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Thought for the week:  

“Tolerance implies no lack of commitment to one's own beliefs. Rather it condemns 

the oppression or persecution of others.’’ 
― John F. Kennedy

Principal’s Message: 
Dear parents, carers and friends of the school 

Welcome back to the new term and year. A very happy new 
year to you all! I will start with some very positive news: the 
secondary phase was awarded a certificate for attendance 
for the autumn term from Fischer Family Trust, placing the 
school in the top 10% of similar schools in the country. This 

is great news and a testament to the dedication and 
commitment of our students, their families and our staff. 
Let’s aim for a whole school award this Spring term! A 
reminder that each day lost is at least 6 lessons of learning 

lost. 

I was pleased to able to meet our Parent Community Forum 
last week; our work with parents and the local community 
continues to gather momentum. We will be hosting our first 

Community Meal on the evening of February 15th where we 
will invite members of the community in for a hot three 
course meal, free of charge, as well as a chance to listen to 
an after-dinner speaker from Newman University on the 
topic of how we talk about beliefs. We chose this topic after 

speaking with our parents and pupils who appreciate the 
need for us all to build understanding and to spread 

kindness and tolerance.  

Having listened to Stephen Pihlaja deliver our staff training 
this week – I think this will be immensely enjoyable! Staff 
really welcomed the chance to share something of their 
beliefs and learn about others’ beliefs. I learnt more about 
the caring and understanding community we have. 

Kindness is one of our core values and tolerance is 
important for our diverse community to thrive. Look out for 
further information on our Community Meal: 15th February 

5-7pm, Talbot canteen. 

To help us with planning and with our school improvement 
ambitions, we would like to gather your views – please do 
fill out our parent survey; your voice matters and helps us 
to tailor provision. Over 100 of you already have – thank 

you!  There is also the chance to win one of ten shopping 
vouchers for entrants who submit before the deadline of 
February 10th – please click on the link here to share your 

views and be in with the chance to win: Parent Survey 

 

 

 

Finally, this Spring term is an important one for your child 
to focus on their learning and on making progress. For some 
of our pupils, there are some important assessments, 
including reading assessments, which help us to provide 
support and interventions where they are needed. Our Y11 
students begin their final mock examinations on February 
6th. They will sit a full suite of examinations, which we know 
will prepare them well for the summer exam series. Please 
support your child by encouraging them to revise and 
prepare well, as well a getting plenty of rest and a good 
night’s sleep each night. Mr Nandi has sent the exam 
timetable – please see your child’s Y11 tutor if you have any 
questions. 
 

I hope you have all had a positive start to the new year and 
look forward to our continued work together supporting our 

pupils to achieve their very best. 

Ms McSorley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://edurio.com/teacher/poll/JOm2dD
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Primary Headteachers 
Message: 
At the start of the Spring Term, we have been focusing on 
our value of kindness. During assembly, I shared a clip from 
the fantastic ‘The Boy, The Mole, The Fox and the Horse; we 
explored the impact of the choices we make and how our 
kind deeds can spread kindness to others. We considered 
how we could be kind to others both inside, and outside, of 
our school community and the positive effect our kindness 
can have.  
 

Yesterday, our newly appointed 
Student Leaders presented to me.  
Not only were they confident and 
articulate, but their presentations 
also focused on the value of 
kindness. The Well Being 
Ambassadors had some excellent 
suggestions such as a Thank You 
box (here is a photo of Reggie 
with his thank you notes!) and a 
kindness tree which I look 
forward to seeing very soon. The 
Anti Bullying Ambassadors, 

having received their Diana training, were passionate and 
knowledgeable about the strategies they can use to promote 
their anti-bullying message.    
 
I hope that many of you are following our primary twitter 
account @arkvicprimary. It captures some of the fantastic 
work our pupils are doing across the curriculum both inside 
and outside of the classrooms. Some highlights this term 
have been Personal Development sessions focusing on First 
Aid; our Y4 Careers Fair with Councillor Bano; trips to the 
local library; Y2 trip to Botanical Gardens and Reception 
exploring their story texts.  
 
