16/10/2020

Thought for the week:
In a world where you can be anything, be kind.
Unless your child is required to isolate, please ensure
that they come to school every day. Not only is this a
legal requirement but sending your child to school is
vital for their education and well-being. Any further
unnecessary time out of school will have a negative
effect on the children’s learning now and in the future.

Senior Leadership Message
We are continuing to work hard as a school community
to create a focused, and enjoyable, school experience
for all our pupils whilst ensuring we follow
government guidance to keep everyone safe. Although
some of our pupils have been required to isolate over
the last two weeks, we have been proud of their hard
work and commitment to their remote learning.
Online lessons and videos from teachers have
supported the work the pupils have been completing at
home. At the end of the isolation period, it has been
great to see the children returning to school and
sharing the learning they have been doing remotely.
This is helping to ensure we do not lose anymore
learning time even when pupils cannot be in the
building. Here are some of the examples of the home
learning from Year 5 – well done 5Z!

Over the last few weeks, it has been great to see how
focused the pupils are in the classrooms. They have
shown resilience when adapting to the changes in
expectations and the routines for each day are running
smoothly now. A lot of thought has gone into designing
a curriculum which will address the missed learning,
engage our pupils and build on the children’s previous
learning. We are continuing to focus on developing a
love of reading with exciting book corners in each
classroom and pupils fully engaged in the books they
are reading in class.
As a parent it is important to model a love of reading
to your children and I would urge you to not only read
with your children at home but also to show them that
you take time to read each day. I am currently reading
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix with my
son, Jude, and he can’t wait to read some more each
night! Please look out for book recommendations at
the end of each newsletter to help you find some
fantastic new books for your children to read.
Mrs Twort
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In Nursery this week, we practised a fire drill. We had
to get into a line and walk in silence. This was our first
time leaving the Nursery and we were amazing! Whilst
we were outside we went on a walk around the site. We
are currently reading ‘Peepo’ so the children had to
use, ‘I can see’ sentences. We saw lots of lovely things
including trees, brown
leaves and the Reception
classes, where some of our
big brothers and sisters go.
On the way back to
Nursery Ibrahim said, ‘It
was the greatest day ever
at school.’
We have excellent Early Years provision at Ark Victoria
and we still have some places available in our nursery.
Please contact the school office to arrange a visit and
to meet Miss Green, our Assistant Head in charge of
Early Years, if you are interested in a place for your
child.
Pen license
In Year 3, we have given out one of
our first pen licenses to Aasim
Rehman – well done Aasim, we are
very proud of you!
Reading

The children in year 5 have been enjoying reading The
Odyssey so much so that when the story was left on a
cliff-hanger and put in the book corner, everybody
wanted to take it home to continue reading
themselves. Many children wrote a persuasive letter to
their teacher, explaining why they should be chosen as
the lucky pupil to take the book home to read. Amal
was extremely persuasive, saying that she wanted to
find out what Odysseus's fate
would be on his journey home
to Ithaca and promising to take
care of the precious book so
that the next pupil could enjoy
it. She has lived up to her word
and has even written a great
book review to share with her
classmates. Well done year 5!
Author zoom call!
5Z are very lucky to be receiving a zoom call from the
author Jennifer Killick on Thursday 14th October. She
will be sharing her love of reading,
talking about life as an author and
answering the children’s questions.
How exciting! Although we can’t
have authors in to visit the school at
the moment, we are arranging other
ways for them to interact with the
children throughout the year.
New football kits!
Thanks to Primary League Stars, we’ve received some
amazing new P.E kits. Once it is safe to resume
matches, we can’t wait to show off our skills on the
football pitch!

The children in Year 3 have been orally reciting their
new story Booom! by Alan McDonald. Here are 3 Watt
using a story map to help them internalise the text. I
can’t wait to read the
stories the children
will write at the end
of this unit of work!
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Key Messages to Primary Parents
•

•

•

•

Parents Evening - We are currently planning our
Primary Parents’ Evening for week beginning 16th
November. This will look a little different to usual
as we will not be able to have parents in the school
building. We will organise a time slot for your
child’s class teacher to phone you and update you
on their return to school and answer any questions
you may have. These times will be sent out after
half term. In the meantime, if you do have any
questions please speak to your child’s teacher and
they can call you to discuss further.
Uniform Amnesty - We are looking for uniform
donations! If you have any good quality uniform or
PE kit that your child has outgrown please hand it
in to the office at Oldknow Road Reception. Once
we have collected the uniform we will make it
available to any families in need.
Building works - Thank you for your patience as we
have some essential maintenance work done on
our Oldknow site. We know for some parents this
means a slightly longer route to collect your
children but it is necessary to ensure we are
keeping everyone safe. We hope the work will
completed within the next few weeks.

