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Thought for the week:  
…And when great souls die, 

after a period peace blooms, 

slowly and always  

irregularly. Spaces fill 

with a kind of 

soothing electric vibration. 

Our senses, restored, never 

to be the same, whisper to us. 

They existed. They existed. 

We can be. Be and be 

better. For they existed. 

From ‘When Great Trees Fall’ by Maya Angelou 

Principal’s Message: 

Welcome back to another busy start of term. Albeit a highly 
unusual start. I want to begin this newsletter by paying 
tribute to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II; her service, 
commitment and devotion will have a lasting impact on us 
all. I will take from her, her unwavering sense of duty, of 
doing the right thing, even when this is personally difficult. 
I also take another important leadership lesson from her – 
many Leaders of State all remarked that they could confide 
in Her Majesty, that they were able to be more honest and 
open with her, than with anyone else. This speaks volumes 
about her ability to listen, to not judge and to keep her 
counsel. As the Maya Angelou poem states there is grief and 
change when a ‘great tree falls’ but there is also a positive 
aspect to this change because that great tree existed. We 
benefit and learn from the wisdom and longevity of that 
‘great tree’ as we continue our journey. 

In school, we are really pleased with the way our pupils have 
returned, eager to learn and recommence their schooling – 
for some eager to begin their school journey with us. Most 
of our pupils look smart and are arriving on time, attending 
each and every day. However, there are still a minority who 
are not wearing the correct school uniform – please ensure 
that your child has the correct uniform and equipment and 
looks smart and ready for school.  

Please also ensure your child arrives on time for school; 
lateness to school will be sanctioned. It is vital your child 
attends school every day; the link between attendance and 
academic success is clear. As your child approaches GCSEs 
and starts to apply to sixth form centres and colleges, 
attendance to school will be a core part of the application 
and selection process. 

We are delighted to announce that we are opening our 
secondary school to visitors on Wednesday 28th September 
from 5pm for our annual Open Evening. This is a chance for 
current and new parents to see our facilities, meet our 
students and staff and get to understand our provision a 
little better. Please click on this link if you would like to 
register a place: 

Finally, after a really successful set of summer results:  
• 77% of pupils achieved the expected standard in 

Reading, Writing and Maths at KS2 (against a 
national figure of 59%)  

• 82% of all grades awarded at GCSE were a Grade 4 
or better, (against a national figure of 73%) 

• 74% gained a Grade 4 + in English and Maths 
• 54% gained a Grade 5+ in English and Maths 

 
It is time for us to turn our focus to this academic year. We 
expect all our pupils to try their best, to work hard in class 
and to complete any homework set. All pupils in Y3 to Y11 
will be offered a digital device to support them with their 
independent study. It is important that pupils use this 
device to study, to read around their subjects and to act on 
the feedback given by their teachers.  

Y11 students will sit their first mock examinations in Y11, 
from October 31st. Targeted interventions are beginning on 
Monday 26th September. Support your child by checking 
their homework, by asking them questions about their 
learning and by contacting the school should you have any 
concerns. 

Finally, I am pleased to share that we are holding our first 
Parents’ Coffee morning of the year on Thursday 13th 
October - we hope to see many of you there to join us for tea, 
coffee, biscuits and a chance to learn more about our vision 
and priorities for this academic year. 

Ms McSorley 

https://arkvictoria.org/sites/default/files/Open%20evenings%20and%20mornings%20flyer.pdf
https://arkvictoria.org/sites/default/files/Open%20evenings%20and%20mornings%20flyer.pdf
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Primary Headteachers welcome 

It has been a very positive return to school for all of our 
pupils in the primary phase. From the first day we have seen 
children smiling, happy to be back in their classrooms and 
we are very happy to welcome them back in! I really enjoyed 
seeing each year group in our Welcome Back Assemblies 
where the children were reminded of the importance of our 
school values: Ambitious, Resilient and Kind.  We thought 
about how we could demonstrate these values this year with 
examples of how ambitious 
and resilient many of our 
Commonwealth athletes were 
this Summer with England 
winning 176 medals! I am 
looking forward to seeing who 
will be awarded certificates for 
showing these values in our 
Celebration Assemblies each 
week.  

