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Thought for the week:
‘Don't hate people whose ideology, religion, political views, outlook at life is not the same.’
Peter Lantos, Holocaust Survivor
share his testimony and promote tolerance and
respect for difference, in school and with our wider
community.’
The theme of this year’s project is ‘Be the Light in the
Darkness’: our primary pupils have created a collage of
candles, each one bearing the pledge and promise of a
child to promote tolerance, kindness and respect. Our
Y10 pupils have been working with drama looking at
the Holocaust, Syria and divisions in our communities.
Y7 have learnt about Peter’s story and through that the
something of the Holocaust. They responded with
some quite remarkable and moving creative writing.

Principal’s Message
It has been a very busy week at Ark Victoria. Last
weekend saw such a lot of snow, which I know many of
our pupils, staff and families enjoyed, but which did
disrupt our school opening for just one day.
Fortunately, our remote learning continued with our
pupils engaging with their teachers and peers, with
real zest and enthusiasm!
This week also marked Holocaust Memorial Day on
Wednesday 27th January. As a school, we’ve been
involved in an important project called Echo
Eternal, a project which uses the arts to help
understand and engage with Holocaust survivor
testimony in order to promote respect and
understanding between different communities.
At Ark Victoria, we were gifted the testimony of Peter
Lantos. Peter Lantos was born in 1939 in Makó, in
Hungary. In the summer of 1944, he was deported with
his parents to the concentration camp of BergenBelsen in Germany where his father died of starvation;
he and his mother survived and were liberated by the
US Army.
Peter is now a scientist, medical researcher and author,
who lives in the UK. Peter’s core message is shared in
the thought for the week above. We as a school have
written a pledge: ‘In Peter Lantos’s name we pledge to

Here are a few lines from an incredible poem written
by one of our Y7 pupils, Mustafa:
‘Think of a situation where hatred has led to a greater
and peaceful good for the world. Never has it
occurred...
Smiles lit on their faces,
Hand offered to the down,
Health given to the needy,
Money donated to the poor,
Food given to the hungry,
Regardless of their attributes,
A life without pain,
A life as 1 brotherly race.
But think of a situation where hatred has led to a
greater and peaceful good for the world,
Never has it occurred.’
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These words show the power and impact of the
important work we are doing, in learning from the past
and shining a light for the future so that we can
promote tolerance, respect and understanding. I think
this work has a special resonance at this time, when we
are all facing real challenge. It is heartening to hear the
courage and the bravery coming through the testimony
and the kindness and thoughtfulness of our students’
responses.
You can read more about our project and see our film
https://arkonline.org/news/ark-victoriahere:
honours-testimony-holocaust-survivor
I continue to be impressed, humbled and very proud of
the way our students are coping with remote learning.
I have loved seeing the work that is coming in and the
messages from students to their teachers. Thank you
for all that you are doing to support your children –
together we can help keep our pupils connected,
learning and engaged.
Stay safe, warm and healthy and look forward to seeing
you all in the very near future.
Ms McSorley

It has been a challenging few weeks as we continue
with the national lockdown and schools remain closed.
We cannot underestimate the impact the last 12
months will have on all of our lives. The message in
our newsletter this week is to be kind. In particular, be
kind to yourselves. As a parent, I know how difficult it
can be to manage home schooling - it is a very different
way of working which some children can find it
difficult to adapt to. Please don’t feel bad if your child
isn’t the model pupil at home every day; we must
accept that some days won’t be easy. You know your
children best and understand when sometimes they
need to take a break and perhaps won’t finish all the
work set for them that day. This is absolutely fine. We
have adapted some of our afternoon lessons,
particularly in KS1, to give the children more practical
tasks that they can do. All we ask is that you do your
best and please ask for support if you need it.
In our parent coffee morning, we talked about parent
well being and how to make sure you look after
yourselves at this difficult time. Strategies include
setting achievable goals each day, getting regular fresh
air, keeping in touch with friends and family (even
though this is virtually at the moment!) and asking for
support from the school if you ever need it.
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In my assembly this week I will be reading The Boy,
The Mole, The Fox and The
Horse which is a beautiful
book with a some very
important messages which
are especially relevant at this
time – it encourages us to live
courageously
with more
kindness for ourselves and
others.
Nursery
Last week we were so excited to welcome some of the
children back to Nursery. We have had a busy couple
of weeks and the children have settled back in so well.
We have been learning our phonics pictures. We made
‘o’ for orange with the playdough. We have been doing
experiments in the nursery. We wanted to melt
chocolate, so we put it in the microwave. Then we
made rice crispy cakes with the melted chocolate. They
were delicious. The
nursery teachers are
so proud of all the
children still working
hard at home. We
love to see your
pictures and videos
on Seesaw. Zoya
Ahmed
made
a
wonderful snowman.

