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Thought for the week:  
‘The greatest discovery of all time is that a person 
can change his future by merely changing his 
attitude.’       
 
Oprah Winfrey  
 

Principal’s Message: 
This is the final newsletter of this half-term; I want to start 
by wishing all our pupils and their families a relaxing and 
restorative half-term break. I hope you enjoy the time 
together and come back feeling refreshed and eager to take 
on the challenges of the new term.   
  
I write this just as I have finished watching an amazing 
Harvest Festival assembly by our very talented reception 
children. They sang and spoke beautifully to a captivated 
audience of parents and staff. I feel so proud of all they have 
learnt over this half-term and the confidence they are 
showing. Well done Team Reception!  
  
A huge congratulations also to Mrs Coughlin and the PE 
team for securing the Silver School Games Mark – this is a 
fantastic achievement and testament to the hard work of 
pupils and staff. The award is DfE funded and celebrates 
four key areas: participation, competition, student 
leadership and work with clubs. I am very proud of the fact 
we have gained this award and can see the confidence and 
skills growing in our pupils.  
  
Our reading intervention programme has begun in earnest 
across the academy. Any pupil who is not yet reading at their 
chronological age, will be receiving some form of support 
and intervention. We now need parents to support us please 
by ensuring your child attends every intervention. We have 
staff trained in reading interventions and have purchased 
highly effective software to support with our reading tuition. 
It is imperative that pupils have the time to practise reading 
and develop their skills across the different components of 
reading including fluency, comprehension, phonemic 
awareness and vocabulary. Some of our pupils will also 
receive support with their phonics, as a strong grasp of 
phonics will secure improved reading.  
  
We have a special session for parents and families following 
the half-term break, with one of our partners: Citizens UK. 
Citizens UK will be delivering a workshop on support for 
Housing including a Q and A session on Tuesday 
1st November at 9am in Oldknow Hall. We continue to work 
with partner organisations within our community to 
support our school and wider community. Please see the 
flyer on our website for further information.  
  

A reminder about attendance: although our attendance is 
improving, we are still some way below expectations. I 
shared recently in a Parents’ coffee morning the impact of 
absence on achievement:  
  

• in our recent GCSE examinations, our average grade was 
4.9.   

• for students with 95% + attendance the average grade was 
5.2  

• for students with attendance between 90 and 95%, 
attendance dipped below the school average to 4.7  

• for students with attendance below 90% the average grade 
dropped to 4.2 – this is one grade lower than those 
students with 95% and above attendance  

  
This is stark and compelling. Ensuring your child attends 
school every day, is the best way to ensure they have the best 
chance of gaining strong outcomes. We will be announcing 
a special attendance competition after the half-term break 
to motivate and encourage strong attendance from all. Look 
out for more information on this.  
  
Finally, after half-term break, students in KS4 will be sitting 
assessments. Y11 students will sit their mock examinations 
under full GCSE conditions with external invigilators. 
Results of these mocks will be shared with parents during 
parents’ evening on Thursday December 8th; analysis of 
mock performance will help teachers to precisely plan 
lessons and students to focus their revision. Y10 students 
will also sit assessments to help teachers diagnose strengths 
and areas for development. Please support your child by 
ensuring they complete homework and revision each night.  
  
As the quote above states the future can be changed for each 
and everyone of us, through a change of attitude. For some 
of us, we will need to come back working harder on our 
reading, for some it will be making sure we come to school 
on time, every day, for others it will be revising and 
preparing in earnest for some very important exams. We can 
and should adopt a ‘can do’ attitude, as success at school is 
absolutely something we can all achieve, with the right 
attitude and approach, and support from family and staff.  
  
I hope you all have a relaxing half-term break.  
 

Ms McSorley 
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Primary Headteachers welcome 

This has been a very busy and successful half term – I can’t 
believe the holidays are here already!    
 
It has been fantastic to welcome parents into school over the 
past few weeks for a variety of events. The Reception 
Harvest Assembly was amazing! Our youngest pupils were 
so confident standing up on stage and I was very impressed 
with their singing, Big Red Combine Harvester was 
definitely my favourite song! I would like to say thank you 
for your generous donations for the food bank, these will 
really support families in need this half term. Our Autumn 
workshop and seasonal walks to Small Heath Park have 
been very well attended by parents. I loved hearing from the 
children about the autumnal colours they saw and the 
variety of animals they spotted! Thank you to all of our 
parents who were able to take part in these.  
 