Key Messages to Primary Parents 
Next week we will be holding our Meet the Teacher meetings 
for each year group and hope that many of you will be able 
to join us.  During these meetings we will share information 
about the curriculum planned for each year group, how you 
can support your children at home and important 
information about reading at Ark Victoria.  All information 
shared will be emailed to parents who cannot attend – 
please do see your child’s class teacher if you have any 
further questions. We will also be asking parents how we can 
support you further to inform our future workshops this 
year. We already have reading, online safety and phonics 
workshops planned in. 

This year, we will be developing our pupils’ 
leadership skills and providing a range of 
opportunities for pupils to lead across the 
academy for example anti bullying 
ambassadors, school councillors and play 
leaders. I am also very excited to be 

interviewing pupils who have applied of the positions for 
Head Boy and Head Girl next week. The number of 

applications, and quality of the letters, has been excellent 
and I know the successful candidates will be exemplary role 
models for our primary pupils. 

On Tuesday 4th October and Thursday 6th October, we will 
be holding our Reception open mornings for pupils who will 
start Reception in September 2022.  Please do come along – 
and share the dates with friends and family - to find out 
more information and visit our fabulous Early Years setting.  
We will also be holding a Nursery open morning very soon.  
We have limited places available this year, for pupils aged 3 
and over, so please contact the school office if you would like 
to apply. 

Mrs Twort   
 
Reception Update 
Reception are having so much fun 
meeting their teachers and exploring 
their new classroom. They have settled in 
very well by understanding the rules and 
routines. They have been enjoying the 
different activities set out within the 

classroom, for 
example reading a 
range of different 
books in the reading area. They have 
also been using their imagination in 
the role play area and practicing their 
writing and pincer grip. But, most 
importantly, Reception have had a 
great time meeting and making new 
friends! 

Year 1 Update 
We have had a fantastic couple of weeks getting to know all 
of our children in Year 1 and have been so proud of their 
achievements so far. They have settled into school 
exceptionally well; they are hard-working, kind and full of 
energy! We have spent some time in Year 1 thinking about 
the kind of people we want to be and have made pledges to 

ensure that we feel happy, safe and 
reach our potential this year. The 
Year 1 team feel very lucky to be 
teaching such a wonderful group of 
children and look forward to the 
rest of the half term. 
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Year 2 Update  
We have had a fantastic start to the school year! All children 
have come in ready and raring to go and have been doing 
some amazing learning already. We spent some time 

learning our routines and 
getting used to being back in 
school and have since 

jumped right in with our lessons! From the minute we come 
in in the morning until we leave at home time we are always 
learning; we have even started reading a class novel so be 
prepared to hear all about George and his mean Grandma. 

Year 3 Update 
 
In year three, the children 
have been investigating 
partitioning numbers and 
justifying the solutions to 
the problems set for them. 
The use of concrete 
materials has enabled the 
pupils to develop their  

understanding of partitioning and number. It has been such 
a great start to the year, they will all be fantastic 
mathematicians soon! 
 
Year 4 Update 
Year 4 have had a brilliant start to the year! In Maths, we 
started off by identifying what each digit in a number 
represents, and then moved on to rounding numbers to the 
nearest 10, 100 and 1000. Year 4 have found this has really 
helped them progress in their number work - Well done! 

Year 5 Update 
Year 5 have got off to a 
great start with this 
half term’s topic. 
Children have learnt 
all about the idea of 
inequality and what 
democracy is. We are 
really looking forward 
to teaching them about 

the Chainmakers and the Suffragette movement later in the 
unit. 

Year 6 Update 
Our new Year 6 students 
have really hit the ground 
running and have shown 
incredible dedication to 
their studies so far this 
year. We're already 
preparing for mock SATs 
exams but are also 
enjoying our study of 

World War II and reading about a young evacuee during our 
reading lessons. The children have been so enthusiastic and 
positive, and we can already tell it's going to be a great year!  

Digital Champions 
Congratulations to the pupils below who have received 
awards for Times Tables Rock Stars and Mathletics! 

Week: 19.09.22 – 23.09.2022 

TTRS Champions: 
 
 

 

 

Mathletics Year Group Champions: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Primary Pastoral and Student Wellbeing 
Newsletter 
 
Shout Outs 
We would like to give a massive shout out 
to the following students.  Well done, we 
are proud of you and keep up the good 
work! 