Examples of fantastic work on SeeSaw this
week
Reception
In topic this week Reception have been looking at lots
of different countries. They made passports to travel
to those countries. Look at some of their amazing
work! I definitely think you could go on holiday with
those! Well done
Reception!

Year 1
Year 1 have been out enjoying the snow and have made
some brilliant snow-people! Well done Year 1

Year 2
Isaaq S from 2S sent in
some extra work on
Seesaw to Mr Bevan all
about his weekend in
the snow.
This
week
the
children
completed
their end of unit task where they wrote a letter to Julia
Donaldson. Miss Kosar was particularly impressed
with Yusuf’s letter as he has thought carefully about
how best to catch Ms Donaldson’s attention through
his content and he has taken great pride in the
publishing of his work.
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Year 3

Year 4

This week, children have been writing their hot tasksan explanation text about earthquakes. We have
received some wonderful work. Here are a couple of
examples:

Zhaid K in 4 Tolkien

Manha R - 3 Simmonds

Muhammad I- 3 Watt

He has written a good
story
using
short
sentences to create
suspense and we love
the wonderful drawing
that goes with the
story. Mr Ibrahim.
Year 6
Year 6
“In Year 6 ,students are really enjoying their
geography topic and learning about the Earth’s
hemispheres, latitudes and longtitudes. This has been
demonstrated wonderfully by Aicha Bousyf of 6
Tolkien who made a 3d model of the Earth, complete
with labels to show her understanding.

Thank you to Aasim R in 3 Watt for his excellent
poster as part of the kindness project, thanking people
for their contribution to society!

Fantastic work Aicha! Your teachers love to receive
photos like
this!”

Even with all the challenges we are facing, I have been
so proud to see the fantastic work the children are
producing. The number of pupils engaging with home
learning each day is impressive and continues to
improve. Thank you so much for your support with
this – we couldn’t do it without you.
Take care
Mrs Twort
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Year 9 Home learning shout outs
Fatima I – Year 9 work

Remote learning
We are very pleased to see pupils from Year 7-11
engaging in remote learning with digital provision.
Pupils in Year 9-11 are accessing a blend of live lessons,
recorded lessons and independent practice tasks.
Pupils in Year 7 and 8 are currently accessing remote
learning through recorded lessons and independent
practice tasks, and will begin to have some live lessons
from Thursday 4th February.
For each lesson, pupils are required to submit their
assignment. Lessons last between 30-40 minutes, and
the assignment that pupils submit is the independent
practice that that they would complete in a lesson.
Please support your child and check that they are
completing and submitting assignments by 8 o’clock
the next morning.

Mariam I –
9S.
Art/ Digital
photography

For further guidance, please see:
•
•

Learner expectations for remote learning
Parental guidance for remote learning

If you have any questions about a specific subject,
please contact your child’s class teacher. you have any
questions about our provision, please contact Mrs Lee
(Secondary Deputy Headteacher).

Inayah B – 9Z
Art/ Digital
photography
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Omer A
Art/ Digital
photography

certainly means to use some sort of timer to at least
clarify how much time is being spent on what.
2. Make sure they have any materials
necessary to complete all assignments
Whether its pencil and paper, a stable WiFi
connection, log-in information for all accounts, a PDF
reader, or note-taking apps or reading
strategies–whatever they need to get the work done.

Year 10 Home learning shout outs

3. Provide an environment conducive to
learning
This isn’t always easy. If they’re too isolated, it’s
difficult to check in with them. If they’re at the kitchen
table, depending on the child or their environment,
they may be too distracted. This is even more
challenging when everyone is home and the house is
full.
4. Create a daily plan

Ibrahim Z 10Y D&T architectural designs

Creating a daily plan isn’t just a matter of scheduling.
A daily plan looks at the schedule and then identifies
to-do items for that day and combines the two for a
specific plan for that specific day.
5. Make sure all work is completed
And any work that remains incomplete is incomplete
for a good reason and has a time-bound, actionable
next-step (e.g., email the teacher asking for
clarification on step 3 of the activity so that you can
turn it in tomorrow by noon).

