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Thought for the week:
‘Let us make our future now and make our dreams tomorrow’s reality’
Malala Yousafzai
learners in Y6. We then plan to ensure that all our
older students, from Y4 upwards are loaned a laptop to
help them with their studies and to help them secure
their dreams.

Senior Leadership Message
In these uncertain times, there is one constant: our
school. We as a community of staff, parents and
learners are working together to ensure our learners
are flourishing, whether they are in school or at home
learning remotely. We all value education and
appreciate its importance in helping our children to
understand themselves and the world in which they
live, helping them to gain vital knowledge, skills,
understanding and subject insights which lead to
excellent outcomes and successful lives. Please see our
new short film which captures what we do:
https://arkvictoria.org
As Malala says through hard work, ambition and
dedication, we can make ‘our dreams a reality’. Our
core value of resilience is important right now as the
content we are operating in is challenging. However,
we don’t change: the staff at this school are working
hard to help your children learn, to make progress and
realise their dreams. It may sometimes be a little
different from before, but we are being creative and
considering lots of different ways to engage, educate
and support our children.

Teachers are being trained on how to use the very best
technology and our learners receive digital literacy and
computer science lessons to help them gain confidence
in using technology to learn. We’ve run some
successful parent classes and will put on more so that
you can help your child to learn using the vast array of
resources online. Please see our website for more
https://arkvictoria.org/remoteinformation:
learning-strategies-and-policies
Finally, our oldest students in Y11 begin their mock
examinations on Monday 9th November; this is an
important milestone for them. The results will help us
to determine strengths and areas for focus, the level of
support and intervention students need and will help
us make predicted grades, which will support college
applications. It is vital each and every Y11 student
appreciates the importance of this exam series. A
parents’ evening will follow in December with a full
analysis of the results, grades achieved and predicted
grades so that we can discuss next steps together.
So, let us work together, with commitment and
dedication to make these dreams a reality…
Ms McSorley, Principal

We are funding laptops for our children to help them
learn. Laptops have been loaned to learners in Y11 and
Y10 so far, supporting students closest to formal
examinations. After half-term we will loan laptops to
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out a parking pledge to all parents. We all need to work
together to keep our children safe.

We hope you and your families enjoyed a restful half
term. It has been lovely to see the children returning to
school ready for the Autumn Term. As parents, we
understand that you like to know what your children
are learning at school so that you can talk to them
about their topics and support their learning at home.
Following this feedback at our coffee morning, we will
be sending out curriculum newsletters next week with
information that we hope you will find useful. We will
also be holding online reading workshops this half
term – more information will follow and we hope you
can join us.

I would also like to remind parents of the importance
of socially distancing on site. Please maintain a safe
2m distance from other adults when dropping or
collecting your children including waiting on the
pavement outside the school. Please also leave the site
swiftly at the beginning or the end of the day. Thank
you for your support in keeping our community safe.
Mrs Twort

Key Messages to Primary Parents
•

Parents’ Evening – Parents Evening will be during
the week beginning 16th of November. This will
look a little different to usual as unfortunately we
will not be able to have parents into school. You
will receive a letter this week with a time slot when
the teacher will call you. This will be a great
opportunity to find out more about what your child
has been learning in school, their progress so far
and how you can support their learning at home. If
you can’t make the time given, please speak to the
class teacher to make a different appointment.

•

Relationships education - Thank you to those
parents who attended our virtual RSE meeting to
discuss the primary curriculum for this term. As
always, we received lots of positive feedback from
parents about our efforts to work together with the
community and take their feedback onboard.

•

Just before the half term holiday, we were very
lucky to have a professional photographer in
school to update our photograph collection. The
children and staff involved really enjoyed the
exciting process and we now have lots of beautiful
pictures of our academy. We will be using this in
our new prospectus so watch this space….