Early next month, it is Safe Internet Day. Whilst we teach 
the children how to keep safe through our Personal 
Development curriculum, we know that keeping your 
children safe online is something that can be challenging for 
parents. We will be running parent workshops to support 
with this as well as developing the children’s understanding 
of online safety.    
 

 
February also sees the opening of our new primary library! 
On 8th February, Serena Patel the author of Anisha the 
Accidental Detective, will be officially opening our newly 
refurbished primary library. We are so excited to have such 
a warm, inviting space for pupils to develop their love of 
reading. We will be opening our library up for families to use 
each week, as well as the weekly class library sessions; more 
information to follow shortly.  
 
To celebrate the opening of our new primary 
library the Primary Recommend Read is:  
 
Join Anisha as she becomes detective to solve a kidnapping 
mystery on the eve of her aunt's wedding - a book that is sure 
to delight young readers with its charm, wit and humour! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Improving our attendance is a priority as we know that 
pupils cannot learn if they are not in school and that these 
gaps in learning only get bigger over time. Unfortunately, 
last term a number of families received fines, and some 
children lost their place at Ark Victoria, as a result of 
unauthorised absence. Please support us by sending your 
children into school each day even if they are feeling a little 
poorly - we will look after them and call you if we think they 
need to be collected. A huge well done to Year 6 with over 
98% attendance last week! Let’s work together to ensure all 
of our year groups have such fantastic attendance.  
 
Mrs Twort   
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Key Messages to Primary Parents 

EYFS Update 
In Reception, we have been 

exploring the deep blue ocean. The 
children have had the opportunity 
to discover the different creatures 
that live in the ocean. We read the 
story ‘The Rainbow Fish’ which 

they enjoyed. They spoke about 
each character's feelings and 
emotions throughout the book. The 
story has a special message about 
the importance of ‘sharing’ and ‘friendship’. We are all 

friends in Reception and we all love to share just like the 

Rainbow Fish! 

Year 1 Update 
Year 1 have had an amazing 
start to this term; it is lovely to 
see them back and so well 
settled after the break. We 
started our new writing unit 

with a drop-down day and it was 
fantastic to see everyone 
dressed as their favourite 
colour. Year 1 had a lovely day 

exploring the text ‘The Day the Crayons Quit’ and wrote 

some amazing letters to their favourite crayon. 

Year 2 Update  
Year 2 have had a fabulous start to the 

spring term. In science we have been 
learning about different habitats 
across the world and how they are 
suited to different plants and 

animals. We are very excited for our 
trip to the Botanical Gardens! In 
maths we have been learning column 
addition and subtraction. We have 
been investigating what we do when 

our ones add up to ten or more and exploring this with 

deines before learning how to record it in our books. 

Year 3 Update 
In year 3, as part of their 
history lessons, pupils 
have been learning about 
the significance of religion 
to the Ancient Egyptians 
and the role of hierarchy 
in Ancient Egyptian society. The core knowledge about this 
ancient empire we have developed is truly impressive. We 
are now beginning to explore Earthquakes and how they are 

caused in geography and it's clear we have some budding 
seismologists in Year 3! 

 
Year 4 Update 
Year 4 have hit the ground running this term by coming back 
to school after the holidays with so much determination and 

drive to be the best they can be. As part of the personal 
development curriculum, children experienced an exciting 
opportunity - ‘research a career’ day, where we had 
councillor, Shabina Bano visit the school to give an insight 

on what her job entails.  

Children have been enjoying a new book in reading, Anglo-
Saxon Boy, which ties in well with our history unit. We have 
been exploring the theme of battle, 

betrayal and bloodshed!  

We have so much to look forward 
to this term as we are exploring 

Anglo-saxons in history, looking at 
the treaty of Wedmore and how 
Anglo-Saxon Britain was ruled. We 
can’t wait to step back into the past 
for our Anglo-Saxon drop down 

day coming up this term. 