We were also pleased to be able to invite parents into our 
Year 1 music performance. We are very lucky to have our 
secondary music teacher, Miss Pirosca, who has been 
teaching the Year 1 music lessons this year. Again, I was so 
pleased to see how confident the children were during their 
performance, singing beautifully on stage. For our Year 4 
pupils, we held our Roman pottery workshop with the 
fantastic Miss Lawrence, our resident art teacher. The 
pupils, and the parents, really enjoyed recreating Roman 
pottery as part of their Roman day linked to their history 
topic and are looking forward to painting these when they 
return after half term.  
  
It was also lovely to see many of our parents at our latest 
coffee morning. During the coffee morning, we heard 
primary and secondary updates as well as hearing from key 
members of our team such as our Community Engagement 
Lead, Mr. Ibrahim, and our school counsellor, Miss Foster. 
A presentation from BeeZee Bodies was very informative 
and is an excellent opportunity, at no cost, for any parents 
keen to get their children more active. 
 

We know the importance of working together with our 
parents and we are keen to develop this further through the 

introduction of a Parent Teacher Association. This is an 
opportunity for parents to share their views on how the 
school can best support parents, and the community, as well 
as giving parents an opportunity to share their skills and 

expertise with us. If you can spare a little time to support us 
with this, please join us for an introductory coffee morning. 

A flyer will follow after half term with more details.  

Alongside all of these activities, Year 3 enjoyed a successful 

trip to the Frank Chapman centre linked to their history 
lessons on the Stone Age. They learnt how to start a fire, 
build a den and even hunt wild boar. The children were so 

enthusiastic and described it as the best day ever!  

 
 
I am very pleased to announce the appointment of our Head 
Boy, Adam M in 6W, and Head Girl, Emaan N in 6T, who 
have already been an important part of our interview 
process this week. I know they are going to do an excellent 
job in their roles and look forward to introducing them at 
our next coffee morning. Well done both!  
 

Have a lovely half term and we look forward to welcoming 
you back for Pumpkin parties – own clothes or fancy dress 
on Monday 31st October.  
 
 
Mrs Twort   
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Key Messages to Primary Parents 

Reception Update 
Reception have been learning about Autumn this half term. 
Our Autumn workshop was a huge success. Parents had the 
opportunity to come and work with their child to create an 
Autumn box that they will be taking with them on the 
Autumn walk on Friday 14th October. The children really 
enjoyed seeing their parents during the school day and 
were excited to work alongside them. Thank you to all the 
reception parents who attended the workshop. We really 
enjoyed working with you and are looking forward to the 
Autumn walk. Here are some pictures of the great Autumn 
boxes children and parents created together!  
 

 
 

                          
 

Year 1 Update 
Year 1 have been learning all about cave art from the Stone 

Age; they have enjoyed exploring how people used art as a 
way to record stories and communicate ideas thousands of 
years ago. They have studied various techniques and used 

pictures to help create their own fantastic designs.   

 

Year 2 Update 
We are very lucky in Year 2 to have a new member of our 
year group! Coco the bear has joined us and is going to be 
going home with various children throughout the year. He 
started by visiting Mrs Stokes’ house where he played so 

much outside that he was exhausted and needed a nap on 

the sofa! He will be spending time visiting members of 2 
Tolkien before making his way into the other classes. He is 

very much looking forward to meeting you all!  

    

 
Year 3 Update 
Year 3 have been learning how to write a setting 
description based around the book BOOOM. They have 
enjoyed identifying vocabulary, expanded noun phrases 
and adjectives to describe the setting of a lush, green 
valley. The children applied everything they had learnt to 
write their own setting about a volcano. The example 
shown is the first draft. The children will now edit and 
revise their work until they are happy to publish it. They 
are all working so hard on their writing skills.    
 

 
 

Year 4 Update 
Year 4 have got in touch with their scientific side this week! 
We are currently learning about how to keep your teeth 
healthy and clean. To support their learning, children have 
had the opportunity to participate in an exciting science 
experiment on how different liquids affect your teeth by 
using an egg to represent the tooth! We are so excited for the 
results from this experiment; watch this space for the results 

next week!   
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Year 5 Update 

Year 5 were visited by author and rapper Dreadlock Alien for 
National Poetry Day. The children absolutely loved his 
unique style and the experience broadened children’s 
thinking about poetry in all its creative forms. Children also 
participated in a poetry workshop back in class, where they 

worked in collaboration with each other to perform a class 

poem about the environment. A very ’rhythmic’ day!  