Reception places September 2021
If your child will be starting Reception in September
2021 then you need to apply for your place at Ark
Victoria even if your child already attends our Nursery.
The online application can be found here
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20119/school
_admissions/1786/apply_for_reception_primary_sc
hool/4. Please complete your application by 15th
January 2021.
We are also holding our Reception virtual meetings to
give you more information and support with
applications. These will take place on Tuesday 10th
November and Thursday 12th November at 10.30am
and 4.30pm. Please click the link on our website to
join the meetings.
Keeping our community safe
Please ensure that you are parking safely outside the
school gates. You must not park on the yellow zig zags
outside school and you must not double park on the
road as this means our pupils cannot cross the road
safely. If you do you this, you are putting
children’s lives at risk. The local police have agreed
to patrol to support us to ensure safe parking at the end
of the day. We are also learning about road safety in
school; designing parking tickets and will be sending

www.arkvictoria.org | 3

•

Read-a-Thon - We had a fantastic Read-a-Thon.
Each class received a
brand-new book and we
loved dressing up in our
house colours. Thank
you for your donations–
we raised £513.44 to
spend on new books for
our book corners!

•

The children really enjoyed the pumpkin parties
and looked amazing in their costumes! They also
loved carving their
class pumpkins and
they
were
very
creative. It was a
lovely way to end the
half term. Here are
Year 3 looking very
spooky!

•

This half term, children in year 5 are learning all
about Discrimination in STEM during their topic
lessons. They will also be learning about Earth and
Space in science lessons. Perhaps most excitingly,
there are some fantastic new texts related to space
including Cosmic by Frank Cottrell Boyce and
Phoenix by SF Said which the children are already
really enjoying. For their half term project linked
to this learning, pupils created their own model
solar systems and we have
been extremely impressed with
the results! If there are any
creations still in progress or if
your children have been
inspired by these examples, it
is not too late to bring them in!
Well done year 5!

We are delighted to see our pupils after the half term
holiday. The first week back has been exciting and
pupils have been engaging in different projects and
experiences. Please read below for further
information.
Hamper Appeal
Pupils in Year 8 have demonstrated one of our core
values, kindness, by donating items for our hamper
appeal. Boxes were decorated and filled with goods
for members of the community, to bring some extra
cheer in light of recent events. We are almost ready to
distribute the boxes to local churches, mosques and
homeless shelters. A big thank you to all of those who
gave generous donations of food, goods and gifts for
our Hamper Appeal.
Mrs Bashir, who led the project, said “I am super
proud of the
Year 8 team
and staff at
Ark Victoria
Academy”.
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Virtual work experience opportunity
Pupils have a unique opportunity to undertake virtual
work experience programme with the Queen Elizabeth
Hospital. The virtual work experience is held every 3rd
Saturday for 6 months.
The Queen Elizabeth Hospital has partnered with
Medic Mentor, the UK’s largest medical family, to
provide free live virtual work experience to any pupil
in the UK wanting to become a doctor, dentist or
vet. UHB and Medic Mentor are committed to
ensuring that students still have the opportunity to
gain valuable insight into healthcare careers and high
quality application support, even in these difficult
times. Several Year 10 and Year 11 pupils have already
applied!
For
more
information
please
https://medicmentor.co.uk/universityvisit
hospitals-birmingham-trust-virtual-work-experience/
Instrumental music lessons
We are very excited to announce that our instrumental
music lessons are starting this week. Pupils auditioned
and have been selected to participate in guitar, drum,
piano and vocal lessons, delivered by the Music
Service. We are hoping to add more lessons in the
future, so please see Mrs Ayling if you are interested.
Careers and pathways update

11 pupils this week and will roll out the platform to
other year groups and parents next term. Please visit:
https://www.unifrog.org/ for more details.
Envision programme 20/21
We are pleased to announce that 15 Year 9 pupils will
be participating in the Envision programme. The
pupils will work virtually with a charity and a business
to improve their confidence and employability
skills. The project commences on Friday 6th
November.