 
Year 5 Update 
Year 5 having been positively 

spellbound by their new reading text 
The Elsewhere Emporium by Ross 
Makenzie! We can't wait to follow 
this investigatory journey and solve 

the mystery of the Emporium's 

whereabouts! 

 
Year 6 Update 
It has been a fantastic start to 2023 in Year 6.  We have really 
hit the ground running and the children have shown a really 
positive, enthusiastic attitude towards their studies. We've 
started on some tricky new maths topics, such as 
area/perimeter and angles, but Year 6 have really 

demonstrated our core values of ambition and resilience to 
make sure they succeed.  We've been really enjoying our new 
reading text "The Goldfish Boy" and it's great to see the 
children's enthusiasm around it. We are sure to face many 
challenges this year as we prepare for the SATs but if we 

continue the year like we've started, Year 6 are going to do 

an amazing job! 
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Digital Champions 

Congratulations to the pupils below who have received 
awards for Times Tables Rock Stars and Mathletics. 

TTRS Champions: 

 

 

Mathletics Year Group Champions:  

 

 
 

Primary Pastoral and Student Wellbeing 
Newsletter                                                                                               

Class Dojo Champions  
We would like to give a massive shout out to the following 
children with the highest number of class dojos in their 
class.  Well done, we are proud of you and keep up the good 

work. 

ARK Values 
There are lots of things that children can do to gain positive 
points. The Ark Victoria values include being Ambitious, 
Resilient and Kind.   
 
Have a think about how you can demonstrate our Ark 
Values. Have you been ambitious recently?   
 
Have you shown resilience, or have you been kind to 
someone in your class? Mr Haddon, Mr Keen and I are very 
excited to hear about all the different ways that you have 
demonstrated the Ark Values. All the teachers in school will 
be looking out to see these qualities and you will be 
rewarded with class dojo points.  
 

Attendance - A VERY IMPORTANT MESSAGE 
Regular school attendance is vital to ensure our pupils 
achieve the best possible outcomes. Even an absence of a day 

can impact on your child’s progress! 

In some circumstances you may be issued with a fine and/or 
your child/children may also lose their school place or be 

reported to the local authority as a missing child.  Please 
support us in ensuring your child/children attend school 

every day. 

Primary Attendance Last week – 94.3% 

 

 

 

Week beginning 2nd January 2023 

Year Pupil Name 

3 Mohammed E 3W 

4 Masuma A 4T 

5 Ismaeel R 5C 

6 Mahir S 6C 

Week beginning 9th January 2023 

Year Pupil Name 

3 Aminah Murtaza 3S 

4 Jumana Akhtar 4S 

5 Nabiha Mehreen 5C 

6 Wafa Hoque 6Y 

Week beginning 2nd January 2023 

Year Number of bronze 
certificates 

achieved 

Number of silver 
certificates 

achieved 
1 3 0 

2 0 0 

3 15 2 

4 7 2 

5 14 13 

6 1 0 

Week beginning 9th January 2023 

Year Number of bronze 
certificates 

achieved 

Number of silver 
certificates 

achieved 
1 1 0 

2 0 0 

3 16 3 

4 7 1 

5 18 2 

6 2 0 
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Please see table below, which shows the number of days 

missing from school, linked to attendance percentage 

 

Attendance Rewards 
Max, Winne the Pooh and Harry the Hippo.  Attendance 
bears are given to the class with the highest attendance in 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2   and Attendance Trophy are 

given to highest attendance in Year 3 to Year 6. Well done!! 

 
 

 

 

 Well done to you all and keep it up!!   

Wellbeing Tips – 
There are lots of ways to feel calmer. It's about finding what 
works for you. Try some of the breathing exercises, 

activities, games and videos to help let go of stress. 

https://www.childline.org.uk/toolbox/calm-zone/ 

Self-care for parents and carers – remember you are 

important! 

https://www.annafreud.org/parents-and-

carers/self-care-for-parents-and-carers/ 

Wellbeing Book Recommendation 
Sohal worries about a lot of things: the dark, mutant sheep, 
being alone - you name it, he worries about it! So one night 
he tries drawing his worries to make himself feel better - and 
somehow they look a lot less worrying once they're scribbled 

down.  