RECEPTION: a massive shout out to all the children in 
Reception; they have all settled in really well!  Zoya RZ– 
settled in well and helping others.  Aysha RY – She is 
beginning to interact and tidies up really well. Slema RC – 
Happy coming into school and following rules.  

Year Pupil Name 
3 Aadam I 
4 Ibraheem A 
5 Zeyad H 
6 Subhan I  

Year Number of bronze 
certificates achieved  

1 0 
2 1 
3 5 
4 3 
5 3 
6 0 
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YEAR 1: Aisha 1Z - for being an excellent role model and 
always doing her best. Ayan 1C -for always using his 
manners and being kind. Mahum 1Y - for always doing the 
right thing and engaged in every lesson. 

YEAR 2: Inaaya 2T- for always working hard and setting 
a good example.   

YEAR 3: Duaa-Ulnisa 3W - for being a good listener 
always being on task  

YEAR 4: Siraj 4T – Always doing the right thing and 
produces work to be proud of.  

YEAR 5: Shaher 5S – 100% effort into all the lessons.  

YEAR 6: Shaimaa 6Y – Always on task and willing to 
help.   

A massive shout out to Year 3 for having the 
highest-class Dojo points   

                                                       

ARK Values 
There are lots of things that children can do to gain positive 
points. The Ark Victoria values include being Ambitious, 
Resilient and Kind. 
 
Have a think about how you can demonstrate our Ark 
Values. Have you been ambitious recently?   
Have you shown resilience, or have you been kind to 
someone in your class? Mr Haddon, Mr Keen and I are very 
excited to hear about all the different ways that you have 
demonstrated the Ark Values. All the teachers in school will 
be looking out to see these qualities and you will be 
rewarded with class dojo points.  
 
Attendance 
We want our children to have a positive experience at school 
and to be able to reach their full potential.  
In order for them to achieve this it is important that they 
attend school regularly.   
 
What is expected of the pupils?  

• To respect themselves and others  
• To do all they can to attend school regularly and 

punctually  
• To inform a trusted adult if they feel that they are 

being bullied  
• To encourage friendship and a sense of belonging  
• To be happy and encourage others to feel happy  

 
 

What is expected of the Parents?  
 

• To keep requests for their child to be absent to a 
minimum  

• To offer a reason, or medical proof, for any period 
of absence, preferably before the absence or on the 
first day of absence  

• To ensure that their child arrives at school on time, 
a reason should be offered for any lateness  

• To work closely with the school to resolve any 
problems that may impede a child’s attendance  

• To take family holidays during school holiday 
periods and be aware that requests for holidays 
during term time will be refused except in 
special/exceptional circumstances.  

• To be aware of curriculum requirements  
and be especially vigilant with regards to 
attendance during important academic times such 
as SATS  

• To support their child and recognise their successes 
and achievements  

 
We hope that you will continue to support us with 
attendance by ensuring that your child is in school 
every day and on time.   
Please see table below, which shows the number of days 
missing from school, linked to attendance percentage 
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Attendance rewards  

 

 
 

Max, Winnie the Pooh and Harry the Hippo, our attendance 
bears, are given to the class with the highest attendance in 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Attendance Bear Winners  
RC - 94.67%, 1Y - 96.67%, 2S - 94.85%  
 
 
KS2 Weekly Attendance Trophy winners   
 

 
3S - 98.40%  
4S - 96.67%  
5C - 98.57%  
6Y - 93.45%  
 
Well done to you all and keep it up!!  
 
Uniform  
Uniform is an important part of a school’s identity. It 
reinforces who we are as a community and helps students to 
feel pride in their school. It also helps prepare students for 
life after school, where many will have to dress smartly for 
work.     
 
Can I therefore please remind you to send your child to 
school wearing their full and correct uniform and footwear, 
in line with our uniform policy which is attached and on our 
school website https://arkvictoria.org/about/uniform  
 
Can I also kindly request that on PE days, the children only 
wear the school PE uniform, which can also be found on our 
school website.  

https://arkvictoria.org/about/uniform
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Wellbeing Tips – My Happy Place! 
 Sometimes we may feel sad, worried, angry or lonely and it 
is important to know that it is ok to feel all of these emotions 
at times. We just need to develop ways to manage these 
more tricky feelings.   A 
useful strategy is to have 
a ‘happy place’ that you 
can escape to—this can 
be a real place, or a place 
pictured in your mind.   
Ask yourself: Where is 
your happy place?  When 
you think of your happy place, who is with you? What do you 
have with you in your happy place? What is it about your 
happy place that cheers you up? Then visit your happy place 
or close your eyes and imagine you are there.   
Keep this happy place with you and remember it when 
things are tricky. Don’t forget—your happy place can change 
at any time. It’s up to you!  

