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Thought for the week:  
Success depends upon previous preparation, and without such preparation there is 
sure to be failure. 

Senior Leadership Message 
Dear parents/guardians 

We have all had to draw upon huge reserves of 
resilience and tenacity in the last six months and none 
more so than our pupils. They have faced changes to 
almost every aspect of their lives and have also missed 
weeks of formal schooling. However, over the last 
three weeks, they have shown us that they have come 
back into school, focused, determined and prepared. It 
has been an absolute delight to have them back in 
school, resuming their studies, their friendships and 
their learning. We have waited and planned carefully 
for their return and they have made us so proud with 
their attitude and enthusiasm. 

Our preparation has included revision of the 
curriculum in every subject and in every year group to 
ensure all core learning and non-negotiables are 
secured before moving on to new content. We have 
planned how to support remote learning at home; we 
have created training and resources for our staff, 
students and parents too. I am saying this to reassure 
you, no matter what happens, we are planning to 
continue supporting and teaching your children. 

We also have a new Personal Development curriculum 
supporting your children to learn about themselves, 
the world they live in, our values and their own 
development. We also consider well-being, happiness 
and how to build reserves of resilience. Children across 

the school in all year groups are taking part in this 
curriculum, alongside their normal academic 
curriculum. 

I know that you are also encouraging your children to 
be prepared and I thank you for this – it is evident in 
the manner with which they have come back to school. 
Working in partnership we will ensure minimal 
disruption to your child’s education, even if there are 
more restrictions due to the pandemic. 

Finally, can I thank you all for your patience and 
resilience adjusting to all the changes – it was not a 
small task to consider how to get 1567 pupils safely in 
and out of school in separate year bubbles, but we are 
managing it with your help and the wonderful support 
of our staff. I think that dividing the walkways in two, 
so it is clear where students and parents are walking is 
useful and working with you to consider how and 
where siblings are collected, is making things run more 
smoothly. As ever, please do get in touch to share your 
concerns or make suggestions – we are very grateful 
for your support, as these times are new and unusual 
for us all. Thank you again for helping us to keep all 
socially distanced, by not coming on site unless it is 
absolutely necessary. 

Please read our parent guide to remote learning on our 
website: 
https://arkvictoria.org/sites/default/files/A%20guid
e%20for%20home%20learning.pdf.   

We will also be providing virtual workshops to further 
support you, look out for texts and messages on our 
website. I would also like to restart our coffee 
mornings, albeit virtually, as it so important we work 
together as a community in these unsettling times.  

Please look at our website regularly as we will share 
updates and news with you here.  

Ms McSorley 

 

 

https://arkvictoria.org/sites/default/files/A%20guide%20for%20home%20learning.pdf.
https://arkvictoria.org/sites/default/files/A%20guide%20for%20home%20learning.pdf.
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We are prepared for many eventualities and we can see 
that our preparations have worked well thus far, as our 
school is calm and purposeful, full of smartly dressed 
and polite pupils, focused on their school work. It is a 
real pleasure to see. I really have missed this. 

It has been so lovely to have our primary children back 
at school at last.  We have missed them all so much and 
judging by the smiling faces when they returned I think 
they have missed us too! 

All of the staff spent a lot of time preparing for the 
children to return – making sure it was safe and also 
that the children would feel comfortable and happy 
after such a long time at home. It was absolutely worth 
all the hard work because it has been a fantastic start 
to the new school year. I have been incredibly 
impressed with how resilient the children have been – 
settling back into school as if they had never been 
away!  

Our new Nursery and Reception pupils have had a 
fantastic start to their school journey.  They are 
enjoying life in our Early Years and love playing on 
our new outdoor playground equipment. 

In the rest of the school, it has been lovely to see the 
children back with their friends and enjoying their 
learning in their classrooms.  I have been pleased to 
see how sensibly they have adapted to new routines 
and how this hasn’t changed how enthusiastic they are 
about life at school.  They have also been enjoying our 

exciting new playground equipment on the Oldknow 
playground. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always, our focus is reading.  We want every child 
to develop a love of reading and to be able to read well. 
Teachers will be listening to all children read 
individually as well as reading some of their favourite 
stories to their class.  We have some beautiful reading 
areas in the school where classes will be able to relax 
and enjoy some quiet reading time. 

 

 

Please look out for an email this week with information 
about how to access primary Friday afternoon 
learning. This includes some fantastic PE and Art 
tutorials from our teachers – parents feel free to join 
in! 
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I would like to say a huge thank you to all of you - our 
parents.  You have been very supportive of the school 
and the work we have done to keep the children safe. 
We appreciate this continued support as always and 
always welcome feedback from you too.   

Mrs Twort 

Key Messages to Primary Parents 
• Coming back to school has been an absolute 

pleasure, with getting to enjoy the time with my 
new teacher and catch up with my classmates. It’s 
been amazing coming back after a year I will 
never forget! It feels like I’ve learned so much 
over the last few weeks. Going from working from 
home to working in a beautiful colourful 
classroom with all my friends has been brilliant. 
Sometimes it’s difficult after so long away, but I 
prefer to think about the positive things like my 
amazing classmates and getting to work hard once 
again. - Amina, 6 Watt 

• After 3 days in Nursery, 
Zoya and Minnah have 
become best friends. 
They have shown such 
resilience coming into 
Nursery every day with a 
spring in their step and 
a smile on their faces. 