 
Year 6 Update 
Like many other year groups, Year 6 loved their visit by Mr 

Deadlock Alien. This fantastic poet has been visiting our 
school for many years and it was great to see that he 
recognised some faces of aspiring poets in our Year 6 cohort 
from his previous trips. This time, he taught us to beat box, 

which is a form of vocal percussion, alongside his raps. The 
year 6 teachers were blown away by some of the talented 
beatboxers in Year 6, particularly Adam in 6W. This visit has 
already inspired some of our pupils to write some poetry for 

pleasure in their spare time.  

 

 
 

 

Digital Champions 
 
Mathletics Class Champion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TTRS Champions: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Primary Pastoral and Student Wellbeing   
Newsletter  
  
Shout Outs  
We would like to give a massive shout out to the following 
students.  Well done, we are proud of you and keep up the 
good work!  
 

Year  Shoutouts  
Reception  RC – Highest class dojo’s  

Year 1  1z – Highest class Dojo’s  

Year 2  2s – Highest Class Dojo’s  

Year 3  Year 3 for having the highest-class 
dojo points - 11402  

Year 4  4s – Highest class dojo’s  

Year 5  5W – 100% Attendance last week  

Year 6  
  

-Emaan 6T and Adam 6W - appointed as 
the Primary Head Girl and Head Boy.  They 
both excelled in their interviews and we're 
sure they're going to be perfect for their new 
roles!  
  

  
 
 
 
 
 

Year  Number of 
bronze 

certificates 
achieved   

Number of silver 
certificates 
achieved  

1  3  0  

2  0  0  

3  14  2  
4  9 0  

5  6  1  

6  20  3  

Year Pupil Name 
3 Yusuf B 3S  
4 Jumana A 4S  
5 Rufaida A 5C 
6 Rizwan H 6T  
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Class Dojo Champions  

Congratulations to the following children who have the 
highest-class dojo’s in their class, They will receive a 
certificate in celebration assembly  

   

Attendance    
We want our children to have a positive experience at school 
and to be able to reach their full potential.   
 In order for them to achieve this it is important that they 
attend school regularly.    
  
What is expected of the pupils?  

• To respect themselves and others   

• To do all they can to attend school regularly and 
punctually   

• To inform a trusted adult if they feel that they are being 
bullied   

• To encourage friendship and a sense of belonging   

• To be happy and encourage others to feel happy   
  
What is expected of the Parents?   

• To keep requests for their child to be absent to a 
minimum   

• To offer a reason, or medical proof, for any period of 
absence, preferably before the absence or on the first day 
of absence   

•  reason should be offered for any lateness   

• To work closely with the school to resolve any problems 
that may impede a child’s attendance   

• To take family holidays during school holiday periods and 
be aware that requests for holidays during term time will 
be refused except in special/exceptional circumstances.   

• To be aware of curriculum requirements and be especially 
vigilant with regards to attendance during important 
academic times such as SATS   

• To support their child and recognise their successes and 
achievements   

We hope that you will continue to support us with 
attendance by ensuring that your child is in school 
every day and on time.    
Please see table below, which shows the number of days 
missing from school, linked to attendance percentage   

  
  

Primary School attendance for last week – 94.32%  

Attendance Rewards  
Max, Winne the Pooh and Harry the Hippo.  Attendance 
bears are given to the class with the highest attendance in 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2    
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Attendance Bear Winners   
Reception - highest class attendance is RC - 94.67%   
1C - 95.86%  
2T - 95.33%  
  
KS2 Weekly Attendance Trophy winners    
   
3S – 99.58%   

 4T – 97.59%                 
5W - 100%   
 6W – 96.79%   
   
  

Well done to you all and keep it up!!   
  

Wellbeing Tips –  

  
 
Online Safety  
It is important to talk to your child regularly about what they 
are doing online and make sure that they know that they 
should always talk to you or another trusted adult if they 
have any concerns. Please make sure the appropriate 
privacy settings are set up on Snapchat and your child knows 
how to block and report other users if necessary.  
 

Is your child playing or watching others play games online? 
Your child could be using Twitch, Steam, Roblox, YouTube 
etc to access games or watch others play. We need to make 
sure that what they are viewing is appropriate for them.  
 