This week, we have been delighted to work with our
parents in the Secondary phase, through Year 7
Settling In Evening and Parent workshops. Please find
below for further information.
Our parents are switched on!
Many parents attended a virtual workshop with Mr
Brom about online learning and how to support their
children. Parents were taught how to use MS teams,
how to check assignments and use websites such as
Hegarty Maths and GCSE Pod. Parents found the
workshop very useful and one parent of a Year 10
student commented “This is very informative. I now
know how to support my child in their GCSE years.”
There will be additional online workshops in the next
half term. Please look out for the link in the newsletter

Visit our YouTube channel to watch our weekly
celebration assemblies. Heads of Year award
certificates to children who have impressed them
that week and members of the Primary Senior
Leadership Team talk about our values and read a
story! To watch our assemblies, go to YouTube,
type in “Ark Victoria Academy” and look at the
“Primary Celebration Assembly” playlist.

Aiming high
Year 11 pupils have been receiving virtual careers
guidance from Mrs Weekes who is a qualified Careers
Advisor. The sessions take place via the telephone on
Friday afternoons. Pupils are enjoying the advice and
have noted that it has made them reflect on their
career choices and their next steps. Parents and carers,
please look out for a text message if your child has an
appointment with Mrs Weekes.
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Year 11: Thinking of the future…
Year 11 pupils received a virtual talk by Dr Aslam, Head
of Y12 from Ark St Albans Sixth Form. Dr Aslam
presented the different courses available and the
support that is offered to ensure that all pupils go onto
higher education or a career of their own choice. Ark
St Albans Sixth Form boasts a 100% pass rate A* C. Please look at their website and contact Dr Aslam
for further information.

A big thank you to the Year 7 Pastoral Team for their
continued support and dedication in ensuring our Year
7 students continue to thrive at Ark Victoria.
Mr Martin, Head of Year 7

Ark Victoria Reminders
•

Envision programme 2020-21
We are pleased to announce that 15 Year 9 pupils will
be participating in our Envision programme. The
pupils will work virtually with a charity and a business
to improve their confidence and employability
skills. The project commences on Friday 6th
November. Watch this space for more information.

•
•
•

Year 7 Settling in Evening
On Wednesday 14th October Year 7 Settling in Evening
took place albeit under very different circumstances.
Each Form Tutor spoke to parents who had requested
appointments to discuss their child’s transition into
Year 7. It was a successful occasion with many parents
commenting on how happy they are with their child’s
transition and progress. Below is a variety of
comments made by some parents:
“I am very happy with how my daughter is getting on
at Ark Victoria.”
“My son was so happy and proud to be made your
Student of the Week.”

•

•

All visitors to the school premises must always
wear face coverings when on school premises
and follow social distancing guidance and
sanitising whilst on the school premises.
Parents must always be wearing face coverings
when on the school premises.
Secondary students must always bring their
school issued face covering to school every day
to be worn when not in classrooms.
Please use the following link to see what
happens if a child or staff member shows
symptoms of the Coronavirus (COVID-19):
https://arkvictoria.org/sites/default/files/Cor
onavirus%20flow%20chart%20%20parents.pdf
Please use the following link to see what
happens if a child or staff member has a
positive Coronavirus (COVID-19) test result:
https://arkvictoria.org/sites/default/files/Self
%20Isolation%20Guidance.pdf
Please familiarise yourself with the new
Coronavirus restrictions which came into force
on 14th October. A link from Birmingham City
Council which explains the new restrictions is
given below:
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/news/articl
e/734/new_coronavirus_restrictions_for_bir
mingham/

“I am extremely grateful for the teachers my daughter
has, please continue to push her to answer in class as
her confidence is growing.”
“Please pass on my
thanks to all the
teachers that teach
my daughter, she is
thoroughly
enjoying her time at
Ark Victoria.”
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Uniform matters

Stars of the week:

At Ark Victoria we expect all pupils to wear the school
uniform with pride and to always look clean and smart.

•

Parents please be aware that student not
wearing correct uniform will receive a
sanction until uniform is in line with the school
policy and expectations.

•
•

Please encourage your child to hang up their uniform
when they get home after school.