• On Friday, Uzayr 
requested that we call 
the ‘‘fixer man’’ to come to the Nursery so he could 

show him the broken ceiling tile. Mr 
Williams was very grateful to Uzayr 
for being kind and helping him keep 
the site tidy. Uzayr has also shown 
he is very ambitious! At 3 years old, 
he already knows he wants to be a 
‘‘builder man’’ when he grows up.  

 

 

 

 

 

We are very pleased to see students in all year groups 
back in school. To support students with their 
learning, we are training students on digital literacy 
to encourage independent learning and allow 
students to extend their learning outside of the 
classroom. Students have been given sessions in the 
computer room to show them what makes a good 
password and how to organise folders. Students have 
also been shown how to access their email, 
Sharepoint, MS Teams and other applications such as 
Hegarty Maths and GCSEPOD. Students will access 
homework from MS Teams in the future to help them 
become more digitally literate.  

Students will have ongoing sessions around digital 
literacy to ensure they can maximise their learning 
outside the classroom. 

This week we have launched our new rewards room 
where students have to earn golden tickets to gain 
access. This includes outstanding classwork, effort, 
values and improvement in behaviour, attendance, 
and punctuality. Below is a picture of some of our start 
students using the room this week - well done to those 
students! 
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Special mention to Eisha who won star of the week for 
Year 8, and also a golden ticket. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Messages to Secondary Parents 
• Ark Apprenticeship Expo Webinars for Y11                                      

Y11 pupils have been invited to attend a series of online 
webinars about apprenticeships. These webinars will 
be a valuable opportunity for students to hear from 
some of the UK’s top apprenticeship employers about 
what apprenticeship options are available, what it is 
like to be an apprentice and how to successfully apply.  
The times of the webinars are as follows.  

• Tuesday 6th October, 3:30-4:30 pm: Technology, 
Digital and Media Apprenticeships 

• Wednesday 7th October 3:30-4:30 pm: Health, 
Science and Society Apprenticeships 

• Thursday 8th October: 3:30 – 4:30 pm: Business 
and Finance Apprenticeships 

Pupils are welcome to attend all three webinars if they 
would like to. The webinars will be hosted by the Ark 
Central Team and will be delivered using Microsoft 
Teams. The webinars will be recorded for safeguarding 
purposes.  I will share further details with Y11 shortly.  

Mr Nandi - Assistant Headteacher 

• Aston University Online tour and support.  

Aston University’s pre-16 programme supports 
students in Years 7-11, particularly those from 
underrepresented groups, to enrich their current 
studies and discover more about what it means to 
study at university. They seek to raise aspirations and 
enhance students’ knowledge of higher education and 
the opportunities that studying at university can offer 
them. They believe that all students, regardless of 
socio-economic background, should have the 
opportunity to study at university, should they wish 
to do so. For their online tours and support please 
visit:  
https://www2.aston.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/sro/
pre-16  

Mr Nandi - Assistant Headteacher 

Uniform matters 
At Ark Victoria we expect all pupils to wear the school 
uniform with pride and to always look clean and smart.  

Parents please be aware that student not 
wearing correct uniform will receive a 
sanction until uniform is in line with the school 
policy and expectations.  

Please encourage your child to hang up their uniform 
when they get home after school.  

For P.E:  

• Navy shorts/track suit bottoms  
• Black trainers  
• Black socks  

Students should wear PE kit to school on their 
PE timetabled day.  

Jewellery  

Pupils can wear one item of religious significance e.g. 
Sikh bangle (Kara).  

We do not allow pupils to wear the following items:  

• Rings  
• Nose studs 
• Wrist bands/non-religious bracelets 

https://www2.aston.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/sro/pre-16
https://www2.aston.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/sro/pre-16
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FSM reminder 
If parents believe that their children may qualify for 
entitlement to Free School Meals, please contact the 
office for more details. This allowance is a statutory 
right and it is important that you use it if you qualify. 
We will help you all we can with your application. 

https://arkvictoria.org/fsm-voucher-support 

Behaviour reminder 
We expect pupils to arrive during their designated 
window at the start of the school day.  If you bring 
them to school, you will need to make sure they arrive 
by no earlier or later than their designated window 
time.  If you are late in getting to school this will be 
reflected in your child’s reports, which are sent to any 
college, university or employer your child might apply 
to in the future.  A poor record of punctuality could 
seriously affect their future chances of finding a place 
to continue their education or to get a job.  

If your child is late for registration, they should sign in 
at Reception when they arrive and a note will be 
written in their Planner.  

If your child is late for a lesson, they should apologise 
and show their Planner to the member of staff.  

How can your child best learn?  

The culture at Ark Victoria is one of being curious 
about learning, asking questions, discovery, reflection 
and enjoying study.  It is important that your child 
arrives to lessons with the right attitude.  