 
 
 
Healthy Eating  
There is an increasing issue with childhood obesity and 
tooth decay and we want to support parents as much as 
possible to make healthy choices for their children’s meals. 
There is also a clear link between a high sugar intake and 
poor behaviour, which we seek to protect our children 
from.    
 
We would like to encourage parents to be more aware of the 
foods going into lunch boxes and we understand that 
providing a packed lunch can be difficult therefore please 
see the ideas below for a healthy lunchbox. We discourage 
crisps, chocolate, cakes and squash and would prefer to see 
fruit, yoghurts, vegetables or healthy alternatives.    
 

 
 
Please find below some useful information on Healthy 
eating.  
https://parentzone.org.uk/article/healthy-eating-parents-
guide  
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-
lunchboxes/  
https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/nutrition-and-
healthy-eating/  
https://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/whole-
school/parental-engagement/#HL 
 

   

It's a beautiful day and Worrysaurus has planned a special 
picnic.  
But it isn't long before a small butterfly of worry starts 
fluttering in his tummy . . .  
What if he hasn't brought enough to eat?  
What if he gets lost in the jungle?  
What if he trips and falls?  
What if it rains?!  
  
Can Worrysaurus find a way to chase his fears away and 
have fun?  The perfect book to help every anxious little 
dinosaur let go of their fears and feel happy in the moment  
Take Care all. 

Mrs Kumar Pastoral Lead 

https://parentzone.org.uk/article/healthy-eating-parents-guide
https://parentzone.org.uk/article/healthy-eating-parents-guide
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/
https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/nutrition-and-healthy-eating/
https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/nutrition-and-healthy-eating/
https://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/whole-school/parental-engagement/#HL
https://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/whole-school/parental-engagement/#HL
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A warm welcome to all new and existing students and 
parents. We are very excited to start this academic year, 
after what I hope has been a restful break for all. We 
welcomed all students back on the 8th of September and 
spent some time getting to know our students through their 
induction days, and by sharing key information during form 

time sessions and assemblies. Expectations have been 
shared by pastoral staff as well as teachers, and we are 
pleased that students are meeting these high expectations in 
and outside of lessons.  
 
Please read below for an update on each year group. We will 
be sending a separate curriculum newsletter, which details 
what students in each subject will be studying this half term. 
We look forward to working with you to achieve the best 
outcomes for all of our children. 
 
Year 7 update 
Year 7 have had an amazing start to their first year at Ark 
Victoria, with many students already seeing success by 
earning Golden Tickets and House points. Our "Golden 100" 
competition has launched, giving the students the 
opportunity to win some fantastic prizes!  A reminder that 
the gates open for Year 7 at 8:10am and there is a 10-minute 
window for them to get to line-up; please try and ensure that 
students are arriving promptly to have a great start to the 
day.  Thank you for your support. 

Year 8 update 
Our Year 8’s have had a fantastic start to this academic year 
and I am very proud of them as a year group. Students are 
engaging well in their lessons and showing an eagerness to 
learn and make progress.  

Year 9 update 
Year 9 have returned positively and have settled well so far 
this term. Attendance and punctuality are consistently 
improving, and students are persevering in getting to school 
every day and on time. A massive “Well Done” to 9 
Zephaniah who have achieved 100% attendance so far this 
term. 
 
 
 
 

Year 10 update 
Year 10 have had a positive start to the new year with many 
of them settling into the start of their new GSCE journey. 
Students have come back with a mature attitude to learning, 
are focussed in lessons and line-up/transition has been 
great. Year 10 have already as a year group received over 200 
rewards with Muhammed K, Madihah Y, Hazrat S, Kalim K 
and Jumeira B with the highest points in the year. I look 
forward to seeing the YR10 students continue to flourish and 
grow this year. Below are a few reminders for next week: 
  

• All students need to have correct school uniform 
and PE kit. Girls need to ensure their skirts and 
scarves are navy blue, they need to also ensure nose 
rings are removed. For their PE kit, students need 
to have navy blue t-shirt and tracksuit bottoms. 