It is important to talk to your child to see what they are 
interested in so you can have a look first to see if they are 
appropriate. For example, there are games that may appear 
to be appropriate but are actually horror/ survival games 
and characters can turn more sinister as the game 
progresses.  
It is important to remember that children may be playing 
the game, watching videos of it on sites such as YouTube or 

playing replicated versions on Roblox for example. More 
information   
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-
safety/onlinegames/  
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Wellbeing Book Recommendation  

  
 
Please see below places where kids eat for free this half term. 
 

 
 
 
Have a lovely half term break everyone and stay safe!  

 
Mrs Kumar  
Primary Pastoral Lead  
 

 
 
 

Book Recommendation  
Book recommendation for this week is:   
Clive King's classic, Stig of the Dump, is this week's primary 
recommended read.  Year 3 pupils have been engrossed in 
the developing relationship between Barney and Stig, but 
it's a story which is sure to be enjoyed by older children too.  
A heart-warming story about an unlikely friendship.  
  

 
 

It has been a busy but wonderful first half term, and we 

have been pleased with how students have settled into 
lessons and school life. This half term, students have been 
involved in trips, football matches, library lessons, 
interventions sessions for exam preparation, as well as 
participating in Poetry Day and Mental Health awareness 

day. Year 11 students are busy, preparing for their mock 
exams which start after the half term holiday. Please read 

below for further details. 
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Year 7 update 
Year 7 have had an amazing first half term at Ark Victoria 
currently leading with attendance of 96% since the term 
started, and also with rewards, students have earnt over 
2500 positive rewards. 
 
A massive well done to our ‘Stars of the Week’ who have 
stood out for showing our ARK values throughout the week: 

• Ibithal - 7 Zephaniah 

• Zubayr - 7 Tolkien 

• Eshal - 7 Cadbury 

• Dhanyaal - 7 Watt 

• Hamza - 7 Simmonds 

• Hadiya - 7 Yousafzai 
 
I would also like to congratulate the following students who 
have the highest pastoral scores in the year: 
 

Name 
 
Tutor Pastoral Score 

H Maksudul 7 Zephaniah 143 

O Ibtihal 7 Zephaniah 135 

G Pappu 7 Zephaniah 134 

R Alef 7 Zephaniah 133.7 

Y Eliza 7 Zephaniah 132 

 
At ‘Year 7 Settling in Evening’ letters were handed out 
inviting parents of Year 7’s to sign up to My Child At School 
(MCAS). This is an app which will allow you to see live 
information about your Year 7 child and any siblings at this 
school:  
 

• Timetable & lessons   

• Attendance & late marks   

• Positive and negative behaviour logs and detentions   

• Consents that you have given to the school   

• End of year and pastoral reports   

• Homework   
  

If you missed out at Settling in Evening, we will be sending 
the letter out to you. Please call the school if you would like 
assistance with using the app.  
 
I would like to thank parents and students for their hard 
work, students have made a brilliant start to secondary life 
at Ark Victoria Academy.  

 
Year 8 update 
Our year 8's had the fantastic opportunity to visit The Black 
Country Living Museum this week. Students had the 
opportunity to learn about the Industrial Revolution, how 
people lived their lives during that time. Behaviour was 
exemplary on the trip and our Year 8 students were a 
massive credit to the school. 
 

I would also like to shout out our ‘Stars of the Week’ for 
this week: 

• Saima - 8 Simmonds 

• Ramisa - 8 Tolkien, 

• Sonia - 8 Cadbury, 

• Towshif - 8 Watt, 

• Ahmad - 8 Zephaniah 

• Umar - 8 Yousafzai 
 
They have all shown Ark Values throughout their lessons 
this week and have made great steps to improve their work. 
 
I would also like to congratulate the following students who 
have the highest pastoral scores in the year: 

 
We look forward to seeing our year 8's return after half term. 
 

Year 9 update 
Year 9 continue to show a good level of consistency 
towards their attitude to learning. So far this term, 
students have accumulated in excess of 2000 house points 
for their efforts in lessons, which is a fantastic amount.  
 
The Envision Programme has now started, and students 
are fully engaged in the planning process of their school-
based project.  
 
