see their personal growth. Please continue to
encourage your family members who are participating and
ask them how they are getting on.
All expedition training will now be held on Wednesdays in
M25. Anyone who does not attend the training will not be
able to attend the expedition due to health and safety
reasons. Information on dates for the expedition will be
confirmed soon, so please look out for further information.
Next Meeting for Year 9 and 10 students: Wednesday
8th June 2022. If you have any questions, please speak to
Ms Coughlan (DofE Manager) or Miss Ward (DofE Leader),
or see our students’ MS Teams page.

Parent/Carer Webinars

Birmingham Children's Trust offers the opportunity for
parents/carers to participate in parent/carer webinars
which take place regularly throughout the year and cover a
number of different topics, which may be of interest. Please
see the link to the local offer website in the flyers below for
further details. Each webinar should last approximately one
hour and take the
format
of
a
presentation followed
by an opportunity to
ask questions.
https://arkvictoria.org/student-wellbeing#overlaycontext=mental-health
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Earth Day

On Friday 20th May, Ark Victoria
Academy celebrated Earth day for all
primary pupils and Years 7-9 in the
secondary phase. The day involved a
range of exciting activities in order
to recognise the key theme of the
year which is “Invest in our Planet”. Across primary and
secondary, pupils had the opportunity to learn about ‘Food
Security’ through a live zoom assembly (delivered by a PhD
student from the University of Birmingham), they took part
in a range of engaging activities to raise awareness about
Earth day, as well as a litter picking
activity to improve our local
environment. Finally, pupils in
secondary took part in a recycle arts
project as part of a house competition
led by the green influencer project. The
aim of this was so to create a virtual art gallery for the school
website promoting the importance of recycling and
explaining the impact which we as individuals can have
improving the environment. Overall, it was a fantastic day
enjoyed by all of our pupils who took part.

Free School Meals

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

On Thursday 26th May 2022, Ark Victoria came together to
commemorate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. In both the
primary and secondary phases, pupils celebrated this
momentous occasion through a wide range of exciting
activities. Pupils came to school in non-uniform (wearing
red, white or blue), they listened to an informative assembly
all about the Queen’s jubilee and what this means to us here
at Ark Victoria Academy, there was a street party, a range of
exciting activities for all pupils to enjoy as well as a British
themed lunch. Overall, it was a really successful event and
pupils thoroughly enjoyed celebrating such an important
occasion!

National Debtline

For information on the national debtline, please see below:
Call 0808 808 4000 Monday to Friday 9am to 8pm, and
Saturdays 9.30am to 1pm.
Webchat with a National
Debtline adviser, go to www.nationaldebtline.org. If you
prefer to get advice and help online, you can use our online
advice
tool
instead
of
this
guide.
Go
to
https://tools.nationaldebtline.org/dat-reg and click on ‘Get
started’.
Another
source
of
online
help:
https://moneyadvicetrust.org/advice-services/

Academy Inset days 2021-2022
•

Friday 1st July 2022 (Ark inset day)

Click the images above to apply for free school meals.

Summer Term dates
•
•

30 May – 03 June 2022 – half term break
Thursday 21st July – End of term
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Primary Recommended Reads

Key Stage 1 Fiction Recommendation

The Fox and the Star by Coralie Bickford-Smith
Once there was a Fox who lived in a
deep, dense forest. For as long as Fox
could remember, his only friend had
been Star, who lit the forest paths each
night. But then one night Star was not
there, and Fox had to face the forest all
alone. This is a beautiful fable about
loneliness and belonging by designer
Coralie Bickford-Smith. Her intricate
graphic designs are something to
behold!

Key Stage 2 Fiction Recommendation
The Storm Keeper’s Island by Catherine Doyle

Crackling with magic and influenced by Irish folklore, The
Storm Keeper’s Island combines classic adventure with
sharply funny dialogue for a spirited
debut.
'So magical and wild that it's like being
swept away by the sea ... She's taken an
ancient story and found something new
and bold and wild in it - I think only
real bone-deep writers and storytellers
do that. I can't wait for the next one!' Katherine Rundell, author of “The
Explorer”.

Secondary recommended read

This week’s recommended read comes from Sami in 8
Zephaniah. Looking at the Stars follows the tale of Amina, a
girl living in a dangerous world under a dictatorship. Amina
is outspoken and gets lost in her own imagination. This
might not seem dangerous, but in her world it is.

MR ALIPOUR’S PUZZLES 27/05/2022

Are you excited about learning Maths? Are you inspired to
receive more golden tickets? Then try Mr Alipour’s puzzles
and email your answers to r.alipour@arkvictoria.org
Any student with correct answers to my puzzles will receive
golden tickets 😊😊 Challenging, however fun, Maths puzzles
will be posted in our weekly newsletters, and you will be able
to see the answers in the next newsletter. Well done to all 7
students at Ark Victoria Academy, for getting correct
answers to my last puzzles. All these students now have won
many golden tickets! So, try my next puzzles and send me
your answers. Let’s see who the Maths geniuses are 😉😉

Last puzzles answers:
Puzzle 13 answer
Let x be the height of a dice. Then:
524 + x = 314 + 3x
2x = 210
x = 105, therefore the height, length and width of each
dice is 105 as this is a cube with all equal sides. Now,
to find the height of the box we need to do the following
calculation:
314 – 105 = 209
209 + 105 + 105 = 419
Puzzle 14 answer

Amina is expecting things to change in her country when a
new government comes to power, however, her life is torn to
shreds by the news that her brother is missing. Amina must
embark on a dangerous journey to find safety.
Amina finds inspiration for her stories
through looking at the stars and storytelling becomes her means of coping
with the troubled world.
This is recommended to pupils in KS3
who enjoy reading about struggle and
overcoming difficulty against all odds.
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This Weeks Puzzles

Puzzle 15

Puzzle 16
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