Mohammed A 10W D&T architectural designs

Tips for remote learning
Tips For Parents
1. Set (and keep) a schedule
The closer this is to a ‘school schedule,’ the easier it will
likely be on everyone. You obviously can (and probably
should) revise whatever you come up with at first to fit
your circumstance at home (your work schedule,
sleeping schedules, etc.). But once you’ve got
something that works, stick to it. And this almost

6.
Help
them
check
communicate with school

messages

and

Check for messages daily from teachers and other
students and make sure to reply to any messages that
require one.
7. Personalise the learning
You can almost always personalise your child’s
learning space (sound, light, room, equipment, etc.)
and you can likely adjust their schedule. You may even
have some control over the curriculum (what they are
learning).
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Science update
Our Y10 and Y11 pupils have had information sent by
email on the Medic Mentor National Medical Essay
competition currently running. This would be an ideal
opportunity, as not only can your child put it on their
university application forms but it also gets them one
step closer to being awarded a £12,000 scholarship to
study the subject at university.
The title for the National Essay Competition is ‘Do
healthcare professionals have an obligation to improve
the health of our planet?’
The maximum word count is 1500 words including the
title and subheadings. They must include references
(not included in the work count) – but please be aware
essays will be marked down if they are over the word
limit. The deadline for the next issue is the 5pm 2nd
February 2021.
Please
email
submissions
publishing@medicmentor.info

to:

The winner will have their essay featured in the next
issue of Mentor Magazine, and also receive a
certificate, appear on Medic Mentor social media and
the winning essay will be available for download on the
website.
Any questions please email me a.aziz@arkvictoria.org
or any science teacher.
We are encouraging all our pupils and their families to
take part in the exciting Big Garden Birdwatch 2021!
Everyone can take part for free and all you need to do
is spend an hour counting the birds you see in your
garden or from your balcony (between the 29th and
31st January) and then tell the RSPB - Royal Society
for the Protection of Birds - what you saw. It really is
that simple! We might not be able to get together with
loved ones at the moment, but you can make plans
with friends and family to take part in the world’s
largest wildlife survey, all from the comfort of your
own homes.

Thanks to people taking part in the Big Garden
Birdwatch, scientists now have over 40 years of data
and this has helped increase our understanding of the
challenges faced by wildlife. For example it was one of
the first surveys to identify the decline of song thrushes
in gardens.
Let your science teacher know how many of each bird
species you have spotted!

Children’s
Mental Health
week
From the 1st to the 7th
February
it
is
children’s
mental
health
week.
To
support this AVA are planning to launch an ‘it’s okay
to’ campaign. We would like as many pupils as possible
to take part in the activities we have planned during
this week, to help support children and young people’s
mental health. It is important, more now than ever,
that we understand the importance of mental health
and how we can support our young people and
children and to remove the stigma that surrounds this
topic.
As a part of this week we are launching a
poem/expressive writing competition around the
theme of mental health and using our campaign
headline, ‘it’s okay to…’ and an ‘expressing yourself
through Art’ competition, where your child will be
asked to create a piece of Art that makes people aware
of mental health and/or also expresses their
personality – they can be as creative as they like.
On Friday 5th February we would like you to ‘Dress to
Express’. What this means is wearing something either
colourful or something that represents your child for
that day.
The deadline for the Writing and Art competition is
Friday 5th February 12pm. Please send in entries to the
competition and any photographs in your ‘Dress to
Express’
outfit
via
the vic.support@arkvictoria.org email address.

https://www.rspb.org.uk/getinvolved/activities/birdwatch/packrequest/
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Recommended Read
Our pupils in Reception and Key Stage One have
access to lots of home readers on Oxford Owl. They
can select their current reading level or Read Write Inc
band and choose a book to read. Class teachers have
log in details for pupils so please get in touch with them
if you haven’t logged in yet. We love to hear you
reading so please record yourself on Seesaw if you can!

illustrator will provide you with free books, exclusive
videos and their top three recommended reads. At the
moment, Nizrana Farook’s The Girl Who Stole an
Elephant is available to read or listen to.

Story Weaver is a digital library with books in different
languages. Many of our students, parents and teachers
speak another language and we would love to hear
about all the books you read and the different language
you can speak! You don’t need a password for this site
and the books are free to read.

We do lots of listening to stories at school and
encourage you to check out the free books available on
Audible. There are many books free to stream on your
desktop, laptop, phone or tablet. There is a variety of
texts on here for all different ages– this is a great
resource for the whole family!

Oak National Academy have partnered with the
National Literacy Trust to bring us the Virtual School
Library. Every week a popular children's author or
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