• Students need to have all the correct equipment 
with them – Pen, pencil, ruler, rubber, sharpener, 
green pen and calculator.  

• All students need to make sure they are at the 
boulevard gate for 8.10am. 

  
Year 11 update 
It has been a wonderful first two weeks for the Year 11s, 
students are using the Year 11 study zone to revise at 
breaktimes and lunchtimes and have also been introduced 
to the online destinations platform Unifrog to support with 
choosing career pathways. GCSE Geography students 
enjoyed a wonderful trip to Carding Mill Valley as part of 
compulsory GCSE fieldwork. Just a reminder that Year 11 
interventions will begin the week commencing Monday 26th 
September. It is essential that pupils attend every session 
they are required to attend, and Mr. Nandi will send out a 
timetable via a letter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 |  9   

Secondary Behaviour 
If your child is receiving regular detentions, please speak to 
them to offer support.  If you are concerned, and your child's 
form teacher or Head of Year has not already contacted you 
to discuss behaviour, please call the school and ask to speak 
to the Head of Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

PE (secondary) Extra-curricular activities in 
Autumn Term 2022: 
All students need to be in school PE kit and bring a drink 
with them.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Central Sports Partnership: 
In the coming weeks we will start competing as part of the 
Central Sports Partnership...points will be shown here for 
our participation. Last year we scored 210 points and came 
3rd... let’s see if we can beat it this year! 
 
Sport for Life International Tennis Sessions for 
Year 7 & 8 
 
Each week on a Wednesday we have a fully qualified Tennis 
Coach come into school to work with our students on their 
Tennis skills, but also to rebuild their confidence in being 
physically active outside of PE. Our first set of students have 
had a brilliant time developing their control and technique 
and showed some amazing progress in the final weeks.  
 
There are still a few spaces available, so if you 
would like your child to get involved, please 
contact Ms Coughlan (s.coughlan@arkvictoria.org) 
for further information. 
 
Sessions: 3.25-4.25pm Wednesdays every week for the 
remainder of term.  
Students will need to be in PE kit and bring a drink. They 
must also have a reply slip signed by parents to attend. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Day Time Year 
Group Activity 

Monday  
3.15-
4.30 Y8 Boys Football 

Monday 3.15-
4.30 Girls Badminton 

Tuesday  3.15-
4.30 Y7 Boys Football 

Wednesday  
3.15-
4.15 Y7/Y8 Tennis 

 
Wednesday  

3.15-
4.15 

Y11 
Y10 

Duke of 
Edinburgh 

Thursday   
3.15-
4.30 Girls Football 

 

Stages  Example of incidents  Consequences  

Warning 
• Forgotten 

equipment 
• Talking over the 

teacher 
• Disturbing 

others 
• Calling out 

(Verbal 
warning) 

Stage 1 
(C1) 

• Second failure to 
meet 
expectations 

• Lateness 
• Not following the 

seating plan 
• Dropping litter 

 

15-minute 
detention 

Stage 2 
(C2) 

• No homework 
• Ignoring staff 

instructions 
• Refusal to follow 

requests 
• Incessant chatter 
• Chewing gum 
• Dropping litter 

30-minute 
detention 

Stage 3 
(C3) 

• Failure to attend 
detention 

• Persistent 
attitude/behavio
ur 

• Constant lack of 
work/homework 

• Truanting lesson 

60-minute 
detention 

Stage 4 
(C4) 
Friday only 

• Abusive language 
(Peers/staff) 

• Racist language 
• Homophobic 

language 
• Physical 

aggression 
(Peers/staff) 

• Severe 
disruption to 
learning 

• Persistent 
truancy 

• Severe 
disruption 

Central SLT 
detention 
90 minutes 
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Commonwealth Games 2022 
The Commonwealth Games 
held in Birmingham this 
summer were a momentous 
occasion and we are 
overwhelmed with pride for 
our student Saira in Year 10 
who was a baton bearer. It was 
so lovely to see several of our 
students out supporting her 
and some of our staff too. Her family all came out to support 
her along with some of the Birmingham Youth Sports 
Academy members, where she trains every week. It was an 
inspirational moment to witness. 

