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Head Teachers’ Message 

It was lovely to see so many of you at Parents’ 
Evening this week – they were both very 
successful evenings. We were pleased to receive 
so many positive comments through the parent 
survey and we will seek to address any areas for 
development over the coming weeks.  

I have had a number of parents requesting 
holiday during the school term.  Just a polite 
reminder that we do not authorise any term 
time holidays. This is because we know the 
impact not being at school has on your child's 
academic success and also their well being - 
often pupils can find it difficult to settle back in 
to school after they have been away.  We ask 
that you support us in our aim to ensure pupils 
are in school every day and avoid any 

unnecessary absence. 

Well done to all the pupils who sent in projects 
for the half term homework - they look amazing 
and it is going to be very hard to pick the 
winners! We will be displaying these around the 
school and I am sure you will agree they will 
add to our learning environment which 
celebrates the children's fantastic work. I also 
can't wait for our first Head Teacher's Tea next 
week and meeting my first Year 5 and 6 
superstars...exciting and busy times ahead! 

              

            

 

Headteachers’ Tea 

Each teacher will choose a child from their class 
who has been a superstar that week; they will be 
given an invitation which they'll bring home to 
show you. They will then join me for a good 
chat over some juice and cake. The children 
who are chosen can wear their best clothes for 
the day as well.  This will start with Year 5 and 
Year 6 on Thursday 22nd November and I can't 
wait! 

Crossing Warden 

Unfortunately we have had to move the crossing 
warden on Oldknow Road back to her original 
place.  This is because she is employed by the 
council and they have said it is not safe for her 
to move until the road has been remarked.  We 
are currently working with the council to ensure 
this happens as soon as possible.  In the 
meantime please do take a few extra minutes to 
walk down to the crossing warden as it is the 
safest place to cross Oldknow Road. 

Consent 

Can we remind all parents that students aged 13 
and over are able to give their own consents 
based on latest legislations from DfE. For 
students under 13 then consent must be 
received from both the parents and the child. 
Any questions please contact the school. 

Wrap Up Warm 

As the weather is 
changing and 
temperatures are 
dropping, please 
ensure your child is 
appropriately 

dressed. 
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Your child should be bringing a warm coat to 
school every day. As the weather gets colder 
your child will be at a greater risk of catching 
colds or flu. Could you also ensure that they 

wear sensible shoes with a good grip.  

Reception  

The closing date for applications to start 
Primary schools in September 2019 is the 15th 
January 2019. 

Children in Birmingham can start school 
(Reception) in the September after their 4th 
birthday. 

Example: If your child was born between 1st 
September 2014 and 31st August 2015, they'll be 
able to start school in September 2019. 

When to apply 

Parents can apply for a place in the Autumn of 
the year before their child turns 4 years of age. 
It is important that you apply for a place as 
soon as possible: 

 attendance at a nursery class does not 
give a child automatic priority for a 
place 

 do not wait until your child is five years 
old, or your preferred school may 
already be full 

 The closing date for applications for 
Reception Class 2019 is 15th January 
2019. 

How to Apply 

Apply on-line via the Birmingham City Council 
website. Please note it is really important that 
you apply on time. If you apply late you may be 
less likely to get a place at one of your preferred 
schools. 

If you need help applying for a place at Ark 
Victoria Academy please contact the school on 
(0121) 393 4459 or call in to main reception at 
either building. 

Primary British Values Day 

On Monday 22nd October, all Primary pupils 
took part in an exciting British Values themed 
day.  Our focus was 'Mutual Respect and 
Tolerance'.  The children took part in a carousel 
of activities and learned a lot about the diverse 
culture of Ark Victoria.  As part of their 
learning, all year groups read picture books that 
promote 'Mutual Respect and Tolerance', before 
creating artwork from the story.  The artwork 
will be displayed all around the academy so stay 

tuned for pictures! 

Year 2 Onesie Day 

On Monday year 2 children participated in ‘The 
Polar Express’ day, to start their new topic- 
Polar Regions! Children came into school in 
their PJs and were given a Golden ticket to 
board The Polar Express! After a mock train 
ride children received special packages 
throughout the day to themed activities. 
Children enjoyed reading the story, as well as 
making hot chocolate, decorating biscuits and 
making snowflakes. At the end of the day the 
children were thrilled to watch the film, 
complete with snacks-their own decorated 

cookies, hot chocolate and marshmallows! 

Secondary Drop Down Day 

Pupils enjoyed 
their first drop 
down day of the 
year.  Year 7 
pupils worked 
with a company 
called Since 9/11, 
looking at how do 

we respond to terrorism.  Year 8’s had 
workshops with Loudmouth on sexual 
exploitation and Year 9’s learnt about 
preventing violent extremism.  Year 10’s spent a 
whole day looking at careers and employment.  
We were lucky to have Dr Pankhania (dentist), 
Dr Khanna (medicine), Mr Khattak MBE 
(Solicitor and local community leader in Small 
Heath) and Mr Mahfooz (engineer for a top 
firm in Birmingham). 
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Reading 

 

Please can you let us know what unusual places 
your family and yourself read in when you are 
not in school. All photographs will be gratefully 
received. 

Staff Favourite Book – Miss 
Brinkworth 

My favourite book 
as a child was The 
Lion, The Witch 
and the Wardrobe 
by C S Lewis – I 
must have read it 
10 times! 

It is an amazing 
book full of magic 
and adventure.  

Four children, who 
are having the most 

boring summer ever, find themselves in an 
incredible work of snow-witches, talking 
animals and constant winter. Not only that, but 
they are the ones who can save it! 

There are great messages in this book; normal 
people can do remarkable things and kindness 
is always a virtue! 

The best thing about reading this book is, that if 
you love it as much as me, there are 7 in the 
series to enjoy! 

Poppy Appeal 

The Royal British 
Legion has a 
fundraising 
campaign that is 
held every year in 
November. 
Poppies are sold to 
raise vital funds to 
help the Armed 
Forces community.  

At Ark Victoria Academy staff and pupils sold 
lots of poppies, wrist bands and snap rulers to 

help this worthy cause. 

 

Week Beginning: 19th November 
2018 – Week 3 
 

Oldknow Site 
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Talbot Way Site 

 

Week Beginning: 26th November 
2018 – Week 1 
 

Oldknow Site 

 

Talbot Way Site 

 

Dates for Your Diary 

 26th November – Staff Training Day 

 12th December – Year 5 trip to the National 
Memorial Arboretum 

 14th December – Christmas Jumper Day – 
Save the Children 

 24th December – 4th January – Christmas 
Holidays 

 7th January – Staff Training Day 

 8th January – Staff Training Day 

 

 

 