Congratulations to the following students who were 
awarded the ‘Stars of the Week’ award: 

• Ayaan - 9 Cadbury 

• Oumayma - 9 Simmonds 

• Maryam (2) - 9 Tolkien 

• Zahra - 9 Watt 

• Hajrah - 9 Yousafzai 

• Nusaybah - 9 Zephaniah 
 
I would also like to congratulate the following students who 
have the highest pastoral scores in the year 
 

Name 
 
Tutor Pastoral Score 

A Hamidah 9 Cadbury 168 

G Daksha 9 Simmonds  164.4 

H Yusuf 9 Simmonds 161 

J Kardo 9 Yousafzai  152 

R Hajrah 9 Yousafzai 147.4 

 
Name  Tutor  Pastoral Score 

M Arham  8 Simmonds 111  

W Hania  8 Watt  109  

B Sana  8 Simmonds 108  

A Towshif  8 Watt  107  

M Leen  8 Simmonds  107  
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Students should strive to keep up this hard work and effort 
as we head towards the Autumn half-term break.  
 

Year 10 update 
Year 10 continue to have a positive half term, this week our 
Mental Health Ambassadors for the year have been chosen 
and we would like to congratulate both Zeeshan and 
Mahdi, congratulations on getting the role.  
 
I would also like to give a massive shoutout to the Y10 girls 
football team who showed dedication and resilience 
throughout their football match, I would also like to 
congratulate Sanae for getting the player of the match 
award, well done!! 
  
The following students have been awarded the ‘Stars of the 
Week’: 

• Nazihah – 10 Cadbury 

• Sharif – 10 Yousafzai 

• Shayma and Saira – 10Tolkien 

• Tahsin – 10 Zephaniah 

• Maryiam – 10Watt 

• Miss Akram and Mr Jones Star of the Week – Hammad K 
– 10Zephaniah 

 
Year 10 had Settling-in-Evening this week where we were 
able to see parents and update them on the progress 
students have made so far. We had 80% attendance for this 
evening with many other parents getting phone calls home.  
 
Finally, I would like to congratulate the following students 
who have the highest pastoral scores in the year: 
 

Name 
 
Tutor Pastoral Score 

S Maryiam 10 Watt 143 

A Nimra 10 Yousafzai 133 

K Saira 10 Tolkien 125 

E Sanae 10 Cadbury 123 

I Sahran 10 Watt 120 

 

 
Year 11 update 
This week year 11’s have had a jam-packed week revising, 
writing applications to become prefects (thank you to the 61 
pupils who applied) attending interventions and having the 
opportunity to hear from Solihull Sixth form during PD!  
We welcome this opportunity to congratulate the following 
students who have accumulated the highest pastoral score 
in Year 11:  
 

 
What a great start to the year; we are looking forward to 
seeing others compete for the top spot as the term continues.  
 
The following students have been awarded the ‘Stars of 
the Week’ for their excellent attitude to learning and 
positive contribution to lessons: 
 

• Asraful – 11 Zephaniah: for consistently meeting 
expectations in form  

• Salma – 11 Yousafzai: for always exceeding expectations  

• Hamza – 11 Tolkien: for always being a polite and 
respectful pupil and brilliant role model 

• Aqsa – 11 Cadbury: for her excellent behaviour every day 
in every lesson, to every student and member of staff 

• Maha – 11 Simmonds: for being the first in form to get 
Prefect application in! 

 
Other notices: 
A reminder that mocks examinations will begin the first 
week back after half term on Monday 31st October for two 
weeks. Please continue to encourage students to be revising 
at home, as these grades will be used when applying for 
colleges.   

 
Careers 
This week, Y11’s virtually met a representative from Solihull 
Sixth Form College, who informed them of the different 
pathways available post 16. Moreover, the careers advisor 
has now met all pupils in 11C and is now giving guidance to 
students in 11Y. It’s crucial that students are given guidance, 
so please continue to have these discussions with your child 
at home.   
   
Y10’s have now logged into their Unifrog account.  We asked 
them to do as a personality test to see what their strengths 
and interests are. With this insight, pupils will understand 
what careers might be more suitable for them.  Please do 
speak to your child to discuss their results.    

 
Secondary Behaviour 
If your child is receiving regular detentions, please speak to 
them to offer support.  If you are concerned, and your child's 
form teacher or Head of Year has not already contacted you 
to discuss behaviour, please call the school and ask to speak 
to the Head of Year. 