We expect pupils to listen, follow instructions and to 
focus on their work.  Your child should behave well in 
lessons and not do anything to disrupt the learning of 
other pupils in their class. If your child receives a 
sanction for behaviour it is recorded on our central 
system and parents will receive a text alert.    

We expect our pupils to be... 

Ambitious – to have high standards of behaviour, work 
and equipment  

• Have pride in their behaviour and attendance 
so you have the best chance to succeed  

• Present their best self to achieve their potential   

• Give themselves the opportunity to make a 
difference in later life 

• Resilient – put in 100% effort in all aspects of 
school life 

• Follow instructions first time 
• Fully apply themselves to every task, even 

when they find the task difficult. Learning is 
not easy; they need to be persistent 

• Remain 100% focused so others can learn 
without interruption  

• Kind – be kind to everyone; every time 
• Treat everyone with respect  
• Be polite  
• Help to create a positive place to learn 

Menus 
To view our wide range of meals please head over to 
the School Website using the following links.  

Primary Lunch Menu: 
https://arkvictoria.org/secondary/secondary-lunch-
menu 

Secondary Lunch Menu 
https://arkvictoria.org/primary/primary-lunch-
menu 

Ideas to try at home: 
• Fun, easy projects to make with stuff around 

the house: 
https://www.familiesfirstindiana.org/fun-
easy-projects-to-make-with-stuff-around-the-
house 

Ark News and Updates 
• Welcome back to Ark - 

https://arkonline.org/news/supporting-our-
students-our-work-reopen-schools 

• Ark students receive GCSE and BTEC results - 
https://arkonline.org/news/ark-students-receive-
gcse-and-btec-results-live 

 

 

 

https://arkvictoria.org/fsm-voucher-support
https://arkvictoria.org/secondary/secondary-lunch-menu
https://arkvictoria.org/secondary/secondary-lunch-menu
https://arkvictoria.org/primary/primary-lunch-menu
https://arkvictoria.org/primary/primary-lunch-menu
https://www.familiesfirstindiana.org/fun-easy-projects-to-make-with-stuff-around-the-house
https://www.familiesfirstindiana.org/fun-easy-projects-to-make-with-stuff-around-the-house
https://www.familiesfirstindiana.org/fun-easy-projects-to-make-with-stuff-around-the-house
https://arkonline.org/news/supporting-our-students-our-work-reopen-schools
https://arkonline.org/news/supporting-our-students-our-work-reopen-schools
https://arkonline.org/news/ark-students-receive-gcse-and-btec-results-live
https://arkonline.org/news/ark-students-receive-gcse-and-btec-results-live
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Term Dates 
• Autumn Term – Tuesday 1st September 2020 – 

Friday 18th December 2020 

• Half Term – Monday 26th October 2020 – Friday 
30th October 2020 

• Inset days – Friday 16th October 2020 (Ark 
Primary only Inset day), Monday 23rd November 
2020 (School Secondary only Inset day) & Friday 
4th December 2020 (ARK Inset day) 

• Spring Term – Monday 4th January 2021 – 
Thursday 1st April 2021 

• Half Term – Monday 15th February 2021 – Friday 
19th February 2021 

• Inset days - Monday 4th January 2021, Tuesday 
5th January 2021 (School Primary only Inset day) 
& Friday 26th March 2021 (ARK Secondary only 
Inset day) 

• Summer Term – Monday 19th April 2021 – 
Wednesday 21st July 2021 

• Half Term – Monday 31st May 2021 – Friday 4th 
June 2021 

• Inset days - Monday 19th April 2021, Thursday 
13th May 2021 (School Primary only Inset day), 
Friday 2nd July 2021 (Ark Inset day) & Wednesday 
21st July 2021 (School Inset day) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Puzzles and Fun 
Maths/Science/English Puzzle 
 

 

 

 Primary Puzzle 
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Fun Facts  

• You can find over 300 languages spoken in the 
UK. 

• There are more chickens in Great Britain than 
people. 

• Stonehenge, a popular tourist attraction in 
Wiltshire, is older than the Pyramids. 

Recommended Read 
Have you ever met a Worry? Ruby’s Worry won’t leave 
her alone! No one else can see it– not even her parents. 
This is the perfect return-to-school read for anyone 
dealing with their own concerns about being back in a 
classroom. Look out for this beautifully illustrated 
book in Mrs Twort’s first assembly!  

 

 

 

 

This is the first in Zanib Mian’s laugh-out– loud ‘Omar’ 
series. Chosen as the CBBC Book of the Month, fans of 
‘Tom Gates’ or ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid’ will enjoy the 
cartoon illustrations and 
infectiously enthusiastic main 
character. 

 

 

If you enjoyed ‘Brightstorm’ or ‘The Girl of Ink and 
Stars’ you should definitely pick up Struan Murray’s 
‘Orphans of the Tide’. This is a story about orphan Ellie 
Lancaster who lives in a city with 
sea all around- a world full of 
magical inventions and 
unexpected surprises. 
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