Girls Football Match 'v' Ark St Albans. 
Date TBC for Year 9 & 10 in a 9-a-side game, away. 
 
Year 7 Boys Football Trials. 
Wednesday with Mr Latham and Mr Martin. The squad will 
be announced in the next week.  
 
Year 7, 8, 9 Boys Football League. 
Fixtures will start just before half term, so keep an eye out 
for information. All students who play for the school team 
will need their own shin pads or they will not be allowed to 
play. Football kit will be provided. Information from Year 7 
will be sent by Mr Latham, Year 8 will come from Mr Parker 
and Year 9 from Mr Martin. 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award! 
The new course will be offered out to Year 9 before the end 
of the Autumn term. An assembly will take place for the 
students to find out more information and then we will be 
inviting parents in to give them further information, and to 
answer any questions they may have.  
 
Expedition Dates/information (TBC):  
Year 11 will be taking part in a variation of the expedition on 
the school site before October half term so that they can 
finalise and finish their awards before the exam season 
starts. Details will be shared shortly.  
 
Year 10 will be completing their expedition in the summer 
term in the better weather and will follow a more traditional 
expedition route. 
If you have any questions, please speak to Ms Coughlan 
(DofE Manager) or Miss Ward (DofE Leader) or see our 
students MS-Teams page. 
 
House Competitions: 
We have 4 house competitions to taking place in PE before 
the end of the half term. Students will compete in 
Basketball, Netball, Fitness and Athletics Challenges. Watch 
this space for results information.  
 

Attendance Matters 

 

  

Impact of poor attendance 
Frequent absences can add up to a considerable amount of 
lost learning and can seriously disadvantage your child in 
adult life. If your child’s level of absence is of serious 
concern, we will contact you to discuss how we can support 
you. Failure to work with the school and continued absence 
may result in the School and the Local Authority taking legal 
action.  

 “It doesn’t matter if absences are authorised or 
unauthorised. They all represent lost time in the classroom 
and a lost opportunity to learn”.  
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Breakfast for pupils 
We would like to remind you of the free breakfast option 
offered at Ark Victoria Academy. We joined up with Family 
Action to deliver the National School Breakfast Programme 
for primary and secondary pupils earlier this year.  

 
Breakfast bagels will be available free of charge for all 
primary pupils each day from 8.30am to 8.50am in their 
classrooms. Secondary pupils are able to arrive earlier at 
school from 7.50am to 8.10am and have an option of 
breakfast items in the dining hall. 
It has been proven that pupils who regularly eat breakfast are 
able to concentrate better during their classes and achieve 
more from their education. 
 
Please can you remind your children of this option which 
will commence on Tuesday 20th September 2022.  If 
you have any questions, please contact school on 0121 393 
4459 or info@arkvictoria.org 
 
Parking guidelines  
Please help us to keep your children safe, improve the local 
environment and build strong community relations by   
following these simple guidelines. 

Please also be aware that inconsiderate parking often leads 
to telephone, email or face-to-face complaints from local 
residents. Time spent on dealing with complaints is time 
taken away from your child’s education. 

In order for us to achieve all that we hope to achieve, it is 
vital for staff, pupils and parents alike to uphold the Ark 
Victoria Academy values, so as part of your daily travel 
arrangements, we would ask you to consider the following 
values: 

Ambitious     Kindness        Resilience 

Coffee Morning 
Thursday 13th October 2022  

09.00 am-10:00 am 

All parents are warmly invited to our coffee morning to join 
Ms McSorley and Mrs Twort on Thursday 13th October 2022 
in Oldknow hall. 
 
This is a wonderful opportunity for you to meet and chat to 
us.  We are sure you have lots of questions regarding the 
school and we would be happy to answer them.  
The coffee morning will be for Primary and Secondary 
parents and tea, coffee and cakes will be provided.  
 
We look forward to seeing you. 
 
Uniform recycle  
As a school we want to support families who are struggling 
with providing uniform for their children. If you have 
uniform that is in good condition and would like to donate 
it for our families, please bring it into school – via our 
Oldknow Reception. 