 

Name 
 
Tutor Pastoral Score 

A Ilsa 11 Simmonds 118.7 

A Syed 11 Tolkien 117 

R Humaira 11 Simmonds 117 

A Aqsa 11 Cadbury 116 

H Azaan 11 Cadbury 115 
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Attendance Matters 

 

 

Impact of poor attendance   
Frequent absence can add up to a considerable amount of 
lost learning and can seriously disadvantage your child in 
adult life. If your child’s level of absence is of serious 
concern, we will contact you to discuss how we can support 
you. Failure to work with the school and continued absence 
may result in the School and the Local Authority taking legal 
action.  
  
“It doesn’t matter if absences are authorised or 
unauthorised.   
They all represent lost time in the classroom and a lost 
opportunity learn”.  

 

 

 

  

 

Stages  Example of incidents  Consequences  

Warning 

• Forgotten 
equipment 

• Talking over the 
teacher 

• Disturbing 
others 

• Calling out 

(Verbal 
warning) 

Stage 1 
(C1) 

• Second failure to 
meet 
expectations 

• Lateness 

• Not following the 
seating plan 

• Dropping litter 

 

15-minute 
detention 

Stage 2 
(C2) 

• No homework 

• Ignoring staff 
instructions 

• Refusal to follow 
requests 

• Incessant chatter 

• Chewing gum 

• Dropping litter 

30-minute 
detention 

Stage 3 
(C3) 

• Failure to attend 
detention 

• Persistent 
attitude/behavio
ur 

• Constant lack of 
work/homework 

• Truanting lesson 

60-minute 
detention 

Stage 4 
(C4) 
Friday only 

• Abusive language 
(Peers/staff) 

• Racist language 

• Homophobic 
language 

• Physical 
aggression 
(Peers/staff) 

• Severe 
disruption to 
learning 

• Persistent 
truancy 

• Severe 
disruption 

Central SLT 
detention 
90 minutes 
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PE (secondary) Extra-curricular activities in 
Autumn Term 2022: 

Day   Time   
Year 
Group   

Activity   Staff   

Monday   
   

3.15-
4.30   

Y8 
Boys   

Football   SMN   

Monday   
3.15-
4.30   

Girls   Badminton   SCN/JMS   

Tuesday    
3.15-
4.30   

Y7 
Boys   

Football   MLA   

Wednesday   
   

3.15-
4.15   

Y7/Y8   Tennis   
Sport for life 
International   

Wednesday   
   

3.15-
4.15   

Y11   
Y10   

Duke of 
Edinburgh   

SCN/KWD   
 in M25/Sports 
Hall/Astro   

Thursday    
   

3.15-
4.30   

Girls   Football   SCN/JMS   

All students need to be in school PE kit and bring a drink 
with them.   

 
 

 

 

Y8/9  
Girls 
Football  

18/10/2022  
@Waverley  
3.30PM-5.45PM   

KS4  
Boys 
Badminton  

07/11/2022  @AVA 4-5.30PM   

KS3  
Boys 
Badminton  

14/11/2022  @AVA 4-5.30PM   

Girls  
Girls 
Badminton  

07/11/2022  @AVA 4-5.30PM   

KS4  
Boys Table 
Tennis  

22/11/2022  
 @ Holy Trinity 
3.30PM-5.45PM  
  

KS3  
Boys Table 
Tennis  

22/11/2022  
@ Holy Trinity 
3.30PM-5.45PM  

 
Tennis Sessions for Year 7 & 8  
 
 

Each week on a Wednesday we have a 
fully qualified Tennis Coach come into 
school to work with our students on their Tennis skills, but 
also to rebuild their confidence in being physically active 
outside of PE. Our First Set of students have had a brilliant 
time developing their control and technique and showed 
some amazing progress in the final weeks.    
  
There are still a few places available, so if you 
would like your son or daughter to get involved, 
please get in touch with Ms Coughlan 
(s.coughlan@arkvictoria.org) for further 
information.  
 
Sessions: 3.25-4.25pm Wednesdays every week for the 
remainder of term.    

Students will need to be in PE kit and bring a drink. They 
must also have a reply slip signed by parents to attend. 
Girls Football Match 'v' Ark St Albans. 
   

 
 
 

What a game this was! The girls were a little nervous in the 
first 10 minutes of the first half and took a little time to settle 
and understand their roles and positions. Some strong 
attacks gave St Albans a 2-0 lead. This was a bit of a wake-
up call, with both goals coming in quick succession and 
counter attacks on some defensive mistakes. Once the 
nerves had settled Victoria manged to start some counter 
attacks of their own with some great strikes from Saira, 
Fardowsa and Ayman putting the St Albans team under 
pressure. Massive shout out to Faten who was brave and 
worked hard as goalkeeper for the first half, naturally a 
defensive player really stepped up when the team needed it. 
First half finishing 2-0.   
  