But then imagine Sohal's surprise when he wakes up the 
next morning to find a set of funny, furry friends at the end 

of his bed!  

His worries have come to life, and it's not 
long before Hurt, Fail, Anger, Big and Alone 

have turned his world upside down. Now it's 
up to Sohal to work out how to keep his 
worries under control - and have some 

serious fun while he's at it! 

Community Support 
For many families it can get harder over the winter months 
and a little more help will make all the difference.  Here are 
some of the early help resources, services and support that 

you may find useful: 
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50224/birmingham
_children_s_partnership/2218/from_birmingham_with_l

ove 

The information shared on these pages is also available in 
different languages: 
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/downloads/download/3

595/from_birmingham_with_love_-_downloadable_flyer 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you and take care! 

Mrs Kumar  

Pastoral Lead  

KS1 Attendance Bear 
Winners  

KS2 Attendance Trophy 
Winners  

R Cadbury 91%  3 Watt and Tolkien 97%  

1 Cadbury 95%  4 Tolkien 97%  

2 Watt 97%  5 Cadbury and Zephaniah 
97%  

  6 Tolkien 99%  

https://www.childline.org.uk/toolbox/calm-zone/
https://www.annafreud.org/parents-and-carers/self-care-for-parents-and-carers/
https://www.annafreud.org/parents-and-carers/self-care-for-parents-and-carers/
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50224/birmingham_children_s_partnership/2218/from_birmingham_with_love
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50224/birmingham_children_s_partnership/2218/from_birmingham_with_love
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50224/birmingham_children_s_partnership/2218/from_birmingham_with_love
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/downloads/download/3595/from_birmingham_with_love_-_downloadable_flyer
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/downloads/download/3595/from_birmingham_with_love_-_downloadable_flyer
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Secondary Update 
A warm welcome back to our students as they embark on 
their second term of the academic year. Students have 
settled back in well at school and have been engaging in 

discussions and answering challenging questions in lessons.  

Well done to all of our students who have received positive 
house points and golden tickets! This term will be a busy 
term for all, including students in Year 11 who will be 
preparing for their next set of mock exams. Please read 

below for further details about each year group. 

Year 7 update 
Year 7 has made a positive start to their second term at Ark 

Victoria with 859 Positive logs, since our return in January. 

This half term we are aiming to improve organisation within 
the year group, please can I ask for parents support with this 

by checking that your child's passport is signed and checked 
weekly, allowing key communication between parent and 

form tutor. 

Year 8 update 
Year 8 have had a great start to the new term and have 
started to work extremely hard in their lessons. They have 
shown our Ark values in everything they do, and we look 

forward to seeing them continue their development this 
term. We welcome this opportunity to congratulate the 

following students who are their forms Students of the week: 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 update 
Year 9 have returned to school with a positive attitude 
towards their learning. Students have settled well in lessons 
and earning rewards that their efforts deserve. There needs 
to be a big improvement with punctuality as a number of 
students are arriving consistently late to school. 
Congratulations to the following students who are our Year 
9 Students of the Week: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 10 update  
Year 10 have had a positive start to the new half term, Year 
10 have the highest positives and lowest sanctions in school. 
They have gained over 1000 positives this term, students 
have been actively collecting golden tickets to use within the 
PAT room daily, well done year 10. Below are some positive 

shoutouts for the year group: 

• Shoutout to all students for an amazing 
improvement to line-up, students are proactive 
and often quieten down before the whistle. 

• Shoutout to Eiesha and Saira for supporting in 
tours around the school. 

• Shoutout to Mahdi and Maryiam for supporting 

during the safeguarding audit panel. 

A few key reminders and targets for students: 

• Ensure PE kit is navy blue with no large logos. 