If you would like more information/to attend our Early Help 
surgeries, please contact us on 0121 393 4459 or email 
info@arkvictoria.org  

 
 
Early help appointment sessions 
Ark Victoria Academy in partnership with Early Help 
Yardley are holding pre booked sessions at Talbot way 
meeting room.   

We can assist them with sign posting information on themes 
such as housing, SEND, welfare benefits, income 
maximisation, debt, domestic abuse, mental health, 
community resources, children’s holiday activities, support 
with school uniforms, under 5 support, employment and 
training support links etc.   

Family Connect Form for the families with consent, to 
connect them with local Early Help tea Aminah Mushtaq 
community connector from Early Help and Daljit Hayre 
Ark Victoria Academy Director of Welfare will be available 
to provide support for parents.  If you wish to attend, please 
pre-book the session by email: info@arkvictoria.org or 
by phone: 0121 393 4459 We look forward to seeing you, 
Mrs Hayre 

 
 
 

Please do… Please do not… 

your utmost to use public 
transport or come to school 
on foot 

 block residents’ driveways 

your utmost to share cars  park in the drop off (layby 
outside the front of school)  

Drop off on Talbot Way or 
Oldknow road 

make three-point turns in 
the road unless essential 

be courteous to local 
residents at all times 

Require your child to cross 
Talbot way or Oldknow road 
to reach your car 

mailto:info@arkvictoria.org
mailto:info@arkvictoria.org
mailto:info@arkvictoria.org
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Free School Meals 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click the images above to apply for free school meals.  

Term dates/Key Dates/Events/Inset 
days/Parents evenings  
 
Open Evening  
• Wednesday 28th September 2022 – Early Closure of Ark 
Victoria Academy – Secondary  
 
Students will leave school after lunch at 13:35pm.  
The above date is our annual Open Evening for prospective 
Year 7 students and their parents. The evening allows 
students and parents to visit and tour the secondary school. 
The timing of the evening is 5.00 pm to 7.30 pm.  
 
Inset Days  
• Friday 21st October 2022 (Ark inset day)  
• Friday 02nd December 2022 (School inset day)  
• Tuesday 03rd January 2023 (School inset day)  
• Wednesday 04th January 2023 (School inset day)  
• Wednesday 01st February 2023 (Ark inset day)  
• Thursday 06th July 2023 (Ark inset day)  
• Monday 24th July 2023 (School inset day)  
• Tuesday 25th July 2023 (School inset day)  
 
Summer Fete  
• Wednesday 19th July 2023 – Early Closure of Ark Victoria 
Academy – Secondary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
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Secondary Recommended Read 
This week’s recommended read is Resist by Tom Palmer. 
This book is best suited to those who have a keen interest in 
history and wish to read fiction based on the situations and 
places they encounter within that subject area.  

The story follows Edda, a teenage girl who witnesses the 
horrors of the Nazi regime during World War II. Feeling like 
she needs to do something, she begins to help the resistance.  

This text is a thrilling page-turner that will inspire those who 
like action as well as those who love history.  

 

Primary Recommended Read 
I can highly recommend Wolf Wilder by Katherine Rundell 
with my son Jude who is in Year 5 now. I love history and 
this story is set in Russia in the lead-up to Russian 
Revolution.   
The main characters are a fierce, courageous girl called Feo 
and her mother, Marina, who are “wolf wilders” – they find 
wolves that were once the pets of the St Petersburg elite and 
teach them how to be wolf again.  

It’s an almost fairy tale adventure through the snowy 
Russian forest, escaping soldiers and danger along the way.   

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MR ALIPOUR’S PUZZLES 26/09/2022 
Are you excited about learning Maths? Are you inspired to 
receive more golden tickets? Then try Mr Alipour’s puzzles 
and email your answers to r.alipour@arkvictoria.org  

Any student with correct answers to my puzzles will receive 
golden tickets ���� Challenging, however fun, Maths puzzles 
will be posted in our weekly newsletters, and you will be able 
to see the answers in the next newsletter. 

Well done to all students at Ark Victoria Academy, who tried 
and got correct answers to my puzzles last year. All these 
students won many golden tickets! So, try my puzzles this 
year and send me your answers. Let’s see who the Maths 
geniuses are. 

Puzzle 1 
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