The second half Ark Victoria came out strong, some slight 
changes on the pitch and with Fardowsa in goal this time, 
showing kindness to allow Faten to play in defence. 
Fardowsa made some cracking saves against strong shots 
taken by the St Albans team and really starting to work the 
goal kicks. Saira made some excellent corner kicks and free 
kicks in this half, Victoria so close to scoring from two of 
them. St Albans scored with 5 minutes of the match 
remaining, taking the score line to 3-0. Victoria did not give 
up, they had some amazing chances that were thwarted by 
the St Albans keeper. A defensive error created an opening 
for the Victoria team and Shayma capitalised on this scoring 
in the final 2 minutes of the match with the game finishing 
3-1.  
  
Throughout the match Sanae excelled in her defending, not 
jumping in, strong block tackles and jockeying showing 
strength when the team needed it the most. She made some 
great challenges and tackles, covered and supported on the 
left and right and was able to keep pace and pressurise the 
strongest attack. The opposition coach was quick to point 
out her strengths and praise her performance. Sanae was 
awarded player of the match for her outstanding effort and 
defensive skills that really kept Victoria in the game!   
Well done to all the Year 9 and Year 10 girls who played, 
their efforts were phenomenal, and they kept their 

mailto:s.coughlan@arkvictoria.org
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standards very high, showing real grit, determination, and 
resilience. We are very proud of you!   
  
Year 7 Boys Football.   
First Match of the season 13/10/2022 away against 
Washwood Heath Academy. A very tough first game for the 
team. Ark Victoria never gave up, showed outstanding 
sportsmanship and resilience. Even when play was tough, 
they kept high moral standards and showed real character. 
The game finished as a 5-1 loss, but the boys can certainly 
hold their heads up high on an excellent start to the season.   
   
Year 7, 8, 9 Boys Football.   
Fixtures will start just before half term, so keep an eye out 
for information. Training is taking place every week and 
students should try to commit to attending every session.    
 

 
 
All students who play for the school team will need 
their own shin pads or they will not be allowed to 
play. Football kit will be provided. Information from Year 7 
will come from Mr Latham, Year 8 will come from Mr Parker 
and Year 9 from Mr Martin.   
   
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award!   
The new course will be offered out to Year 9 before the end 
of the Autumn term. An assembly will take place for the 
students to find out more information and then we will be 
inviting parents in to ask questions.    
   
Expedition Dates/information (TBC): Year 11 will be 
taking part in a variation of the expedition on the school site 
before October half term so that they can finalise and finish 
their awards before the exam season starts. Details will be 
shared shortly.    
   
Year 10 will be completing their Expedition in the Summer 
term once the weather is nicer and will follow a more 
traditional expedition route.   
   
If you have any questions, please speak to Ms Coughlan 
(DofE Manager) of Miss Ward (DofE Leader) or see our 
students MS teams page.   
   
House Competitions:   
We have 4 house competitions to take place in PE before the 
end of the half term, students will compete in Basketball, 
Netball, Fitness and Athletics Challenges. Watch this space 
for results information. 

Community Engagement  
 

The 2022/23 academic year is shaping up to be quite busy 
with lots of planned opportunities for our students and 
families. This year, the school's vision for community 
engagement is to provide training opportunities and 
support for our families as we enter unsettling economic 
times. In addition, we will be providing multiple enrichment 
opportunities for our students and families such as the 
launch of our school radio station and after school sports 
clubs for students and families to take part in.   
  
Working closely with our community partners, we will be 
holding workshops to support parents with the cost-of-
living crisis. On the 1st November Citizens UK, one of our 
community partners, will be delivering a session on housing 
- an area of concern many of our parents have voiced to us.   
 

 
 
We will be holding regular coffee mornings to allow parents 
to hear the latest updates on what is happening at school and 
give them a platform to raise any concerns they have.  
 