• Ensure skirts and scarves are navy blue 

Below is also an updated pastoral score leader board, well 

done to our top 5 students with the highest scores in year 10. 

 

 

 

Name 
 
Tutor 

Faiza H 8 Cadbury 

Rizwaan K 8 Simmonds 

Haleema H 8 Tolkien 

Isa K 8 Watt 

Mahdi M 8 Yousafzai 

Inaaya H 8 Zephaniah 

 

Name 
 
Tutor 

Amin A 9 Cadbury 

Orni R 9 Simmonds 

Hafiza A 9 Tolkien 

Mohammed H 9 Watt 

Hafsa R 9 Yousafzai 

All Students  9 Zephaniah 

 

Name 
 
Tutor 

Ropuk H 7 Cadbury 

Zunaed I 7 Simmonds 

Saira J 7 Tolkien 

Isharat A 7 Watt 

Nimo A 7 Yousafzai 

Tasmeem S 7 Zephaniah 

 

Name 
 
Tutor Pastoral Score 

Ayman K 10 Yousafzai 438 

Nimra A 10 Yousafzai 386 

Maryiam S 10 Watt 330 

Sanae El H 10 Cadbury 277 

Humza H 10 Yousafzai 273.6 
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Year 11 update 
Year 11s have begun their final spring term at Ark Victoria, 
students have been working hard in the lead up to mock 
exams which will take place on Monday 6th February. 
 
Pupils have also begun subject interventions during PD, 
pupils are logging in and receiving online sessions from 
tutors from Purple Ruler. Students are focused and eager to 
learn. Students have also been busy applying to colleges, 
with interviews taking place in the upcoming weeks. Can we 
ask that if your child has an interview at a local college or 
sixth form, it is vital that they attend school either before or 
after their interview. This will ensure that your child does 
not miss out on their learning. The interview process 
including travel should not take more than two hours, any 
additional time taken will be logged as unauthorised leave 
and will affect attendance.  
  
We welcome this opportunity to congratulate the following 
students who have accumulated the highest pastoral score 
in Year 11   

 

What a great start to the year; we are looking forward to 
seeing others compete for the top spot as the term 
continues. The following students have been awarded the 
"Student of the Week" for their excellent attitude to 
learning and positive contribution to lessons”.  
 

• 11 Zephaniah: Ismail A 

• 11 Yousafzai: Elias A  

• 11 Tolkien: Hamza M 

• 11 Cadbury: Sumayra I  

• 11 Simmonds: Saniya K  
 

Careers Update 
On Tuesday 17th January, our careers department attended 
a Careers Leader CPD Day at the Birmingham careers Hub. 

The focus was to develop our careers programme.  This will 
be of benefit to our students, as we have planned an exciting 

careers programme for this term. More details to come.  

Year 10 and 11 
We are working in conjunction with medic mentors to 
provide an opportunity for our year 10s interested in 
dentistry.  The Get into Dentistry conference will lead your 
child in a dental school application process and what they 

need to stand out. This includes but not limited to 

application timelines, CV building, personal statements and 
interviews. This also includes a 4-month free virtual work 
experience programme with Y10 and Y11 only.   If you are 
interested, please click on the following link: Dental Live 

Virtual Work Experience - Medic Mentors 

Secondary Behaviour 
If your child is receiving regular detentions, please speak to 
them to offer support.  If you are concerned, and your child's 
form teacher or Head of Year has not already contacted you 
to discuss behaviour, please call the school and ask to speak 
to the Head of Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendance Matters 
Impact of poor attendance - Frequent absence can add up to 
a considerable amount of lost learning and can seriously 
disadvantage your child in adult life. If your child’s level of 

absence is of serious concern, we will contact you to discuss 
how we can support you. Failure to work with the school and 
continued absence may result in the School and the Local 

Authority taking legal action.  

“It doesn’t matter if absences are authorised or 
unauthorised.  They all represent lost time in the classroom 
and a lost opportunity learn”. 