Ark Victoria Reminders
•

•
•
•

•

Cadbury College
Year 11 pupils received a virtual talk by Maya Vadhia,
Schools Liaison officer from Cadbury College. Maya
presented the different courses available and the
tailored support that is available to pupils. We are
encouraging all Year 11 pupils to apply to at least two
colleges, sixth forms or apprenticeships by the end of
December 2020.
Unifrog online platform
Pupils now have access to Unifrog, a one-stop-shop
where students can easily explore their interests, then
find and successfully apply for their next best step after
school. Pupils will be able to complete personality
profiles, linking careers to their personalities, use the
subject and careers library as well as apply for courses
in Year 11. We are launching the platform with Year

•

All visitors to the school premises must always
wear face coverings when on school premises
and follow social distancing guidance and
sanitising whilst on the school premises.
Parents must always be wearing face coverings
when on the school premises.
Secondary students must always bring their
school issued face covering to school every day
to be worn when not in classrooms.
Please use the following link to see what
happens if a child or staff member shows
symptoms of the Coronavirus (COVID-19):
https://arkvictoria.org/sites/default/files/Cor
onavirus%20flow%20chart%20%20parents.pdf
Please use the following link to see what
happens if a child or staff member has a
positive Coronavirus (COVID-19) test result:
https://arkvictoria.org/sites/default/files/Self
%20Isolation%20Guidance.pdf
Please familiarise yourself with the new
Coronavirus restrictions which came into force
on 14th October. A link from Birmingham City
Council which explains the new restrictions is
given below:
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/news/articl
e/734/new_coronavirus_restrictions_for_bir
mingham/
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Behaviour update
Organisation
I would like to thank you for your support in ensuring
that your son/daughter comes to school each day with
the correct equipment. I am pleased to report that
so far, this academic year, students have been fully
equipped in well over 99% of lessons and consequently
learning time has been maximised. I would like to
stress the importance of checking timetables, books,
passports and equipment daily. The issues that have
been
highlighted
as
impacting
on
students’ organisation are:
•
•
•
•
•

•

Bringing the books for the wrong day
Forgetting pencil cases & passports
Preparing for the wrong day after an illness and
not remembering exercise books for lessons
Arriving late to school
Forgetting their school mask following PE days
(Masks should go into the school bag
rather than the into the pocket of the
school blazer)
Lost learning time in all secondary schools
across the country still has a significant impact
to potential learning time. Just 3 minutes lost,
each lesson, over a week equates to 90 minutes
a week and in a school year to over 60 hours of
lost learning. We believe that by having high
expectations
at
all
levels,
including
personal organisation, every student has the
potential to succeed.

Punctuality
Pupils who arrive late are greatly disadvantaged
because they miss starting the day with their peers in
tutor time and assembly – the heartbeat of the Ark
Victoria Academy school day – as well as the beginning
of lessons and the beginning of their learning.

The school start times for each year group are
below
Year 7 – 08.10 (Talbot Gate)
Year 8 – 08.30 (Talbot Gate)
Year 9 – 08.20 (Boulevard Gate)
Year 10 - 08.30 (Boulevard Gate)
Year 11 – 08.20 (Talbot Gate)

Minutes
day

late

per

During the school year

Equals days’ worth of
teaching lost in a year

5 mins

3.4 days

10 mins

6.9 days

15 mins

10.3 days

20 mins

13.8 days

30 mins

20.7 days

We understand that there may be rare occasions when
students are unavoidably late due to unforeseen
circumstances. On these occasions, parents please
make sure that you contact the school office to inform
us of this and when your child will arrive.
If your child is experiencing difficulties with
punctuality and you would like to talk to us about it,
please call me on 0121 393 4459 or make an
appointment with the school office to come in and see
me.

It is also very important that children establish good
routines and habits in preparation for the rest of their
lives. Punctuality is a life skill that they need to develop
whilst they are young.
It is therefore essential that you ensure that your child
arrives at school on time to prevent disruption to your
child’s own learning and that of others.
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Stars of the week:
•
•

•

•
•

Y7 Mahir Rahman - For being a great role
model to others and displaying a brilliant
attitude
Y8 Sumaiya Akthar - For always doing the right
thing, trying in all lessons with 100% and
making amazing progress in English with Mr
Hussian.
Y9 Mohammed Banaris – For always working
extremely hard, working well with others,
being willing to help staff and for always
bringing his best to everything he does.
Y10 Aftikar Halim - For being in line up every
morning on time and for working so hard in
lessons.
Y11 Wisal Humadi always happy to help and
support.