Our Primary Parent Governor (Mrs Khan) will be leading on 
setting up the school's PTA. We highly encourage parents to 
consider this opportunity and to speak directly to Mrs Khan 
they would like to find out more. Mr Ibrahim, the 
Community Engagement Lead, would also like hear from 
parents so please get in touch with him to find out more 
about this year's priorities for Community Engagement and 
have a say in the changes you would like to see in our school 
community.  
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Last week, we celebrated National Poetry Day in both the 
primary and secondary phase, engaging in this year’s theme 
of the environment. We were delighted to welcome the poet 
Dreadlock Alien to deliver assemblies from Year 3 all the 
way up to Year 10, where pupils had the opportunity to listen 
to exciting poetry performances as well as write and perform 
their own creative poems.  
 
Within class, pupils were able to plan and write their own 
protest poetry which aimed to raise awareness about the 
environment and encourage others to take more care of the 
wider world. Please see below some of the pupils’ poems:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Support for Parents  
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Key Dates/Events/ Parents’ Evenings/  

Term dates/Inset days  
 

Key Dates/Events 

• 31.10.22 - Y11 Maths and English Mock Exams  

• 01.11.22 - Parents Coffee Morning -Housing Citizens UK 

• 11.11.22 – Reception Parent Phonics workshop 

• 18.11.22 - Children in Need Day 

• 18.11.22 – Primary Flu Vaccine 

• 22.11.22 – Nursery Animal Man visit 

• 23-24.11.22 – Y6 trip to Bletchley Park 

• 28.11.22 – Y6 Mocks SAT’s 

• 07.12.22 – Drop down morning-Toy Lady 

• 08.12.22 – Parents Coffee Morning 

• 13.12.22 - Aladdin Performance Matinee 

Parents Evening 

• 15.11.22 - Early years & KS1 Parents' Evening 

• 17.11.22 - KS2 Parents' Evening 

• 08.12.22 - Year 11 Parents' Evening 

• 16.02.23 - Year 9 Parents' Evening /options 

• 09.03.23 - Year 6 Parents' Evening 

• 16.03.23 - Year 11 Parents' Evening 

• 28.03.23 - Early years & KS1 Parents' Evening 

• 30.03.23 - Years 3-5 Parents' Evening 

• 27.04.23 - Year 8 Parents' Evening 

• 15.06.23 - Year 7 Parents' Evening 

• 17.07.23 - Drop in Parents' Evening - all primary years 

• 18.07.23 - Year 10 Parents' Evening 
 

Term Dates 

• 24.10.22 – 28.10.22 - Half term 

• 31.10.22 – Term begins 

• 16.12.22 - End of term  

• 05.01.23 - Term begins 

• 20.02.23 – 24.02.23 - Half term  

• 31.03.23 - End of term 

• 17.04.23 - Term begins 

• 29.05.23 – 02.06.23 Half term 

• 25.07.23 - End of term 
 

 

 Summer Fete   

• 19.07.23 – Early Closure of Ark Victoria Academy – 

Secondary only 

Inset Days   

•  21.10.22 - Ark inset day  

• 02.12.22 - School inset day   

• 03.01.23 - School inset day  

• 04.01.23 - School inset day  

• 01.02.23 - Ark inset day  

• 06.07.23 - Ark inset day  

• 24.07.23 - School inset day 

• 25.07.23 - School inset day 

Free School Meals 

 
Click the images above to apply for free school meals. 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
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Recommended Reads 
This week’s recommended read is for those of you who love 
Halloween, magic and all things spooky. Neil Gaiman, 
author of Coraline has written The Graveyard Book. The 
tale follows Bod, a boy who lives in a graveyard and is 

raised by the spirits there. There are dangers for Bod 

everywhere, both in the land of the living and the dead!  

 
 
 
MR ALIPOUR’S PUZZLES 21/10/2022 
Are you excited about learning Maths? Are you inspired to 
receive more golden tickets? Then try Mr Alipour’s puzzles 

and email your answers to r.alipour@arkvictoria.org  

Any student with correct answers to my puzzles will receive 

golden tickets       Challenging, however fun, Maths puzzles 

will be posted in our weekly newsletters, and you will be able 
to see the answers in the next newsletter. Well done to all 7 
students at Ark Victoria Academy, for getting correct 
answers to my last puzzles. All these students now have won 

many golden tickets! So, try my next puzzles and send me 

your answers. Let’s see who the Maths geniuses are       

Last puzzles answers: Puzzle 2 
 

 
 
Puzzle 2 
Well done to all students who got the correct answer for 

Puzzle 2.  

Puzzle 3 

 