Name Tutor Pastoral Score 

Ilsa A 11 Simmonds 161.3 

Aqsa A 11 Cadbury 146.9 

Humaira R 11 Simmonds 145.2 

Adam A 11 Tolkien 144 

Syed A 11 Tolkien 143 

Ramzaan K 11 Simmonds 143 

https://medicmentor.co.uk/dental-live-virtual-work-experience/
https://medicmentor.co.uk/dental-live-virtual-work-experience/
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As an academy we are concerned that 13% of absence is due 
to holidays taken in term time. Requests for leave for 
exceptional circumstances must be made in writing to the 
Principal Ms McSorley. Fines of £120 per parent/carer may 
be issued where unauthorised leave has been taken during 
term time. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have got some really good news. We received a 
certificate from the FFT at last week to say we are in the top 
10% secondary schools for attendance! 
 

PE (secondary) Extra-curricular activities in 
Spring Term 2023: 
Day  Time  Year Group  Activity  
Monday  3.15-4.30  Y8 Boys  Football  
Monday  3.15-4.30  Girls  Badminton  

Monday  Lunch Time 
Y8/9 
Max 24 

Badminton 

Tuesday   3.15-4.30  Y7 Boys  Football  

Tuesday Lunch Time 
Y10  
Max 24 

Basketball 

Wednesday  3.15-4.15  Y7/Y8  Tennis  

Wednesday  3.15-4.15  
Y11  
Y10  

Duke of 
Edinburgh 

Thursday   
  

3.15-4.30  Girls  Football  

Thursday Lunch Time 
Y10 GCSE PE 
Sports Studies 

Badminton 

 
All students need to be in school PE kit and bring a drink 
with them.  
 

• KS3 Girls Handball Tournament 23/01/2023 4-
6pm @BGGS 

• Level 3 School Games Boccia Finals 03/02/2023 
this is for both participants and our 10 Silver School 
Games Sports Leaders 

• Year 7 Boys and Girls Sportshall Athletics 
09/02/2023 4-6pm @Washwood Heath Academy  

• Year 10 Girls Football Tournament 16/02/2023 4-
6pm @BGGS 

 

Y7 Girls Football Tournament 17/01/2023 
@Waverley 
 

This Tuesday saw our Year 7 Girls Football team travel to 
Waverley School to compete in a 5-a-side School Games 
tournament of 5 different schools.  
 

• Game 1 allowed them to find their feet and settle 
their nerves, and goals from Safoora S and Aleeza H 
helped them to a comfortable 3-0 win.  

• Game 2, Haleema S used her first minutes of the 
tournament well to score the only goal of the match 
and help the team secure another win (1-0).  

• Game 3 was a tougher match but with some 
incredible saves from our star goalkeeper Hadiya K 
and some excellent tackles by Maysa Y, the girls 
were able to snatch a 2-0 win.  

 
By the final game of the tournament, the girls were oozing 
confidence and self-belief which resulted in 1 goal for 
Haleema S, another 2 for Safoora S. Even our super 
defender Maya H was able to make a lovely run up the pitch 
and get one in the back of the net - securing yet another win 
at 4-0.  
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Out of the 22 goals scored by all 5 teams during the 
tournament, 10 of those came from the Ark Victoria girls 
with our top goal scorer Safoora S contributing a massive 5 
goals. But of course, no football team is complete without 
their goalkeeper - and despite some initial first-time nerves 
- Hadiya K kept a clean sheet in every game of the 
tournament, securing her the Manager's Player award. 
 
The overall results: 
1st Ark Victoria 
2nd Waverley 
3rd Starbank 
4th Yardleys 
5th Ark Boulton 
 
During the games our students were awarded some school 
games values badges from the opposition: 
Passion, Respect, Destiny: Aleeza 
Destiny: Maya 
Honesty: Hadiya 
 
Player of the tournament: Hadiya! 
Top Goal Scorer: Safoora scoring 5!  
Overall finish 1st conceding no goals and winning every 
match! Congratulations to Safoora, Hadiya, Haleema S, 
Aleeza, Maya and Maysa! We are Proud of you! 
 