•

For P.E:

•

•
•
•

Navy shorts/track suit bottoms
Black trainers
Black socks

Students should wear PE kit to school on their
PE timetabled day.
Jewellery
Pupils can wear one item of religious significance e.g.
Sikh bangle (Kara).
We do not allow pupils to wear the following items:
•
•
•

Rings
Nose studs
Wrist bands/non-religious bracelets

Y7 Maryam Ali - always giving great
contributions and being extremely helpful to
everyone she meets.
Y8 Adam Ali - for an amazing start to the year,
always trying his best and contributing to class
discussions.
Y9 Sayem Uddin - for his great resilience so far
this half term.
Y10 Yonis Hassan - most house points in the
year group and always very polite.
Y11 Sulieman Sattar - who has had a good start
to the year; staff have fed back that he is
focused, doing well in all lessons and always
trying his best.

Getting to know our house
representatives

Ellie Simmonds OBE is best-known for her
achievements as a Paralympic Champion. She won her
first medal at the age of 13 and is the youngest winner
of the BBC Young Sports Personality of the Year
(2008) and the youngest recipient of an MBE at the
age of 14. Ellie Simmonds
OBE
is
a
fourtime Paralympic Champion and is the holder of a
number of World records. She
won her first Paralympic medal
when just 13 years old. She went
on to become the youngest
winner of the BBC Young
Sports Personality of the Year
(2008) and the youngest
recipient of an MBE when just
14

FSM reminder
If parents believe that their children may qualify for
entitlement to Free School Meals, please contact the
office for more details. This allowance is a statutory
right and it is important that you use it if you qualify.
We will help you all we can with your application.
https://arkvictoria.org/fsm-voucher-support
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Behaviour reminder

Term Dates

Ambitious – to have high standards of behaviour,
work and equipment

•

Autumn Term – Tuesday 1st September 2020 –
Friday 18th December 2020

Have pride in their behaviour and attendance
so you have the best chance to succeed
Present their best self to achieve their potential
Give themselves the opportunity to make a
difference in later life

•

Half Term – Monday 26th October 2020 – Friday
30th October 2020

•

Inset days – Friday 16th October 2020 (Ark
Primary only Inset day), Monday 23rd November
2020 (School Secondary only Inset day) & Friday
4th December 2020 (ARK Inset day)

Resilient – put in 100% effort in all aspects of school
life

•

Spring Term – Monday 4th January 2021 –
Thursday 1st April 2021

•

Half Term – Monday 15th February 2021 – Friday
19th February 2021

•

Inset days - Monday 4th January 2021, Tuesday
5th January 2021 (School Primary only Inset day)
& Friday 26th March 2021 (ARK Secondary only
Inset day)

•

Summer Term – Monday 19th April 2021 –
Wednesday 21st July 2021

•

Half Term – Monday 31st May 2021 – Friday 4th
June 2021

•

Inset days - Monday 19th April 2021, Thursday
13th May 2021 (School Primary only Inset day),
Friday 2nd July 2021 (Ark Inset day) & Wednesday
21st July 2021 (School Inset day)

•
•
•

•
•
•

Follow instructions first time
Fully apply themselves to every task, even
when they find the task difficult. Learning is
not easy; they need to be persistent
Remain 100% focused so others can learn
without interruption

Kind – be kind to everyone; every time
•
•
•

Treat everyone with respect
Be polite
Help to create a positive place to learn

Menus
To view our wide range of meals please head over to
the School Website using the following links.
Primary Lunch Menu:
https://arkvictoria.org/primary/primary-lunchmenu

Ark News and Updates
•

Funding boost to support families hit by
COVID-19:
https://arkonline.org/news/funding-boostsupport-families-hit-covid-19

Secondary Lunch Menu
https://arkvictoria.org/secondary/secondary-lunchmenu
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Recommended Read
Key Dates October 2020
•

Half Term – Monday 26th October 2020 –
Friday 30th October 2020

Puzzles and Fun
Maths Puzzle

Primary Puzzle

‘Ada Twist, Scientist’ is the story of a curious,
science– mad little girl who cannot stop asking
questions. Named after Marie Curie and Ada
Lovelace, Ada Twist is a great
role model for any science
lover. Key Stage One have really
enjoyed listening to this story…
and their
teachers
have
definitely enjoyed reading it out
loud!

This stunningly illustrated book tells the story of
Alfred Russel Wallace– a rival and friend of
Charles Darwin. This book details Wallace’s
adventures and shows the great contribution he
made to one of the most
important
scientific
discoveries of all time. If
you’ve learned about
evolution
or
Charles
Darwin in class this book
would be a great follow up.
I pre-ordered this book and devoured it as soon
as it arrived! Sophie Anderson wrote ‘The House
with Chicken Legs’ and ‘The Girl Who Speaks
Bear’- her latest novel does not disappoint!
This is the story of thirteen-year-old Olia, who
steps through a magical doorway and discovers a
magical land. If you enjoyed ‘Orphans of the
Tide’ you will definitely enjoy this enchanting
fairy-tale adventure!
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