Getting to know our house
representatives
Dr Benjamin Obadiah
Iqbal Zephaniah was born
and raised in Birmingham,
England.
He
cannot
remember a time when he
was not creating poetry but
this had nothing to do with
school where poetry meant very little to him, in fact he
had finished full time education at the age of 13. His
poetry is strongly influenced by the music and poetry
of Jamaica and what he calls ‘street politics’. His first
real public performance was in church when he was 10
years old, by the time he was 15 he had developed a
strong following in his home town of Handsworth
where he had gained a reputation as a young poet who
was capable of speaking on local and international
issues.

Menus
Primary Lunch Menu:
https://arkvictoria.org/primary/primary-lunchmenu

Term Dates
•

Autumn Term – Tuesday 1st September 2020 –
Friday 18th December 2020

•

Half Term – Monday 26th October 2020 – Friday
30th October 2020

•

Inset days – Friday 16th October 2020 (Ark
Primary only Inset day), Monday 23rd November
2020 (School Secondary only Inset day) & Friday
4th December 2020 (ARK Inset day)

•

Spring Term – Monday 4th January 2021 –
Thursday 1st April 2021

•

Half Term – Monday 15th February 2021 – Friday
19th February 2021

•

Inset days - Monday 4th January 2021, Tuesday
5th January 2021 (School Primary only Inset day)
& Friday 26th March 2021 (ARK Secondary only
Inset day)

•

Summer Term – Monday 19th April 2021 –
Wednesday 21st July 2021

•

Half Term – Monday 31st May 2021 – Friday 4th
June 2021

•

Inset days - Monday 19th April 2021, Thursday
13th May 2021 (School Primary only Inset day),
Friday 2nd July 2021 (Ark Inset day) & Wednesday
21st July 2021 (School Inset day)

Key Dates November 2020
Tuesday 10th November 10.00-10.30 – Reception
Open Day - Virtual Meeting 1
Tuesday 10th November 4.30-5.00 – Reception Open
Day - Virtual Meeting 2
Thursday 12th November 10.00-10.30 – Reception
Open Day - Virtual Meeting 3
Thursday 12th November 4.30-5.00 – Reception Open
Day - Virtual Meeting 4

Secondary Lunch Menu
https://arkvictoria.org/secondary/secondary-lunchmenu
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Puzzles and Fun
Maths Puzzle

Primary Puzzle

Recommended Read
Year One have loved reading ‘The Big Book of
Beasts’ by Yuval Zommer. They received this
during the Read-a-Thon and haven't put it down
since! This beautifully illustrated book opens by
explaining that beasts are wild animals that can’t
be tamed and then gives
tips on how to spot them
in their natural habitats.
If you are interested in
animals and looking to
read more non-fiction,
this is a great choice. The
text is chatty and full of
fun facts and there are
plenty more books in the
series– Year One are
hoping to read ‘The Big Book of Beasts’ next. This
is the perfect book for all ages to read together!
This is the story of knock-kneed Ruskin Splinter
and his nemesis the strong but not-so-clever
Elvis. It starts with the two characters battling it
out to win the leading role in the school play but
soon takes a sinister twist.
Underneath Lizard Street
lurks
the
mysterious
Krindlekrax. This terrifying
monster threatens Lizard
Street and this is when Ruskin
has a chance to prove he has
what it takes to be a hero. Key
Stage Two pupils will relate
well to Philip Ridley’s
accessible, engaging tale.
More confident readers should check out Aisha
Bushby’s ‘A Pocketful of Stars’. Safiya and her
mum have a difficult relationship– her mum
doesn't understand Safiya's love of
gaming and Safiya doesn't think
they have anything in common. As
Safiya struggles to fit in at school,
her mum falls ill. Safiya feels her
life is falling apart but then
something incredible happens and
everything changes for the better.
This is a beautiful novel about
family, friendship and magic.
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