 

Year 7, 8, 9 Boys Football 
All students who play for the school team will need 
their own shin pads or they will not be allowed to 
play. Football kit will be provided. Information from Year 
7 will come from Mr Latham, Year 8 will come from Mr 
Parker and Year 9 from Mr Martin. Any remaining league 
matches will be played this half term and Managers of each 
team will let you know as appropriate.  
 

Championships! 
 

Year 7/8 Football @Wembley Goals 
On Thursday the 8th December Ark Victoria travelled to 
London to compete in the first annual National Ark 
championship. This 5 a-side and 7 a-side Football 
competition brought together all Ark Secondary School 
within the network for a celebration of Football. Ark Victoria 
entered both Boys and Girls Year 7 Teams.  
 
The Girls played well throughout the tournament. They were 
evenly matched against the other teams and although 
narrowly missing out in the final playoff games they deserve 
a special mention for winning their final group game 12-0.  
 
The boys fought really hard against tough opposition and 
again only narrowly missed out on the final stages of the 
tournament with 2 defeats only by a single goal in their 
group matches. 
 

All individuals should be commended for their 
sportsmanship, their motivation and fighting spirit in every 
game they played. A special mention is reserved for Saima K 
(Y8), Ruqayyah H (Y8) and Ibrahim AM (Y7) as their 
performances shone throughout. They were identified by ID 
Scouts as players of merit who are worthy of joining the elite 
player squad! 

 
Next Competition: 
Birmingham Ark Schools 
Football Championships 
Year 7-9 27/01/2023 
@Goals, Star City 10am-2pm with Mr Martin and Miss 
Marshallsay. We will be competing against Ark Kings, Ark 
Boulton and Ark St Albans in both girls and boys football. 
Each year group will have their own 5-a-side team and will 
compete to see which team is victorious on the day. A great 
opportunity for our students to showcase their skills and 
compete. Teams will be selected and letter coming out at the 
start of next week. We wish the players selected the best of 
luck! We can’t wait to see what you can do… 

 

Still to come this year: 
Every half term will bring a new competition to the 
Birmingham Ark Sports Championships; Handball, 
Badminton and Table Tennis are currently planned. More 
details to follow on year groups, venues, dates and times. 
 

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award!  
The current students will be completing their Expedition 
during the April to July period, details of this will follow with 
the students.  
 
These expeditions will happen on-site @ArkVictoria 
Academy and combine several teamwork challenges, with 
some camp craft skills and Fitness work over 2 days and 1 
night.  
 
Students will be expected to attend weekly planning 
meetings in the lead up to the expedition to ensure that they 
are sure on their roles and their skills are sufficient for them 
to meet the 20 conditions required by the Bronze Award. 
Meetings will start on Wednesday March 01st for Year 10 and 
Year 11 date TBC but will not impede on their upcoming 
mock exams in February. 

  
We appreciate your patience and continued support and 
commitment from the students and parents in the 
completion of this award. If you have any questions, please 
speak to Ms Coughlan (DofE Manager) of Miss Ward (DofE 
Leader) or see our students MS Teams page.  



 

www.arkvictoria.org  |  11   

House Competitions:  
Last term we had competitions taking place in Girls Football 
and Boys Table Tennis. Results will follow in the next 
newsletter once they have been announced to students in 
their assemblies. This term we will be completing Girls 
Badminton and Boys Football House Competitions. 
 

 
Community Engagement  
Smart’ Eeze 
We are running an exciting Free 

programme of sessions to help you ease 
into the digital world, Smart ’Eeze is a 12-
week programme aimed at equipping 
individuals over 50 to learn new skills in 
order to fit in with the rest of society, to 

take advantage of many of the resources available to them, 
learners will have the opportunity to explore Laptops and 
tablets and then learn the basics of a window based 

computer. 

After completing the programme, the learner will be able to: 

• Understand that computers are part of everyday life 
and the need to use them will be more common. 

• Differentiate between Laptop, Tablet and Desktop 
Computer. 

• Turn on computer and log on. 

• Do google searches. 

• Listen to music. 

• Create email account and receive and send emails. 

• Use Apps and use online services. 

For further details contact:  

Robina Parvez - Health and Well-Being 
Carers Development Worker/Project Co-

ordinator 

Small Heath Community Forum, Khidmat Centre, 2a 

Heather Road, Small Heath, Birmingham 

Parent Information  
Parking 
Please could parents and carers be mindful where they are 
parking at the beginning and end of the school day. 

Your children's safety is our number one priority.  We 
understand that there are limited places to park around the 
school, but we ask parents not to park on double yellow lines 
and zig-zag lines outside school or around the school 
entrance. 

Emergency Closure procedures 
In preparation for the winter months please see below a 
reminder of the procedure for Emergency Closures of Ark 
Victoria Academy. There is no arrangement in place which 
would result in all academies in Birmingham closing 
automatically once Birmingham City Council decides to 
close all of its maintained schools. Whilst it is anticipated 
that most academies will coordinate their decision making 
and take the same approach as Birmingham City Council. 
Please use the following link for m0re information: 
Emergency Closure procedures 

Services on offer from Fox Hollies Children’s 
Centre 

 
Secondary Recommended Read 

KS3 Recommended Read – Lionheart 
Girl 
 
Lionheart Girl is the stunning novel by 
Yaba Badoe that incorporates West 
African magic and legend with a 
modern twist. This tale follows Sheba, 
a girl who uncovers magic abilities that 
hint at a dark family secret. This book 
is recommended for lovers of fantasy 
and magic as well as those who wish to 
encounter different cultures in their 
reading. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://arkvictoria.org/sites/default/files/Emergency%20Closure%20Procedure%20letter%20to%20parents%20NOV%202021.pdf
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MR ALIPOUR’S PUZZLES 27/01/2023 
Are you excited about learning Maths? Are you inspired to 
receive more golden tickets? Then try Mr Alipour’s puzzles 
and email your answers to r.alipour@arkvictoria.org  

Any student with correct answers to my puzzles will receive 

golden tickets       Challenging, however fun, Maths puzzles 
will be posted in our weekly newsletters, and you will be able 
to see the answers in the next newsletter. 

Well done to all students who tried and got correct answers 
to my puzzles last week. All these students won many golden 
tickets! So, try my puzzles this week and send me your 

answers. Let’s see who the Maths geniuses are       

Last Week’s Puzzle Answer 

Puzzle 5 Answer 

 

 

 

This Week’s Puzzle 

Puzzle 6 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Dates/Events 
 

Parents Evening 
• 16.02.23 - Year 9 Parents' Evening /options 

• 09.03.23 - Year 6 Parents' Evening 

• 16.03.23 - Year 11 Parents' Evening 

• 28.03.23 - Early years & KS1 Parents' Evening 

• 30.03.23 - Years 3-5 Parents' Evening 

• 27.04.23 - Year 8 Parents' Evening 

• 15.06.23 - Year 7 Parents' Evening 

• 17.07.23 - Drop in Parents' Evening - all primary years 

• 18.07.23 - Year 10 Parents' Evening 
 

Term Dates 
• 20.02.23 – 24.02.23 - Half term  

• 31.03.23 - End of term 

• 17.04.23 - Term begins 

• 29.05.23 – 02.06.23 Half term 

• 25.07.23 - End of term 
 

Inset Days   
• 01.02.23 - Ark inset day  

• 06.07.23 - Ark inset day  

• 24.07.23 - School inset day 

• 25.07.23 - School inset day 

Summer Fete   
• 19.07.23 – Early Closure of Ark Victoria Academy – 

Secondary only 

Free School Meals 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click the images above to apply for free school meals. 

mailto:r.alipour@arkvictoria.org
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dBTLADSljUaCn2NuzjLCTAxc9_6iHzRFlsRpm0wG731UMTVLN0syRlVVT01BOTQzMkVET1hEOVVDVS4u

